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CHAPTER I. 


wh hich prieſt and ia ka ans 

bleſſed her —pleaſed with Samuel-—unhappy in bis cron 
two ſons, whom he reproved, but too tenderly—rebuked 
and threatened by the Lord—meekly ſubmitted —trem- 
bled for the ark 0 rn and . 1 its being 
taten. 15 . 


Tas characters of men are various; nor is it eaſy 
to aſſign to each his proper place. For though all 
will finally be ranked and treated © according to 
truth,” and though many, even under our own obſer- 
vation, diſcover at once their real ſtate and diſpoſi- 
tions, yet not a few are of ſo dubious a caſt, that we 
cannot with confidence pronounce concermng them. 
No wonder, therefore, that cafes of this kind meet us 
in the ſacred hiſtory. Almoſt every example, there 
propoſed to us, will furniſh us with © inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs ;?? but it is not neceſſary, that we form a 

Vor. II. "= | decided 
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decided opinion of each perſon, whoſe name is record- 
ed. Some circumſtances may incline us to favour them, 
and others may bias our minds againſt them, Our 


ſentence, however, if we ſhould venture to deliver any, 


cannot affect their intereſt in the court of heaven, where 
their character is infallibly diſcerned, and their eternal 
ſtate has long ſince been unalterably determined. 


But we are called, not ſo much to fit in judgment on 


our fellow creatures, as to examine our own hearts, 
and to learn what line of conduct we ought to purſue. 
While we are conſidering, then, the inſpired account 
of this or that life, let us inquire, To what deſcription 


do we belong? It will anſwer but a poor purpoſe, to 


know what others are, if we be ſtrangers to our- 
ſelves, | 

In paſſing through the different periods of ſcripture 
hiſtory, we do not ſtop to contemplate every minute 
tranſaction, or inveſtigate the character of all thoſe, to 
whom any reference is made; for that would lead us 
into a field, far too extenſive for our plan. But we 
have endeavoured to ſelect ſuch, as are of peculiar 
eminence, and afford the moſt uſeful leſſons of inſtruc- 
tion. Little, indeed, is told us concerning the man, 
to whom we now turn our attention, but we may learn 
much from his example. El, we believe, was poſ- 
ſeſſed of real piety ; but, though he filled a moſt im- 
portant ſtation, his religion did not appear in a conſpi- 


cuous and honourable light. In ſome parts of his 


conduct, at leaft, as a Parent, a Magiſtrate, and a 


Prieſt, he was ſhamefully remiſs and negligent: on 
which 


E L. I. | 3 


which account he came under the diſpleaſure of God, 
and his caſe is held out as a warning to us. 

Not long after the death of Joſhua, there was an 
awful declenſion in the ſtate and character of the I ſrael- 
ites“. The worſhip of God, which had been ſo ſo- 
 lemnly eſtabliſhed, was not faithfully and uniformly 
maintained; and iniquity ſpread very rapidly amongſt 
them. There was alſo much confuſion in their civil 
polity. We obſerve no vigorous exertion of power, 
for the puniſhment or reſtraint of evil doers ; but again 
and again we read, that © every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.” The anger of the Lord, 
therefore, was kindled againſt them, and, to chaſtiſe 
as well as to repreſs their licentiouſneſs, He repeat- 
edly © gave them into the hand of the heathen; and 
they that hated them ruled over them.” Yet He did 
not utterly forſake them. He had compaſſion upon 
them in their diſtreſs, and frequently, by the moſt gra- 
cious interpoſition, wrought deliverance for them. He 
himſelf, indeed, preſerved the ſupreme authority, and 
directed the management of all their public affairs, 
Their government, therefore, was properly a Taro- 
CRACY ; and their chief acting magiſtrate was no other 


than the vicegerent of God. For the ſpace of three 


hundred years, their adminiſtration was, for the moſt 
part, committed to certain perſons called Jupoxs. 
Theſe were not ſo much the ſtared rulers, as occaſional 
protectors of the people, raiſed up for a particular de- 
ſign, inveſted with a divine commiſſion, and endued with 
wiſdom, ſtrength, and courage, to execute the purpoſes 
* See Judges, ii. 10-19. 
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of Heaven. They were generally made uſe of, to eſ- 
fect a reformation, or to reſcue the ſtate from impend- 
ing ruin. In ſome inſtances their truſt ceaſed, as ſoon 
as the object of it was accompliſhed ; in others it was 
perpetual; and then they continued, in their reſpec- 
tive diſtricts, to adminiſter juſtice, with the full power, 
but not with all the pomp and ſplendour, of a king.— 
In Eli the two principal offices, civil and eccleſiaſtical, 
were united; for he was the High-prieſt, as well as 
Judge of Iſrael, for forty years. 

Years before He is firſt introduced in the ſacred hiſtory, 
rate wean as preſiding over the divine ſervice at Shiloh, 
when Hannah, the mother of Samuel, was © pouring 
out her ſoul,” with much fervour and diſtreſs, “ before 
the Lord *,” From the agitation ſhe diſcovered, Eli 
ſuſpected that ſhe had been guilty of exceſs, and was 
at the very time in a ſtate of intoxication. Caſes of 
this kind, probably, were common :- to ſuch a degree 
did licentiouſneſs prevail. It became him, therefore, 
as the miniſter of religion, to reprove the fin; and ac- 
cordingly he addreſſed himſelf to her in terms of ſevere 
cenſure. But he had formed a raſh judgment, and 
condemned one, whom he ought to have approved 
and comforted, —How often may appearances de- 
eise us, fo as to lead us to unfavourable concluſions 
againſt wemedt excellent characters, and for thoſe very 
parts of their conduct, which are truly honourable ! It 
will be expedient, then, to with-hold our deciſions, 
even where ſome circumſtances may ſc em to jullify the 


* 1 Sam. i. 1, &c. 


harſheſt 


"KS 7. | 5 
harſheſt ſentence, at leaſt till che ſuſpected perſons can 
anſwer for themſelves. | 

Eli had been precipitate, but he was open to con- 
viction. Upon Hannah's declaring her integrity, and 
the nature of her ſituation, he readily retracted his un- 
charitable rebuke, and pronounced his benediction, 
where he had thought a heavy puniſhment was due. 
Such candour in one of an exalted rank is rare. Alas! 
how few are willing to acknowledge themſelves miſ- 
taken, or to entertain a good opinion of thoſe, whom 
they have once conſidered as hypocrites a 

The aged prieſt diſcovered an affectionate regard 
to the parents of Samuel for devoting their firſt-born 
ſon to the ſervice of the Lord *. He bleſſed them 
and prayed for them. This attention to them, on a 
religious account, was a mark of real piety. We 
cannot give a ſtronger evidence of unfeigned love 
to God, than by manifeſting an uniform and diſin- 
tereſted love to thoſe, who are moſt zealous for His 
glory. 

Eli was pleaſed with the miniſtry of young Samuel, 
who delighted in the ſanctuary, to which he was de- 
dicated from his infancy. But what a contraſt did he 
behold in his own offspring, Hophni and Phinehas ! 
They, indeed, were admitted into the prieſthood, and, 
by their profeſſion and office, were employed about 
holy things. But they © were ſons of Belial; they 
knew not the Lord;” that is, they were men of a 
fierce and profane diſpoſition, and, though appointed 
to inſtruct others in the true knowledge of God, they 


* 1 Sam. ii. 20. 
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were themſelves utter ſtrangers to it. This deſcrip- 
tion is remarkable. Conſidering their education, and 


the ſacred truſt committed to them, we might have 


expected a different character. Eli, we preſume, had 
endeavoured to inſtil into their minds the principles of 
religion, and, by his own example, as well as by earneſt 
exhortation, had directed them to the practice. In 
ſuch a poſt as they ſuſtained, they could not but un- 
derſtand ſomething of Revelation, and the externals, at 
leaſt, of the divine ſervice. They worſhipped in the 
tabernacle, and obſerved the rites and ceremonies of 
the law; and yet © they knew not the Lord.“ 

With the beſt advantages of human learning, and 
under the ſtrongeſt obligations to acquaint themſelves 
with God, men may remain in entire ignorance of 
Him. The reaſon is obvious. A ſpiritual illumina- 
tion, and the concinual influence of grace, are neceſſary 
to fix and maintain right ſentiments in the heart. We 
may be deſcended from excellent parents, brought up 
under their care, their inſtructions, and their prayers, 
and placed in the moſt ſacred offices, as teachers of 
others; and yet, poſſibly, we know not the Lord. O 
let us not reſt in any outward privileges, but earneſtly 
ſolicit thoſe communications from heaven, without 
which we ſhall © know nothing, as we ought to know.“ 

We commilerate the unhappineſs of Eli in having 
ſuch an offspring, This indeed mult have been a trial 
of the moſt diſtreſſing nature. For what is it that 
good men deſire, next to their own ſalvation, but that 
they may * bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,” and fee them ſteadfaſtly per- 

| ſevere 


* 
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ſevere in the way of righteouſneſs? They, who are 
intruſted with that important charge, ſhould be moſt. - 
fervent and unceaſing in their applications to God, that 
He would ſanctify by his Spirit thoſe, whom He has 
committed tb their care. Together with their ardent. 
prayers, they ſhould uſe all ſuitable means, informa- 
tion, admonition, and correction, nor ever remit their 
diligence and attention. It is true, that, after all their 
exertions, their hopes may be diſappointed ; for it is 
not in their power to beſtow that influence of the di- 
vine grace, which alone can be effectual. But let 
them not be deterred from the faithful diſcharge of 
their duty. In dependence on the promiſes of God, 
they may expect, that their labours of love ſhall not 
be in vain. Some awful caſes, indeed, like that be- 

fore us, have occurred, which are permitted, probably, 
in order that none may preſume upon their own 
piety, and that the work of converſion may more 
evidently appear to be of God. But moſt common- 
ly, where the children of good men are © ſons of 
Belial, and know not the Lord,” ſomething or other 
has been wrong or defective in the conduct of the 
parents, This very cenſure we are compelled to paſs 
upon Eli. 

His two ſons were guilty of the moſt flagrant hike 
of the ſervice of the tabernacle, and, through their 
ſhameleſs violations of their office, they brought reli- 
gion into contempt. They were haughty and impe- 
rious in their carriage, and, for the gratification of their 
own ſenſual appetites, with violent and rapacious hands 
they ſeized on any parts of the ſacrifices, which they 

B 4 chole. 
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c The conſequence was, what might have been 
apprehended; ; the divine ordinances were neglected, 
deſpiſed, and hated, and men were confirmed and hard- 
ened in their profaneneſs, while they beheld theſe enor- 
mities in the ſanctuary. Such will ever be the effect | 


of an ignorant, careleſs, and wicked prieſthood. Not 


being reſtrained in their extortion and their luxury, 
they proceeded to ſtill farther iniquity, and made uſe 
of that influence, which their character and employ- 
ment gave them, in order to ſeduce the women, who 
for various purpoſes were engaged about the holy place. 
What aggravated guilt was this! We cannot conceive 
any ſins more heinvus in'their nature, or more deſtruc- 
tive in their tendency. | 
- Bur where was Eli,—the father, —the high prieſt, — 

tie Judge? Could he be acquainted with theſe abomi- 


nations, committed in the very houſe of God? And did 


he not interpoſe his authority for the prevention of + 
t em: ? Did he not reprove, repreſs, and puniſh? It 
is obvious, that it was incumbent upon him to vindi- 
cate the honour of religion, though it had been by the 
degradation of his own ſons. But here, alas! we diſ- 


cover a diſgraceful neglect of duty. Though he did 
not countenance theſe horrid practices, he was timid, 


inactive, and averſe to trouble; and probably, having 


been accuſtomed” to «indulge his children from their 


youth, he had reſigned all his authority to them. At 
length, however, he was rouſed from his ſtupor: the 
abuſes were ſo public, the outcry againſt them ſo ge- 
neral, and their fatal effects through the land ſo glar- 
ing, that he could no longer be ſilent. He admoniſhed, 

. he 


E LI. . | 9 
he reprehended the offenders, and that too, with words 
of the greateſt ſeriouſneſs. He ſolemnly called upon 
them to anſwer to the charges brought againſt them, 
and repreſented the heinouſneſs and the danger of their 
conduct. He warned them, that they were acceſſary 

to the ſins of others, who were-encouraged by their 
example ; that their tranſgreſſions, being committed-in 
violation and contempt. of every thing ſacred, were 
directly levelled againſt God himſelf; and therefore, 
that it would be vain and preſumptuous even to at- 
tempt any mediation in their behalf. 12 
This would have been an affecting addreſs to per- 
ſons of any moral ſenſibility. But it had been delayed 
ſo long, that the young men were become obdurate ; 
and their guilt: was ſo atrocious, that the Lord, in 
vindication of his own cauſe; determined to take ven- 
geance. Therefore, being given up to themſelves, 
they utterly deſpiſed the father's caution. The re- 
proof, however, which was too mild for the occaſion, 
argued a very blamable remiſſneſs. The ſinner, who 
is cenſured in a ſlight manner, is thereby more con- 
firmed in his offences, as being induced to think fa- 
vourably of them. But the caſe was, Eli was content 
with reprimanding, when he ought to have done more. 
The ſharpeſt language ſhould not have ſufficed him; 
but, by a vigorous exertion of his authority, he ſnould 
have brought the criminals to juſtice. The reſtraint 
not only came too late, but it was, even then, weak 
and ineffectual. Through a fooliſn fondneſs for: his 
children, he did not puniſh them; and thus it ap- 
1 that he was not Property: concerned for the 
honour 
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honour of God, and for the intereſt of religion in his 
country. 

We lament that even a . man ſhould forget his 
place, and not faithfully employ the power committed 
to him. Yet, we fear, inſtances of this kind are fre- 
quent. It will become us to inquire, not only whe- 
ther we diſcountenance fin by our example and our 
advice, but whether we are doing our utmoſt to prevent 
it. How extenſive is your duty, who are intruſted 
with the care of others, and are, in a meaſure, re- 
ſponſible for their conduct! Parents, Miniſters, and 
Magiſtrates, the influence, you poſſeſs, is given you, 
not for your own ſake, but for the direction and re- 
ſtraint of thoſe, who are under you; and if it be not 
exerciſed with a ſupreme regard to the glory of God, 
He will require it at your hands. While you are re- 
miſs and negligent, you may be complimented, per- 
haps, as benevolent, candid, and indulgent; but you 
betray your truſt, and may be acceſſary to the crimes, 
and to the ruin of thouſands. 

The offence of Eli, and its awful conſequences, are 
more clearly marked in the ſequel. Sin is a contempt 
of God, and an oppoſition to His government: It 
overturns the order, which He has eſtabliſhed, and 
introduces confuſion into the world. It is therefore the 
object of his abhorrence, and, by his righteous appoint- 
ment for the vindication of his own authority, it draws 
after it, even here, a long train of the moſt tremen- 
dous calamities. Thoſe, who are deareſt ' to Him, 
cannot wilfully violate a plain command, without feel- 
ing, moſt painfully, the effect of his diſpleaſure ; and 

= | their 


KE L - 11 


their deſcendants are often brought into deepeſt diſtreſs, 
through their folly. | 
A prophet was ſent with an expreſs commiſſion, as 
an immediate meſſenger from God, to reprove the 
Judge, and the High-prieft of Iſrael. In that ſolemn 
addreſs, pronounced as from the Lord himſelf, Eli was 
reminded of the diſtinguiſhed favour conferred upon his 
family, and of their baſe ingratitude in abuſing their 
privileges to the vileſt purpoſes. He was charged as 
an accomplice in the iniquity of his ſons, becauſe he had 
not been active to prevent it. He was condemned for 
ce honouring them more than God,” becauſe, through 
a fooliſh regard to their intereſt or reputation, he had 
not degraded them from their office, but had ſuffered . 
them to bring the houſe and ordinances of God into 
contempt. , It was, therefore, declared to be the 
Lord's fixed determination to ſpoil them of their glory, 
of which the fond father had been ſo tender. He was 
told, that, in conſequence of that profaneneſs which 
had prevailed through his remiſſneſs, he ſhould be wit- 
neſs to the deſolation of the Sanctuary, and to a ter- 
rible deſtruction, both of the people in general, and of 
his own houſehold in particular; that he ſhould ſoon 
be deprived of that power, which he had neglected to 
uſe according to the duties of his ſtation that his 
poſterity ſhould be reduced to the moſt abject condi- 
tion, and die in the flower of their age ;—and that his 
two children, whom he had ſpared, ſhould by one 
awful viſitation be cut off together, 
What effect was produced in Eli by theſe tremen- 


dous denunciations, we are not informed. Probably, 
he 
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| he had loſt all control over his wicked ſons, or was 
grown too infirm to make the neceſſary exertions. It 
ſnould ſeem, at leaſt, that no amendment took place; 
and it is thought, that ſome years elapſed, during 
which the divine judgments were delayed; and perhaps 
a hope of impunity might be entertained. At length, 
however, the ſame declarations of vengeance were re- 
peated, and young Samuel was commiſſioned to re- 
prove the aged prieſt“. The Lord appeared to the 
child, and expreſſed his firm reſolution to execute the 
ſentence, which he had already pronounced upon Eli 
and his houſe, and which no ſacrifice or mediation 
would be able to avert or mitigate. The ſin of the 
old man was, in this prediction, clearly deſcribed; 
and it was alleged as the principal cauſe of thoſe heavy 
calamities, which would ſoon enſue, that “ his ſons 
made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not.“ 
And here let us pauſe, that we may attend to the 
warning, which his example ſuggeſts. Let each one, 
then, conſider, and faithfully diſcharge, the duties of 
his proper calling. In our different ſtations, we are 
appointed to important ſervices, which demand our 
conſtant care. Has not the Lord a ſpecial claim 
upon us, on account of peculiar diſtinctions, beſtowed 
upon us, or our families? Are we not unmindful 
of his favours; and do we not, by our ingratitude, 
provoke him to withdraw them? Many perſons fill 
places of truſt, and poſſeſs various talents, into the 
management of which a ſtrict inquiry will be made. 


* 1 Sam. iii. 1, &c, 
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Need we remind them, that God ſhould be glorified 
by a diligent improvement of all his gifts? Let them 
beware of honouring the neareſt connections in life 
above Him. While they prefer the advancement of 
His cauſe. to every worldly conſideration, and are 
willing to do or to ſuffer any thing, ſo that He may 
be exalted, they are moſt likely to ſecure reſpect to 
themſelves. But if, through covetouſneſs, pride, or 
cowardice, they are more concerned for their own 
ſupport. and promotion, than for the intereſt of reli- 
gion, they will probably fink into contempt among 
_ thoſe very perſons, whoſe regard they are moſt ſoli- 
citous to obtain. For God hath declared it to be his 
general rule of proceeding, © Them, that honour me, 
T will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly 

eſteemed.” : 95 
A particular kindneſs, we allow, is due to children, 
for they have an indiſputable claim to a large ſhare of 
our affections. But, if we reſign our authority to 
them, and permit them to follow their own devices 
without reſtraint, we are admoniſhed by this hiſtory, 
that we ſhall provoke God, betray his cauſe, ſtrengthen 
the hands of the wicked, and bring a curſe upon our- 
ſelves. Let us call the attention of indulgent parents. 
How are your houſes governed? Are not your ſons, 
or your daughters, * making themſelves vile?“ Ex- 
amine their conduct, and their tempers. Are not you 
anſwerable for their ignorance, ambition, extravagance, 
and profaneneſs? Have you done all in your power 
to prevent, or to correct, thoſe abuſes in them, which 
are an offence to the Church of God? Are you not 
* partakers 
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partakers of Eli's guilt, becauſe © you reſtrained them 


not add 
You reply, perhaps, We have ſeen the bad effects 


of ſeverity, and our tender regard for our offspring 


will not allow us to adopt any rigid diſcipline.“ That 
is, you ſpare the rod, and hate the child; and, as 


Solomon expreſſes it, you will not“ deliver his ſoul 
from hell *.” Do you believe the depravity of our 
nature; and do you not therein perceive the neceſſity 
of ſomething more than inſtruction and advice? The 
vitious inclinations and vain ſchemes of young people 
muſt be oppoſed and repreſſed ; and you are intruſted 
with authority for that very purpoſe. —Are you aware 
of the deſtructive conſequences of ſin, both here and 
for ever? Surely, then, you will exert your utmoſt 
ſtrength to preſerve, or te reſcue thoſe, who are com- 
mitted to your care. Otherwiſe talk not of your love 
to them : for to leave them to their own management, 
is cruelty of the moſt horrid kind. By indulging their 
folly and vanity, you will moſt effectually defeat your 
own plans for their advancement in life. Probably, 
through your fondneſs, they may be reduced to infamy 


and diſtreſs; and reproach and miſery may be entailed 


upon your poſterity for ages yet to come. Nay, did 
you conſult only your preſent comfort, you would 
ce have your children in ſubjection.“ For fo long as 
their violence of temper is unreſtrained, your houſes 
muſt be full of ſtrife and confuſion. But more than 
this, the curſe of God will follow them; and could 
your eyes behold all that fin and wretchedneſs, which 


Prov. xiii. 24. xxiii. 14. 
| may 
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may ariſe from your weakneſs and negligence, it would 
be more than your hearts could endure. 

But, while we cenſure the miſconduct of Eli, we 
muſt vindicate his integrity: for there are circumſtances ' 
in this hiſtory, which diſcover an unfeigned piety. It 
muſt have mortified the aged prieſt, not only to hear 
the denunciations of God againſt himſelf and his fa- 
mily, but to receive the tremendous ſentence by the 
mouth of young Samuel, to whom the divine revela- 
tions were then made in preference to Him. Yet we 
are ſtruck with his meek deportment in that moſt 
afflict ing ſituation. We perceive no riſings of envy, 
anger, or impatience ; but, on the contrary, an un- 
reſerved ſubmiſſion to God, and a perfect acquieſcence 
in the wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs of His ſevereſt 
diſpenſations. He appears to have been ſuitably affect- 
ed under a conviction of his guilt, and, as a true pe- 
nitent, to have caſt himſelf at the feet of- his offended 
God, not daring to requeſt a mitigation of the puniſh- 
ment. He faid, © Ir is the Lord; let Him do what 
ſeemeth him good.” —Here was no plea offered, to 
excuſe, or to extenuate his fault; he complained not 
of the rigour of the ſentence, but ſurrendered himſelf 
to the diſpoſal of his Judge, from a full perſuaſion of 
His ſovereignty, righteouſneſs, and grace.—“ IT 18 
THE LoRD: and as He is the Almighty Governor, it 
is not for me to contend with Him, or to aſk, What 
doeſt thou? He has an abſolute right over me, and 
may, therefore, deal with me, according to the coun- 
fel of his own Will; nor ſhall I have any reaſon to 


murmur, whatever I may ſuffer; for as He is juſt and 
holy, 


| 
: 
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holy, my puniſhment will be no greater than I des 
ſerve. I have forfeited every claim to His regard; 
but, ſo extenſive is His kindneſs, that I may yet hope 
in his mercy. I will, at leaſt, refer the matter to Him, 
and leave myſelf in His hands: LET Him bo wnar 
- SEEMETH HiM Goo.” | 

Such an entire reſignation we conſider as a very fa-_ 
vourable mark. Thus Aaron, in a ſituation ſomewhat 
ſimilar, when his two ſons were flain in their impiety 
by fire from the Lord; diſcovered the ſame meeknefs 
of temper :; © He held his peace “. — So likewiſe, the 
pious Hezekiah, when threatened with the heavy judg- 
ments of God, replied, « Good is the word of the 
Lord t.“ Let theſe, then, be propoſed as patterns of 
patience, humility, and faith, to them who are ſuf- 
fering any grievous calamities through the diſpleaſure 
of a holy God. But do we perceive no peeviſhneſs 
and anger in perſons ſo circumſtanced? Do we hear 
from them no loud complaints, no bitter accuſations 
againſt the Lord? We would aſk them, F rom whom 
does your affliction proceed? Does it become you to 
quarrel with His appointment? Or can you not ac- 
count for this treatment? Has there been nothing in 
your ſpirit or conduct to merit it? O conſider in 
whoſe hands you are! Submit to his authority; ac- 
knowledge his juftice ; be encouraged to hope in his 
mercy, and to depend upon his faithfulneſs in Chriſt 
Jeſus. He fays, Be ſtill; and know that I am 
God 4.“ From a remembrance of your ſinfulneſs, 


* Lev. x. 3. f 2 Kings, xx. 19. 1 Pſal. xlvi. 10. 
£ | let 


x 1. t. 17 
jet your mouths be ſtopped, while, like Job, you 
= abhor yourſelves, and repent in duſt and aſhes.” 
3 We haſten to the cloſe of this hiſtory, 
Curit, about which is moſt affecting. Some time after 

e the denunciation of wrath againſt Eli, there 
was war between the Iſtaelites and the Philiſtines, and 
the ene mies of the Lord's people were permitted to 
| prevail *. Confounded by this defeat, the elders of 
Iſrael with a mixture of ignorance and preſumption 
propoſed that the ark of God ſhould be ſent for into 
the camp; like all other hypocrites, truſting to the 
outward token of the Lord's preſence, inſtead of hum- 
bling themſelves before Him in penitence and prayer. 
The impious ſons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, with 
an inſolent profaneneſs, conducted the ark to the field 
of battle. The moſt confident expectations of victory 
were entertained : but alas! what could be looked for, 
in ſuch an enterpriſe? Eli, probably, had not been 
conſulted, or not regarded, on that occaſion: and ir 
appears, that he was filled with terrible apprehenſions 
for the conſequence, Every thing dear depended on 
the conteſt. Their liberty, their religion, and their 
lives were all at ſtake. What anxiety muſt have poſ- 
ſcſſed thoſe eſpecially, who were concerned for the 
| honour of God, when they ſaw the ſymbol of His 
| favour to Iſrael expoſed to the aſſaults of the Hea- 
then! Such was Eli: He had much to fear for him- 
ſelf, much for his country, much for his children ; bur 
every other thought was ſwallowed up in his ſolicitude 
for the glory of God. He ſar upon a ſcat by the 
* 1 Sam. iv. 1, Kc. 
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way-ſide, watching: for his heart trembled for the ark 
of God.” At length the cry of diſtreſs was heard, 
upon the arrival of a meſſenger, who thus related to 
him the fatal event of the battle: © Iſrael is fled be- 
fore the Ptihſtines, and there hath been alſo a great 
ſlaughter among the people, and thy two fons alſo, 
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God 
is aken.” ; 

What grievous tidings were theſe! It muſt have 
pierced the heart of the good old man, to be informed 
of the ſlaughter of Iſrael, and eſpecially of the deſtruc- 
tion of his ſons, who were cut off in their ſins. But theſe 
conſiderations were out-weighed by others ſtill more 
afflictive. It was the cloſe of the melancholy account, 


vhich excited the keeneſt anguiſh. © The ark of God 


was taken:“ the Philiſtines thereby ſeemed to triumph 
over the God of Iſrael; the divine ordinances were 
removed ; 'and all, that was moſt valuable, was loſt, 
Add to this, alſo, the painful reflection, that the whole 
had been brought about by his own neglect of duty. 
This was more than he could bear. When men- 
tion was made of the ark of God,” in the excefs of his 
ſorrow, unable to ſupport himſelf, © he fell backward, 
and his neck brake, and he died,” having attained the 
age of ninety- eight years, during E of which he 
had judged Iſrael. 

This was a death moſt awful, and yet it may be 
highly inſtructive. We perceive the ſtrongeſt love and 
zeal for God, even in his laſt moments. Alas! where 
ſhall we find ſuch an ardent. concern for religion, as 
prevails above all other conſiderations? In times of 

| public 
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public calamity we fear for ourſelves, for our families, 
and for our country. But who trembles for the ark 
of God? How many would be unaffected, though the 
ſanctuary ſhould be profaned, and trodden down by 
an enemy? Wr are favoured with the Goſpel: but it 
is treated with contempt. We need not wonder, then, 
if it ſhould be taken from us: and to many perſons, 
even this, the heavieſt of all misfortunes, would oc- 
caſion no grief. There are multitudes around us, 
whom any other profeſſion would pleaſe, as well as that 
of Chriſtianity. But we rejoice, that there are alſo 
thoſe, who value the houſe, the word, and the miniſtry 
of God, above their richeſt poſſeſſions; and who dread 
the loſs of theſe bleſſings, more than death itſelf, *O 
pray for the peace of Jeruſalem : they ſhall proſper 
that love thee.” O pray; that God would arife, and 
maintain his own cauſe; that his truth © may have 
free courſe, and be glorified.” Pray, that, as * a 
token for good,” our ſpiritual privileges may be con- 

tinued : for the ark of God is the bulwark of the land. 
Eli, we have ſeen, gave evidence of his piety, even 
in the manner of his departure, But it ſhould not be 
forgotten, that he died by the judgment of God, and 
under ſtrong marks of His diſpleaſure. We doubt not, 
that he had obtained forgiveneſs: but he was made 
to know and feel, © that it is an evil thing and bitter” 
to tranſgreſs a plain duty ; and he ſtands as an admo- 

nition to us, that we do not © the work of the Lord 
| deceitfully.” It is poſſible, then, that good men may 
cloſe their life miſerably, and even ignominiouſly, on 
account of paſt negligence, and as a puniſhment for 
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their miſeonduct. Their ſun may ſet under a cloud, 
and yet not be put out in final darkneſs. 

s it aſked, Why ſhould God chaſten them ſo ſe- 
verely? It may be replied, He is God, and will do 
what is right; and though for the preſent we may not 
diſcover the reaſons of his diſpenſations, He will make 
them clear at the laſt, But the obvious anſwer is, He 
corrects his children, becauſe he loves them, and in 
order that he may purify them to himſelf*. By ſuch 
a tremendous viſitation, beginning at his own ſanctu- 
ary, he repreſents the odiouſneſs of ſin, in a convinc- 
ing light, he warns his people to walk circumſpectly, 
and proclaims an alarm to careleſs ſinners, that they 
may conſider their danger. For © if judgment begin 
at the houſe of God, what ſhall the end be of them 
that obey not the Goſpel of God? And if the righ- 
teous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and 
the ſinner appear +?” 


Prov. iii. 12. Amos ili. 2. + 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18, 
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CHAP. II. 


| Samuel, granted to the prayers of his mother — his condut˙'ht 


and employment, when young — ent to reprove Eli— 
as a prophet, injtrufted and prayed for the people bis 
integrity and diligence — diſtreſſed by his ſons —rgefed 
by the people—anointed Saul—reproved and condemned 
bim—grieved for bim—ancinted David— founded ſchools 
aid in peace. N 


Ta x word of God is a book of univerſal direction; 
inaſmuch as it ſuggeſts ſuitable counſel to men of all 
ranks, and in all the various ſituations of life. If we 
poſſeſs ſincerity of heart roward God, and an unfeigned 
deſire to pleaſe Him, it will not be difficult to diſcover, 
from the different examples as well as precepts of holi- 
neſs, what He would have us to do, in that particular 
place which He has aſſigned us. But if we are deſti- 
tute of ſuch a diſpoſition, it is not probable, that we 
ſhall receive any real advantage from the reading of the 
ſcriptures. While, therefore, we are engaged in this 
employment, let us not forget to lift up our prayer, 
that we may learn, from the conduct of ancient ſaints, 
what is incumbent upon ourſelves, and, even by this 
diſtant converſe with them, may contract a meaſure of 
their various excellencies. | : 
| C 3 A character 
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A character is now to be exhibited, which may at 
the ſame time humble us for our ſad deficiencies, and 
excite us to greater fervour and activity in the ſervice 
of God. SAMUEL will appear in an amiable light, on 
whatever part of his life we fix our attention; for we 
ſhall find him vpright, meek, and devout from his 
very childhood, and diſcharging even to old age, with 
diligence and fidelity, che important offices which he 
ſuſtained. Perhaps we may not be called to ſo ex- 
alted a rank, to ſo conſpicuous a ſtation, or to ſuch 
extenſive uſeſulneſs, as he was; but if we be influenced 
by the ſame ſpirit, like him we ſhall be a public bleſſ- 
ing in our place and generation, _ 

Crit gan He was deſcended, by his father Elka- 

1156, nah, from the tribe of Levi, which was ſet 
apart for the work of the ſanctuary. There were ſome 
circumſtances attending his birth, which raiſed the ex- 
pectation of his being an extraordinary perſon. He 
was a child of prayer, granted in anſwer to the fervent 
ſupplications of his pious mother, Hannah, and named 
SAMUEL, which is interpreted Ask ED or Gon,” in 
remembrance of the divine condeſcenson to her re- 
queſts. He was, alſo, dedicated as a Nazarite to the 
Lord, from his infancy, according to his mother's 
vow, For as ſoon as he was weaned, it is ſuppoſed 
about three years old, he was preſented to the Lord in 
His tabernacle at Shiloh, with much religious ſolem- 
nity, and there left to be employed in His ſervice, 
under the care and direction of Eli “. 


* 1 Sam. 1. 1, &c. 
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What could be his peculiar work, at ſo tender an 
age, we are not told. He was inſtructed in good prin- 
ciples, and taught to call upon the Lord. In ſome way 
or other he aſſiſted in the offices of public worſhip, 
according to his abilities, conſtantly attended upon the 
aged prieſts, and obſerved their commands *. This ready 
obedience, in however ſmall concerns it was made uſe 
of, being performed from a regard to God, and a de- 

ſire to pleaſe Him, was graciouſly accepted even from 

a child; and, in conſequence thereof, the divine bleſſ- 
ing reſted upon him in a very remarkable manner. 
His delight in the ordinances of God was manifeſt to 
all; his ſtrength of body and vigour of mind, proba- 
bly, ſurpaſſed his years; he enjoyed the friendſhip of 
his God, and his very amiable tempers conciliated the 
eſteem of men. With a ſuperior underſtanding and 
much ardour of devotion, he was not forward or aſſum- 
ing, but meek and teachable, diligent in his appointed 
work, reſpectful and ſubmiſſive in his deportment to 
his Tutor, whom, for his infirmities and remiſſneſs in 
duty, he might have been tempted to deſpiſe. He 
was ſurrounded by bad examples, and from his ſitua- 
tion neceſſarily connected with the ſons of Eli, through 
whoſe profaneneſs ©* men abhorred the offering of the 
Lord.” Yet, untainted by the general contagion, he 
appeared eminently holy ; and a very ſtriking contraſt 
is pointed out between him and thoſe wicked miniſ- 
ters. While they were advancing from one degree of 
impiety to another, He © grew on,” in knowledge, 
piety, and zeal, and the Lord was with him.” 


* 1 Sam, ii. 11, 18, 26. 
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Years before At an early period, he received unequi- 
Chriſt, about : 

1144 Vocal marks of the approbation of Heaven, 
He was favoured with an expreſs. revelation, and not 


only preferred to the high-prieſt, but even commiſſion- 


ed from God to carry a moſt ſoJemn reproof to him “. 


While the young man was ready to attend to the call 
of Eli, by night as by day, the Lord condeſcended 
to addreſs him by an audible voice, and to inform him 
of thoſe tremendous judgments, which were ſoon to be 


executed on the family of that very perſon, to whom 


he miniſtered. Such a communication muſt have been 
conſidered as a peculiar honour put upon him; but he 
ſeems not to have been elated with it. He ſtill main- 
tained a conſtant regard to the work of his ſtation, 
performing the neceſſary ſervices of the tabernacle : 
and ſo far was he from ſhewing any contempt of Eli, 
for the heavy charge brought againſt him, that, through 
tenderneſs and veneration for his office, he was ex- 
tremely unwilling to relate the ſubſtance of the viſion. 
Yet his modeſt reſerve gave way to a ſenſe of duty, 
and, when preſſed to it by his aged maſter, he was 
faithful and impartial in acquainting him with every 
circumſtance in the divine threatenings. 

How much have we to learn from this part of the 
example! Young perſons, in particular, are regueſted 
ſeriouſly to contemplate the piety of Samuel, and they 
will be inſtructed from him to © remember their Crea- 
tor in the days of their youth.” It is often ſuppoſed, 
that children are incapable of religion. But many 
caſes, of indiſputable authority, contradict the notion, 


* Sam. iii. 1, &c. a 
Jeremiah, 
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Jeremiah, Daniel and his three companions, Timothy, 
and Samuel, were all eminent for a ſpirit of devotion 
at a tender age: and inſtances of a ſimilar kind may alſo 


be produced in modern times. We ſhould, therefore, 


be encouraged to apply to God for our infant offspring, 
bring them, as ſoon as may be, to His houſe, and 
dedicate them to Him. They can underſtand and 
retain ſome of the moſt important principles, in which 
they ought to be inſtructed, and they are ſuſceptible of 
good impreſſions, at an earlier period than is com- 
monly imagined. They ſhould be taught to worſhip 
the Lord, as far as their faculties will permit; and, 
while they are preſented to Him, His bleſſing may reſt 
upon them, and engage their hearts to enter with ardour 
into his ſervice. 

Upon this ſubje& we would beſpeak the attention of 
children. We refer, you to Samuel for a proof, that 
your waiting on the Lord will be pleaſing to Him, and 
for a pattern of all thoſe amiable rempers, which will 
be your brighteſt ornament, and a ſure ſource of hap- 
pineſs, Learn from the young prophet, not only to 
be devout, but at the ſame time to be humble, modeſt, 
and reſpectful in your behaviour toward your ſuperiors, 
notwithſtanding any defects you may perceive in their 
conduct, Be diligent in your place, and you will, pro- 
bably, be raiſed to greater privileges, and increaſe in 
wiſdom and in every good attainment, as you increaſe 
in ſtature and in years. This example will teach you 
a meek and obedient regard to the call of God; ſo 
that, in whatever way His commands be made known, 

you will ſay, © Speak, Lord; for thy ſervant heareth.” 
| Samuel 
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Samuel will remind you, that, if you be favoured above 
many of your equals, or even preferred to ſome of 
longer ſtanding in the Church of God, you ought not 
to be conceited and overbearing, or to deſpiſe any, 
though juſtly ſet aſide for their negligence. But your 
modeſty, and your tender concern for others, muſt not 
tempt you to be unfaithful to them. Your duty to 
God may require you to do that, which is very pain- 
ful to your own feelings; nor ſhould fear, or partiality | 


to your friends, induce you to conceal any one cir- 
' cumfſtance, which it is incumbent upon you to declare 


to them. | 

From that period Samuel continued to receive ſuch 
divine communications, as fully proved to the whole 
kingdom of Iſrael, that“ he was eſtabliſhed to be a 
prophet of the Lord,” Theſe revelations, confirmed 
by. the ſtrongeſt evidence, he delivered to the people, 
and thus performed among them the office of a preach- 
er, with great zeal and uſefulneſs. Vet he lived in a 
time of extreme degeneracy. He ſaw the ark of God 


carried into an enemy's land, Shiloh deprived of the 


public miniſtrations of religion, with which it had been 
favoured three hundred years, and the ordinances in- 
terrupted for a long ſeaſon. In that dark interval, 
the nation appeared to be ſunk in ignorance and pro- 
faneneſs. But at laſt a glorious and extenſive revival 
took place, probably through the unwearied labours of 
the Prophet. ; 

« All the houſe of Iſrael,” being brought to a deep 
ſenſe of their loſs, © lamented after the Lord *:” they 


* 1 Sam. Vil. 2, &c. | 
mourned 
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mourned for His departure, and earneſtly wiſhed for 
the reſtoration of their former privileges. This was 
the very effect, which Samuel had endeavoured to 
produce: ; and with great eagerneſs he ſeized the op- 
portunity of preſſing the matter upon their conſciences, 
that they ſhould not reſt in profeſſions, but evidence 
their ſincerity by an immediate renunciation of idola- 
try, and a ſolemn dedication of themſelves to the true 
God. Nor did he preach in vain : the whole king- 
dom ſeemed unanimous in returning to the pure wor- 
ſhip of God. But Samuel was deſirous to confirm 
their vows, and to bind them ſtill more cloſely by a 
peculiar ſolemnity. A general congtegation, there- 
fore, was called together at Mizpeh, that they might 
enter into an expreſs engagement to ſerve the Lord 
alone, and might ſeek His bleſſing, by facrifice, faſt- 
ing, and prayer. ; 

When the people were aſſembled, agreeably to his 
wiſhes, he conducted their devotions. He was then 
alſo acknowledged as their ſupreme civil magiſtrate, 
and, from that time at leaſt, prefided over them as 
their Judge. But, in the midſt of theſe religious tranf- 
actions, they were ſuddenly attacked by their adverſa- 
ries the Philiſtines, and filled with terror. Their very 
diſtreſs, however, convinced them of the worth of 
Samuel, and of the advantage of relying wholly on 
the Lord. They were urgent with the prophet to in- 
tercede for them; and, while he appeared as their 
mediator, with a burnt- offering and with earneſt ſup- 
plication, dehverance was vouchlafed to them, and in 
ſuch a way as to prove, that their ſalvation was of God. 

I The 
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The Philiſtines, confounded by a moſt remarkable 


ſtorm of thunder from heaven, fell an eaſy prey to the 
Iſraelites. The memory of this very ſignal victory 
was preſerved by a monument, which Samuel erected, 
and to which he gave the ſignificant title of EBEN E- 
2ER, ſaying, © Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.“ 
Under his care and government, the Iſraelites were 
ſecure, happy, and proſperous. For, during his ad- 
miniſtration, their enemies no more dared to renew 
their hoſtilities : and, according to the power he poſ- 
ſeſſed, he was invariably and ſtrictly attentive to their 
intereſts, As a Judge, he conducted their civil affairs 
with fidelity and diligence, and by regular circuits exe- 
cuted juſtice, and preſerved good order through the 
land. And as the miniſter of religion, in the place of 
his ſtated reſidence, he called them to the worſhip of 
the true God: for © there he built an altar,” at which, 
doubtleſs, public ordinances were celebrated, taough 
Shiloh was deſerted, | P 
We are conſtrained. to acknowledge, that a character, 
like Samuel, mult be 2 bleſſing to any nation, and me- 
rits univerſal regard. Yet we, obſerve from this in- 
ftance, that the beſt of men, with the moſt eminent 
abilities as well as zeal and integrity, may ſeem to la- 
bour in vain, during a long. ſeaſon, for the advance- 
ment of truth and righteouſneſs. Notwithſtanding their 
continued exertions, the ſtate of things around them 
may rapidly advance from bad to worſe. But, even in 
ſuch dark and diſtreſſing times, let them not remit their 
diligence, or abate their ardour : as ſpiritual huſband- 
men, they ſhould {till * ſow in hope,” Let them water 
their 


their ſeed with much prayer to God, and it ſhall not 
be loſt, They themſelves may live to ſee it ſpring up, 
and produce a glorious harveſt; or if not, poſterity 
may reap the benefit. Their work is with the Lord; 
and they may cheerfully expect, that, in anſwer to their 
fervent petitions, He will ariſe to plead his own cauſe, 
—The miniſters of Chriſt, eſpecially, ſhould watch 
the favourable moment, when good impreſſions ap- 
pear, and then redouble their aſſiduity, in order to 
confirm and eſtabliſh any ſerious convictions and deſires 
in their people. Thus, perhaps, a real change may be 
effected amongſt them, and their profeſſions of religion 
rendered ſolid and abiding. | | 

O for ſuch a revival in our own day! O that God 


would pour out his Spirit abundantly, upon thoſe m 


the firſt place, who are intruſted with authority, both 
in the Church and State! For if men of this deſcrip- 
tion would exert their influence and abilities, a brighter 
proſpect would ſoon open upon us. But reformation 
is not the concern of governors alone: it is the duty 
and intereſt of all to promote it. And were indivi- 
duals, though of leſs extenſive power and in private 
life, to unite their endeavours for this purpoſe, very 
much might be done. But where is the zeal of our fa- 
thers? Ah! what a ſtupor has benumbed our ſouls ! 
To be active for the honour of God, and the ſalva- 
tion of mankind, is now a reproachful thing. But will 
not God require it at our hands? What ſhould be 
your conduct, who have children and ſervants under 
your control? Will you not be chargeable with their 
ignorance and profaneneſs ? If you fear that your pains 

| 27 Ri would 
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would be loſt, you ſhould try at leaſt, whether ſome- 
thing might not be effected. Whatever be the event, 
it is incumbent upon you to perform your part: in- 


ſtruct, exhort, warn, reprove, and puniſh, as the cafe 


may demand; and then leave the conſequence with 
God. J | , 
You too, who have no influence with man, may yet 


prevail by your applications at the throne of grace. 


Come, and uſe your intereſt with God; pray, like 
Samuel, for the people of the land ; and you may do 
more for them, than the mightieſt armies can. The 
prayer of a righteous man” is as effectual now, as it 
was in ancient days: and therefore, by means of your 
interceſſions, public calamities may be averted, our 
fgerceſt enemies confounded, and all their ſchemes de- 


feated. ad b 
Years before We return to Samuel, and behold him, at 
Chriſt, about 


10:6, an advanced age, much tried and diſtreſſed. 
On account of his own infirmities, he had taken his 
two ſons to be his aſſiſtants in the government“. But 
theſe were yery unlike their father, having no fear of 
God or concern for the general good. Through co- 
vetouſneſs and other baſe principles, they perverted 
Juſtice, were venal and oppreſſive. This mult have 
been a painful -affliftion to the prophet; and yet we 
have no right to aſcribe it to any blamable conduct in 
tim. We are not told, that he had neglected their 
education, or acted improperly in putting them into their 
office. Perhaps, they had appeared hopeful in earlier 
life and in a private ſtation, and, ſeduced by the temp- 


1 Sam. Vil. 1, &c. ; 
tations 
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tations of power and of wealth, had departed from 
ſormer profeſſions, and deceived the expectations of 
their pious parent. This, at leaſt, we know to have 
occurred in other caſes. Some of the moſt excellent 
characters have had the extreme calamity of ſeeing 
their dear children, unmindful of all their inſtructions, 
prayers, and examples, turn out diſſolute and abandon- 
ed, even after having diſcovered very promiſing figns 
of real religion. The Lord is not accountable to us 
for the diſpoſal of his favours. But, from his general 
providence and the gracious declarations of his word, 
you have reaſon to look for his bleſſing upon your 
offspring, while you are faithfully diſcharging your 
duties. And, though you ſhould feem to gain no ad- 
vantage with them for the preſent, they may hereafter 
remember your admonitions and intreaties to good 
purpoſe, and, through the prevalence of your inter- 
ceſſions, may be recovered to God, when you are 
ſleeping in the duſt, At any rate, you mult exert 
your utmoſt endeavours, and then be fatisfied under 
this perſuaſion, that * The Judge of all the earth will 
ſurely do right.” 

The people, diſguſted by the miſcondu@ of Samuel's 
ſons, defired a change of government, and petitioned 
that a King might be ſer over them with the ſame 
pomp as in other countries. They had ſome cauſe for 
complaint ; but their requeſt, probably, arofe from a 
diſcontented and ambitious ſpirit, and diſcovered much 
ingratitude towards Samuel, under whoſe adminiſtration 
they had enjoyed peculiar bleſſings. He conſidered it 
as a contempt put upon himſelf; but inſtead of re- 
proaching them, he made known his diſtreſs unto the 

| Lord, 
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Lord. The prophet, however, was reminded, that 
Ifrael had rejected, not him only but the God of hea- 
ven, by whoſe immediate appointment and continual 
direction their polity had been conducted. He was 
therefore inſtructed to yield to their deſires, after hav- 
ing ſolemnly proteſted againſt their plan, and warned 
them of the conſequences. His admonitions were heard 
with attention and reſpect ; but, when he ſaw them bent 
upon a change, he no Jonger oppoſed their wiſhes. 
This hiſtory may tend to lower our proud expecta- 
tions, and teach us not to depend upon human favour, 
For we obſerve, that men of the firſt abilities, of emi- 
nent piety, and of extenſive uſefulneſs, may live to be 
neglected, and be ſet aſide by the very perſons, who 
have derived ſingular advantages from their labours. 
But let thoſe, who lament that they are injuriouſſy 
ſlighted by their fellow creatures, like Samuel, com- 
mend their cauſe to God, and He will counſel, We 
and comfort them. 
A diſtinguiſhed honour was till put upon the pro- 
phet, even in the ſight of the people: for their very 


king received his appointment from him. It was inti- 


mated to him by revelation, that Saul, who was in a 
wonderful manner conducted to him, was to be inveſt- 
ed with the government; and therefore, without heſi- 
tation, he anointed him to the regal office *. It is 
pleaſing to behold his diſintereſtedneſs, his reſpect, and 
kindneſs toward the man, to whom he was about to 
reſign his authority. He entertained him, gave him 
all neceflary inſtructions for diſcharging the duties of 
his exalted ſtation, and, pouring the conſecrating oil 


* 1 Sam. ix. I, &c. 
| upon 


; 217524 lmlYdMdS#SSTT149% 33 
upon him, kiſſed him, in token of his ſubmiſſion and 
affection . 3 18 
What had been done in private, was ſoon afterwards 
ratified in public. He ſolemnly aſſembled the people 
at Mizpeh, and, after he had faithfully reproved them 
for their ingratitude in rejecting the divine adminiſ- 
tration, he pointed out their king to them, and declared 
what ſhould be the form and the rules of their civit 
conſtitution in future. 1 | 

Upon another occaſion alſo, after Saul's conqueſt of 
the Ammonites, when the nation was better affected 
towards their new ruler, Samuel took the opportunity: 
of eſtabliſhing the kingdom in his hands, and of bind - 
ing his ſubjects to him by the ſacred rites of religion . 
Then likewiſe, in a moſt animated addreſs, he called 
upon the whole congregation to avow their objections, 
if they had any, againſt himſelf: but, to a man, they 
were all compelled to acknowledge his integrity. This 
appeal, it ſhould ſeem, was made, not merely to vin- 
dicate his own character, but that he might thereon. 
ground his accuſation againſt them, for having caſt off 
the government of God through a proud, unbelieving 
ſpirit. To fix a deeper conviction of guilt upon their 
minds, and to ſhew that he was acting as the Miniſter 
of Jehovah, he ſpake the word, and a moſt tremen- 
dous ſtorm of thunder, uncommon at that ſeaſon of 
the year, excited a general terror among them. They 
confeſſed their ſin ; they reverenced the prophet, and 
entreated his charitable interceſſions, that they might 
not periſn in their iniquity. His purpoſe was an- 


® 1 Sam, x. 1, &c. + 1 Sam. xi, and xii. 
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ſwered: and therefore; he proceeded to encourage 
them by promiſes of God's unalterable ſupport and 
protection, ſo long as they ſhould cleave unto Him; 
but he warned them alſo, that their diſobedience would 
bring don utter deſtruction both upon them and their 
king. As to himſelf, he aſſured them, that, though 
he was retiring from the management of their public 
affairs, he could not but have their intereſts at heart, 
and would never ceaſe to offer up his prayers for them, 
or to inſtruct them in their duty. Thus was the 
higheſt deference ſecured to him: and, though he had 
reſigned the ſupreme authority, he continued to act, 
with ſome degree of power, in his judicial capacity to 
the end of life. 

The Lord, we perceive, will honour his faithful 
ſervants; but, perhaps, not in the very way they would 
have contrived or wiſned. They ſhould be content 
to leave to Him the juſtification of their integrity, 
even when they ſeem to be ſinking into neglect and 
contempt. Let them be anxious only to fulfil their 
truſt, whatever may be their acceptance with men. 
In the conduct of Samuel is exhibited a pattern of 
holy zeal, diſintereſtedneſs, and fidelity, which they 
ſhould ever keep in view. It is well, when we can 
boldly appeal to our deſpiſers and perſecutors, as to 
our ſincerity, and they are conſtrained to bear wit- 
neſs in our favour. Yet we ſhould beware, in ſpeak- | 
ing of ourſelyes, leſt we be influenced by pride and 
reſentment, For our motive. ſhould be, not that we 
may riſe and triumph by the confuſion of our enemies, 
but that God may be glorified, the cauſe of religion 
vindicated, good men confirmed in their principles, and 

ſinners 


f * 
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ſinners 83 unto righteouſneſs. But, whatever be 
the event, though we be depriyed of that rank we ance 
poſſeſſed, and of thoſe opportunities of extenſive uſe- 
fulneſs we once enjoyed, we ſhould ſtill endeavour to 
ſerve God and our fellow creatures, according to the 
talents which are continued to us, No contemptuous 
or injurious treatment ſhould provoke us to ceaſe from 
our pious labours, ſo long and ſo far as we are per- 
mitted to exerciſe them. 

Years bete We have ſeen Samuel edding up the 
Ciritt, 1093. civil power into the hands of Saul: but the 
Miniſter of religion will ſtill appear, in the ſequel of 
this hiſtory, ſuperior to the Prince. He had previouſly 
enjoined the king to wait for his coming till a particu- 
lar day, that he might offer ſacrifices for him, and in- 
ſtrut him in his conduct, before he went forth to 
battle againſt the  Philiſtines “. Samuel was not un- 
mindful of his engagement ; but it ſhould ſeem, that 
he purpoſely delayed his viſit till the ſet time was nearly 
expired. By this delay the pride and impatience of 
Saul were diſcovered : and then immediately the pro- 
phet preſented himſelf, in the name of the God of hea» 
ven, to reprove him for his diſobedience, and to declare 
the fatal conſequences of his tranſgreſſion, in his 1 8 
proaching deſtruction. 

Years before ON another occaſion we behold Samuel, 

Chriſt, 1079. with the ſame dignity, giving directions to 
the king, and paſſing judgment upon him f. He de- 
livered the divine commiſſion to him, for the utter 
extirpation of the Amalekites, and ſolemnly charged 


921 Sam. x. 8, and xiii, 8, &c. + 1 Sam. xv. 1, &c. 
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him to execute it punctually. But how great was his 
diſtreſs, when he heard that Saul had again provoked 
the anger of the Lord by his hypocriſy, and that he had 
not fully performed the command! Deeply affected 
with the ungrateful, rebellious ſpirit of the prince, and 
with the calamities coming upon him, he cried unto 
the Lord with moſt importunate interceſſions for him. 
But the ſentence againſt him was determined in the 
court of Heaven; and the painful raſk of declaring 
it was committed to Samuel. The man of God, 
therefore, with all the majeſty peculiar to his ſacred 
character, © not fearing the wrath of the king,“ ar- 
raigned him as a criminal, convicted him of covetouſ- 

eſs, pride, and diſſimulation, very ſharply reproved 
him for his diſobedience, and pronounced his condem- 
nation, He was then departing from him, with a 
holy indignation, but was detained a while, in compli- 
ance with the earneſt entreaties of Saul, that he might 
not ſhew him any open difreſpe&, or excite the con- 
tempt and oppoſition of the people againſt him. 

With the ſame authority, as the ſervant of God 
commiſſioned for that very purpoſe, he proceeded to 
execute the ſentence of death upon Agag, the king 
of the Amalekites, whom Saul had preſumptuouſly 
ſpared. "1 
This was the laſt viſit, which the prophet paid to 
the rejected prince of Iſrael. Yet let it not be thought 
that he was influenced by reſentment, arrogance, or 
cruelty. The very conduct, which a faithful diſcharge 
of his office required, was extremely afflitive to him- 
ſelf, Notwithſtanding any appearances to the contrary, 

he 
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he maintained, throughout, a moſt diſintereſted affec- 
tion for Saul, and, after he had utterly withdrawn from 
him, continued to mourn for him 1n ſecret. 

The miniſters of religion may perceive in Samuel, 
with what firmneſs, zeal, and courage they ſhould ſpeak 
and act. Though in their private capacity they be 
meek and benevolent, and know how to make conceſ- 
ſions, yet when ſupporting their high and ſacred cha- 
racter, as ambaſſadors of Heaven, they muſt © ſet 
their faces like a flint,” and have no © reſpect of per- 
ſons.” They are not exempted from allegiance to 
government; but, if they are called to addreſs kings 
and princes, they ſhould do it without fear or partia- 
lity, though with proper deference. On many occaſions 
they are under the neceſſity of declaring the moſt of- 
fenſive truths, which may ſubject them to the charge 
of pride, uncharitableneſs, and ſeyerity, at the very 
time that they ſuffer the utmoſt diſtreſs by the deli- 
very of their meſſage. They will not only labour in 
public, but weep and pray in ſecret, for the ſalvation 
of thoſe, whom they are ſuppoſed to condemn with 
bitterneſs. Vet, while they feel for the awful caſe 
of impenitent ſinners, they ſhould beware of counte- 
nancing their practices by any intimate connections, 
and ſhould therefore withdraw from their ſociety, 

Ves before The grief of Samuel, on Saul's account, 
Cheitt, 1063. diſcovered an amiable and pious temper ; 
but it ſeems to have been indulged to an extreme, 
and, perhaps, it diſpoſed him to complain of the 
divine conduct. The Lord, therefore, rebuked him, 

Das | charged 
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charged him to acquieſce in the rejection of Saul, and 
ſeat him with an expreſs commiſſion to anoint one of 
the ſons of Jeſſe, who was ſoon to be taifed to the 
throne . The prophet would gladly have declined the 
taſk : he gave way to the ſuggeſtions of unbelief, and 
urged the danger, to which his life would be expoſed 


from the reſentment of Saul: How can I go? If 


Saul hear it, he will kill me.” But his objections 
were over-ruled : he went in obedience to the com- 
mand, and David was pointed out to him, by a ſecret 
revelation, as the perſon to be conſecrated to the re- 
gal office. We alſo ſhould learn, not to indulge 
any exceſſive grief, even for the deſtruftion of the 
wicked. It becometh us not to reply againſt God, 
but to reſt aſſured, that © His judgment is according 
to truth.” Inſtead of complaining, that juſtice is dif- 
played in the puniſhment of ſinners, let us rejoice and 
give thanks, that any are “ appointed to obtain ſalva- 


tion by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Samuel! was now advanced in years, and retired 
from public buſineſs; and yet he was actively employ- 
ed in promoting the great intereſts of religion. He 
is ſuppoſed to have founded thoſe ſeminaries of pious 
education, *“ the ſchools of the prophets,” which 
tended to preſerve the purity of revelation, and to pro- 
vide proper perſons for the ſervice of the Church, 
The inſtitution, evidently, promiſed the moſt exten- 
ſive advantages, and, through the divine bleſſing, it 
continued to proſper for many generations. In theſe 
ſchools, probably, the man of God ſpent the cloſe of 


® 1 Sam. xvi. 1, &c. 


3 his 


SAMUEL, 39 
his life : for when David fled from the perſecution of 
Saul, he took refuge with Samuel, who, it is remarked, 
was „ ſtanding as appointed over the company of the 
prophets *.” Thither the murderous rage of Saul pur- 
ſued the trembling ſon of Jeſſe, and ſtemed likely to 
have deſtroyed both him and the aged prophet toge= 
ther. But they were miraculouſly: preſerved: for the 

Spirit of God came upon the furious king, as well as 
upon all his meſſengers; and he was confounded in his 

purpole. 

Thus we ſhould labour to the very laſt, and be 
' zealous for the cauſe of God, whoever may decline. 


Dangers perhaps may threaten us; but ler us attend 


to our proper work, and the Lord will defend us. 
« He knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reſerve the unjuſt unto the day 
of judgment to be puniſhed 7. By various methods 
He defeats the deſigns of his enemies, and, not uncom- 
monly, by an immediate impreſſion upon their minds, 
which conſtrains them, unaccountably to themſelves, 
co abandon their ſchemes, | 
Years before Aſter a life of eminent uſefulneſs Samuel 
Eun, 199% departed in peace, and his death was much 
lamented by the whole nation of Iſrael 1. How ho- 
nourable does the good man appear, even in a private 
ſtation ! Though he may be neglected by many, who 
once profeſſed to revere him, his worth will be ac- 
knowledged, when he is taken away, and his loſs will 
be felt by the Church. But while we contemplate 
thoſe excellent perſonages, who are now removed 


* 1 Sam, xix. 18, &, + 2 Pet, ii, 9. f 1 Sam, xxv. 1. 
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from the earth, we rejoice that * the reſidue of the 
Spirit“ is with God. May He raiſe up, among our- 
ſelves, faithful witneſſes for his name, endued with the 
ſame wiſdom, diligence, and ardour in religion, which 
his prophets and meſſengers of old poſſeſſed | By their 
miniſtry may He © revive his work,” eſtabliſh his 
own kingdom in righteouſneſs, and © make our Jeru- 
falem a praiſe in the earth! Amen, 
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Saul, an inſtance of diſſimulation—bis extraction and ap- 
pearance—condutted to Samuel—anointed— received an- 
other heart —prophefied—modeſt and forbearing —con- 
quered the Ammonites— ſacrificed contrary to Samuel s 
directions —reproved and condemned—not humbled— 
preſerved a ſhew of piety - bis raſh imprecations—ſuc- 
ceſsful in his wars — deſtroyed the Amalekites, but ſpared 
Agag convicted by Samuel—=rejeFed —impenitent. - 


Is this practical review of Scripture Characters, while 
men of different deſcriptions paſs before us, it will be 
uſeful to remark the difference of the divine conduct 
towards them, Indeed, the government of God 1s fo 
extenſive and myſterious, that we preſume not to un- 
derſtand, or diſcover, all the - reaſons of his various 
proceedings : but we ſhall perceive ſufficient proof 
of his love of holineſs, and abhorrence of iniquity. 
Throughout the whole of his adminiſtration, we ſhall 
| obſerve, that the upright in heart are his delight, and 
the objects of his care; but that the wicked, whatever 
diſguiſe they may aſſume, are hateful in his ſight, 
and that, ſooner or later, | Had feel the effects of his 


indignation, 
There 
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There have been thoſe, indeed, who, in one period 
of their lives, were diſtinguiſhed by ſingular favours, 
and in another were marked as examples of the divine 
vengeance. Yet, even in theſe inſtances, where God 
utterly rejects them, whom he once ſeemed to regard 
with kindneſs, there is no unrighteouſneſs with Him; 
« a God of truth, and without 1niquity, juſt and right 
is He.” Neither is there any change in His pur- 
poſes; for © He is of one mind;” though there be, 
in our views, a manifeft alteration, and we may be 
ready to conclude, from the diſpenſations of his pro- 
vidence, that He has departed from his wo 
deſign. 

Such are the reflections, which will be ſuggeſted to 
us, as we are conſidering the character of Saul, He 
was raiſed to peculiar eminence by the immediate ap- 
pointment of God, and by the ſame appointment was 
caſt down, ſo as at laſt to periſh under ſigns of hea- 
vieſt diſpleaſure, From the firſt part of his hiſtory, 
we are induced to form a favourable judgment of him ; 
for we perceive many things amiable in his temper, 
and laudable in his conduct, We wonder, then, what 
was the cauſe of his miſcarriage, and whence it came 
that ſo hopeful a beginning ſhould have ſo miſerable 
_ a concluſion. But is it uncommon for thoſe, who are 
deſtitute of ſound principles and real integrity of heart, 
to put on a fair appearance for a ſeaſon, to practiſe 
many duties, and, without betraying any inconſiſtency, 
to maintain a zealous profefiion of religion? Is it at 


all ſtrange, then, that theſe, perſons, when brought into 
circumſtances of 22 temptation, ſhould ſuddenly 


throw 
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throw off the maſk, and proclaim their own infince- 
rity? Awful as the caſe is, there are not a few, who, 
to our apprehenſions, begin in the Spirit, and end in 


the fleſh, Such was Saul. Let his example be im- 


proved as a ſolemn warning to all, to beware of diſ- 
ſimulation, Let us be afraid of ſelf-deceit, and not 


be ſatisfied with good intentions, or a partial, tempo- 


rary obedience. Let us conſider well the nature of 
that ſervice, into which we are called to enter, and 
te having put our hands to the plough,” let us not dare 
to look back, but * be faithful unto death,” if we 
would receive the crown of life, This is a ſubje&, 
which ſhould excite * great ſearchings of heart,” and 
very fervent prayer to God. Thou only, O Lord, 
trieſt the reins : Help us to diſcern our real character; 
deliver us from all formality and hypacriſy ; ſhew us, 
whereinſoever we are deceived; make us entirely 


conformable to thy Will; and eg us to hy hea- 


venly kingdom. 

The Iſraelites had deſired a change of government, 
and the Lord had promiſed that their wiſhes ſhould be 
gratified. For that purpoſe the regal office was inſti- | 
tuted, and Saul nominated to it. The appointment, 
doubtleſs, was moſt honourable, but no evidence of any 


true excellency in him. The prince was intended to 


reſcue the people from their enemies, but, at the ſame 
time, to be a ſcourge to them for their perverſeneſs. 
For thus ſaid the Lord, concerning this r* 4 _ 
thee a king in mine 3 * 


2 Hoſ. xiii. 11. 


Saul 
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Saul was deſcended from a Benjamite of conſidera- 
ble property: he was the ſon of Kiſh, © a mighty man 
of power, and by his engaging and majeſtic appear- 

ance ſeemed likely to conciliate eſteem, and command 
reſpe& with a nation fond of pomp and grandeur *, 
For © he was a choice young man and a goodly: and 
there was not among the children of Iſrael a goodlier 
perſon than he,” But he owed not his cxaltation to 
any influence, which he derived from his family or the 
gracefulneſs of his figure. The power was committed 
to him by the divine direction; and the Iſraelites were 
inſtructed to receive him, as choſen of God to rule 
over them, | a 
Yers before By a ſtrange providence, whilſt he ſought 
Ohritt 1095. for the aſſes which his father had loſt, he 
was conducted to Samuel, who had been previouſly 
commanded, by a private revelation, to anoint him to 
the high function. The prophet, therefore, addreſſed 
him with the utmoſt reſpect, and intimated his ap- 
proaching advancement : © On whom,” ſaid Samuel, 
ce jg all the deſire of Iſrael? Is it not on thee, and 
on all thy father's houſe?“ Flattering as this ſalu- 
tation was, 1t ſeemed not to raiſe any afpiring thoughts 
in him. He replied, with a becoming modeſty, © Am 
not I u Benjamite, of the ſmalleſt of the tribes of 
Iſrael? and my family the leaſt of all the families of 


the tribe of Benjamin? whercfore then ſpeakeſt thou 
ſo to me?“ 


In the conch of the interview, he was treated with 
2 peculiar deference, and inſtructed in the duties of 


® x Sam. ix. 1, &c. 


his 
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his future office by the wiſe and pious converſation of 
Samuel. Upon his diſmiſſion, he received from the 
prophet the conſecrating oil, and an aſſurance, that he 
was appointed to be © Captain over the Lord's inheri- 
tance *®,” The declaration was fo aftoniſhing, that, 
probably, it ſtaggered his belief: and therefore, to 
convince him, that this whole matter was ordered of 
God, and that He would afford him protection, vari- 
ous ſigns were given him, which were all 1 
on that very day. | 
„When he had dees his back to go Ginn 
Samuel, God gave him another heart, A wonderful 
change was produced in his views, abilities, and in- 
clinations : but it is doubted, how far this change ex- 
tended. Some have ſuppoſed, that, by the ſanctify- 
ing influence of divine grace, he was renewed in righ- 
teouſneſs, and became a holy perſon. But this is 
much more than is implied in the expreſſion, or can 
be inferred from any part of the hiſtory. It is not 
ſaid, that he received © a new” but © another heart: 
not, that he was made holy, but © turned into another 
man.” The Lord, who had called him to ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed an office, immediately qualified him for it, and, 
by an extraordinary power, inſpired him with ſenti- 
ments and diſpoſitions ſuitable to a king. His mind, 
then, no longer intent upon the objects of his for- 
mer occupation, aimed at greater things, and thought 
only of the momentous concerns of government. He 
was deſigned to be a brave General, and a wiſe Prince; 


* 1 SAM, x. 1, &c. n 
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46 - SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
for which purpoſe he was endued from above with un- 
derſtanding, courage, vigour, and activity. 

Thoſe, whom the Lord appoints to any ſervice, will 
receive, in due time, an adequate meaſure of prepa- 
ration for it. He, who poſſeſſes all fulneſs in himſelf, 
is pleaſed to furniſh them, whom He employs as his 
inſtruments, with all needful talents and abilities. But 
a qualification for the moſt extenſive uſefulneſs does 
not imply any real excellency of moral character, 
Many, like Saul, may be ſuddenly changed, and yer 
not converted to God; may be fitted for ſome impor- 
tant poſt in life, and yet not made the children of God 
and the heirs of his kingdom. We muſt, therefore, 
carefully diſtinguiſh between the moſt eminent gifts 
and the leaſt degree of ſanctiſying grace. There are 
thoſe, who may be enabled to fill a high department, 
either in the Church or State, with conſiderable advan- 
tage to ſociety, who may nevertheleſs continue vocally | 
deſtitute of true religion. | 
Saul was met upon the road by a company of pro- 

phets, © and the Spirit of God came upon him, and 
he propheſied among them.” This circumſtance oc- 
caſioned great aſtoniſhment, and, probably, it was de- 
ſigned to convince the people, that he was called to 
the government; but it did not prove, that he poſſeſſed 
any holy diſpoſitions toward God. Many, at the laſt 
awful day, will plead their gifts, their uſefulneſs, and 
their reputation in the Church: * Lord, Lord, have 
we not propheſied in thy name? and in thy name have 
caſt out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works?” To whom the Judge will * “I never knew 
you: 


SAV Lo) = 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity *,” And 
do not ſome modern profeflors of the Goſpel reſt in 
common attainments, which, though we attribute them 
to Gad and the operation of his Spirit, are often be- 
ſtowed on carnal perſons, and are, therefore, no mark 
of the divine approbation? To deſcribe, and eſtimate 
with exactneſs, the different ſyſtems of faith; to diſ- 
pute with zeal for right doctrines; to talk, and pray, 
and preach, with fluency of ſpeech, and to the admi- 
ration of - the hearers ;—theſe are conſidered as moſt 
valuable acquiſitions, and on theſe, we fear, ſome place 
their dependence. Yet with ſuch qualifications, they 
may be proud, and covetous, and contentious, and 
revengeful, and at laſt go down to eternal deſtruction. 

But, though Saul was thus diſtinguiſhed, he did not 
at that time betray any ſigns of vanity or ambition. He 
was not forward to proclaim his approaching advance- 
ment, but with great modeſty concealed” the matter 
even from his friends; nor did he take one ſtep to ſeat 
himſelf on the throne. Nay, when the people were 
ſolemnly convened by Samuel, for the purpoſe of re- 
ceiving their king according to the Lord's appointment, 
and of inveſting him with his high office, it ſhould 
ſeem that Saul, from a ſenſe of his own inſufficiency, 
would gladly have declined the honour ; for he had ſe- 
creted himſelf from their notice. And, after his inau- 
guration, he was backward to aſſume any regal pomp ;. 
he retired, as uſual,” to his own houſe. A retinue, 
indeed, accompanied him, for the ſupport of his au- 

_ thority; but he did not provide it for himſelf; it was 


* Matt. vii. 22, 23. i 
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« a band of men, whoſe hearts God had touched. 
By many others he was treated with inſolent contempt, 
which might have excited the warmeft reſentment, 
eſpecially when he was armed with power: but, with 
fingular meekneſs and diſcretion, he paſſed by the of- 
fence, and © held his peace.” 

This is a pleaſing part of his character, and may be 
propoſed for general imitation. The hiſtory deſcribes 
him as an obedient ſon, attentive to the commands of 
his father, and concerned leſt his long abſence ſhould 
diſtreſs him. His ſurpriſe at the firſt hint of his eleva- 
tion, his diffidence and humility when the honour was 
tendered to him, his modeſty and forbearance upon his 
advancement, have. conciliated our eſteem and raiſed 
our expectations. We ſhould rejoice to ſee the ſame 
prudent reſerve, the ſame gentleneſs of ſpirit, particu- 
larly in young men of eminent attainments. Alas! 
what conceit and arrogance, what a vehement and vin- 
dictive temper, do we diſcover even in ſome, who 
pride themſelves upon their morality ! We refer them 
to Saul for a reproof. In others indeed, who are evi- 
dently deſtitute of religion, we perceive a condeſcen- 
ſion and readineſs to forgive, which proceed not from 
holy principles, and yet render them agreeable and uſe- 
ful members of ſociety. We reſpect and value them 
in their place, but lament, that, while they go ſo far, 
they ſhould go no farther. What will avail their ami- 
able qualities in the ſight of men, without piety toward 
God? | | 

Saul ſtill continued in a private fituation, meekly 
waiting the event, and, though appointed to a king- 

= | dom, 
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dom, diſdained not to follow his former occupation, 
till the Lord was pleaſed to call him forth to public 
notice. During his attendance on his cattle, he heard 
that the inhabitants of Jabeſh were threatened by the 
Aramonites; and immediately, through the powerful 
influence of the divine Spirit upon his mind, being 
fired with indignation, he ſtirred up the people to op- 
poſe their inſulting enemies“. His diſpatch, and pru- 
dence, and courage, were moſt aſtoniſhing. In a very 
ſhort ſpace, he aſſembled a numerous army; he march- 
ed, fought, and conquered. This ſingular victory in- 
duced the nation to receive him as their Governor, 
and from that time he was fully eſtabliſhed in the 
throne, We are ſtruck with his clemency in the hour 
of his triumph. For, when it was propoſed, that 
thoſe who had been ill affected towards him, ſhould 
be deſtroyed for their inſolence, he declared his deter- 
mination to pardon them, and, with an appearance 
of gratitude and devotion, aſcribed the deliverance to 
God, | | 

From what motive this conduct proceeded, we pre- 
ſume not to aſſert. But ſurely the ſame patience, in 
waiting the diſpoſals of Providence, the fame forbear- 
ance towards ſcoffers and calumniators, are equally in- 
cumbent upon all. We know, who hath faid, © Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourſelves.” But where are 
thoſe, who, with power in their hands, can put up 
with indignities and injuries from an inferior? How 
many, profeſſing to be followers of Jeſus, ſtand re- 


Y * 1 Sam. xi. 5, &c. + Rom. xii. 19. 
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proved for their impetuoſity, their bitterneſs, and deſire 


So far the hiſtory has repreſented Saul in an amia- 
ble light: but a melancholy change ſucceeds. Nor is 
the caſe ſingular. Who does not ſhed a tear over the 
multitudes, that have appeared to run well in the 
Chriſtian race, and yet, through ſome hinderance or.. 
other, have at laſt “ drawn back unto perdition ?” 
Grandeur and proſperity, we apprehend, were fatal to 
Saul, and have been ſo to thouſands. After two years, 
we no longer behold him the ſame bold and generous 
commander, as' before, at leaſt, in many inſtances he 
will appear cowardly, mean, and hypocritical, He 
had experienced the divine protection and ſupport in 
an eminent degree; but we ſhall ſoon perceive him 
the ſcorn of his enemies, a terror to himſelf, and a 
burden to all around him. This will furniſh an 1n- 
ſtructive leſſon. © The Lord is with you, while ye 
be with Him, and if ye ſeek Him, He will be found 
of you; but if ye forſake Him, He will forſake you *.” 
Years before Perhaps through a love of caſe and ſplen- 
Chriſt, 1093. our, upon coming to the full poſſeſſion of 
the regal dignity, he neglected for two years to ſhake 
off the oppreſſive tyranny of the Philiſtines, who there- 
fore improved the opportunity and gathered ſtrength, 
while his own ſubjects were diſſatisfied with his con- 
duct . At length the alarm of war was given: the 
Philiſtines took the field againſt him; and he was re- 
duced to a great ſtrait, The Iſraelites were terrified 
by the threats of the enemy, and, having no confidence 


* 2 Chron. xv. 2. + 1 Sam. xiii. 1, &c. 
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in their king, deſerted him in large numbers. His 
obedience was then put to the teſt, and he failed in the 
hour of trial. He had been charged, doubtleſs by the 
direction of God himſelf, to wait ſeven days, till Sa- 
muel ſhould arrive to furniſh him with inſtructions, 
and to preſide in the offices of religion: but through 
impatience and unbelief, contrary to the injunction, he 


preſumed to offer ſacrifices without him. Immedi- 


ately, and within the appointed time, the meſſenger of 
the Lord appeared, and called the prince to account 
for what he had done. 

Saul, we have ſeen, had tranſgreſſed a plain com- 
mand ; but he attempted, by paltry excuſes, to juſtify 
his conduct, and even boaſted of his attention to the 
divine ſervice. He pleaded, that he had waited, ac- 
cording to the order given him, that his people were 
deſerting him, and the Philiſtines ready to attack him; 
and therefore, that, as he dared not to engage in the 


war without firſt imploring the protection of God, he 


had himſelf performed the proper acts of devotion, in 
violence to his own wiſhes, and of unavoidable neceſ- 
ſity. This was ſpecious ; but it was hypocritical. 
Samuel detected his inſincerity, and, not allowing any 
of his pleas, condemned his diſobedience, and declared 
the Lord's determination to deprive him of that power, 
which he had abuſed. | 

Saul laid great ſtreſs, as formaliſts and diſſemblers 
generally do, on the external rites of religion, which he 
would not neglect ; but he attended not to the divine 
precept any farther than ſuited his own inclination or 
convenience, Perhaps he was proud of his authority, 


E 2 and, 
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and, not brooking any ſubmiſſion to the prophet, de- 
fired to convince the people, that His aſſiſtance was 
not wanted: he therefore, inſolently and profanely, en- 
croached on the prieſt's office; and it will be recol- 
lected, that, for a ſimilar offence, king Uzziah was 
ſmitten with leproſy *, Vet many conſiderations might 
| ſeem to palliate his guilt, if not to vindicate his con- 
duct. It might be argued, that he was compelled by 
the difficulties of his ſituation, that the action at leaſt 
was good, and that the preſence of Samuel could be 
but of little conſequence.—Alas ! how prone men are 
to make light of ſin! how ready to frame excuſes in 
their own defence, when they tranſgreſs ! This, or the 
other crime, it is alleged, is but a trifle; and, as they 
are driven to great ſtraits, a pecuhar licence may be 
allowed them. | | 
Sinners, you deceive yourſelves. Nothing can juſ- 
tify a plain neglect of duty, in the moſt minute inſtance. 
Beware of “ contemning ſmall things ;”” left you“ fall 
by little and little.” To call that a trifle, which is a 
breach of an expreſs command, is to ſet aſide or de- 
preciate the authority of God. You might account the 
offence of your firſt parents as of no vaſt magnitude 
but, by the juſt judgment of God, it has © brought 
death into the world, and all our woe.” The Lord 
only knows the ſecret ſprings of action; and, in His 
ſight, that conduct may be baſe and deteſtable, as the 
ſacrifice of Saul was, which before men may ſeem pro- 
per and laudable. You may be involved in dangers 
and diſtreſſes, like Saul; but in thoſe very circum- 


* 2 Chron, Xavi. 19. q | 
ances, 
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ſtances, you are required to evince your faith and obe- 
dience. If you are not willing to truſt and ſubmit to 
God in the utmoſt perplexities, we may fear you have 
no real regard to him at all. f 
It had been declared, that the government of Saul 
ſhould not continue, on account of his contemptuous 
violation of the divine command. He was ſtill kept 
upon his trial; but no favourable change appeared. 
Nay, the very awful denunciation of the prophet pro- 
duced not any good effect. We perceive no marks of 
humiliation ;- we hear not one petition to God for the 
pardon of his offence. And, when the judgments and 
ce terrors of the Lord” make little or no impreſſion 
upon finners, we have cauſe to Fn that their 
caſe 1s hopeleſs indeed, 

The king of Iſrael, probably, being diſpleaſed wich 
Samuel's faithful reproof, wiſhed for no more commu- 
nications with him. Yet he did not therefore caſt off 
the profeſſion of religion. He procured the high- 
prieſt from Shiloh to attend him in the camp, and per- 
haps was ſatis fied with the preſence and the ſervices of 
a miniſter, who would not be ſo troubleſome to him, 


as Samuel had been“. But, whilſt he ſhould have 


been leading his forces againſt the Philiſtines, he was 
weak, fooliſh, and dejected. With a ſmall company 
of ſix hundred men, who were alſo diſpirited, he feem- 
ed to retire from them, at leaſt not to poſſeſs coura 
enough to attack them. 
The proſpect was dark: for what de be expected 
in favour of 'Ifracl, when God had been menen by 
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54 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS» 
their king, at the very entrance upon this expedition? 
Yet He graciouſly interpoſed for the deliverance of his 
people, whilſt He ſhewed the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation 
of Saul. Jonathan, the young prince, and his armour- 
bearer, with an holy ardour and confidence in God, 
which aſtoniſn us, ruſhed into the camp of the Philiſ- 
tines, and, through their means, that mighty army 
was put to flight and vanquiſhed. | 

Saul, indeed, upon the noife of the battle, with 


great impatience purſued the enemy ; but it ſhould 
Jeem, that his raſh and impolitic behaviour, in re- 


ſtraining his men from food, rather interrupted than 
aſſiſted the ſlaughter. With a ſemblance of devotion, 
he ſtopped to offer ſacrifice ; and on that occaſion it is 
remarked, that © he built his firſt altar unto the Lord.” 
Can any thing more clearly prove his hypocriſy? In 
his beſt days, he had neglected the divine ſervice, and 
never diſcovered any true zeal for the ſupport of reli- 
gion. But now, in a ſtate of apoſtaſy from God, to 
ſalve his conſcience, and to preſerve appearances, he _ 
procures the attendance of a miniſter, and, for the 
firſt time, erects a place for public worſhip. There 
is, then, a ſhow of piety, and an external regard to 
ordinances, which perſons of the worſt principles and 
diſpoſitions may maintain. But theſe are unavailing 
and deteſtable, in the ſight of God, 

Saul was eager to proceed in the purſuit of the 
Philiſtines, but, upon the propoſal of the high-prieſt, 
he waited to conſult the Lord, No anſwer was given; 
whence the concluſion was evident, that the diſpleaſure 


of heaven had been incurred, Who, then, was the 


4 offender ? 
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offender ? Through the raſh and profane imprecation 
of Saul, Jonathan was unwarily brought into condemn- 
ation, for having taſted a little food in the fatigues of 
the battle: and immediately the cruel father, moſt 
ſevere in his animadverſions upon his pious ſon, and 
not humbling himſelf for his own miſconduct, which 
was the real cauſe of the diſtreſs, prepared to take 
vengeance on him. But the amiable youth was reſcued 
by the interpoſition of the people in his favour; and 
thus the reproof fell upon the head of the king. After 
this incident, which ſcems to have excited diſguſt in 
the mind of Sau}, he retired from the purſuit of the 
enemy, and neglected to improve the victory. What 
do we obſerve in the whole of his behaviour on this 
occaſion, but an impetuous, proud, malignant, and 
impious diſpoſition ? And do we not, in every inſtance, 
perceive, that man, left to himſelf, betrays the ſad 
depravity of his nature, and is enſlaved to the baſeſt 
tempers ? | 3 
Notwithſtanding the threatenings, which had been 
denounced againſt Saul, the Lord was pleaſed to make 
uſe of him as an inſtrument of protecting his people, 
and of chaſtiſing their oppreſſors. He obtained vari- 
ous ſucceſſes in war; and in the mean time a further 
probation was allowed him. But, perhaps, his very 
proſperity proved a ſnare to him, and prevented him 
from attending to his guilt and danger. The Lord is 
long- ſuffering toward ſinners, who are the declared 
objects of his wrath ; and, while he is pouring down 
temporal comforts upon, them, he gives them full op- 
portunity of manifeſting their real characters. But 
E 4 their 
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their continued impenitence will at length bring on 
them complete and final deſtruction. 
Years before The following tranſaction exhibits the 
Chriſt, about . ES» ins CS 
1079. Jewiſh prince in his true colours; and it was 
deſigned to draw forth and evince the hypocriſy of his 
heart. His obedience was again put to the teſt by 
the expreſs direction of God; and he was found to be 
unfaithful and rebellious. The prophet Samuel, who 
had, probably, been avoided on account of his former 
reproofs, was ſent to the king, requiring him, in the 
name of Jehovah from whom he had received his 
power, and as ever he wiſhed to teſtify his regard to 
the divine authority, to go and utterly deſtroy the 
Amalekites “. It was alleged, that this ſinful nation, 
particularly for their injurious treatment of the Iſrael- 
ites, was doomed, by the righteous judgment of Hea- 
ven, to entire deſolation. He was, therefore, charged 
to pay no reſpect to age or ſex, and to kill both man 
and beaſt. Without heſitation, and with great ardour, 
he proceeded to execute the commiſſion. A nume- 
rous army was ſummoned, with which he attacked and 
conquered the Amalekites, But his infincerity was 
k - manifeſted, in * doing the work of the Lord deceit- 
My fully.” For, through ſome baſe principles, probably 
tl through covetouſneſs or ambition, he ſpared Agag, the 
| king of the Amalekites, and deſtroyed only to much 
+. 1 of the ſpoil as was worthleſs, relerving all that was 
valuable for his own emolument, This is a frequent 
caſe. Many will ſerve God with alacrity and zeal, ſo 
Jong as they are thereby promoting their own temporal 


— r — 
— — —„-„—-¼èͤ 2yᷣęʃĩ —— 
— — > - — — '- 

— — —— - * of 4 = — = = 
— = — Tri ä - — 2 — — 2 . 
_—— — -- — — — — = — 2 - - ro — 

——̃ — 2 — 22 — > — — = — = = 


41 


— —- — — — 
— — — — — 


* 1 Sam. xv. 1, &c. a 
intereſt; 


SES 0 


SAUL, © | 57 
intereſt ; but, when their duty militates againſt their 
ſelfiſh ſchemes, they diſcover their unſoundneſs, and 
will rather renounce their allegiance to God, than 
forego their preſent advantage. But will He accept a 
partial obedience? Will He not reject with diſdain 
ſuch hypocrites, as profeſs to honour him, and yet 
tender him only the ſervice, which is convenient or 


profitable to themſelyes ? © Be not deceived; God i is 


not mocked,” 

The divine indignation was kindled again Saul ; 
and the ſame prophet, who had given him the com- 
miſſion, was ſent to reprove him for its unfaithful 
execution. The haughty monarch, indeed, proud of 
his ſucceſs, had erected a trophy for his own glory; 
and, as if he were not conſcious of any crime, he 
went up to Samuel, with an appearance of devout re- 
ſpe& and of great confidence, and began to boaſt that 
he had done his duty. But he was immediately con- 
victed on the plaineſt evidence: the bleating of the 
ſheep and the lowing of the oxen, which had been 
ſpared, were ſufficient proofs againſt him.—lIt is al- 
ways a ſuſpicious ſign, when men are forward to pro- 
claim their own obedience; for,' in general, thoſe are - 
moſt ready to tell of their doings, who are moſt defec- 
tive. If we are conceited of our goodneſs, let us exa- 
mine, Is there nothing in our tempers or conduct, 
which gives the lie to our profeſſion? May we not 
be detected, as Saul was, by ſome manifeſt inconſiſt- 
encies? 

The AiMmulating prince was unwilling to yield to 
the reproof: which was another unfavourable ſymp- 

tom. 
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tom. He endeavoured to caſt the blame from himſelf 
upon the people, alleging, that they had been the cauſe. 


of preſerving the choiceſt of the ſpoil, and that, if 


the action were in ſome degree wrong, the motive at 

leaſt was excellent, as they meant to devote the prey 

to religious purpoſes, This was a poor-fubterfuge in- 

deed. For, had the people been diſpoſed to violate 
their duty, it was His part to direct and reſtrain them 

and to give up his authority to them was no other than 
treachery to God. It ſhould ſeem alſo, that his plea 

of a good intention was both frivolous and falſe : frivo- 

lous, becauſe a pious deſign will never juſtify what is 

really criminal in itſelf ; and falſe, becauſe covetouſneſs, 
not devotion, was the leading principle in the tranſ- 

greſſion. Samuel, therefore, would not allow the ex- 

cuſe, but condemned his conduct, as evincing a fad 
change, proceeding from a haughty and rapacious ſpi- 

rit, and implying an avowed contempt of God. Still 

the king continued to vindicate himſelf on the very 

ſame ground, and maintained his own integrity. Ah! 

how difficult it is, to bring ſinners to an acknowledg- 

ment of their offences! But ſurely it is a mark of a 

proud and unhumbled heart, to caſt about for apolo- 

gies, and to fly from one evaſion to another, in de- 

fence of that which is evil. 

At length, however, Saul put on the ſemblance of a 
penitent. When he perceived the prophet's firmneſs 
in reproving him, and had heard the ſolemn declaration, 
that he muſt be driven from his kingdom, he made a 
confeſſion of his fin, yet in ſuch a way as to diſcover 
his hypocriſy. He cried out, indeed, © I have ſinned,” 

| but 
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but was till deſirous to find ſome extenuation of his 
crime; and therefore he alleged, that he had done it, 
only through a timid compliance with the people. This 
was not probable: for in other reſpects, when his own 
honour was concerned, he was tenacious enough of 
his authority; or, if true, it was no vindication, be- 
cauſe he ſhould have ſcrupulouſly followed the divine 
direction, againſt all oppoſition. The real convert, 


we apprehend, will unreſervedly take ſhame to him- 


ſelf; and, though others may be partners in his guilt, 
he will be more likely to account himſelf chief in the 


tranſgreſſion, than to caſt the blame upon them: whilſt 


the diſſembler will catch at every appearance of an ex- 
cuſe, to palliate his offence. 

It is evident alſo, from the very confeſſions of Saul, 
that he was not convinced of the heinouſneſs of his 
ſin. He dreaded the conſequences. of Samuel's diſ- 
pleaſure, and to Him, therefore, he made his applica- 
tion for pardon, being moſt ſolicitous to regain his fa- 
vour.— Ah! what will it avail us, to obtain forgive- 
neſs from our fellow creatures! Let us ſeriouſly conſi- 
der, of how great magnitude is our wickedneſs in the 
ſight of a holy God! A proper ſenſe of this will ſwal- 
low up every other thought, and conſtrain us to cry 
out, with David, « Againſt Thee, Thee only, have I 
ſinned *.“ | | 

The prophet was departing from him in diſguſt, 
and with heavy denunciations ; when the king, neither 
humbling himſelf before God, nor willing to be diſ- 


_ graced before his ſubjects, laid hold on him, and ear- 
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60 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 

neſtly entreated him to ſtay with him awhile, and pay 
him ſome public reſpect. I have finned,” ſaid he, 
cc yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders 
of my people, and before Iſrael, and turn again with 
me, that I may worſhip the Lord thy God.” This 
was very groſs indeed; it ſhewed, that he chiefly de- 
fired to preſerve appearances with men, and was moſt 
of all diſtreſſed, ' becauſe his reputation would ſuffer, 
and perhaps a defection take place in his kingdom. 
Was this any mark of true repentance, or even con- 
ſiſtent with it? Yet how many are there of a like de- 
ſcription, who flatter themſelves that they are converted 
to God, whilſt their main concern is, to obtain ſome 
tokens of favour from pious. miniſters, or other excel- 
lent perſons, in order that they may be thought well of 
in the world! This, at leaſt, is the language of their 
hearts, * Honour me now,” as if the-good opinion of 
men would fatisfy. them. But where there is ſuch a 
ſolicitude to maintain a character, we apprehend that 
the odiouſneſs of ſin is not rightly underſtood, and that 
there is no real humiliation on account of it. 

Saul indeed, immediately afterwards, and in the 
preſence of Samuel, © worſhipped the Lord ;” but, 
it ſhould ſeem, this was done, merely in pretence, 
and to keep his credit. In the very ſame manner, the 
external rites and duties of religion are ſcrupulouſly 
obſerved and conſtantly practiſed by ſome, who diſlike 
the whole buſineſs. Let us beware, leſt our devotion 
be of this ſort: for it is moſt baſe to worſhip the 
Lord, through a regard to our own reputation. 


What 


hat 


s Aut. | 61 
What wonder was it, then, that the Lord rejected 
Him, whoſe beſt ſervice was an act of vile diſſimula- 
tion? We read not, that he was ever humbled for his 
offence. Though he was ſpared for a long time after 
this tranſaction, the goodneſs of God did not lead him 
to repentance ; for he continued, to the laſt, proud; 
and cruel, and profane. And the Lord repented, 
that he had made Saul king over Iſrael.“ There was 
not, there could not be, any alteration in the counſels 
of God, or in the ſyſtem of His government, He 
foreſaw what Saul would be, and knew, that by his 
diſobedience and hypocriſy he would bring down the 
heavieſt judgments upon himſelf and his people. But 
from this period of the hiſtory, as Saul's inſincerity 
was now manifeſted, the divine conduct towards him 
was evidently changed; ſo that, ſpeaking after the man- 
ner of men, it ſeemed as if God repented of the favours 
beſtowed upon him. 2 
The caſe is moſt awful; but it uy be improved to 
9 purpoſes. 
Let all examine their own ſtate and character. 
11 we profeſs to ſerve the Lord, let us be afraid of 
coming ſhort of real religion; for we have ſeen, that 
a partial obedience will not ſuffice. Let us inquire, 
then, Do we deſire to do the wnors Will of God? Is 
there no convenient fin, no favourite luſt, that we 
ſpare? Are we truly humbled for our guilt, and wil- 
ling to take ſhame to ourſelves before God and man, 
without ſceking, or reſting on, any frivolous excuſes ? 
2, Let the ſincere penitent be comforted, Many, 


whoſe hearts are vey with God, are ſo oppreſſed 
with 
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with a ſenſe of their iniquities, eſpecially of ſuch as 
have been committed after hopeful! appearances and 
profeſſions of piety, that they fear the hiſtory of Saul 
Is a picture of themſelves. A concluſion this, moſt 
painful indeed ! But to you, who hate every evil way, 
we can adminiſter conſolation. The very diſtreſs you 
feel is a favourable ſign; a proof, that you are not re- 
jected of God; for to Him you muſt aſcribe ycur ab- 
horrence of ſin, and your earneſt deſire to be renewed 
in holineſs. Saul's . caſe, then, is not your's. You 
have thoſe diſpoſitions of mind, which are an evidence 
of grace, and which he had not. O give thanks; and 
&* hold faſt that which you have received. 

3- Let hypocrites be alarmed, and perſuaded to turn 
unto God, not in form and appearance only, but with 
unfeigned ſincerity. For what will avail their boaſted 
duties, and all their ſpecious pretences to devotion ? 
The Lord, who ſearches the heart, deteſts their loud 
profeſſions of love to Him, and will ſoon expoſe the 
baſeneſs of their characters. O think, then, How 
ſhall you ſtand in the Judgment before Him! Be ſoli- 
citous, not merely to avoid diſgrace in this world, but 
to eſcape that ſhame and everlaſting contempt, which 
will be the portion of deceivers. 


8 


SECT, 2. 


Saul, troubled by an evil ſdirit—preferred David. —ix- 
cenſed at his popularity—afraid of him—married his 
daughter to him—fruſtrated in frequent attempts to kill 
him—continued to perſecute him, though twice, being 
ſpared by David, he relented—terrified by the Philiſ- 
tines, conſulted a witch—confounded by Samuel s ap- 
pearance overcome in battle—deſftroyed himſelf, 


Wrarever ſanguine hopes we had entertained, 
upon our firſt view of the character of Saul, if we 
advert to the circumſtances which we laſt conſidered, 
we ſhall expect nothing from the ſequel of his hiſtory, 

to yield us any pleaſure. We left him in a moſt aw- 
ful ſituation ; though a king upon his throne, an object 
of commiſeration, rather than of envy. He had tranſ- 
greſſed the command, and incurred the wrath of 
God; yet he was not humbled for his ſin, nor did he 
ſeek reconciliation, Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, 
his faithful friend and counſellor, had forſaken him, 
to return no more; after pronouncing the ſolemn de- 
nunciation againſt him, that his kingdom would ſoon 
be taken from him and given to another. Shall we 
wonder, then, to hear, that © the Spirit of the Lord 
departed 
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depatted from Saul, and an evil ſpirit from the Lord 
troubled him * ?” | 
The declaration, indeed, may excite an alarm. It 
may be ſaid, Will the Lord finally abandon thoſe, 
with whom he has been pleaſed to fix his abode? 
Where is our boaſted ſecurity in the Covenant of 
grace, if they, who are partakers of the divine favour, 
may at laſt be caſt off, and delivered up to Satan?“ 
But the caſe before us will not warrant ſuch a con- 
cluſion, which would be as diſhonourable to God, 
as diſtreſſing to his people. He promiſes, © I will 
make an everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do them good : but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that ey: ſhall not depart 
from me f.“ | 
With Saul, © the latter end was worſe than the 
beginning ;” but, through his whole life, he had never 
been brought under the influence of true religion, 
The Spirit of God, we have obſerved, was beſtowed 
upon him, not to ſanctify his heart, but to qualify him 
for the office of a king, to make him a wife governor, 
an active, prudent, and valiant commander. Thus 
alſo the Spirit of the Lord came upon thoſe, who were 
called « The Judges,” to endue them with ſuitable 
abilities for their particular department, and to inſpire 
them with courage and zeal for the defence or deliver- 
ance of the Iſraelites. This Spirit departed from Saul; 
fo that he no longer poſſeſſed the ſame diftingaiſhed 
talents, as a Stateſman or a General, but loſt his for- 
mer diſcernment, fortitude, and vigour, —We are 


* 1 Sam. xvi. 14. + Jer, xxxii. 40. 
continually 


way ˖  % 


continually dependent upon the God of heaven, for the 


exertion of every faculty. If He withdraw his aſſiſt- 
ance, we are inſtantly unfitted for the duties of life. 
* And an evil ſpirit frgm the Lord troubled him.“ 


The Lord, in righteous judgment deſerting him, ſuf- 
| fered him to be expoſed to the ſnares, and carried 
away by the influence, of a wicked ſpirit. Alas! when 


God quits his reſidence in the human heart, all good 
is removed, and the door is opened for the admiſſion 
of every evil. If left to ourſelves, we ſhould immedi- 
atcly proceed from one iniquity to another. A foreign 
enemy, likewiſe, is ready to take the advantage, even 


_ © the adverſary,” whoſe employment it is to © deceive 


the nations,” and who * walketh about, ſeeking whom 
he may devour.” We do not wonder, then, that, 
when the Spirit of the Lord departs, an evil ſpirit en- 


ters in. But the Devil is under control, nor can he 


exerciſe any power, or ſuggeſt any temptation, farther 
than the Lord permits. We are accordingly taught to 
aſcribe to the divine permiſſion the aſcendeney of Satan 
over Saul *. 

This by no means implies, that God is the author 
of any moral evil: but, in order to manifeſt his ab- 
horrence of ſin, He is pleaſed to wich- hold the benefits 
of his protection from perverſe and obſlinate offenders, 
and, for their contempt of his word and command- 
ment, to remove from them that influence, whereby 
they had been reſtrained and aſſiſted. Shall we com- 
plain, that “ His Spirit will not always ſtrive with 


* See alſo 1 Kings, xxii. 22. Job, it, 6. 
Vor. Il, W man?“ 
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man?” Is it not a righteous thing in Him to with- 
draw his preſence, after repeated inſults and provoca- 
tions ? 

Let us attend, then, to the ſequel of Saul's hiſtory, 
which exhibits a diſmal picture indeed, We ſhall find 
him, from this period even to the cloſe of his life, de- 
jected, timorous, given up to all vile affections, envy, * 
decett, hatred, malice, cruelty, and murder. 

He was ſeized, it ſhould ſeem, with a deep melan- 
choly, which oppreſſed him, at leaſt by intervals, and 
from which he ſought relief by the help of muſic. The 
harp and the company of David, who was ſent for to 
Court on this occaſion, alleviated the king's diſtreſs 
for a ſhort! ſeaſon. While David © took his harp, 
and played. with his hand; Saul was refreſhed, and was 
well, and the evil ſpirit departed from him.” We 
read not, that he ever applied unto God for peace, or 
deſired His return. — And alas! how many under the 
ſevereſt wretchedneſs of mind, do in like manner * re- 
ftrain prayer!“ They are unwilling to attend to any 
religious convictions, and therefore, by various con- 
trivances, endeavour to ſtifle the reproaches of conſci- 
ence. For a while, perhaps, the giddy pleaſures of the 
world may diſpel their gloom, and divert their thoughts. 

But real and laſting comfort cannot poſſibly be obtained 
by men, who keep at a diſtance from God, or refuſe 
to come, as the Goſpel preſcribes, to“ che blogs of 
ſprinkling.” 

Years before, The unhappy prince, forfaken of his de- 
Chrift, about "BY 

1063, fence, trembled at the approach of his ene- 

mies. He had collected a numerous army tg oppoſe 
7 his 
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His inſulting neighbours; but, when Goliath appeared 


with his proud and impious challenge, Saul was diſ- 


mayed, and the people alſo, probably through their 


leader's timidity, were diſheartened . Even a natural 
ſtrength of mind is the gift of God: and the ſureſt me- 
thod to poſſeſs a firm and unſhaken fortitude, is, to 
ſeek reconciliation with Him, and a ſenſe of His fa- 
vour. What have they to fear, who can ſing, The 
Lord of hoſts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge ?” 

Deliverance, indeed, was wrought for Iſrael, but 
with no credit to their king. David went forth with 
more than human courage, and, by the help of his God, 


| flew the contemptuous foe. The victory, which was 


ſignal and important, paved the way for David's ad- 
vancement. Saul, being for a time much attached to 
him, appointed him to a place of honour. But ſoon 
afterward, his warmeſt reſentment was excited, by the 
public acclamations of the people in praiſe of David. 
For, while they ſang, © Saul has ſlain his thouſands, 
and David his ten thouſands,” he was jealous of the 
young man's ſuperior glory, and began to apprehend 
the loſs of his kingdom. He eyed David from that 
day and forward f. Ho terrible are the effects of 
envy! Its eyes are ever wandering abroad, to ſeck 
cauſes of diſtreſs to itſelf, in the excellence or happi- 
neſs of others. Thoſe, therefore, who are under its 
influefice, are rendered extremely wretched by every 
pleaſing object around them, and are generally hurried 
by it to the baſeſt ſchemes of iniquity. O let us be- 


* 1 Sam, xvii. 1, &c. + xviii. 6, Kc. 
F 2 ware, 
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ware, leſt, by the indulgence of this paſſion, we “e give 
place to the Devil!“ For no ſooner is envy cheriſhed 
in the heart, than a free admiſſion is granted to the 
vileſt affections. 

To the gratification of this malignant diſpoſition i in 
Saul, we aſcribe the ſucceeding enormities of his con- 
duct. The Lord in judgment permitted Satan to re- 
turn, and to gain a ſtill greater aſcendency over him: 
in conſequence of which, the king commenced a furi- 
ous. perſecutor, and entertained deſigns of murder. 
Twice together his intentions of killing David were 
fruſtrated. Yet he repented not: but, perceiving the 
awful change, which had taken place in himſelf, and 
the divine bleſſing upon David, he was afraid of the 
harmleſs youth, and could not bear him in his ſight. — 
There is ſomething in the preſence of an eminently 
good man, which will often ſtrike a terror into thoſe 
of an oppoſite charafter. They, who hate the com- 
pany of truly religious perſons, are ſecretly afraid of 
them, becauſe they know that the Lord is with them, 
and that they themſelves poſſeſs not the ſame exalted 
privileges. You then, who fear God, ſhould learn to 
maintain a holy confidence and courage: for“ greater 
is He that is in you, than he that is in the world *.” 
Your very enemies, in the midſt of all their male- 
volent machinations againſt you, are conſtrained to 
ſtand in awe of you. 

Men of bad deſigns are generally iced to ah 


- meaneſt as well as baſeſt artifices, for the accompliſh- 


ment of their purpoſes; and yet, notwithſtanding all 


. 1 John iv. 4. 5 
their 
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their cunning and malice, they are often enn 
diſconcerted and baffled in their ſchemes. Saul, who 
pretended a favour to David, was ſeeking his deftruc- 
tion. To remove him out of his fight, he preferred 
him to a higher poſt in the army. But this diſturbed 
him the more, as it increaſed the popularity of David. 
The envious prince, therefore, propoſed to give his 
eldeſt daughter in marriage to the very perſon, whom 
he ſuſpected and dreaded as a rival. The offer pro- 
ceeded not from friendſhip, but extreme malignity. 
For a condition was impoſed, that David ſhould under- 
take an expedition againſt the Philiſtines; and a hope 
was entertained, that he would fall by the enemy's hand. 
The king was diſappointed, and then he departed from 
his promiſe: but another and a ſimilar project was 
tried, from the ſame malicious principles. Though 
the eldeſt daughter was with-held, her younger fiſter 
was engaged and actually married to David; for which 
it was required only, that he ſnould once more attack 
the Philiſtines, and ſlay a hundred of them. It was 
expected, that the attempt would prove fatal to him: 
but here again, the plans of the treacherous prince 
were defeated, and his confuſion and hatred increaſed. 
« He was the more afraid of David, and became his 
enemy continually.” He avowed the malignity of his 
heart, and charged both his ſon Jonathan and all his 
ſervants to kill David “. 

Yet, though the king of Iſrael's diſpoſition was 
moſt deteſtable, there were intervals, in which we 
might have conceived ſome favourable hopes of him, 


* 1 Sam. xix. 1, Ec. 


1 | Upon 
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Upon his ſon's remonſtrance, his reſentment ſeemed 
to ſubſide, and he ſolemnly ſware, that David ſhould 
not die. Accordingly, a reconciliation took place, 
and David was admitted into his preſence, as in times 
paſt.— But it is not enough, that good reſolutions 
are formed, or even adhered to for a ſhort ſeaſon. 
There are few perſons, however confirmed in wicked- 
neſs, who do not ſometimes relent, and who are not 
conſtrained, on ſome occaſions or other, to make the 
ſtrongeſt proteſtations of amendment, and really per- 
haps, ſor a while, to reform their conduct. 

The ſequel will prove, that Saul's inward diſpoſition 
remained the ſame. His cruelty and rage very ſoon 
broke forth again, on account of David's repeated 
victories; and he attempted to murder him, inſtead of 
honouring and rewarding him for his faithful ſervices. 
The javelin was caſt, but it miſſed its aim. He was 
prevented alſo, by his own daughter's. artifice, from 
aſſiſſinating David in private; and when, with the 
ſame bloody deſigns, he ſent three different companies 

to apprehend him, and at laſt himſelf purſued him even 
to Ramah, he was baffled in his purpoſe by a miracu- 
lous interpoſition, The Spirit of God came upon 
Him, as well as upon his meſſengers, and conſtrained 
them all, in a ſupernatural ecſtaſy, to propheſy, and to 
depart without the power of doing any harm, —— 
The moſt violent perſecutors, we obſerve, are at the 
Lord's diſpoſal, wha can repreſs their fury, and defeat 
their ſchemes, when and how He pleaſes. 

When the reſtraint was taken off, the pride and 
cruelty of Saul appeared with as much ſtrength as be- 

fore. 


8A. 71 
fore. He diſcovered, or ſuſpected, that Jonathan was 
in David's intereſt, and thereby was provoked, with 
the groſſeſt reproaches to vilify the character, and with 
his own hand to ſtrike at the life, of his amiable and 
pious ſon . In the fame outrageous ſpirit, he com- 
plained that all his attendants were in league againſt 
him to dethrone him, and commanded that eighty-five 
prieſts ſhould be ſlain, and their city utterly deſolated, 
for ſhewing kindneſs to David F. The king was pur- 
ſuing the object of his reſentment to Keilah, but was 
again diſappointed 1. Yet he continued daily to ſeek 
his deſtruction, which was prevented only by the gra- 
cious interpoſitions of God, On one occaſion parti- 
cularly, when, after ſome fruitleſs attempts, Saul ſeemed 
on the very point of obtaining his wiſhes, and had al- 
moſt ſurrounded David and his company, he was in- 
ſtantly called off by a ſudden invaſion of the Philiſtines, 
and obliged to give up his prey.—Alas! how reſtleſs 
are ſinners, who are enſlaved to the vile affections 
of envy, jealouſy, and malice ! How unwilling to re- 
nounce their baſe projects, though repeatedly baffled ! 
And yet, they are not only enemies to all around 
them, and can have no confidence in any, but they 
are, and muſt be, inconceivably wretched in them- 
ſelves. . Nb | 121 
There was nothing in David's conduct, to juſtify 
this injurious treatment. He diſcovered the utmoſt 
ſubmiſſion, fidelity, and attachment to his prince ; on 
which account the hatred and violence; he met with, 
were the more deteſtable. Even Saul himſelf was 


* 1 Sam. xx. 30, &. f xxii. 6, Kc. I xxilt. 7, &c. 
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72 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
forced to confeſs it. No ſooner was he delivered from 


the Philiſtines, than he returned to his former purſuit 


© like as a lion that is greedy of his prey.” With a 
numerous and well-choſen army, he followed the ſon 
of Jeſſe*; and by a very ſingular providence, while 


he retired into a cave for ſleep, he fell into the hands 


of the man, whoſe life he was ſeeking. David how- 
ever, with an aſtoniſhing lenity and forbearance, ſpared 
and protected him, and meekly expoſtulated with him 
on the injuſtice and ſinfulneſs of his perſecution. Saul, 
being inſtantly convicted, and melted down, with tears 
acknowledged his own iniquity. He teſtified alſo the 
integrity of David, profeſſed to pray that God would 
reward him for his kindneſs, and, in the firm expecta- 


tion of his being raiſed to the throne, intreated him not 
to cut off his ſeed, or deſtroy his name.—— This 


might ſeem, at firſt view, the ſentiment of penitence ; 


but alas! the impreſſion was momentary, produced 


perhaps by a ſudden alarm of conſcience, without any 
humiliation before God, or any deſire to be reconcil- 
ed to Him. Many, of moſt profligate characters, are 
at times conſtrained to allow and lament their folly, 
and to expreſs their eſteem for thoſe excellent perſons, 
whom they have hated and oppoſed, and whom they 
ſtill continue to perſecute. 

The king of Iſrael had ſhewn hopeful appearances, 
and had really deſiſted from his murderous purſuit 
of David. But the ſame malignant temper remain- 
ed within, though it had been reſtrained for a ſea- 
ſon; and, upon the firſt temptation, it broke forth 


* 1 Sam, Xx1v. 1, &c. 
with 
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wich its former violence. The Ziphites propoſed to 
aſſiſt him in the diſcovery of his enemy; and imme- 
diately his paſſions were rouſed, and his ſoldiers were 
called out to hunt after the life of David, as before “. 
Some very proper feelings, indeed, ſeemed to be 
awakened in him, by the ſingular forbearance of that 
eminent ſaint, who with full power in his hands, a 
ſecond time, refuſed to take revenge. The infatuated 
king again confeſſed and deplored his folly and his 
guilt, intreated David to return to him as his ſon, and 
vowed that he would no longer entertain any malevo- 
lent deſigns againſt him. He was conſtrained alſo to 
pronounce a bleſſing upon him, and to foretel his fu- 
ture advancement and proſperity, though he had in- 

| tended to deſtroy him.—At laſt, then, he ceaſed from 
his mad purſuit: but, notwithſtanding ſuch ſtrong con- 
victions of his ſin, and profeſſions of amendment, he 
cried not to God for mercy ; nor will the ſequel exhi- 
bit any ſigns of penitence in him. 

Some ſuch hopeful appearances may often be found 
in men, who are obſtinately enſlaved to the moſt vict- 
ous affections. Like Saul, they may at times acknow- 
ledge, © I have played the fool, and have erred ex- 
ceedingly,“ and yet continue in the ſame abſurd and 
deſtructive courſes. A ſenſe of their guilt and dan- 
ger may force itſelf upon them, and excite great hor- 
rors in their conſcience, though they refuſe to renounce 
their evil practices. Upon the admonition of a friend, 
under a ſerious ſermon, or in the diſtreſs of ſome 


aNiAive providence, they may perhaps tremble at 


* x Sam. xxvi. 1, &c. 
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themſelves, and ſeem to form the ſtrongeſt purpoſes 
of amendment. But the very next temptation baffles 
their reſolutions, and diſconcerts all their plans of be- 
coming religious. They return, © as a dog to his 


vomit,“ and, like Pharaoh, they harden their hearts 


fill more. Ah! what avails ſuch repentance as this? 
What is it, but to inſult God? No wonder, that men 
in ſuch a ſtate are © given over to a reprobate mind, 
to do thoſe things which are not convenient,” and 
« bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction.“ 

David, we are told, experienced no more of Saul's 
perſecuting rage * ; but we apprehend, that he owed 
his ſecurity to his flight, and not to any change of dif- 
poſition in the prince. Why elſe was he not admitted 


into favour at Court? or, why ſhould he ſtill con- 


tinue in dread of falling by the hand of violence? 
The very tremendous cloſe of the wretched life, we 
are conſidering, will fully prove, that he, who had 
« made ſo fair a ſhew in the fleſh,” remained impeni- 
tent to the laſt, | 

Years before Under the alarms of an evil conſcience, 
„ Saul had loſt his former activity and cou- 
rage, and probably foreboded his own approaching 
ruin. Upon an invaſion of the Philiſtines, he was 
utterly diſmayed; and, though he prepared for war, 
the ſight of his enemies filled him with confuſion +. 
In this diſtreſs, indeed, he conſulted the Lord, but 
received no anſwer. Shall we wonder at this? He 
had filled up the meaſure of his iniquity, and the 
time of judgment was come. We are therefore ad- 


* 1 Sam. xxvii. 4. + xxviii. 4, &c. 
moniſhed, 
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moniſhed, to © ſeek the Lord, while he may be found, 
to call upon him, while he is near,” But if ſinners 
harden' their hearts againſt all his gracious offers and 
invitations, is He bound by any promiſe in his word, 
or by any attribute of his nature, to liſten to their 
cry, when nothing but their ſuffering, or the dread of 
impending deſtruction, drives them to Him; and when 
they are howling for deliverance from miſery, not 
ſeeking reconciliation with Him ? Had Saul inquired 
of the Lord before, in ſincerity and with real humilia- 
tion, he would not have been brought into that trou- 
ble; at leaſt, he would not have been deſerted in the 
hour of his diſtreſs, Or, had he even then turned to 
the Lord, with an entire renunciation of his ſin, and as 
a true penitent implored forgiveneſs, the iſſue would 
have been favourable, But thus ſaich the Lord, «© Theſe 
men have ſet up their idols in their heart, and put the 
ſtumbling block of their iniquity before their face: 
ſhould I be inquired of at all by them?“ “ To what 
purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me? 
When ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear: your hands are full of blood *,” 

O how unſpeakably bleſſed are they, who have found 
the way of acceſs to God by Jeſus Chriſt, and can 
look up with confidence to Him, as engaged by his 
own Covenant to order their affairs for them, to pre- 
ſerve and to ſave them] Their deepeſt afflictions can- 
not ſeparate them from His love ; nor will He hide his 


| face from them, when they © pour out their complaints 


* Ezek. xiv. 3. Iſa. i. 1—15. bef 
| ore 
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before him, and ſhew him of their trouble.” Nor 
ſhould any real penitents be diſcouraged by the caſe of 
Saul. He was not humbled : he did not cry for mercy, 
If you, then, who have long maintained an oppoſition 
to God, are convicted of your guilt, and with a con- 
trite ſpirit are ſupplicating pardon and peace; if you 
feel your fins as a heavier burden than your moſt pain- 
ful ſufferings, you ſhall obtain your defire. Though 
Saul was rejected in righteous judgment, through the 
grace of Jeſus you ſhall be received to favour. 
Whither, then, did the wretched king betake him- 
ſelf? Alas! how infatuated are the counſels of impe- 
nitent ſinners! As if in contempt or defiance of 
God, who had refuſed to anſwer him, he made appli- 
cation to a ſorcereſs, and thus ſeemed to expect that 
direction and aſſiſtance from the Devil, which had been 
denied him from Heaven. In his better days he had 
endeavoured to aboliſh witchcraft out of the land, as 
the divine law required ; but now he began to © build 
again the things which he had deſtroyed,” and with a 
daring profaneneſs pledged himſelf by his oath, that no 
puniſhment ſhould be inflited on the witch, whom he 
conſulted. We inquire not, by what method. ſhe 
practiſed her impious art, or held communications 
with Satan. Suffice it to ſay, that ſuch an intercourſe 
has been maintained, and that, in theſe as well as other 
works of darkneſs, it is deſirable to be ignorant. We 
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may be confident, that any attempt of this nature to i 
gain information or aſſiſtance, either by real or pre- , 
tended enchantment, is an avowed rejection of God, ; 

t 


which mult be highly offenſive to Him, and the 
| iſſue 


h $SAVL. e 77 
iſſue of which muſt be ruinous and fatal in the 
extreme. 14 | 7 41 

Both Saul and the ſorcereſs were confounded. He 
had expreſſed a wiſh to have an interview with Samuel 
the departed prophet, recollecting probably the benefit 
of his former counſels, and ignorantly ſuppoſing, that 
this wicked woman could bring back his ſpirit at her 
will. She alſo, it ſhould ſeem, expected by ſome device 
or impoſition of the Devil, to produce an apparition 
in the reſemblance of Samuel. But it pleaſed the Lord 
God himſelf to interpoſe, and to ſend the true Samuel, 
in order to confirm the ſentence, which he had before 
paſſed upon Saul, and to declare the divine determina- 
tion to cut off that proud and impenitent offender the 


very next day, The prophet, then, ſolemnly reproved 


him for the fooliſh and preſumptuous imagination, he 
had entertained, of receiving conſolation from the 
creature, when he was forſaken of the Lord, and, in the 
name of the great Judge, pronounced upon him the 
irreverſible condemnation *. 


The 


* It has been ſuppoſed, that the perſon who appeared to Saul 
was Satan himſelf, or ſome evil ſpitit, aſſuming the character of 
Samuel. But we have no right to conclude from the words of the 
ſacred hiſtory, that it was any other than the very prophet, whoſe 
name is mentioned. The ſolemn addreſs, here made to Saul, was 
ſuch as ſuited the meſſenger of the Lord, in his life- time neglected 
and deſpiſed by the king, and now commiſſioned to ratify. his for- 
mer declarations,——But it is objected, that it were abſurd and 
impious to imagine, a wicked woman could have power to ſummon 
a departed faint, by the profane arts of divination, This is readily 
granted; and we contend, that the appearance was not effected by 
the influence of the witch, and that it was altogether different to 
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The king heard his awful doom, and yet, * aſter 
8 hardneſs and impenitent heart,“ he did not bend 
the knee, or put up one petition for mercy. He felt 
an alarm and fainted, under the apprehenſion of his 
approaching deſtruction: nor can we conceive any 
thing more wretched upon earth, than his condition 
upon Samuels departure. The witch endeavoured to 
adminiſter ſupport : a miſerable comforter indeed ! He 
revived; but he repented not: and nothing then re- 
mained for him, but the © certain and fearful looking 
for of judgment.” He prepared to meet the Philif- 
tines, and, with all the madneſs of n We ruſhed 
« as the horſe into the battle.” 

The event was anſwerable to the prediction. The 
Philiſtines prevailed againſt him: his army was ut- 
terly routed ; his ſons were flain; and he himſelf was 
forely wounded “. Yet, even in that awful ſituation, 


what ſhe had expected and defired ; for ſhe was much terrified by 
it. But we ſee no inconſiſtency in allowing, that God himſelf in- 
terpoſed, at the very time that Satan was conſulted, and ſent his 
ſervant to declare the doom of an obdurate ſinner. In the ſame 
manner, the ſorceries of Balak, the king of Moab, were over- ruled 
by a divine impulſe upon the mind of Balaam, who was conſtrained 
to pronounce a ſentence, quite oppoſite to his own wiſhes, and to 


thoſe of the prince who had employed him: Num. xxiii, Thus 


alſo, when Ahaziah, under a dangerous diſeaſe, had diſpatched his. 
meſſengers to aſk information of Baal-zebub as to the event, hop- 
ing doubtleſs for a favourable anſwer, the Lord God, to manifeſt 
His abhorrence of the wicked enterpriſe, commanded Elijah to 


meet them by the way, and to aſſure them from Him, that the 


king ſhould certainly die: 2 Kings, 1. See Letters on Infidelity, 
page 242, &c. | 
* 1 Sam. xxxi. 1, &c. 
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he expreſſed no ſigns of contrition, no concern for his 
immortal ſoul ;. but his chief apprehenſion was, left he 
ſhould ſuffer indignities from the uncircumciſed Phi- 
liſtines. In order, therefore, to avoid a diſgraceful 
treatment from the hands of men, he requeſted his 
armour-bearer to deſtroy. him; and, upon his refuſal, 


in the violence of pride and deſpair he fell upon his own 
ſword, and thus became his own executioner. 


We wonder not at any the moſt execrable wicked- 
neſs, which one, given up to final impenitence, may 
perpetrate.. Lord, what is man!” What enormi- 
ties is he capable of committing! From the exam- 
ples of obdurate ſinners we perceive, what we our- 
ſelves might have been, or what we may ſtill be, if 
the grace of God prevent not. Let us learn, then, 
under a ſenſe of our entire depravity, to pray, © Hold 
thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe: and I will * re- 
ſpect unto thy ſtatutes continually.“ 8 

We have ſeen Saul declining from very promiſing 
appearances of religion, and advancing from one degree 
of impiety to another, till at laſt he ſcrupled not to 
conſult the Devil himſelf, and then periſhed miſerably 
by his own hand. In the different ages of the world, 
it has pleaſed God to ſuffer ſome ſuch tremendous in- 
ſtances, as this before us, that others may be inſtruct- 


ed and warned. Let us, then, beware of formality 


and hypocriſy. If the heart be not upright, whatever 
favourable beginnings there may be, there cannot be 
an uniform perſeverance in goodneſs, or any happy 
concluſion, Let us fear to depart from the clear line 


of duty in any the minuteſt circumſtance; for many 


have 
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have fallen by little and little. It will, therefore, be of 
the firſt importance, to cheriſh every holy deſire and 
reſolution, and to revere the dictates of conſcience. If 
chat ſolemn monitor be ſlighted, if the Spirit of God 
be reſiſted, by a continued courſe of diſobedience, the 
conſequences muſt be terrible. But let not thoſe con- 
ſequences be laid to the charge of our gracious God. 
For none are given up to blindneſs and obduracy, as 
Saul was, but thoſe, who have abuſed their privileges, 
ſtifled their convictions, and violated their own expreſs 
engagements. Nor ſhould any perſons, however hein- 
ous or complicated their guilt has been, ſuppoſe that 
they are in Saul's abandoned ſtate, fo long as they are 
deſirous to ſerve God in newneſs of life. We aſk, Is 
your ſin your burden? And is it your prayer, that you 
may be entirely conformed to the image of God? 
Then He is with you: and, while you devote your- 
ſelves to Him in his Covenant, He ſays, © I will never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee.” 

It might ſeem ſurpriſing, if we were not habituated 
to the obſervation, that the example of Saul, in de- 
ſtroying himſelf, is defended, applauded, and imitated. 
The king of Iſrael ſought to hide himſelf from ſhame 
and captivity : and is it not almoſt faſhionable among 
ourſelves for men, who are in perplexity and diſtreſs, 
to ſeck relief in ſuicide? A miſerable refuge- indeed! 
Becauſe our circumſtances are reduced, our friends 
deſert us, or our characters become infamous, ſhall we 
preſumptuouſly ruſh into the preſence of our Judge 
by an act of the higheſt rebellion, and thus conſign 
our ſouls to eternal perdition? What madneſs can 
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be compared to this? We pronounce not upon the 
caſe of thoſe, who by misfortune, temptation, or diſ- 
eaſe, are deprived of underſtanding. But where ſelf- 
murder is committed, as we fear it is in numerous in- 
ſtances, deliberately and with the poſſeſſion of reaſon, 
there is not the leaſt ground to expect forgiveneſs, ſince 
it is an offence, for which there can be no repentance. 
It is, alſo, an aggravation of this fin, that the ſelf- de- 
ſtroyer not only plunges himſelf into endleſs wretched- 
neſs, but involves many ſurviving friends and relations, 
who have deſerved no ſuch treatment from him, in the 
deepeſt afMiCtion. 

May we, therefore, be prepared for the hour of 
trial! As it is the grand artifice of the Devil, to per- 
ſuade ſinners, under extreme difficulties, to fly to this 
laſt act of deſperation, it may be of uſe to fortify the 
mind againſt it, by a ſerious conſideration of its hein- 
ouſneſs before God, and even of its miſerable conſe- 
quences in ſociety. Bur our ſecurity 1s not in ourſelves, 
Let us ſeek protection from Him, © who keepeth 
Iſrael,” Let us watch and pray; and © take unto us 
the whole armour of God, that we may be able to with- 
ſtand in the evil day, and having done all to ſtand,” 
Amen. 


Vol. II. . DAVID, 


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 


D A V I D. 
CHAP. Iv. 


er. I. 


David, of a low extraction appoinied to the throne. 
called to court—conquered Goliath—preferred, but ſoon 
perſecuted, by the king—married Michal—prudent and 
beloved protected from Saul's violence—fled for his life 
— called on Abimelech—took refuge with the Philiſtines 
removed to Judah —wandered under the care of Heaven 
reſcued from Saul by an invaſion of the Philiſtines. 


— — INT” === —=Z-. - — 
- > — DEIZELC — — _ _ — IIS _ \ 
—— — — = = — —— na 7 = 2 — — . ERS A IS = _ 
D => SED 2 — — — : 2 — — A = > 
KK — — — 7 — = — ——— — = = — — = — 
- — <7 —M = > — - + — 2 2 — — wg + 
— 2 2 — — 2 — OA * = < - 
GC — 2 — * "Reo EY 
FI wy TL - ie = - c Sd A 
— 
- * 


— 2 
— 


Ft 


== 


—— 


2 — — 3 
— — — — — 2 
— — — 


| ScaxcrLy any part of divine revelation has eſcaped 
the malicious cenſures and profane ſcoffs of Infidels. 
They have racked their invention, and exerted all the 
poignancy of their wit, to diſcredit the ſacred writings, 


tradictory. But we need not fear the event. The 
words of the Lord are pure words ;” and they will abide 
for ever, though ſinners may impioully dare to deny or 
oppole them. 

The character of David has been attacked with 
peculiar ſeverity, Much pains have been taken, to 
give the moſt unfair repreſentations of his conduct, 
in order to render his very name contemptible and 


e But the objections agninſt David, it ſhould 
. ſeem, 


by attempting to prove them falſe, or abſurd, or con- 


1d 
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ſeem, originate from a deſire to invalidate the Scrip- 
tures in general, and, if poſſible, to overturn the whole 
ſyſtem of Revelation. Feeble, however, are the 
ſtrongeſt aſſaults againſt the bulwarks of the Almighty. 
« Fe that ſitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh: the Lord 
ſhall have them in deriſion.“ 

Perhaps, indeed, ſome zealous advocates for the 
Bible have not defended their cauſe in the moſt able 
and judicious manner, and, by their imprudence, may 
have given their adverſaries an advantage. There are 
thoſe, who juſtify the conduct of David with ſuch a 
warmth of attachment, as unfits them for taking a fair 


eſtimate of his character; for they allow not any de- 


fect. A regard to truth muſt oblige us to confeſs, 
that there were, upon different occaſions, many things 
in his temper and behaviour, which we are at a loſs 
to account for, and ſome, which we muſt blame and 

condemn. | 
This conceſſion does not.invalidate the Scriptures, 
or contradict any one doctrine of Revelation. What- 
ever David was, © the foundation of God ſtandeth 
ſure,” and © the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it.” Even the deſcription of the very grievous of- 
fences, which ſaints of the firſt eminence have com- 
mitted, and which unbelievers bring as an objection to 
the Bible, may be urged with great force in its defence. 
For hereby the ſacred writers have proved, that they 
had no private purpoſe to ſerve: they repreſented the 
truth as it was, confident that the cauſe of religion 
could ſuffer nothing by a faithful and ſimple relation 
of facts. Very unlike common hiſtorians, they have 
| G 2 taken 
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taken no pains to celebrate the excellence, or to con- 
ceal or extenuate the faults, of their favourite charac- 
ters. | Sg | 

We need not fear, then, to give a plain and impar- 
tial account of the perſon before us; nor do we heſi- 
tate to aſſert, that his example claims our warmeft 
eſteem and admiration, and that, in the general tenour 
and principal circumſtances of his life, hè may pro- 
perly be propoſed as a diſtinguiſhed pattern to all the 
Church of God. But © let no man glory in men:“ 
none are found ſpotleſs, but He, who is emphatically 
called, © THE Holy ong or Gop.” Yet the very 
miſconduct of thoſe, who have made the higheſt at- 
tainments in religion, will furniſh us with important 


and uſeful admonitions. Only for this purpoſe, we 


muſt lay aſide a cavilling and licentious ſpirit, and be 
endued with ail humble, obedient diſpoſition, | 
David was placed in a very exalted ſituation ; and 
he received a peculiar honour in being conſtituted, not 
merely the king of Iſrael, but alſo. an illuſtrious pro- 
phet of God, a progenitor and type of the Saviour. 
The divine Providence raiſed him up in an extraordt- 
nary way, and, for eminent ſervices, took him from a 
ſtate of obſcurity, and fixed him in a poſt of ſupreme 
dignity. His father Jeſſe, we underftand, poſſeſſed no 
conſiderable rank, and dwelt at Bethlehem, which was 
« little among the thouſands of Judah.” David was 
the youngeſt of the family, the moſt unlikely to be 
brought into public notice, and trained from his youth 
to the occupation of a ſhepherd. Yet from ſuch a low 
condition he was elevated to the throne. The change 
ST | appeared 
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appeared fo aſtoniſhing, that it filled him with the moſt 
grateful admiration, even to the end of life. It is 
agreeable to the general method of God's proceedings. 
to work by means, which are thought weak and in- 
effectual. He puts contempt upon all human great- 
neſs; and, while He accompliſhes the moſt important 
events by inſtruments utterly inſignificant, He proves 
that © the excellency of the power” is all his own, and 
that © the help, which is done upon earth, He doeth 
it himſelf,” 

Years before When the Lord had declared his deter- 
Curif, cg. mination of rejecting Saul from the kingdom, 
He directed Samuel to provide a ſucceſſor among the 
ſons of Jeſſe ®, It ſhould ſeem, that David had been 
well nigh overlooked by the prophet, on account of 
his youth and abſence from home. When he' was 
ſent for, indeed, his meek and beautiful appearance 
were enough to conciliate eſteem : yet he obtained the 
appointment, not as having a fair countenance, but 
as being “ the man after God's own heart.” For 


immediately, on his coming before Samuel, the Lord 


ſajd, © Ariſe, anoint him; for this is he.” As an in- 
timation, then, of God's infallible purpoſe to bring 
him to the throne, the conſecrating oil was poured 
upon him, in the preſence of his brethren; and pro- 
bably, for ſome time, the circumſtances were not known 
beyond the extent of that houſehold. 

God diſpoſes of his favours in a ſovereign manner, 
and ſometimes very differently to our wiſhes and ex- 
pectations. In many inſtances we have obſerved, that 
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' He has choſen the younger, in preference to the elder 
branches of a family, He ſelects whom He will, for 
the advancement of his own glory, and is not account- 

able to us for any of his diſpenſations. We are ready 
to fix our regard on outward appearances; but we are 
admoniſhed, as Samuel was, that “ the Lord ſceth not 
as man ſfeeth;” and we ought to remember, that © He 
is the Judge: He putteth down one, and ſetteth up 
another.“ He is pleaſed, however, to give a ſuit- 

able degree of ſtrength and wiſdom to thoſe, whom 
He calls to any difficult and important ſervice. * The 
Spirit of the Lord came upon David, from that day 
forward,” and qualified him with every neceſſary en- 
dowment for the high ſtation, to which he was ap- 
pointed. He was not, indeed, immediately ſet upon 
the throne, but gradually prepared for his exaltation by 
a long and painful courſe of diſcipline. 

Very ſoon after he had been anointed by Samuel, a 
remarkable providence gpened the way for his intro- 
duction at Court, where he might be inſtructed in the 
adminiſtration of public affairs. On account of Saul's 
dejected ſtate, David, whoſe talents had begun to ex- 
cite admiration, was recommended to his notice; and 
the muſic of his harp, accompanied probably with the 
divine pſalms of this © ſweet finger of Iſrael, compoſed 
the diſtracted mind, and alleviated the diftreſs of the 
king. His abilities and amiable deportments concili- 

79 ated Saul's eſteem, and procured him diſtinguiſhed 

"0 marks of favour. And yet, for ſome time, he was 

. not conſtantly reſident in the palace; but, though ho- 

noured with the royal friendſhip, he did not diſdain 
| 4 his 
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his former humble employment. © He returned from 
Saul, to feed his father's ſheep at Bethlehem *,” Nor 
ſhould we forget, that a diligent attention to the duties 
of our proper calling, of whatever kind they be, is 
indiſpenſably requiſite, and will be the beſt preparation 
for further advancement and ulſcfulneſs in life, if ſuch 
ſhould be deſigned for us. In that retired ſituation, 
David received intimations of future victories, while 
he was miraculouſly ſtrengthened to lay a lion and a 
bear, in the defence of his flock. This deliverance, 
we find, confirmed his dependence upon God, and 
emboldened him with the greater confidence to meet 
ſucceeding trials. 

His faith and his courage were ſoon called forth, 
and diſplayed in a very glorious manner. How inte- 
reſting is the account of his combat with Goliath! 
Our attention therein is directed not merely to the 
pious ardour of David, but to that divine power, 
which was exerted by ſo feeble an inſtrument. Being 
ſent by his father to viſit his brethren in the field of 
battle, he arrived amongſt them at the very time that 
the proud Philiſtine was inſulting the armies of Iſrael, 
and filling them all with terror and diſmay. Immedi- 
ately he felt a holy indignation, when he perceived the 
reproach caſt upon the people and upon the God of 
lirael by that vaunting enemy, and expreſſed a deſire 
to wipe away the diſgrace. But he received a ſevere 
check from his eldeſt brother, who, probably through 
envy, accuſed him of deſerting his proper employment, 
and aſcribed his zeal for God to © the pride and the 
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naughtineſs of his heart.“ Surely it becomes the 
friend of religion to be rouſed from his ſupineneſs, and 
to ſtand forth with a manly courage, in defence of the 
caule of God, when its adverſaries triumph. But let 
him not be ſurpriſed, or diſheartened, if the baſeſt 
principles be imputed to him, as they were to David, 
and eſpecially if his near relations frown upon him and 
oppoſe him. But let him learn from this pious youth, 
not to return © railing for railing.” He replied only, 
with great gentleneſs of ſpirit, What have I now 
done? Is there not a cauſe?” And in general it will 
be found, that * a mild anſwer turneth away wrath.” 
David was not afraid to avow his intentions before 
the king, but with much firmneſs he propoſed himſelf, 
as ready to meet the giant in fingle combat. T he offer 
was thought ridiculous; his age, his comparative weak- 
neſs, and inexperience in war, were urged as ſtrong 
objections: but he over-ruled them all, by declaring 
his confidence in God, who had ſupported and pre- 
ſerved him in former dangers, With what defence, 
then, ſhall he be provided for the fight? The armour 
of Saul was at firſt put upon him; but, being unac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch a dreſs, he rejected it, and advanced 
into the field with no other weapons, than his ſtaff, and 
his ſling, and five ſmooth ſtones in his ſhepherd's bag. 
Thus the ſtrength of his faith, and the gracious inter- 
poſition of God in his favour, more clearly appeared. 
The very weakneſs of thoſe inſtruments, which the 
Lord generally employs for any ſignal deliverance, diſ- 
plays and magnifies his own power, and abaſes the 
pride of man. | 
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The feeble combatant was diſdained in the eyes of 
the haughty Philiſtine, who curſed him by his gods, 
and threatened to deſtroy him inſtantly. But David 
was not to be moved by the fierceneſs of his looks, or 
the terror of his menaces. He declared, that he ſtood 
forth in the preſent conflict, depending ſolely on the di- 
vine aid, and deſirous to vindicate the injured honour 
of the God of Iſrael. He expreſſed alſo the firmeſt 
confidence, that, mean and contemptible as his own ap- 
ptarance might be, he ſhould obtain the victory over 
the inſulting champion and the numerous hoſt of the 
Philiſtines, and that the God, in whom he truſted, 
would be known and glorified by the iſſue of the 
battle. Nor was this a vain boaſt : the conteſt was 
immediately decided in favour of the ſtripling, who 
with his fling and a ſtone brought down the mighty 
warrior to the ground, and thus procured a complete 
triumph to his country. 

To what, then, ſhall we aſcribe the won and 
the ſucceſs of David? Not to the exertion of a mere 
natural temper, but to the influence of thoſe divine 
principles, faith and zeal. The hiſtory is recorded 
for the inſtruction and encouragement of future ages, 
that all may be excited to lay themſelves out for the 
honour of God, and the ſupport of His cauſe, what- 
ever dangers may threaten them, and that they may 
learn to face the moſt tremendous adverſaries, with a 
bold and unſhaken reliance on the promiſed help of 
God. There is one conflict, in which all the follow- 
ers of the Lamb are, and muſt be, engaged: One 


enemy, more formidable than Goliath, challenges the 
armies 
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armies of Iſrael. But © reſiſt the Devil, and he will 
flee from you.” Only go forth to the battle with the 
faith of David; and the powers of darkneſs ſhall not 
ſtand againſt you. But ah! how often have you been 
foiled, through © an evil heart of unbelief!“ 

So ſignal a victory could not but advance the re- 
putation of David. The king himſelf became more 
attached to him, and from that time would not ſuffer 
him to return to his former occupation as a ſhepherd, 
but retained him at Court“. There alſo, it pleaſed 
God to raiſe him up a friend, who was defigned to be 
a ſupport and comfort to him in his ſucceeding trials. 
Jonathan, the ſon and the preſumptive heir of Saul, 
diſcovered an affection for him, which was difintereſt- 
ed, ardent, and abiding: for “ he loved him as his 
own ſoul.” The conduct of David in that exalted 
ſtation was moſt amiable, and ſuch as recommended 
him to the eſteem both of the courtiers and of the peo- 
ple. For he was obedient and faithful to his prince, 
and manifeſted a ſingular prudence in every part of his 
deportment. How often do ſucceſs and preferment 
inebriate the mind, and cheriſh the vileſt principles! 
Very few are proof againſt the ſnares of greatneſs, eſ- 
pecially when elevated from a low condition. 

But the moſt painful afflictions awaited him; and 
his honours were ſoon imbittered to him. Saul, who 
had, probably, taken him as his companion, perceived, 
as they went from place to place, his growing popula- 
rity, and heard the ſongs of the women celebrating his 
late conqueſt of Goliath. He conſidered himſelf, there- 
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fore, as ſinking into neglect and contempt, and looked 
upon his faithful ſervant with an envious and malignant 
eye. This was the riſe of that long and ſevere perſe- 
cution, through which we are now to accompany the 
ſon of Jeſſe. And here we ſhall obſerve him as a man 
of ſorrows, yet the conſtant object of the divine care. 
He was haraſſed with extreme ſufferings ; but an invi- 
ſible hand, powerful and irreſiſtible, conducted him 
through them all. It was the purpoſe of God to ſer 
him on the throne, and nothing could prevent it. The 
very trials, he met with, were intended to prepare him 
for his future advancement, for which, probably, he 
would have been unfit at the firſt, The Lord watched 
over him with a parental tenderneſs, fought his battles 
for him, adminiſtered ſtrong conſolation to him, and 
gave him a happy iſſue out of all his affliftions. Is it 
not thus He deals with thoſe, whom “ He prepares 
unto glory?“ Though he loves them moſt affection- 
ately, He does not therefore exempt them from trou- 
ble, but rather calls them to it. Though * it is his 
good pleaſure to give them the kingdom,” He does 
not put them into immediate poſſeſſion, but leads them 
to it through much tribulation, and makes that very 
tribulation the means of fitting them for it. Let 
them not murmur at his gracious appointment, nor 
diſtruſt his care, but look forward, with joyful expec- 
tation, to the crown which is laid up for them. | 

For a long time David was kept in continual appre- 
henſion of falling by the murderous hand of the king, 
Twice together he narrowly eſcaped the javelin, which 
was intended to ſmite him, Yet he perſevered in the 

3 lamo 
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fame meek and reſpectful behaviour towards his perſe- 
cutor. He was removed from Court, under the pre- 
text of being preferred ; but in his new fituation he 
acted with ſo much wiſdom, and diſcovered fuch evi- 
dent ſigns of being favoured with the divine preſence 
and bleſſing, that he gained the eſteem of the whole 
nation, This very circumſtance increaſed the enmity 
of Saul againſt him, He was then ſent roxfight again(t 
the Philiſtines, that he might periſh in the battle; 
with a promiſe, indeed, of receiving the king's eldeſt 
daughter in marriage, if he ſhould prove victorious. 
But, upon his return, he met with the utmoſt con- 
tempt; for the princeſs was given to be the wife of 
another man. | 

A ſecond offer, of the Gower invidious FEW) was 
made to David. Michal, Saul's youngeſt daughter, was 
propoſed and engaged to him, if he would undertake 
another expedition againſt the Philiſtines, and. deſtroy 
a hundred of them, He complained not of his for- 
mer injurious uſage ; but, though he probably perceiv- 
ed the malicious purpoſe in the latter overture, he ac- 
cepted it with a modeſt deference, and declined not the 
dangerous ſervice, on which he was deſired to go. He 
was ſucceſsful as before, and then, according to the 
compact, became the king's ſon-in-law. Yet, not- 


withſtanding this near affinity, Saul was not the leſs 


enraged againſt him, David, however, in theſe very 
difficult circumſtances continued to exerciſe a ſingular 
meeknefs of wiſdom in all his -deportment, and was 
beloved and celebrated throughout the kingdom. 

| : How 
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How uncommon is ſach prudence and diſcretion, 

eſpecially under inſults and provocations! Let us in- 
quire, if we reſemble this part of the exemplary cha- 
racer before us. Are we © behaving ourſelves wiſely 
in all our ways?” Is there no ſinful omiſſion, no raſh- 
neſs of ſpirit, no impropriety of condutt? We are 
forward, perhaps, to complain of our enemies; yet 
their oppoſition and perverſeneſs will not excuſe any 
wrong tempers in us, but ſhould rather increaſe our 
circumſpection, and diligent attention to the duties of 
our ſtation, We have ſeen, that © the Lord was with 
David;“ and if ws alſo deſire the Lord's preſence, 
ſaying, as this holy man, O when wilt thou come 
unto me? we muſt likewiſe form the ſame reſolution, 
«] will walk within my houſe with a perfect heart *.” 
The moſt wiſe and upright deportment will not 
enſure a freedom from perſecution, Every ſervant of 
the palace received a charge from the king to kill Da- 
vid r, who was therefore obliged to hide himſelf, till 
the friendly offices of Jonathan appeaſed the anger of 
Saul againſt him for a ſeaſon, and reſtored him to his 
place. His freſh ſucceſſes againſt the Philiſtines re- 
kindied the envious rage of Saul, and made his ſitua- 
tion at court untenable. The javelin was again caſt 
at him, to deſtroy him, and he narrowly eſcaped to 
his own houſe. But even there, his life was aſſaulted ; 
and he was preſerved, only by his wife's ſubtilty. She 
let him down through the window ; and, from neceſ- 
ſity, he became a wretched wanderer. For a time he 
found refuge with Samuel, to whom he communicated 
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his diſtreſs.” But the fury of Saul purſued him thi- 
ther alſo. One meſſenger after another was ſent to 
apprehend him; but, by a miraculous impreſſion upon 
their minds, they were rendered incapable of executing 
their purpoſe, and, as if they had forgotten their er- 
rand, they began to propheſy. The king himſelf fol- 
lowed them, probably with a determination to wreak 
his vengeance; but he alſo was © among the prophets,” 
and thus afforded David the opportunity of eſcaping.— 
How aſtoniſhing is the providence of God! How va- 
rious his ways of protecting his people]! He can never 
be at a loſs to reſcue them from the deſigns of their 
enemies, even when their caſe appears moſt deſperate. 
Let them be encouraged to confide in Him, and to © caſt 
all their care upon Him, for He careth for them.“ 
David had been wonderfully delivered at Naioth 
but he ſtill conſidered himſelf in the moſt imminent 
danger. He fled to his beloved Jonathan, to repre- 
ſent his fears and diſtreſſes, and to conſult with him 
upon the proper means of ſafety . He dared not 


venture into the royal preſence; and therefore it was 


concerted, that Jonathan ſhould make his apology for 
abſence, till the intentions of Saul were better under- 
ſtood. An affecting interview took place between 


theſe two friends, who bound themfelves to each other 


by the moſt ſolemn contract, to maintain their fidelity. 


It was not long before Jonathan was convinced of the 


continuance of his father's murderous deſigns; and 
then, according to the expedient agreed on, he con- 
veyed the painful information to David, The poor 
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perſecuted youth aroſe from the cave, in which he had 
been concealed, and, expreſſing his reſpect, his grati- 


| tude, and his love to Jonathan, in the moſt endearing 


manner, parted from him with extreme grief; and 
being about to fly, he knew not whither, he was com- 
mended by him to the care and protection of a faith- 
ful God. | | 

It is, doubtleſs, every way right and proper to con- 
trive for our ſafety in times of danger; and ſome cir- 
cumſtances may render it neceſſary for us to deſert 
our place. In ſuch caſes, however, it ſhould appear 
that our removal is indiſpenſably requiſite; and it ſhould 
then be ſubmitted to, as the appointment of God. But, 
perhaps, David felt more diſtreſſing apprehenſions on 
this occaſion, than became Him, to whom the pro- 
miſes were made. Doubtleſs, he upbraided himſelf for 
his unbelief, and often ſaid, © Why art thou caſt down, 
O my ſoul? and why art thou diſquieted within me?“ 
Alas! how weak, and how frequently interrupted, is 
the exerciſe of faith, in the ſtrongeſt believers! Let us 
watch and pray againſt every diſtruſting thought, and 
quietly leave ourſelves in the Lord's hands. 5 

The friendſhip of Jonathan, from whom the ſevereſt 
oppoſition might have been expected, afforded the moſt 


ſenſible relief to David in his forrow. This was a 


gracious diſpenſation from the Lord; and in the very 
{ame way He is pleaſed to ſupport his afflicted people, 
even now. Do we not recollect, that He has again 
and again raiſed up for us a counſellor, a patron, and 
a comforter, where we had every thing to fear? Has 
He not, by the unlooked for kindneſs of others, dried 


op 
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up our tcars, when we were overwhelmed with trou- 
ble ; and pleaded our cauſe, when we were ſuffering 
under unjuſt reproaches and oppreſſions? Let us re- 
member, and rejoice, that He has the hearts of all men 
in his hands. | 

David was an exile from Court, from his father's 
houſe, from his wife, and from his beloved Jonathan. 
A diſtrefling ſituation truly! The trial was fo great, 
that his faith failed him, and he was betrayed into ſome 
inconſiſtencies, over which we might deſire to draw a 
vail ——In his flight, he called to take his leave of 
the tabernacle, and, as his manner -was, to conſult the 
Lord by Ahimelech the high prieſt *®, There he was 
driven to a very ſinful diſſimulation and falſehood, in 
order to avoid ſuſpicions, and to obtain ſome means of 
ſupport and defence from the miniſter of religion. The 
conſequences of this miſconduct were fatal to many; 
and David felt very ſtrong compunction on account of 
it. Ah! how dangerous it is, in any circumſtances, 
to deviate from the ſtricteſt integrity! 
He received from the hands of Ahimelech a part of 
the holy bread (in taking which he was juſtified by his 
preſſing neceſſity ) and the ſword of Goliath, which 
had been laid up before the Lord, and which might 
ſtrengthen his faith, by reminding him continually of 
the miraculous deliverance he had before experienced. 
With this ſlender ſuſtenance, and with no other ar- 
mour, he proceeded on his way; and, deſiring only 
to ſecure himſelf, not to ſtir up a rebellion, he betook 
himſelf to the very enemies, whom he had often ſub- 


® 1 Sam, xxi. 1, &c. Xxii. 15, + Matt, xii. 3, 4- 


dued. 


DAVID. 3 97 
dued. The king of the Philiſtines was inclined to fa- 
vour him; but, when his character was known, the 
fears and {uſpicions of the courtiers were excited ; and 
it ſhould ſeem, that he could not long have ſubſiſted 


in that country. Perhaps he was wrong in attempting 
it; at leaſt he certainly was ſo, in the very diſhonour- 


able expedient, which he adopted for the preſervation 


of his life. He feigned himſelf mad, that they might 
not apprehend any danger from him, and then was 
ſent away as an uſeleſs or troubleſome perſon. We 
mourn for the diſtreſſes, in which this holy man was 
involved; or rather, we lament, that in his diſtreſſes 
he did not always ſtand upright. But, while we blame 
his diſtruſt and timidity, we fear for eee and pray, 
te that we enter not into temptation.” 

Baniſhed from the Philiſtines, he was reduced to 
the neceſſity of hiding himſelf in a cave *; There he 
was joined by his parents and relations, who fled to 
him, either to comfort him, or to protect themſelves. 
There alfo, a conſiderable company reſorted to him: 
about four hundred men, of deſperate fortunes, en- 


- liſted themſelves under him, as their captain. What- 


ever might be their intentions, David made uſe of 
their aſſiſtance, not to annoy or 1njure others, but to 
defend himſelf; and wherever they encamped, they 
were a ſecurity to the inhabitants around them. In 
the midft of his diſtreſſes, we are pleaſed to obſerve 
his attention to his aged father and mother, and his 
anxious concern for their welfare. He took them to 
che king of Moab, and requeſted him to afford them 


* 1 Sam, xxii. 1, &c. 
Vol. II. H a retreat, 


8 


— — — 


— — —— — — 
. 


. = 
. = 
2... — Lea —<fu — =. 

- 2 * 


CE - = 2 "_ 0 m—_— 
— === =. — I = — 
„»» 
— = — — — = — 
= _ _ == > — — —— b — 
— 2 4 


a retreat, expreſſing his patient ſubmiſſion to God, 
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and dependence upon Him for better days. This 1s 


an inſtructive example. Thoſe, who poſſeſs eminent 


abilities and diſtinguiſhed piety, may be, for a time, 
cut off from all opportunities of public uſefulneſs: and 
yet, under the heavieſt calamities, they may be reſerv- 


ed for the moſt exalted honours to themſelves, and 


beneficial purpoſes to others. Let us learn, however, 
while we are ſolicitous for our own ſafety, not to for- 
get, what we owe to our parents: and, though our 
proſpects be dark, let us remember the divine pro- 
miſes, and be willing to alt, as David, till we know 


what God will do for us. 
David, in his exile, was favoured with the company 


of the prophet Gad, and, doubtleſs, was directed and 
comforted by his counſels and prayers. According to 
the advice, then, which he received from that ſpiri- 
tual guide, he removed into the land of Judah, though 
with extreme danger, that he might teſtify his reliance 
upon the protection of the Lord, and not be ſeduced 


by the practices of idolaters, who were friendly to him. 


Soon after this removal, he was joined by Abiathar, 
the ſon of Ahimelech, who related to him the horrid 


. murder, which Saul had committed upon Ahimelech, 


the high-prieſt, and the other inferior miniſters of reli- 
gion. The account was moſt painful to David; for 
he knew and confeſſed, that his diſſimulation had been 


the occaſion of their death. From that time he re- 


tained Abiathar with him, giving him the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of ſupport, and pledging his own life for his 
ſecurity, The preſence, the converſation, and the ſer- 
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vices of thoſe, © who miniſter about holy things,” 
though generally diſregarded, will ever be conſidered as 
a valuable acquiſicion by men of real piety : nor ſhould 
they think any hazard or loſs too great to be mung 
for the ſake of ſuch a privilege. 

David was perſecuted on every ſide; but, far from 
betraying a vindictive he was ready to do good 
to all, whatever he might ſuffer for it. Notwithſtand- 
ing his private diſtreſſes, he diſcovered a generous at- 
tention to the public welfare; and, while bold and 
vigorous in action, he ſhewed at the ſame time a con- 


ſtant dependence upon God for direction and ſucceſs; 


an uncommon inſtance of martial courage and fervent 
devotion, united in the ſame perſon ! 

He was requeſted to defend the city of Keilah 
againſt the Philiſtines *, But, though willing to. ren- 
der his countrymen any ſervice, he would not under- 
take the enterpriſe, till he had firſt conſulted the Lord. 


The approbation of Heaven was declared; yet his 


own followers oppoſed the meaſure, till a more ex- 
preſs command, and promiſe of ſupport from God 


| himſelf, encouraged them to go. He went therefore, 


and, by a ſignal victory, “ ſaved the inhabitants of 
Keilah.” But the very men, whom he had reſcued 
from deſtruction, were on the point of delivering him 
into the hands of Saul. This was a ſevere trial indeed! 
Here, however, as on other occaſions, he fled for re- 
fuge to his God; and, by His particular inſtruction, 
he forſook the town, and once more became a wan» 


derer from place to place. —If religion have its proper 


1 Sam. xxiii. 1, &c. | 
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- influence upon us, it will teach us to commit our way 
unto the Lord, to conſult His will, and not to lean to 


our own underſtanding. Like David, we ſhall not be 
backward to obey the directions of our heavenly Guide, 


though the moſt formidable dangers threaten us. Nor 


ſhall we repent of doing good to any, even while 


we receive no other recompence than hatred and 


cruelty. 

David encamped in the wilderneſs, and was purſued 
by the murderous king of Iſrael through the woods 
and the mountains. From day to day it ſeemed as if 
he ſhould fall a prey to his enemy; but he remained 


ſecure, under the immediate care of Heaven: © God 


delivered him not into his hand.” In that diſtreſſed 
ſituation he was viſited by Jonathan, his faithful friend, 
who, from religious principles, was firmly attached to 
him, and went, at the hazard of his own life, to 
ce ſtrengthen his hand in God,” The pious youth re- 
minded him of the divine promiſes, and encouraged 
him to look for a happy iſſue. The interview was 
conducted with the ſolemnities of devotion, and tend- 
ed, doubtleſs, to diſſipate the fears of David, and to 
comfort him in his trouble. 

Soon afterwards, his faith was again tried in a ſevere 
manner. Through the offictous information of the 
Ziphites he was diſcovered to Saul ; and, being over- 
taken by that furious adverſary, he was in the utmoſt 
danger of being ſurrounded and entirely cut off. An 
eſcape appeared impoſſible, But the eye of God 
watched over him, and by His interpoſing provi- 
dence, when all human ſuccours failed, the threatening 
blow 
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blow was inſtantly averted. A ſudden invaſion of the 
Philiſtines called off the king to defend his country, 
and David was permitted to retire in ſafety. - 

Here we pauſe, and ſtand in admiration of the ways 
of God. We are ready to aſk, Why does He ſuffer 
thoſe, who are deareſt to himſelf, to be ſo evil-in- 
treated? But we repreſs our preſumptuous inquiries. 
| Suffice it for us, that © He will not forſake his people, 
for his great name's ſake,” and that, in ſpite of all 
oppoſition, His gracious purpoſes concerning them 
ſhall be finally accompliſhed. Have we not ſeen His 
hand guiding, ſupporting, and protecting the perſe- 
cuted fon of Jeſſe? And have we not perceived, in 
many fingular incidents throughout this part of the 
hiſtory, the divine power, love, and faithfulneſs diſ- 
played? Do we not alſo, upon the review of our own 
life, recolle& various inſtances, in which the Lord has, 
almoſt viſibly, interpoſed, to adminiſter relief, and 
bring deliverance? Let not theſe remarkable events 
be aſcribed to chance; but, ſurveying what God hath 
wrought for us, let us devoutly ſay, © This is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” Nor 
let us be diſmayed at the proſpect of future difficul- 
ties, but ſtay ourſelves upon Him, © who is wonderful 
in counſel, and excellent in working.” He can raiſe 
up for us, in the midſt of our enemies, “ a friend 
that ſticketh cloſer than a brother, tender and con- 
ſtant as Jonathan. Sooner than his promiſe ſhall fail, 
He will commiſſion the Philiſtines to effect our eſcape, 
at the very moment when our caſe may appear moſt 
deſperate. Enough, at leaſt, we learn from the ſaints 
H of 
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of old, to encourage our hope in God, contrary to all 
human probabilities, Nature, indeed, is averſe, but 
faith will teach and enable us, to © hope againſt hope.” 
And this entire dependence upon Him, is what God 
indiſpenſably requires; for He declares, “If ye will 
not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be eſtabliſhed *. 


* 1fa, vii. 9. 
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David ſpared. Saul's life provoted by Nabal— married 
Abigail —ſpared Saul a ſecond time—retired to the Phi- 
liflines received by Achiſh—diſmiſſed from his ſervice 
— plundered by the Amalekites—recovered all from them 
— mourned for Saul and Jonathan. removed to Hebron, 
where he was acknowledged king. 


THAT part of the life of David, which is now be- 
fore us, exhibits to-our view an inſtance of one, who 
was choſen of God, and appointed to an exalted ſtation, 
involved in the deepeſt diſtreſſes. Yet in him we be- 
hold * an example of ſuffering affliction and of pa- 
tience.“ At times, indeed, he was caſt down through 
unbelief, as if the divine promiſe had come utterly to 
an end; but, upon the whole, he was enabled to main- 
tain a firm dependence on the faithfulneſs of God, and 
to derive ſtrong conſolations from his religious princi- 
ples. If we would know the particular ſtate of his 
mind, we muſt conſult his own declarations in the 
Pſalms, which were penned under the influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt at thoſe very ſeaſons, to which we allude. 
There we ſhall obſerve the moſt indubitable marks of 
eminent piety, a meek reſignation to the diſpenſations 
of Providence, a ſure truſt in the everlaſting Cove- 
nant, an unequalled fervour of devotion, and, on ſome 

H 4 occaſions, 
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occaſions, ſuch a degree of joy in the Lord, as carried 
him above his fears and calamities, May we ſo ſtudy 
his character, that we may, be partakers of the ſame 
ſpirit! Alas! are we not utterly deſtitute of theſe 
principles and affections? Where ſhall we diſcover the 
like ardour ? Would not the moſt diſtant approach to 
it be cenſured, as the wildneſs of fanatics and enthu- 
ſiaſts? Men are aſhamed of any real earneſtneſs in the 
ſervice of God, and not afraid to avow their diſregard 
and contempt of every thing truly ſerious. We are 
conftrained to mourn for the open profaneneſs, which 
prevails among us; and not leſs ſo, for the indifference, 


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


formality, and hypocriſy of many, who profeſs godli- 


neſs, who © have a name that they live, and are dead.” 
Do we conſider the behaviour of David toward 


others? We ſhall find him poſſeſſed of the ſtricteſt 


integrity and the moſt amiable tempers, exerciſing not 
only patience and forbearance, but fidelity and kind- 
neſs, in return for the baſeſt perfidiouſneſs and cruelty, 
We do not, indeed, aſſert, that he betrayed no marks 
of imperfection ; ; but we maintain, that his conduct, 
in the general tenour of it, will afford an inſtructive 
example to all. 
Years befor He had retired, for his own ſecurity, to 
1061. © the rocks and wilderneſs of Engedi, whither 
he was ſoon purſued by the malice of the king *. In 
this ſituation, it pleaſed God to give him an opportu- 
nity of proving, that he was very far from cheriſhing 
any ſentiments of rebellion or revenge. For ſome ne- 
ceſſary purpoſe Saul betook himſelf, without an attend- 


* 1 Sam. XX:y. I, &c. 
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ant, to the ſame cave, where David and his followers 
were concealed; and of conſequence the life of the 
prince lay entirely at the mercy of the man, whom he 
was ſeeking to murder. It was immediately urged 
upon David, that this was ſuch a convenient occaſion 
for deſtroying his enemy, as he ought not to neglect, 
being offered him by the providence of God, and in 
performance of the promiſe. How eaſily may we im- 
poſe upon ourſelves, interpret events as providential, 
and imagine that God is favouring our ſchemes, when 
we are contriving to gratify our own corrupt affections! 
—But David was not fo miſled. He could, in an in- 
ſtant, have vindicated his wrongs, and reſcued him- 
ſelf from the hands of an enraged perſecutor ; but he 
choſe rather to refer the matter to the Lord, and to 
wait His tirhe and way of deliverance. He knew, 
from the divine declarations, that he ſhould one day 
{it upon the throne ; but he would not take any indi- 
rect ſtep to place himſelf there. He rejected, then, 
with abhorrence, the propoſal of aſſaſſinating the prince, 
whom the Lord had anointed, ' nor would he ſuffer 
others to commit violence upon him. 

Saul, therefore, was permitted to eſcape without 
injury. David, indeed, had cut off the ſkirt of his 
garment, as a proof that he had full power over him, 
and that he was not influenced by any vindictive tem- 
pers towards him: yet even for this trivial circum- 
ſtance he was afterward grieved, leſt it ſhould be con- 
ſtrued into irreverence and diſaffection. But as the 
king was departing, David cried after him, and, with 
all the tokens of CI and with the ſtrongeſt de- 
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clarations of fidelity and attachment to his ſervice, 
expoſtulated with him on the unreaſonableneſs, the 
cruelty, and ſinfulneſs of his conduct, aſſuring him, 
that he never could be induced by any conſiderations 
to lift up his hand againſt him, and yet reminding him, 
that the Lord would ſhortly interpoſe, and determine 
the conteſt between them.——-So tender an addreſs, 
ſo ſtriking an inſtance of forbearance and generoſity, 
diſarmed the furious perſecutor of his rage, melted 
him down to tears, and conſtrained him to become a 
ſupplicant to the very 5 for whoſe blood he had 
been thirſting. 

What aſtoniſhing effects are produced by meekneſs 
of ſpirit! Yet how rarely is ſuch an example to be 
met with! It ſhould ſeem, from the caſt of modern 
times, that the forgiveneſs of injuries is a mean and deſ- 
picable thing. But how different is the judgment of 
God, who hath declared, The diſcretion of a man 
deferreth his anger, and it is his glory to paſs over a 
tranſgrefſion * 1” The miniſters of Chriſt, in oppo- 
fition to the faſhionable principles of honour, muſt 
call upon men © to forbear one another, and to for- 
give one another,” to lay aſide their violent . animoſt- 
ties, and, without conſidering the inſults they have re- 
ceived, to unite in love and brotherly affection toge- 
ther. —It may not be improper to juſtify ourſelves, 
when miſrepreſented and abuſed ; but even this ſhould 
be done in a peaceable and modeſt manner, as in the 
caſe before us. We ſhould be willing to leave the 
vindication of all our wrongs to Gad, and quietly await 


* Prov. xix. 11. bt 
| is 


his determination. Ah! how contrary is this to the 
impatient, ambitious, and vindictive deſires of our 
hearts! | 

We have, alſo, cauſe to lament, that thoſe, who are 
habitually meek and humble, are liable to be hurried 
away by temporary emotions of pride and anger. Da- 
vid had ſworn fidelity to Saul, but could not truſt the 
moſt ſolemn aſſurances of that perfidious prince, and 
therefore ſtill maintained the ſame prudent caution. 
He continued to wander, as a poor diſtreſſed exile, 
from one cave and wilderneſs to another. In this 
ſituation he was reduced to the want of neceſſaries; 
and, being averſe to any ſchemes of plunder for his 
ſupport, he ſent to a rich neighbour to intreat his 
kindneſs, at a time of feſtivity and mirth *®. David, 
indeed, ſeemed to have ſome claim upon Nabal ; for 
he had carefully protected his flocks and poſſeſſions 
from the injurious aſſaults of others. | But his applica- 
tion was rejected, and both he and his followers were 
treated with the utmoſt contempt and reproach. Upon 
this occaſion, David, who had been proof againſt the 
inſults and cruelties of Saul, being betrayed into an 


angry, and revengeful ſpirit, both threatened and pre- 


pared to deſtroy the churl and every male in his fa- 
mily. We pretend not to juſtify ſo rath and barbarous 
a reſolution ; for we confeſs it to be highly diſgraceful 
to David's character. But we maintain, that it was 
contrary to his general deportment ; and, when by the 
prudence of Abigail his reſentment was pacified, he 


* 1 Sam. XXV, 2, &c. 
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himſelf perceived and acknowledged the injuſtice and 
ſinfulneſs of his ſcheme, and praiſed God, that He 
had mercifully prevented him from executing his wicx- 
ed purpoſe. | 

Alas ! what continual need we have, to © watch and 


pray, leſt we enter into temptation !” Though we 


have been upheld in paſt dangers, this will be no ſe- 
curity to us in future, We may have been unmoved 
by very great provocations, and yet ſoon be overcome 
by a trifling affront, if we be off our guard. Shall we 
not alſo, with David, admire and praiſe the over- ruling 
providence, and reſtraining grace of our God, who, 
though He has ſuffered us to proceed to the very point 


of committing ſome heinous iniquity, has interpoſed, 


moſt ſeaſonably, to hinder us from bringing guilt upon 
ourſelves, and miſchief upon others? Let us intreat 
Him, that He would “ hedge up our way,” rather 
than leave us to diſhonour his cauſe, and ruin our . n 
ſouls. | | 

Nabal was ſuddenly removed by the righteous judg- 
ment of God, and Abigail became the wife of David, 
who, probably, in the late inſtance, had-been ſtruck 
with her ſenſe, her prudence, and her piety. This 
holy man, like many of the ancient ſaints, gave into 
the prevailing cuſtom of Polygamy. The practice, 
however, is not hereby juſtified : it was permitted for 
a time; but its conſequences have always been ex- 
tremely pernicious, and it is now expreſsly prohibited 
by the higheſt authority *. 


* Mark x. 11. 
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On another occaſion we behold him exerciſing the 
ſame lenity, and forbearance toward Saul, as he had 
done before. He vas ſtill hunted by the treacherous 
prince, and ſtill he refuſed to adopt any other meaſures 
againſt him, than his own defence rendered abſolutely 
needful. With an aſtoniſhing courage, or rather a 
peculiar degree of faith, he ventured, in the dead of 
night, to the very ſpot, where Saul and his army were 
encamped; and, as they were all in a deep ſleep, he 
had full opportunity of gratifying his revenge, if he had 
entertained any ſuch defign*. But, though he was 
exhorted to it by his attendant, he abſtained from vio- 
lence, not through political, but religious motives, 
convinced that he could not * ſtretch forth his hand 
againſt the Lord's anointed, and be guiltleſs.” He 
expreſſed his confidence, that the Lord would in due 
time deliver him from his adverſary: in patient expec- 
tation of that event, he was willing to remain a ſufferer, 
and would not avenge himſelf. The ſpear and the 
cruſe of water were taken from the king's head, and 
held up to him as a proof that his life had again been 
ſpared. In the tendereſt and moſt affectionate manner, 
David once more expoſtulated with him on his inju- 
rious conduct, and warned him of the awful conſe- 
quences. This freſh inſtance of generoſity had a ſur- 
priſing effect upon Saul; and, from his ſtrong pro- 
feſſions, we ſhould have thought that an immediate 
reconciliation would follow. But David, through an 
evident diſtruſt of his declarations, departed from him, 


* 1 Sam, xxvi. 4, &Cc. 
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and referred the deciſion of the conteſt to the e 


Governor of heaven. 


Such patient perſeverance in dependence upon God 


reproves our vehemence of ſpirit, our unwillingneſs to 
wait the diſpoſal of Providence. What eagerneſs do 


-we diſcover to extricate ourſelves from our trifling diffi- 


culties, forgetting that © the Lord reigneth !'” And 
do we not betray ſad marks of a petulant, implacable, 
vindictive diſpoſition toward thoſe, who injure us? If 
ſo, we poſſeſs little of the faith or meekneſs of David, 
Yet even this eminent faint lived not in the conſtant 
exerciſe of his own principles. Wearied out with the 
length of his trials, or unmindful of the divine promiſe, 


and giving way to the ſuggeſtions of unbelief, he ſaid 


in his heart, I ſhall now periſh one day by the hand 


of Saul*.” Afraid, therefore, to remain any longer 


in the land of Judah, where he had been hitherto pro- 
tected, he conſulted his ſafety without aſking direction 
from the Lord, and ſought a place of refuge even 
among the enemies of Iſrael, in the country of the 
Philiſtines. This, doubtleſs, was a wrong ſtep; and 
it is no wonder that he was hereby led into various 
difficulties and temptations. Ah! what a train of evils 
follows from unbelief! When we forget our paſt ex- 
perience of the Lord's mercies, and His gracious aſſu- 
rances, we ſhall be overwhelmed with deſponding ap- 
prehenſions, and, probably, be induced to adopt ſome 
diſhonourable expedient, in order to get rid of our 
troubles. How many, who a little while ago could 
triumph in the ſecurity of the Covenant, are now diſ- 


®* I Sam, xxvii. 1, &c. 
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mayed with terrible fear, and ſay, I ſhall finally periſh ! 
And are there not thoſe too, who, in an anxious con- 
cern for their own preſervation and that of their fami- 
lies, have formed very unſuitable connections with irre- 
ligious characters? We ſhall not, then, be ſurpriſed to 
hear, that they are carried from one inconſiſtency to 
another. Nothing can ſo effectually eſtabliſh us in 
holy tempers and practices, and preſerve us from per- 
plexities, as an unſhaken dependence wen the pro- 
miſes of God in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

Achiſh, the king of the Philiſtines, was diſpoſed to 
favour David, and, probably with the hopes of ſepa- 
rating him entirely from the intereſts of Iſrael, afforded 
both him and his followers 'a comfortable retreat. 
While he was in that ſituation, he made incurſions 
upon the Amalekites and their neighbours, whom the 
Lord had commanded to be deſtroyed, and utterly de- 
ſolated their towns: but, to avoid the diſpleaſure of 
Achiſh, and to encourage the idea, that he was faith- 
fully attached to the Philiſtines, he was guilty of a mean 
equivocation ; for he pretended to have been fighting 
againſt his own countrymen. This was ſuch an in- 
ſtance of diſſimulation, as we may account for, in- 
deed, but attempt not to defend. Let us beware of 
aſſociating with thoſe, who cannot act in concert with 
us, as the ſervants of God: for their friendſhip may 
be a ſnare to us, either deterring us from the diſ- 
charge of our duty, or leading us to ſome baſe arti- 
fice, that we may conceal what they diſlike. The 
patronage of wicked men is rarely preſerved with a 


200d conſcience. | 
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David was brought into another difficulty by this 
connection with the Philiſtines. They were preparmg 
for war againſt Iſrael, and Achiſh required him to join 
the expedition . His perplexity on this occaſion muſt 
have been great. For how ſhould” he turn his arms 
againſt his own nation? and yet how ſhould he refuſe 


to obey the injunction of a king, who had received and 


protected him? He appeared to acquieſce in the ſcheme, 
and, together with his forces, followed the hoſts of the 
Philiſtines. But it pleaſed God, who alone can work 
deliverance, to extricate him from his embarraſſment, 
The lords of the Philiſtines ſuſpected his integrity 
and, in compliance with their requiſition, Achiſhz 
though moſt reluctantly, diſmiſſed him from his ſervice, 
and, with high commendations of his character, in- 
treated him to retire, The releaſe was critical, and 
muſt have gratified the wiſhes of David. Yet, defirous 


of the prince's favour, he ſeemed to lament, that he 


was injuriouſly prevented from teſtifying his fidelity, 
His profeſſions, we own, carry with them the marks of 
duplicity, and are utterly inconſiſtent with that openneſs 
and ſimplicity, which we have a right to expect from 
a ſervant of God. But the ſmiles of a Court are dan- 
gerous to virtue; and thoſe, who needleſsly attach 


themſelves to fuch as are enemies to the Ifracl of God, 
will not long perſevere in an honourable conduct: for 


they generally © fall into temptation and a ſnare.” 
The Lord had mercifully delivered David from the 
neceſſity, to which he was reduced, either of perfi- 


diouſly deſerting the Philiſtines, or of being acceſlary 


* 1 Sam. XXVill, 1, 2. Xxix. 1, &c. 
to 
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to the deſtruction of Iſrael. Vet a heavy calamity 
awaited him; and it appears to have been the divine 
purpoſe” to puniſh and to humble him, for his unbelief 
and neglect of God in ſeeking the protection of aliens. 


His city, to which he was returning, was taken by the 


Amalekites, and utterly conſumed with fire; his wives 
and family, and thoſe of all his followers, were led into 
captivity, and all their poſſeſſions plundered *, This 
alone would have been extremely diſtreſſing; but the 
anguiſh of his ſpirit was increaſed by the rage of his 
own people againſt him. They blamed him as the 
cauſe of all their trouble, and formed the deſign of 
killing him. In ſo embarraſſed a ſituation, what ſup- 
port or expedient was left him? Here we behold the 
power and the excellence of faith. © He encouraged 
himſelf in the Lord his God.” Though all men for- 
ſook him, he till doubted not, that the Lord would 
itand by him and ſave him; and therefore, confiding 
in His faithfulneſs and ſtrength, he expected a happy 
iſſue. ; | 

By our own unadviſed ſchemes, originating from 
impatience and diſtruſt, we may involve ourſelves in 
a variety of difficulties ; yet even then, though ſhame 
and humiliation become us, we need not, we ſhould 
not, caſt away our hope in God. He is ſtil] ready to 
pardon, and ſpare, and protect us; and therefore, 
looking to His promiſes, we may encourage ourſelves 


in Him, | 15 | 
But, while we expect ſupport from the Lord, we 


mult ſeek it in prayer, and in a diligent attention to 


® x Sam. xxx. 1, &Cc, 
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the means, which He hath appointed. David, we fear, 
had neglected to do this, when he fled to the Philiſ- 
tines; but now his firſt object was, to conſult the Lord 
by the high-prieſt. Having obtained a favourable an- 
er, with amazing activity and courage he purſued, 
overtook, and conquered the enemy; and ſoon reco- 
vered from them all their ſpoil, and all their priſoners; 
for the plunderers had been reſtrained from offering 
violence to their perſons, by an over-ruling influence 
upon their minds. The victory, which was complete, 
he devoutly aſcribed to God. Nor did he manifeſt his 
piety alone upon that occaſion ; his juſtice to the weak, 
enfeebled ſoldiers, whom he would not ſuffer to be 
defrauded, and his generoſity to the friends, who had 
eſpouſed his cauſe, were alſo conſpicuous. | 


Thus, we perceive, the compaſſion of God is ex- 


tended to thoſe, who truſt Him. 
gates and removes the troubles, which their folly has 
O may we learn to aſk counſel of Him, 
and then go forth in obedience to his directions, and 
in reliance upon his promiſe. Nor let us forget, in 
an attention to devotion, the duties we owe to one 
How many have claims upon us ! 
be a diſgrace to our religion, if, in the hour of proſ- 
perity, we do not plead in behalf of the helpleſs, or if 
we be unmindful of thoſe, who have attached them- 
ſelves to our intereſt, 


incurred, 


another. 


Years before 
Chriſt, 1056. 


He graciouſly miti- 


It will 


We are now arrived at one of the moſt 


important Eras of David's life. 
time, when he was involved in his late complicated 
diſtreſſes, the deciſive blow was ſtruck by the 


About the 


Philiſ- 
tines, 
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tines, and Saul, the king of Iſrael, was ſlain in the 
battle *®. This was an event, at which, we might 
have ſuppoſed, he would have rejoiced exceedingly ; 
ſince his furious perſecutor was removed, and his way 
to the throne was cleared. But, far from a revenge» 
ful or ambitious ſpirit, he ſought not the ruin of his 
enemy, nor took one ſtep to procure his own advanets 
ment. Nay, when the tidings were brought him, © he 
rent his clothes, he mourned, he wept, he faſted,” and 
even avenged the death of Saul upon the Ama- 
lekite, who boaſted of having murdered the Lord's 
anointed, | 

This laſt action of David is cenſured, as an in- 
ſtance of cruelty and injuſtice, But what would have 
been ſaid, had the man been rewarded and preferred2, 
It ought not to be forgotten, that he was one of that 
accurſed nation, which the Lord had devoted to de- 
ſtruction, and that, according to his own confeſſion, 
he had deſerved to die, for — away the wy of the 


prince F, 
The whole deportment of David manifeſts the ut- 


moſt reverence for Saul, and ſtrongeſt attachment to 


him. He ſeemed deſirous that his memory ſhould be 


handed down to poſterity with reſpect, lamenting his 


loſs in a moſt beautiful elegy, which celebrated the ta- 


| „2 Sam. i. I, &c. 
+ As Saul is ſaid to have fallen upon his own ſword, it is pro- 
bable, that the Amalekite's account was falſe, and that he had in- 
vented the ſtory with the expectation of a recompence. David, 


| however, not knowing the circumitances, did right in treating the 


man ſuitably to his own confeſſion, 
12 lents 
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lents and achievements of the deceaſed monarch, and 
caſt a vail over his criminal and injurious conduct. His 
diſtreſs, doubtleſs, was increaſed by the death of his 
moſt amiable and beloved friend Jonathan, who alſo 
periſhed in the ſame battle, and for whom he mourned 
with expreſſions of pungent grief. But to an ambitious 
mind this would have been a joyful circumſtance, be- 


cauſe Jonathan might have proved a formidable rival, 


being next in ſucceſſion to the throne, and a peculiar 
favourite with the people. 

Is not ſuch dilintereſtedneſs uncommon ? Do we 
often obſerve men to weep, with undiſſembled ſorrow, 
at the removal of thoſe, who obſtruct their views of 
preferment in the world ?—Or, is there any thing in 
David's behaviour to countenance an oppoſition to juſt 
government ? His carriage, throughout, was far from 
that of a ſeditious, proud, and aſpiring perſon: and 
we are conſtrained to own, that his exaltation was of 
God. | | 

The regal office was now vacant: and who ſhall 
undertake it, or diſpoſe of it? The divine commiſſion 
had been iſſued, ſome time before, appointing David 
to it; and this had been generally underſtood. Mul- 
titudes, therefore, of the Iſraelites, upon the death of 
Saul, flocked to him at Ziklag, with an expectation, 
probably, of his coming to the immediate poſſeſſion of 
the kingdom. Nor had he forgotten the promiſe: 
but, as he looked to receive the power from the hands 
of the Lord, ſa he determined to do nothing without 
His direction. According to the inſtituted means, he 
inquired of God, whether he ſhould remove into the 

; | : land 
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land of Judah : and, by expreſs revelation, he returned 


to his native country, and fixed his reſidence at He- 
bron . There he began his reign, though for ſome 
years his authority was not complete. The men of 
Judah acknowledged his right to the crown, and with 
the uſual ſolemnities publicly proclaimed him their 
king. : - i 

Here, then; his trials might ſeem to be ended; for 
he had before him the flattering proſpect of dominion, 


' wealth, and dignity: In the patient expectation of 


this event, he had endured extreme ſufferings; and at 
length he was not diſappointed of his hope. He that 
believeth ſhall not make haſte.” Whence ariſes our 
precipitation, or our diſtreſs, when the purpoſes of 
God are delayed? Do we not ſtagger in our minds 
through unbelief? Therefore every trifling difficulty 
hides the promiſe from our eyes, and excites many 
tumultuous fears within us. But the preſent hiſtory 
will teach us, that “ there is no wiſdom, nor under- 
ſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord .“ Saul had 
long laboured to prevent the acceſſion of the ſon of 
Jeſſe to the throne. But all his ſchemes ended in con- 
fuſion: and ſo indeed muſt end all oppoſition to the 
cauſe of God. If He be for us, it matters little, who, 
or what, can be againſt us. The poor perſecuted 
ſaint ſtruggled for many years with a violent enemy; 
but he was preſerved from all aſſaults by an inviſi- 
ble, Almighty hand, and at laſt crowned with glory. 
Surely the dealings of God with his Church of old 
ſhould encourage our hope and confidence, amidſt dif- 


* 2 Sam. ii. 1, &C, + Prov. xxi. 30. 
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ficulties which appear inſurmountable, What, though 
our conflict be ſharp, and © we have no might againſt 
this great company, that cometh againſt us,” let us fly 
to the God of Jacob for our refuge; let us truſt, and 
not be afraid; and ſoon ſhall our ſtrongeſt adverſaries 
be ſubdued under our feet, and we ſhall be put in 
poſſeſſion of a kingdom, infinitely better than that of 
David, © a kingdom that cannot be moved.“ 

What were David's ſentiments upon his advance- 
ment, his pſalms will teſtify ; for in them he breathed 
out the devout affections of his ſoul, and called on all 
the people to join with him in admiring and praiſing 
that aſtoniſhing diſpenſation, which had brought him 
to the throne. Ah! how different from that proud, 
imperious ſpirit, that profane contempt of God, which 
generally accompanies men, who riſe to a ſtate of 
greatneſs! Such meekneſs, and ſuch piety, as we ob- 
ſerve in © the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael,” are rare endow- 
ments every where, more eſpecially ſo amidft the en- 
ſnaring ſcenes of grandeur. | 

But we turn our eyes to One of higher excellence 
and dignity, than the king of Judah: we behold Jeſus, 
the Son of David, made like to his progenitor and 
type. He alſo paſſed through much tribulation, con- 
tinued for many years in the deepeſt abaſement, © being 
deſpiſed and rejected, and endured a conflict of all 
others the moſt violent. But in vain were the powers 
of earth and Hell united againſt Him: the decree was 
gone forth, and nothing could reverſe it. The Lord 
God had ſaid, that He would “ give unto him the 
throne of his father David,” and that © of his kingdom 
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there ſhould be no end“. To that throne He is now 
exalted, and all nations are required to yield an unre- 
ſerved ſubmiſſion to Him. Who are they, then, that 
allow his claim, and © take his yoke upon them?“ 
Alas! we dwell among ſuch as are his ayowed oppo- 
nents, Do not the lives and tempers of thouſands de- 
clare, whatever their tongues may profeſs, that they 
are diſaffected to His government, and are not to be 
ranked with his ſubjects? But let them fear the effects 
of his wrath ; for He will maintain his right. O bow 
to the ſceptre of his grace, and cheerfully receive him 
in his regal character! And let thoſe, who acknow- 
ledge him for their Sovereign, not be aſhamed or 
wearied of his ſervice, but boldly teſtify to others the 
bleſſedneſs they have enjoyed under Him. © Let the 
children of Zion be joyful in their King,” 


* Luke i, 32, 33. 
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David recompenſed the men, who buried Saul—oppoſed y 
Ihboſheth—diftreſſed by the murder of Abner —puniſhed 
the murderers of Tſhbeſheth—declared king of all Iſrael 
s great proſperity—prepared to conduct the ark to 
Feruſalem—diſpleaſed at Uzzab's death—brought the 
ark with great joy — bis attention to the public worſhip 
and to family religion—deſpiſed by his wife Michal— 
forbidden to build the temple—yet e by the divine 
Promiles. 


We have followed David through a long ſeries of 
trials, which, though moſt afffictive, contributed to his 
advantage, and prepared him for ſucceeding greatneſs 
and extenſive uſefulneſs. We have ſeen the divine 
promiſes to him fulfilled, the formidable oppoſition 


againſt him vanquiſhed, and the poor perſecuted youth 


who was taken from the ſheep-folds, immediately after 
the death of Saul ſeated on the throne of Judah, His 
difficulties, indeed, were not all ended: but a ſcene of 
another kind now opens upon us. We ſhall now be- 
hold the man, who was obliged to hide himſelf © in 
dens and caves of the earth,” advanced to the moſt 
elevated dignity. Nor will his example, in theſe very 
different circumſtances, fail to AE to us many pro- 
fitable leſſons of inſtruction. 


He 
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yer: before He began his reign with an action, which 
Ctrift, 1955- muſt have tended to conciliate the affections 
of the people, and ſhewed, that he was not actuated 
by ambition, envy, or revenge. He recompenſed the 
inhabitants of Jabeſh-Gilead for their loyal regard to 
their deceaſed monarch in burying his remains, which 
they had reſcued from the inſults of the Philiſtines *. 
But the moſt diſintereſted conduct will not always 
prevent prejudice and oppoſition. Abner, who had 
been a principal officer in Saul's army, and now pro- 
bably aſpired after power, ſet up Iſhboſheth, the ſon 
of Saul, and prevailed upon the tribes of Iſrael to 
zeceive him for their king, and to reje& the man, 
whom the Lord had declared to be the object of his 
choice, This betrayed an ungrateful, perverſe, and 
rebellious ſpirit in them; but it proved a bleſſing to 
David, For by this reſiſtance further evidence was 
given of the Lord's faithfulneſs and love to him; and 
his own wiſdom, piety, meekneſs, and patience were 


alſo manifeſted and increaſed. 


At firſt, it ſhould ſeem, David acted only upon the 
defenſive; but, after two years, the turbulence and 
pride of Abner and his party ſtirred up a civil war, 
which, though attended with much bloodſhed, iſſued in 
the advancement of David to the complete poſſeſſion 
of the regal power. © There was long war between 
the houſe of Saul and the houſe of David : but David 
waxed ſtronger and ſtronger, and the houſe of Saul 
waxed weaker and weaker . The purpoſes of 
God, however oppoſed, cannot be defeated. The 


* 2 Sam. ii. 5, &c. + iii. 1, &c. 
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kingdom of Jeſus muſt ſpread from one degree of en- 
largement to another, till it ſubdue and incorporate all 
nations of the earth. The adverſaries of the Lord 
will be found liars; and all their machinations turn to 
their own confuſion. Believers, fear not to truſt your 
concerns in the hand of your gracious God. He ſuf- 
fers you to ſtruggle for a while with powerful and ma- 
licious foes; but, depending on the promiſe, you ſhall 
renew your ſtrength, and gain continual advantages, 
till your enemies be perfectly and for ever vanquiſhed 
and deſtroyed. 

The leaders of the faction began to quarrel among 
themſelves ; and Abner, offended by the reproaches of 
Iſhboſheth, undertook, through a ſpirit of proud re- 
venge, to alienate his ſubjects from him, and attach 
them to David's intereſt. The propoſal was made to 
David, and a treaty entered into. As a preliminary 
article, the king inſiſted upon the reſtoration of his 

wife Michal, who, by the violence of her father Saul, 
had been torn from him and given to another. The 
ſcheme ſeemed ripe for execution, when it was fruſtrated 
by a cataſtrophe, moſt painful to David. His princi- 
pal officers, Joab and his brother Abiſhai, who were 
men of an inſolent and vindictive diſpoſition, had ob- 
tained ſuch an influence over him, that he knew not 
how to reſtrain them. In a treacherous manner they 
contrived to aſſaſſinate the very perſon, who was uſing 
his intereſt to deliver up the whole government to their 
maſter. This deteſtable perfidy deſerved the moft ri- 
gorous puniſhment. Perhaps David was blamable for 
not putting the murderers to death, But in ſuch an 
8 unſettled 
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unſettled ſtate, he felt his own weakneſs, and dreaded 
the conſequences of ſeverity : for the preſent, therefore, 
the offenders eſcaped with impunity. If we preſume 
to cenſure his lenity, we muſt allow at leaſt, that thoſe 
who poſſeſs the higheſt authority, cannot do all they 
would. We ſhould compaſſionate, rather than envy 
their ſituation. Their hands are often tied by ſome or 
other of their ſubjects, and they are obliged to adopt 
the complaint of David, J am this day weak, and 
theſe men be too hard. for me.” | 


Yet his conduct on this occaſion diſcovered an in- 
tegrity and a tenderneſs of mind, which endeared him 


to his people. He was ſtruck with horror at the ini- 
quity of the tranſaction; and while he ſolemnly pro- 
teſted his innocence, he deprecated the divine vengeance 
from himſelf and his kingdom, and foretold the heavy 
judgments which would ſurely fall on the head of the 
guilty. To teſtify his reſpect for the deceaſed, he com- 
manded his burial to be attended by Joab, the principal 
aſſaſſin, and his numerous retinue. He himſelf alſo 
followed the bier with loud lamentations, and in the 
whole of his deportment ſhewed the moſt unfeigned 
ſorrow, ——And are we all, in our ſeveral tations, 
grieved for the wickedneſs, which we are compelled to 
witneſs, and which we cannot prevent or remedy ? Do 
e our ſouls weep in ſecret places for the pride” and the 
many abominations, which prevail around us? Ah! 
whence this indifference about the actions of others, but 
from a total diſregard of the honour of God and the 
ſalvation of our fellow creatures? 


Very 
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Very ſoon afterward the deſired event took place, 


but in a way, which David neither contrived nor ap- 


proved. Iſhboſheth, the competitor for the govern- 
ment,.was murdered by two of his own ſervants, who 
carried his head to David, and expected from him a 
reward for their villany *. But he ſought not power by 
ſuch baſe treachery as this: and therefore, though the 
oppoſition againſt him was hereby defeated, he was 
ſhocked with the horrible wickedneſs they had com- 
mitted, and, as a righteous judge, he inſtantly com- 
manded them to be put to death. He looked for his 
advancement from the Lord, and would not adopt or 
countenance any iniquitous meaſure, to haſten the 
divine purpoſe. | | 
We admire the generoſity and diſintereſtedneſs of 
this conduct. How far removed from an ambitious or 
malevolent ſpirit! Are we like minded? Are not 
we forward to avenge ourſelves, and unwilling to await 


the flow deciſions of Providence? Or, though we 


ſhould fear to perpetrate an ignominious action in our 
own perſons, ſhould not we rejoice to gain an advan- 
tage by. the deceit or cruelty of others? How rare 
is it to weep for the unjuſt oppreſſion of an enemy! 

Vears before The men of Ifracl had now loſt their 
Ohritt 1045 Head, and perceived, probably, their own 


folly in oppoling a prince of God's appointment. 


They had, likewiſe, fully proved the wiſdom, courage, 
and integrity of David; and therefore, without any 
violence, or threatening, or ſolicitation on his part, they 
voluntarily intreated him to take upon him the whole 


* 2 Sam. iv. 1, &c, 
government, 
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government, from the conſideration of their near re- 
Jation to him, and the Lord's expreſs deſignation of 
him to that office“. Their elders were deputed to 
ſettle the buſineſs; and with them David entered into 
a ſolemn league, to adminiſter Juſtice throughout the 
land. He was then declared ro be their king; and 
not only their numerous armies came to acknowledge 
their ſubjection, but all the nation teſtified their joy 
upon his acceſſion to the throne . Thus, after an 
interval of ſeven years and a half from the death of 
Saul, and more than fifteen from his firſt conſecration 
by the hand of Samuel, at the age of thirty he found 
himſelf in the full and undiſputed poſſeſſion of the ſo- 
vereignty, The fituation, doubtleſs, was the more 
agreeable, becauſe he was raiſed by the immediate 
direction of God, according to His repeated pro- 
miſes, and called to it by the unanimous voice of the 
people, who eagerly deſired him to be their ruler. 
In no inſtance will the Lord finally diſappoint 
thoſe expectations, which are grounded on his word. 
The bleſſings intended may be delayed, in order to 
ſtrengthen and to manifeſt our faith and patience. But, 
if we are willing to wait, we ſhall in due time obtain 
them; and they will be doubly ſweet and precious, if 
we can ſee the hand of God beſtowing them, and we 
ourſelves have reſolutely refuſed to purſue any undue 
meaſures to procure them. 

The ſame power, which placed David in this ex- 
alted ſtation, ſupported him in it. Under an Al- 
mighty protection, he enlarged his dominions, and 


* 2 Sam. v. 1, &c. + 1 Chron, xi. 23, &c. 


increaſed 


* 
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increaſed in fame and dignity. In the midſt of his 


proſperity, he was favoured with the gracious preſence 


of his God. © He went on, and grew great, and the 
Lord God of Hoſts was with him.“ He diſpoſſeſſed 
the ancient inhabitants of the city of Jeruſalem, where 
he fixed the ſeat of government, and erected a palace 


for the royal reſidence, from a full confidence that he 
was eſtabliſhed in the kingdom. But there alſo he 


multiplied his wives, conſulting, we fear, his own ſen- 
ſual inclinations, and following the corrupt practice of 
the times, rather than regarding the will of God. 
Theſe connections, we allow, are not to be juſtified; 
and their pernicious effects, as in David's caſe, form 
a very ſtrong argument againſt them. 

It was not long before the Philiſtines, who had lately 
afforded him an aſylum, obſerving with envy his high 
advancement, commenced hoſtilities againſt him. But, 
by the expreſs direction and immediate interpoſition of 


God, of whom he ſought counſel and aſſiſtance, he 


obtained two complete conqueſts; and his name be- 


came formidable to all the ſurrounding nations *. 
The proſperity of the Church will generally provoke 
the oppoſition of its enemies. But they © imagine a 
vain thing.” What have thoſe to fear, for whom the 
Lord himſelf undertakes to fight? Only let them go 


forth to the conflict in faith and prayer; and He, to 


whom they commit their cauſe, will give them wiſdom, 
ſtrength, and victory. 

Every acceſſion of wealth and power, as it furniſnes 
the means of greater uſefulneſs, ſhould be vigorouſly 


* 1 Chron. xiv. 17. 


improved 
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improved for the promoting of the public ſervices of 
religion, In David we behold a bright example of 
this pious zeal. When he found himſelf firmly ſeated 
on the throne, he was deſirous to put an honour upon 
the ark of God, which had long been negle&ed, and 
had lain in obſcurity ; and therefore, with a peculiar 
ſolemnity, he prepared to conduct this ſymbol of the 
divine preſence to Jeruſalem, that the ordinances might 
be celebrated near him *. The king himſelf, with all 
the choſen men of his army, attended upon the occa- 
ſion with demonſtrations of reverence and joy. But a 
ſudden damp was caſt upon them; the ſacred ceremo- 
nies were interrupted ; and David, being utterly diſ- 
concerted, abandoned his ſcheme, at leaſt for a ſeaſon. 
The ark was not carried by the Levites, or according 
to the preſcribed order; and when Uzzah put forth 
his hand, through preſumption or unbelief, ro ſecure 
it from falling, the righteous diſpleaſure of God in- 
{tantly ſtruck him dead. The awful event was de- 
ſigned, no doubt, to impreſs the whole nation with a 
ſenſe of the holineſs and juſtice of God, and to con- 
vince them, that every particular of his injunctions 
muſt be punctually complied with. And does it not 
ſtand as an admonition to vs alſo ? Are we conforming 
ourſelves, with the utmoſt exactneſs, to the divine will, 
as far as it is revealed to us? Where are thoſe, who 
dare to trifle with the commands of God, as if they 
might ſafely tranſgreſs them at their pleaſure? Let 
them look to the example of Uzzah, and tremble for 
their own danger. 


ö * 2 Sam. vi. I, &c. : 
| David 
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David had been actuated by a very pious principle, 
but, probably, had undertaken this buſineis with a 
degree of raſhneſs and pride. When, therefore, he 
met with ſo ſevere a rebuke, he was confounded, and, 
conſidering himſelf as ill treated, was ready to quarrel 
with God for the tremendous diſpenſation. Not yet 
ſenſible of his own fault, he felt the riſing of an angry, 
rebellious ſpirit againſt his Judge, and, as if he were 
afraid to have any further concerns with the ark, he left 
his ſcheme unfiniſhed, and the whole company was diſ- 
perſed. Alas! how prone are we to fly from one evil 
temper to another! How liable, either to be lifted up 


with preſumption, or to be caſt down in ſullen de- 


ſpondency ! 

After three months David appeared to be convinced 
of his crime, and determined to reſume the plan, he had 
deſerted. With great pomp, therefore, as before, but 
with a more humble and devout diſpoſition, and guard- 
ing againſt his former errors, he went to convey the ark 
to Jeruſalem from the houſe of Obededom, with whom 
it had remained during the interval, and whom the 
Lord had bleſſed for his pious attention to it“. The 
proceſſion began with holy worſhip, accompanied with 
facrifice, and the king himſelf was not aſhamed to take 
a leading part in the ſolemnity. At the head of his 
people, and as a miniſter of religion, he conducted the 


facred ceremonies, and, by his extraordinary activity, 


teſtified the fervour of his zeal, and love, and joy. At 
length his deſire was accompliſhed ; and, when the ark 
of God was fixed in its place, he offered up various 


* See 1 Chron. xv. and xvi. 
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dblations to Heaven with humility and gratitude. ' As 
a prophet, no leſs than a prince, he made interceſſion 
for his ſubjects, and pronounced his benediEuon __ 


them. 
He had compoſed for the occaſion Pſalms of praiſe 


and thankſeiving to the God of Iſrael, which he de- 


| livered to the perſons appointed to officiate in that ſer- 


vice; and all the multitude joined in ſinging thoſe holy 
ſongs with loud acclamations. There appeared to be 
but one heart and one voice throughout the numerous 
aſſembly, while they paid their adorations to God, in 


the moſt animated forms of devotion. The whole 


company were alſo liberally entertained and feaſted at 
their Sovereign's expence, before they departed to their 
reſpective habitations. And ſurely, they muſt have 
departed with the livelieſt impreſſions in favour of re- 
ligion, after they had beheld in their monarch ſo emi- 
nent a pattern of real and fervent piety towards God; 
of piety too, which would ſeem the more amiable, as 
being adorned with acts of condeſcenſion and munifi- 
cence towards men. 


Nor was David fatisfied with directing and aſſiſting 


the ſolemnities of that remarkable ſeaſon ; but he then 


took the opportunity of regulating the divine ſervice 


for the future, and made proviſion for the ſtated cele- 


bration of the ordinances, both at Jeruſalem, and at 
Gibeon, where the ancient tabernacle ſtill remained. 
The conſtancy, ſeriouſneſs, and delight, with which he 
attended at the place of public worſhip, and the very 
ardent affections with which he was wont to pour out 


his ſoul before God, in the preſence of his people, ſuffi- 


ciently appear from the book or pſalms, and furniſh 
Vor. II. - an 
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an inſtructive example to perſons of all ranks, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt. 

If we look back to this tranſaction, wherein he diſ- 
covered his reverential regard to the ark of God, and 
his zeal for the advancement of religion, how much 
may we learn! Do we not recollect, that in various 
inſtances our good intentions have been defeated, 
through the miſtakes we have made, or the wrong 
tempers we have indulged ? Have we, then, profited 
by our errors? and are we returned to our duty, in a 
more humble and ſpiritual frame of mind? For ſo did 
the king of Iſrael. Do we honour the houſe and or- 
dinances of God, and delight to join in His praiſes 
with the great congregation? Do we ſay from the 
heart, How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hoſts !''—The time is coming, when not the thou- 
ſands of Iſrael only, but all the ranſomed of the Lord, 


ce out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 


nation,” ſhall unite in the ſame triumphant acclama- 
tions, and their voice ſhall be © as the found of many 
waters.” Let us earneſtly deſire to bear our part in 
the ſongs of that glorious aſſembly, and rejoice in the 
mean ſeaſon, that we are admitted into the earthly 
temples of our God, and can there enjoy, with his 
people, a foretaſte of heaven. But are we ſenſible of 
the value of our privileges? Ah! what inattention 
to the ſacred ordinances generally prevails ! The inſti- 
tuted worſhip is neglected and deſpiſed. As a nation, 
we are highly favoured with religious Opportunities; 
but ſuch is the contempt of them, that, we fear, God 


will be provoked to withdraw them, Surely it be- 
comes 
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comes every individual, by his example and influence, 
to recommend a ſerious and devout regard to the means 
of grace. How much might be effected by zealous 
exertions for this purpoſe, even among thoſe, who are 
not diſtinguiſhed by rank ! But it is a concern, which 
would not diſgrace the moſt exalted monarch : and 
more extenſive goad, doubtleſs, might be accompliſhed 
by perſons in authority, May it pleaſe God to pour 
out His Spirit upon kings and rulers; ſo ſhall we 
hope to ſee a revival of His work among their ſub- 
jects! | 

ce David returned to bleſs his houſe,” to perform 
the offices of domeſtic religion, to inſtruct his family, 
and to preſent, both with them and for them, the ſo- 
lemn ſacrifice of prayer and praiſe. 'Thoſe, who are 
engaged in public ſervices, ſhould alſo “ learn to 
ſhew piety at home.” One duty does not ſuperſede 
another: and real godlineſs conſiſts very much in giv- 
ing to different duties their proper place and propor- 
tion. The members of our houſehold have a peculiar 
claim upon us; nor can we poſſeſs any true regard 
for our own ſouls, unleſs we labour to promote the 
{piritual welfare of thoſe, who are our immediate 
charge. We ſhall be unfaithful, both to God and 
man, whatever be our rank in life, if we do not re- 
ſolve with Joſhua, As for me and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord.“ 

But the moſt upright and amiable conduct is liable 
to miſconſtructions and injurious cenſures. Nay, we 
are warned, from the examples of ancient faints, to 
expect oppoſition and contempt, as far as we diſcover 
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any real fervour in the ſervice of God, Nor ſhould 
we wonder, if on ſuch an occaſion * a man's foes be 
they of his own houſehold.” King David was deſpiſed 
and inſulted by his wife Michal, who had witneſſed his 
pious ardour in dancing before the ark ; and his be- 
haviour was baſely miſrepreſented, as if it were diſ- 
graceful to his character. Though theſe reproaches 
could not but be very painful, as coming from ſuch a 
quarter, he gloried in them as moſt honourable, and 
determined to be more zealous in the cauſe of God, to 
whatever inſults it might expoſe him: © I will yet,” 
faid he, © be more vile than thus,” Ho forcibly 
does this admoniſh us, not to be aſhamed or diſcou- 
raged, when our beſt actions are calumniated, and the 
worſt motives imputed to us, even by our deareſt 
friends! In ſuch circumſtances it may afford us ſome 
ſupport, to reflect, that we are treading in the ſteps of 
the moſt excellent of the earth, and are ſuffering no 
other ſlanders, than what they cheerfully ſubmitted to. 
In the ſtrength of God, then, let us alſo ſay, *I will 
be more vile than thus.” | 
Years before We have obſerved, that David, though 
Ohritt, 1043 elevated to the higheſt dignity, did not 
forget his God, It was his firſt concern, to teſtify his 
regard for the ark of the Covenant, and to inſtitute 
the ordinances of public worſhip near to his own pa- 
lace, Still he was diſſatisfied, that, while he enjoyed 
ſo much ſplendour in his own habitation, there was an 
external meanneſs about the divine ſervice, as nothing 
better than a tent had yet been provided for the re- 
| ception 


* 
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ception of the ark *. For the honour of the God of 
Iſrael, therefore, he formed the deſign of erecting a 
magnificent temple, in which all their religious rites 
might be commodiouſly adminiſtered. The intention 
was excellent and acceptable ; yet it pleaſed God to for- 
bid, for the preſent, the further proſecution of the 
ſcheme. Nathan, the prophet, who had firſt approved 
and encouraged the work, was ſent with an expreſs 
meſſage from the Lord, requiring the king to deſiſt 
from it. David was reminded, that the Lord had al- 
ready diſtinguiſhed him in a peculiar manner, by raiſ- 
ing him to ſo high a degree of power and reputation in 
the world. He was aſſured, that his propoſal was not 
rejected in diſpleaſure, that other ſervices of a differ- 
ent kind and of great importance were appointed for 
him, and that a ſon ſhould be given him, who ſhould 
ſucceed to the kingdom in all its glory, and fully exe- 
cute the plan of building a temple. The moſt gra- 
cious promiſes were added, to encourage his expecta- 
tion of the perpetual continuance of the crown in his 
family, and to direct his attention and his faith to that 
exalted Perſonage, who ſhould ariſe from his ſeed, 
with whom the everlaſting Covenant is eſtabliſhed, and 
* of whoſe kingdom there ſhall be no end.” 
| This declaration of the divine will had its- proper 
effect upon David. He murmured not, that his pious 
| intention was defeated, but, under the ſtrongeſt im- 
n preſſions of gratitude, love, and joy, he poured out 
D 


his ſoul before God in admiration, praiſe, and prayer. 


* 2 Sam. vii. 1, &c. 1 Chron, xvii, 1, &c. See alſo Pſal. 
CXXX11, 2—5. 
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Overwhelmed with a ſenſe of what the Lord had done, 
and ſtill engaged to do, for him, he cried out, © Who 
am I, O Lord God? and what is my houſe, that thou 
haſt brought me hitherto ?'” The promiſe of the bleſſ- 
ings deſigned for him, and for the Church through his 
poſterity, appeared too great and excellent to be credit- 
ed; but fixing his regard upon the divine word, he 
could expect them, and aſk for them. Encouraged and 
emboldened by theſe gracious aſſurances, he intreated 
God to fulfil his own purpoſes of mercy, and to glorify 
Himſelf by the eſtabliſhment of his kingdom throughy 
out all generations. 

What a pattern of activity and fervour in religion, 
of lively faith and hope, attended with the deepeſt 
humility! Where are thoſe, in high ſtations, who are 
as anxious to provide for the adminiſtration of the di- 
vine ſervice, as for their own private accommodations ? 
Alas! do not they, who © dwell in houſes of cedar,” 
deſpiſe God's ordinances, and countenance this con- 
tempt in others ? Few perſons, of any rank, care about 
the ark, but almoſt all are eager to increaſe their own 
ſplendour and importance, 

Have you been defeated in any pious deſigns, which 
you have formed? Are you not, then, diſpleaſed, or 
envious of others, who are called to act for the benefit 
of the Church, in preference to you ? Yet of this you 
may be aſſured, every good principle and intention, 
you have had, ſhall meet the approbation of your 
Judge. He will ſay to you, as He did to David, 
“Thou didſt well, that it was in thine heart *,” But 


* 1Kings viii. 18. 
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it is poſſible, that, though truly devoted to God, you 
may miſtake the line of duty and of uſefulneſs, and at- 
tempt that, for which you are unfit, and in which 
you are not meant to be employed. Do not over- 
look, or deſpiſe the poſt aſſigned you. Be thankful, 
that in any way you can promote the intereſts of reli- 
gion. Review the ſteps, by which you have been 
led; and, when you conſider your own unworthineſs, 
and the high favours beſtowed upon you, you will 
be conſtrained to cry out, in a tranſport of devout ad- 
miration and gratitude, Who am I, O Lord God? 
and what is my houſe, that thou haſt brought me hi- 
therto?“ | | 


You have alſo, in the Goſpel of Chriſt, © exceed- 


ing great and precious promiſes,” by which your God 


in Covenant has bound himſelf. to bleſs you, even to 
the end. Theſe will enliven your hopes, and em- 
bolden your requeſts. O praiſe the Lord, who has 
dealt ſo bountifully with you ! For * He hath brought 
you to great honour, and comforted you on every 
ſide,” What thanks, and love, and obedience are 
due to Him! What mercies may you not look for at 
His hands! Go, and preſent your petitions to Him, 
on the ground of his own declarations. Put Him in 
remembrance of what He has ſaid; and, though 
otherwiſe you ſhould not have preſumed to aſk for 
any favour, plead His ſolemn engagements, as David, 
“O think upon thy ſervant, as concerning thy word, 
wherein thou haſt cauſed me to put my truſt !”” 
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David ſubdued various enemies — dedicated the ſpoils to 
God—adminiſtered juſtice—ſhewed favour to Mephi- 
 beſheth—avent to war with the Ammonites— ſinned 

* with Bathſheba—contrived Uriah's death—reproved by 
Nathan—repented—his behaviour on the child's fick- 
neſs and death—refletions on his fall. 


FERvOUR of devotion has ſometimes been conſider- 
ed as inconſiſtent with the active duties of a General 
or a Governor. But we ſee them united in the very 
eminent character we are now contemplating. David 
was ardent in his diſtreſſes to God; on ſome occaſions 
he conducted the religious ſervices of the people, as a 
prophet and a preacher of righteouſneſs; and he 
longed for the opportunities of public worſhip, as his 
higheſt privilege and delight. But he was not thereby 
unfitted for the vigorous exertions, required in a 
Stateſman and a Soldier. He could preſide in the 
Council, direct the movements of a numerous army, 
and with an undaunted courage march forth to the 
field of battle. In theſe ſeveral employments, alſo, he 
diſplayed very great abilities: yet not to his qualifica- 
tions, but to the divine bleſſing, we are taught to 
aſcribe his remarkable ſucceſſes in war. 


He 
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Years before He turned his arms againſt the Philiſ- 


9 ry tines, the Moabites, the Syrians, the Edom- 
ites, the Ammonites, and the Amalekites, and ob- 
tained the moſt deciſive victories over them *. 
Throughout ſome of thoſe powerful nations he ſpread 
utter deſolation; and others were made tributary to 


him. Such extenſive conqueſts brought immenſe 


riches into his treaſury, and rendered his name illuſ- 


trious far and wide. © The Lord preſerved him, whi- 
therſoever he went.” He was the Lord's ſervant, 


acting under his expreſs commiſſion: and this conſi- 


deration may juſtify his treatment of ſome whom he 
had ſubdued, which has, to us, the appearance of 
wanton cruelty or revenge. He fought the Lord's 
battles, and executed His righteous vengeance on thoſe 
guilty ſtates, which had been long before devoted to 
deſtruction, The ſtroke of juſtice may be delayed; 
but at laſt it will fall upon the head of the rebellious: 
and the Almighty Governor, ſurely, has a right to ap- 
point, in what manner they ſhall be puniſhed. | 

The power and goodneſs of God, exerted on the 
behalf of David, were conſpicuous; but we alſo per- 
ceive and admire His faithfulneſs toward the Iſraelites, 
The promiſe was made to Abraham, © Unto thy ſeed 
have I given this land, from the river of Egypt, unto 


the great river, the river Euphrates +.” This had 


been, only in part, fulfilled under the command of 


Joſhua. Some of the ancient inhabitants retained a 


conſiderable extent of dominion, till the time of Da- 


* 2 Sam, viii. 1, &, 1 Chron, xviii. 1, &c. + Gen, xv. 18. 
vid; 
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vid ; for they were ſpared, among other reaſons, that 
they might be a teſt and a ſcourge to Iſrael, as © pricks 
in their eyes, and thorns in their ſides v.. But at laſt 
the Lord granted his people the entire poſſeſſion of the 
country, according to his word; and not one of their 
enemies was able to ſtand before them, Thus alfo 
He now deals with his ſpiritual Iſrael. They are the 
objects of His care and love; and He has engaged to 
beſtow upon them an inheritance of unſpeakable bliſs 
and glory. But his purpoſe of mercy is delayed for a 
ſeaſon. They are delivered from a ſtate of captivity; 
and His arm is continually ſtretched out for their de- 
fence. He ſuffers them, for the preſent, to be tried 
by their own corrupt affections, which, like the idola- 
trous inhabitants of Canaan, are not wholly extirpated. 
'Their king, however, the true David, who undertakes 
to be their Leader, will ſhortly put an end to the con- 
flict, by deſtroying their adverſaries for ever; and in 
Him the promiſes of God will be fulfilled, to the ever- 
laſting joy and exaltation of his Church. 

David was not actuated by mercenary or ambitious 
views, in the enlargement of his dominions; for all the 
riches he acquired, and the immenſe ſpoils which ac- 
crued to him, © he dedicated to the Lord,” devoting 
them entirely to the ſervice of the temple, which yet 
he was forbidden to build. An increaſe of power and 
wealth, too often purchaſed at the expence of juſtice 
and humanity, 1s generally the means of cheriſhing 
pride and ſenſuality, and thus proves a curſe to the 
community, as well as to the poſſeſſors themſelves. 


„Num. xxxiii, 55. i 
ut, 
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But, when obtained in a conſiſtence with the will of 
God, and improved for the advancement of His cauſe 
in the world, it adds a luſtre to the owners, and is a 
public bleſſing. Learn, then, to “ honour the Lord 
with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt fruits of all thine 
increaſe . 

The king of Iſrael was not inattentive alſo to the 
righteous adminiſtration of government among his 
ſubjects. © He executed judgment and juſtice unto 
all his people. W are thankful, not only for the 
advantages we enjoy under our civil conſtitution, but 
for the excellence of that ſpiritual Ty of which 


David's was a type. 
We admire the ki and benevolence of David 


in the midſt of his proſperity. So far from entertain- 
ing any ſentiments of revenge againſt the deſcendants 
of Saul, for the injurious treatment he had received 
from him, he was anxious to diſcover ſome remnant 
of that family, to whom he might ſhew a peculiar fa- 
vour f. He could not forget the friendſhip of Jona- 
than, and the covenant by which they had been bound 
to each other; and therefore he wiſhed to teſtify his 
gratitude and fidelity, After much inquiry, he found 
out Mephiboſheth, a ſon of that amiable prince, brought 
him from his concealment, generouſly beſtowed on him 
the whole paternal eſtate, which had been forſeited, 
and conſtantly admitted him to a place at the royal 
table. We forbear to comment on this diſintereſted 
conduct: but we learn our own obligations to ſearch 
out thoſe diſtreſſed objects, who, on principles of juſ- 


* Prov, 111. 9 * 7 2 Sam. ix. I, &c. 1 
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tice as well as compaſſion, have a claim to our kind. 
neſs. What means the ſelfiſh man, who conſults no 
one's comfort, but his own ; who 1s unmindful of paſt 
favours, or needs to be ſolicited on behalf of the chil - 
_ dren of a deceaſed benefactor? He is incapable of the 
fine feelings of friendſhip ; nor is it likely, that he will 
be influenced, even by the ſolemnity of an oath. 
Years before In purſuing the hiſtory of David, we find 
yg mer er? him involved in a war with the Ammonites, 
through their infolent and injurious treatment of his 
ambaſſadors *, They had groſsly inſulted him in the 
perſons of his repreſentatives, and afterward, appre- 
hending his diſpleaſure, collected numerous forces, and 
commenced hoſtilities. againſt him. Joab, who was 
firſt ſent out againſt them, with a powerful body, 
proved victorious; and then the king himſelf at the 
head of all his troops took the field, and utterly ſubdued 
the Syrians, who were the allies of the enemy. 

So far the character of David has appeared in an 
honourable light ; and here we might wiſh to cloſe the 
account. The ſequel preſents us with a very melan- 
choly ſtory, which tarniſhes the luſtre of his reputa- 
tion, and may well excite in us many fears for our- 
ſelves. We dare not conceal what God has been pleaſed 
to declare; and we are perſuaded, that ſome moſt 1n- 
ſtructive leſſons are to be learned from this mournful 
tranſaction. But we confeſs that we proceed to the 
relation with much backwardneſs, and with a fad ap- 
prehenſion, that there are thoſe, who will hereby en- 
courage and harden themſelves in fin to their everlaſt- 


* 2 Sam. x. 1, &c. 1 Chron, xix, 1, &c. 
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ing perdition. The infidel and the ſenſualiſt indulge a | 
profane triumph upon this occaſion : but their ſcoffs'be 
to themſelves! We charge them to keep at a diſ- 
tance; and, while we approach to view the grievous 
fall of the man of God, we tremble, © conſidering our- 
ſelves, leſt we alſo be tempted,” and we are conſtrained 
to pray, © Leave us not, neither forſake us, O God of 
our ſalvation !” 

« With what unwillingneſs, with what fear,” ſays 
Biſhop Hall, “do I look upon the miſcarriage of the 
man after God's own heart! O holy prophet, who 
can promiſe himſelf always to ſtand, when he ſees thee 
fallen, and maimed with the fall? Let profane eyes 
behold thee contentedly, as a pattern, as an excuſe for 
ſinning ; I ſhall never look upon thee, but through 
tears, as a woful ſpectacle of human infirmity.” 

David neglected to proſecute the war againſt the 
Ammonites, in his own perſon, but was content to 
leave the care of it to Joab, and himſelf continued at 
Jeruſalem * Had the concerns of government re- 
quired his preſence, there would have been no fault, 
no danger, in keeping back from the field of battle. 
But there was an evident remiſſneſs in duty. Perhaps 
he was lifted up by proſperity, had abated much of 
his attention to religion, and adopted the plan of allow- 
ing himſelf more eaſe and indulgence. It is therefore 
remarked, that © in an evening tide he aroſe from off 
his bed,” and, having addicted himſelf to floth, he was 
the more readily carried away with temptation. As 
he was walking upon the roof of his houſe, which 


* 2 Sam. x1. 1, Ke. 
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was an uſual practice, he beheld a beautiful woman 
bathing herſelf, and, through the unreſtrained wanton- 
neſs of his eye, the fire of Juſt was kindled in his 
heart. Immediately he formed the ſcheme of obtain= 
ing her; but, upon inquiry, he found her to be ano- 
ther's poſſeſſion. This, however, was no effectual 
bar in his way. He had given the rein to his deſires, 
and they were at length too ſtrong to be reſiſted. He 
ſent to her, ſolicited her compliance, and prevailed, 
and thus plunged both himſelf and her into the horrid 
guilt of adultery. 

We ſtand in amazement, and aſk, © Is this the 
man, who had long maintained ſuch intimate commu- 
nion with God, and ſurpaſſed all others in the fervour 
of devotion? Where now are thoſe earneſt aſpirations 
of his ſoul after God and His ordinances, which he 
had ſo often expreſſed ?? Alas! we perceive in him 
a ſtriking proof of the deſperate wickedneſs .of the 
human heart. The moſt holy ſaint has a tendency in 
his nature to depart from God, and, upon a ſuitable 
occaſion offered, is capable of committing the baſeſt 
ſin. But grievous falls ſeldom happen ſuddenly. 
Thoſe, who have been eſtabliſhed if religion, are not 
at once betrayed into any open enormities of conduct. 


They are generally drawn from one neglect of duty to 


another; ſo that their declenſion is gradual, and fie- 
quently, for a long time, undiſcovered, Chriſtians, 
beware of the very firſt advance towards any wrong 
compliance. If you are not diligently attending to 
your proper work; if you are ſeeking eaſe, when ac- 
tivity 1s required, you are at leiſure to liſten to every 

ſolicitation. 
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ſolicitation, Your evil paſſions are gathering ſtrength, 
and, in ſuch a ſituation, you have no ground to expect 
aſſiſtance from above. You give yourſelves into the 
cempter's hands; and we ſhall not wonder at any abo- 
minations, into which you may run. Joſeph, in the 
faithful performance of his office, was preſerved, when 
ſtrongly preſſed to the commiſſion of adultery, and 
therefore replied with abhorrence, © How can I do 


this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God!” Bue 


David, whilſt remiſs and ſlothful, was hurried away by 
impure deſires, to the perpetrating of the moſt com- 


plicated iniquity. 
After ſome time it was found, that Bathſheba had 


conceived by this adulterous commerce, and therefore, 
that it was likely to become matter of public notoriety. 
The king, who appears not to have felt any proper 
compunction for his guilt in the ſight of God, was 
very anxious to prevent his diſgrace in the eyes of the 
world. Inftead, then, of confeſſing and repenting, he 
attempted by the meaneſt and moſt impious artifices 
to conceal the offence, and was involved in wicked- 
neſs of a ſtill more heinous kind. Uriah, the huſ- 
band of Bathſheba, was a bold and faithful officer in 
David's army, and had been long abſent from his wife, 
upon the king's ſervice. But, after this tranſaction, 
he was ſent for to Jeruſalem, and was deſired to re- 
turn to his houſe, that he might be thought the father 
of the child, The veteran ſoldier came, but refuſed 
the indulgence of his own bed. It was imagined, 
however, that intemperance might lead him to it; and 


accordingly, David himſelf was baſe enough to intoxi- 
cate 
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cate the man, But even then his purpoſe failed. At 
laſt, having gone ſo far, he was prepared to go ſtill 
farther, and determined, that Uriah, whoſe rage he 
dreaded, ſhould be cut off. Yet, aſhamed to appear 
in ſo deteſtable a buſineſs, he would not diſpatch him 
with his own hand, or by open violence, but contrived 
to do it by the treachery of others. At his expreſs 
command, then, Uriah went back to the camp, was 
placed in the front of the battle, was deſerted, and 
ſlain. Thus murder completed what idleneſs and luſt 
began. | | 348 
Oh, the deep deceitfulneſs of fin! One tranfgreſ- 
ſion paves the way for another; the ſecond hardens the 
heart, till a third 1s readily admitted. Had David 
been told beforehand, what complicated iniquity” he 
was about to run into, he would have recoiled with 
horror, and would, probably, have ſaid, like Hazaeh, 
« But what? Is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do 
this great thing *?” Alas! how changed ! how fallen! 
But Satan 1s an artful tempter ; and, becauſe it would 
defeat his own purpoſe, to diſcover the whole of his 
deſign at once, he makes gradual advances, juſt as far 
as our compliance may encourage him to proceed. 
Beware, then, of cheriſhing any one evil thought; for 
you know not, to what lengths it may carry you, or 
where the deſtructive conſequences of it may termi- 
nate. | 

Uriah being removed, the king took Bathſheba to 
wife; and, perhaps, this was the point he had aimed at. 
But, though he eſcaped the reſentment of an injured 


* 2 Kings vin. 13. 


huſband, 


id, 


OY 


DAVTITD.. . 145 


huſband, and ſeemed to be above the penalty of the 
law, which he had broken, he had incurred the diſ- 
pleaſure of Jehovah; and ere long he was brought to 


« know and fee, that it was an evil thing and bitter, 


that he bad forſaken the Lord his God.” We are 


| aſtoniſhed; indeed, to find, that many months elapſed, 
before any conttition was expreſſed or felt. He had 


ſunk into a deep lethargy ; and his conſcience, which, 
we might have ſuppoſed, would have been filled with 
horror and diſmay, was deprived of its ſenſibility. He 
might, poſſibly, continue ſome external acts of wor- 


' ſhip, but he had loſt all the ſpirituality; life, and com- 


fort of religion. The Spirit of God was grieved, and 
departed from him; yet it does not appear, that he 
lamented his ſtate, or once entreated the divine viſitant 
to return. —Here alſo we diſcover the extreme depra- . 
vity of our nature. If left to ourſelves, we ſhould not 
only run from 'one abomination to another, but wil- 
lingly perſevere in them, and never ſeriouſly think of 
coming back again to God. The exertion of his 


mighty power is neceſſary for the recovery of a back- 


ſlider, as much as for the firſt converſion of a ſinner. 
The propher Nathan was ſent by revelatioa to 
awaken, to convict, and to reprove the king“. With 
great wiſdom and prudence he addreſſed himſelf to this 
exalted criminal, repreſenting in a feigned character the 


baſeneſs of his conduct, and making him the judge of 


his own cauſe, When David, not perceiving the drift 


of the parable, had condemned the ſuppoſed offender, 


* 2 Sam. Xii. 1, &c. 
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and, in effect, paſſed ſentence upon himſelf, Nathan 
immediately urged the application, and with fingular 
majeſty and courage, as the meſſenger of Heaven, 
cried out, Thou art the man,” 
ſtate before him the horrid nature, and peculiar aggra- 
vations, of his fin. He denounced the diſpleaſure of 
God againſt him, and declared, that in confequence 


thereof-he ſhould feel the miſeries of war to the end of 


life, and experience inconceivable diſtreſſes from his 
own family. The reproof was bold and pointed, and 
the threatenings awful and moſt affecting.— When our 
duty calls us to ſo painful and difficult an office, as 
| Nathan's was, may we poſſeſs the like wiſdom, firm- 
neſs, and fidelity! And ſhould not the recovery of a 
backſlider be attempted? * Brethren, if a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye, which are ſpiritual, reſtore 
ſuch' an one *.” A prudent regard ſhould be had to 
his ſtate and circumſtances ; but furely we ſhould aim 
to rouſe his conſcience, by a faithful repreſentation of 
his heinous guilt, and of its terrible effects. The event 
of ſuch an addreſs muſt be left. with God, who alone 
can render it ſucceſsful. W | | 
What, then, was the impreſſion upon the mind of 
the royal culprit? He was inſtantly awakened from his 
ſlumber, confounded, and humbled in the duft. Full 
of anguiſh and horror, of ſhame and ſelf. abhorrence, 
feeling more than any words could utter, he gave vent 
to the diſtreſſes of his heart by this ſhort but frank 
confeſſion, * I have ſinned againſt the Lord.“ He 


Gal. Vi. 1 


did 


and proceeded to 


did 
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did not offer the leaſt excuſe, | or plead any thing in 
extenuation of his offence, and, probably; dared not. 
to hope, during his firſt pangs of grief, that there could 
be forgiveneſs for ſuch aggravated wickedneſs. A 
hypocrite, indeed, may adopt the ſame language, and 
acknowledge his crime; for ſo did Saul: hut the Lord 
diſcerns an eſſential difference between the two cha- 
racters. The diſſembler may be terriſied with appre- 
henſions of his danger; but the real penitent poſſeſſes 
an utter deteſtation of himſelf, and can juſtify: God in 
his everlaſting condemnation. 

While David was thus overwhelmed with a ſeals of 
his own baſeneſs, perhaps expecting to be ſuddenly de- 
ſtroyed for his iniquity, the Lord, who was privy to 
the inward contrition of his ſoul, commanded the pro- 
phet to comfort him, that he might not be“ ſwallow- 
ed up with over much ſorrow.“ Nathan, therefore, 
inſtantly replied, * The Lord hath put away thy ſin; 
—thou ſhale not die.” Yet, though the ſtroke of 
divine juſtice was averted from the king, and he was 
ſpared to be a monument of mercy, it was declated, 
that, on account of that reproach which he had brought 
upon religion, the child, which was the fruit of his - 
adulterous connection, ſhould ſurely be cut off. 

The fears of his own deſtruction were quieted; 
but he felt the chaſtiſement moſt painful to him, 
while he beheld the infant ſickening and expiring for 
his tranſgreſſion. He mourned, he faſted, he prayed; 
teſtifying his own humiliation, and indulging a hope 
that the diſeaſe might ſtill be removed through the 
L 3 for- 
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forbearance of God. But, upon the death of the child, 
he gave thanks, and rejoiced in the proſpect of meet- 
ing it in a better world. His conduct upon this 
occaſion affords us an inſtructive example. In our 
deepeſt diſtreſſes, even in thoſe which our own crimes 
have produced, we ſhould be encouraged to offer up 
the moſt importunate ſupplications; for ©*:who- can 
tell, whether God will be gracious to us?” And 
though He take from us, what we delire to retain, 
we ſhould cheerfully ſubmit, and love and praiſe | 
Him. | 
Do you aſk for a clearer evidence of David's re- 
pentance? The ſequel of the hiſtory will prove it. 
Or dogyou wiſh to know the ſtate of his mind upon 
the review of his late awful miſcarriage? Many of his 
pſalms deſcribe his feelings; and, as being defigned 
for public worſhip, they were an open teſtimony of 
his ſincere contrition. Probably, ſoon after Nathan's 
departure from: him, he retired, and breathed out his 
diſtreſſes before God in the penitential language of the 
fifty- firſt pſalm, which was compoſed for this mournful 
occaſion. There we behold the king proſtrate in the 
duſt, diſſ.lved in tears, and pleading for the life of his 
foul. With unutterable anguiſh he looked back on 
what he had done, and perceived the dreadful. conſe- 
quences, and heinous nature, of his ſin. He ſaw the 
diſhonour brought upon religion, the righteous grieved, 
the. wicked triumphing, the Spirit of God deſerting 
him, and depriving him of thoſe lively hopes and 
comforts he had once enjoyed. He had betrayed his 
| cruſt; 
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truſt; he had committed an irreparable injury to ſo- 
ciety ;—but he had alſo deſpiſed the authority and 
glory of the great Jehovah; and this conſideration, 
above all others, filled his conſcience with horror. 
Yet he did not therefore ſorrow, © as thoſe who have 
no hope.” He was © perplexed, but not in deſpair; 
caſt down, but not deſtroyed; and, through the di- 
vine promiſes of mercy, he indulged the pleaſing ex- 
pectation, that his backſliding would be healed, that 
he ſhould live to admoniſh ſinners from his ow-]1nn 
example, and ſee the cauſe of God fluriſn around 
him. | pat Ack DITION 

What an aſtoniſhing” hiſtory is here ! Whether 
of the two appears the moſt wonderful, the patienee 
of God, Hor the depth of iniquity in man? Do you 
aſk, Why was not David recovered ſooner ?” Rather 
conlider the deſperate wickedneſs of the human heart: 
and admire the ſovereign grace of God in recovering 
him at all. Doubtleſs, he would have flept on in his 
ſpiritual ſtupor, had not God, in remembrance of 
his holy Covenant, interpoſed for his reſtoration. — 
But do you inquire, ““ Why was not the whole of 
this ſhameleſs tranſaction prevented? We allow, that 
it might have been ordered otherwiſe ; and you think, 
that it would have been every way better. But do you 
charge the great Governor with want of foreſight, or 
miſmanagement? Leave to Him the ſecuring of his 
own glory, and believe it to be his prerogative, to 
bring much good out of evil. Let it ſuffice us, that 
He permitted it to take place; and, ſince He has re- 
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corded it for our benefit, be it our concern to profit 


from it. Away with the ſneering infidel, who treats 
all ſanctity as a mere, pretence! Away with the un- 
ſound profeſſor of religion, who is hereby encouraged 
to perſiſt, and harden himſelf, in his wickedneſs! 
Theſe perſons, who read the Bible, only to find out 
excules for their ungodlineſs, exult in the fall of fo 
eminent a faint; and what a holy man once committed, 
they dg not heſitate continually to practiſe.— Would 
you juſtify. your enormities from David's example? 
How prepoſterous 1s this! O conſider, that he ab- 
horred his iniquity, and dared not to defend it, as you 
do. The very recollection of it occaſioned him the 
molt pungent: diſtreſs, even to the laſt, What will 
it avail. you, that David once ſinned like you, unleſs 
you be reſtored to repentance and obedience, as he 
was? While you are ſtrangers to godly ſorrow, and 
remain careleſs and impenitent, whatever you may plead 


of the ſtability of the Coyenant, and the. perſeverance 


of the ſaints, we cannot addreſs you otherwiſe, than as 
the enemies of God, under the curſe of his law, and 
expoſed to his fiery indignation for ever. O turn ta 
Him with weeping and with ſupplication ; for“ why 
will ye die?“ Let there be joy in heaven over repent- 

ing ſinners upon earth. | 
We learn indeed, from the inſtance before us, 
not raſhly to give up thoſe, who have departed from 
their religious profeſſions. Their caſe is moſt awful; 
but we ceaſe to wonder, and we are able to ſuggeſt 
ſome encouragement, while we are ſtudying theſe 
| | ſacred 
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ſacred records. We are diftreſſed, and almoſt con- 
founded, when we obſerve any, who have zealouſly 
maintained the cauſe of God, and © ſeemed to be 
pillars” of his Church, diſgrace their character, and 
violate their moſt ſolemn engagements, But would 
you, on this account, reproach the truth of God, 
which they embraced and defended? Surely your 
cenſures are unjuſt. The principles of the Goſpel, 
though ſome deſert them, are not therefore leſs cer- 
tain, or leſs excellent; and, though in many inſtances 
they may appear to have failed of their effect, their 
tendency is to produce a holy practice. We do not, 
then, vindicate the wrong conduct of thoſe, who have 
been reputed pious; but we ſeverely condemn it, and 
warn them, not to deceive their own ſouls or pre- 
ſumptuouſly reſt on their former high eſtimation among 
men. Do you aſk, what we conclude reſpecting their 
ſtate? We anſwer, that we ſtand in doubt of them. 
Perhaps they have been unſound, throughout: but we 
would rather ſay, Wait awhile, and the event will de- 
clare it, Their paſt profeſſions might be ſincere, though 
their preſent declenſion be very grievous, and of long 
continuance ; and, by the rich grace of our God, they 
may yet be effectually recoveteds and all their back- 
fidings healed. | 

Surely the proud thought will not ariſe ia any of 
our minds, © I am incapable of committing fuch open 
and groſs enormities. “ Conſider thyſelf, left thou 
alſo be tempted.” You know not, that your © heart 
is deceitful above all things and deſperately wicked,” 
L 4 of 
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if you preſume. on your own ſtrength. Lock at the 
man after God's own heart, and be aware of danger. 
What ſecurity have you, which he had nor? But his 
fall may be the means of preſerving you, while you 
are taught by it to walk humbly, not only under a 
ſenſe of your continual defects in duty, but through a 
fear of diſhonouring your proſeſſion by icandalous ims 
moralitics. You will, therefore, be circumſpect in al. 
things, and redouble your importunity in prayer, ſay- 
ing with David, “Keep back thy ſervaut from pre- 
ſumptuous fins “.“ Thus will you be prepared to re- 
ſilt temptation, while you diftruſt yourſelves, and ſeek 
keip from God. | 

But have you departed from the good ways of God, 
after having been eſtabliſhed in them? Your caſe 
indeed is molt melancholy ; and, if you are ſincere, 
you will, probably, fee the aggravations of your wick- 
edneſs in a ſtronger light, than any other perſons can 
repreſent. You are ready to conclude, then, “ There 
is no hope.” But the inſtance before us will forbid 
you to deſpair. David's declenſion was, at leaſh 
as baſe as yqur's : yet he was pardoned and reſtored. 
He beſpeaks your attention, while he ſings azoud 
of the righteouſneſs of God, by which an acceſs 
to the throne of His mercy is provided for you . 
O return unto him, from whom you have deeply 
revolted! There 1s a ſacrifice, which hath virtue 
ſuffcient to cxpiate all your accumulated guilt, 
By the application of the blood of Jeſus, you 


1 Pal. xix. 13. + Pfal. li. 13, 14. 
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ſhall obtain DEACE ; wh God, and ſtrength to ſerve 
Him: nor is there any other method, by which 
you can be eſtabliſhed in Nein and aden 
again. 

« Then,” fays the preſumpruous „Ander 6c « cheod 
is nothing to be dreaded in the commiſſion of ſinz 
as it may be fo eaſily pardoned. I will venture to 
tranſgreſs; and, after all, my ſtate will be as good, 
at leaſt as ſafe, as that of the moſt exemplary ſaints. 
I ſhall repent, and be forgiven.” 

It will be ſurpriſing, if you be not deceived in your 
expectations. Are you ſure, that you ſhall have grace 
to repent? Is God bound to beſtow it? Or, isit a 
matter of no concern to you, provided you can eſcape 
ere: puniſhment, that you have ſo long deſpiſed 
God, diſhonoured His name, and grieved His Spirit? 
And though you ſhould be delivered from the wrath to 
come, have you no fears of preſent calamities? It is 
not true, that, becauſe iniquity 1s pardoned, and the 
ſentence of everlaſting condemnation cancelled, no bad 
conſequences are to be dreaded, It will afterward ap- 
pear, from David's caſe, that, even where reconcilia- 
tion is obtained, the Lord © will viſit the tranſgreſ- 
lion of his people with the rod, and their iniquity with 
{iripes.” Repentance and forgiveneſs by no means 
avert, the horrible effects of ſin in this life. For one 
momentary gratification of a vile luſt, David had 
many days and years of extreme diſtreſs. 

Let us pray, that ws may not proye, by our 
own melancholy experience, the truth of that de- 

maaüunciation, 


,- 


— 


— — — = . — ä — - : == — 
Sa l = 3 w 8 — « 2 8 8 ———_— "> r — — — = — 
F 2 a_—_ — = 4 —# 3 p — = - 25 > _— IP — == * 1 8 — hs : * * Wes = — —= 
a”; 2 * * 5 iſ 4 — — = — = EC ES Acc 2 — _ —— 2 5 Loopy ba . - = — = \ = 
— — — 3 5 SI - >> = — — M_ x 6 - SR Ee i a AL b — TT I CE b = - CO TOES T 
2 - — - — EIS 8 "> = = = — — — — — T2 oo SS — — 2 _ - = — ETNED = > 1 
1 on — = XZ == — 8 — = — = 8 5 * 3 © = 8 — 
= - "Wl = — 2 . " 2 — — — > — — — — — ===. — 1 E 232 E * - 
: - — === = > — = = == = — . — — wa — — — . — — — = = OD — — wet —— — 
— 2 — — p = © XIOPRTT 2 3 —— — r — — = - — — — — 
_= - P: 2 2 7 > wg 4 > — — — — — 3 — — — = . ——— . 
To EEE, - < — — > n — : — 
5 * — —_ =} a 2 * 4 r 


a 4 — Sts he: - — 
== 7 EEE. ED Em 
_ — EX * = © === tow ac. * 2 
* x . 5 - + . - 
4 2 Fe 5 & ab - — 
— — a 2 2 ** * T —_— - LS 2 


— 


— — — == — 
- 2 —-— 
— — 


———— ao - wr 2 — Mu * 
_ * ay D 4 Rs as TY E = . 7 
= = = —=: wu 
—_— —— — — gen 
* —— x = * Fl - "I 
= — 
2 


154 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


nunciation, © The backſlider in heart ſhall be filled 
with his own ways “.“ 

Now unto Him, that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only 
wiſe God our Saviour, be glory. and majeſty, do- 
minion and power, both now and ever!” Amen, 


® Prov. xiv. 14. 


DAVIDYy 


DAN ÞÞ 


SECT. 5. 


David ſubdued the Ammonites—diftreſſed by the wicked- 
neſs of his ſons, Amnon and Abjalom—fled from Jeruſa- 
lem, on account of Abſalom's conſpiracy—curſed by Shi- 
mei—ſent out an army to oppoſe Abſalom—grieved for 
his death—recalled to the government—rebelled again 
by Sheba—ſlew ſeven of Saul's deſcendants—numbered 
his jubjefts—puniſhed by a peſtilence—prayed and pre- 
vailed for Jeruſalem — prepared for the building of the 
temple. 


Taz extreme depravity of human nature has ap- 
peared in the declenſion of David; and we have ſeen 
the grace of God diſplayed in his pardon and recovery. 
He had incurred the divine diſpleaſure ; but reconci- 
liation was obtained, and, as a token of renewed favour, 
a fon was born to him, named © The beloved of the 
Lord,” to whom the promiſes were made v. In the 
midſt of judgment, the Lord remembers mercy. 

The protection of Providence alſo was continued 
to David, notwithſtanding his late ſhameful miſcon- 
duct. His armies proved victorious, and terminated 
the war againſt the Ammonites in a ſucceſsful manner. 
He himſelf attended at the reduction of the royal city, 
in order to ſhare the triumph, and adorned his own 


* 2 Sam, xii. 24, Kc. 2 
head 


156 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


head with the crown of the conquered monarch. The 
inhabitants were plundered, and placed in a ſtate of 
loweſt ſervitude, if not deſtroyed by a miſerable death, 
« He brought forth the people that were therein, and 
put them under ſaws, and under harrows of iron, and 
made them paſs through the brick-kiln.” —— This 
treatment of his enemies has been rigorouſly cenſured, 
as an exerciſe of the moſt wanton barbarity. But it 
has been alleged in his defence, that the original words 
imply only, he condemned them to certain ſervile em- 
ployments, at the ſaw, the iron mines, and the brick- 
 Kila®, Or, if uncommon ſeverities were. practiſed, 
who ſhall ſay, that there was not a ſufficient reaſon ? 
Perhaps, the very puniſhments, inflicted upon theſe 
priſoners of war, had been inflicted by their nation upon 
the Hebrews and others, and therefore, by the judg- 
ment of God, might be appointed for them in return f. 
If David acted, as it is probable, by a divine commiſ- 
ſion, ſhall we undertake to blame the proceeding ? 
The Judge of all the earth will ſurely do right. But, 
be the caſe as it may, the ſentence executed upon the 
Ammonites cannot be'pleaded as a precedent for cruelty, 
either in private or public concerns; nor will it juſtify 
any, who are ſeeking the deſtruction of their enemies, 
from motives of pride or revenge. 
Years before It was not long before David began to 
Chriſt, about 

1032. , reap the bitter fruits of his fall, and experi- 
enced the truth of thoſe awful denunciations, which 
Nathan had pronounced, Evil was raiſed up againſt 


* See Chandler's life of David, and Letters on Infidelity. 
| + See the caſe of Adonibezek, Judges i. 6, 7. 
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kim out of his own houſe.” ' The bad effects of his 
numerous marriages appeared in many inſtances. - The 
education of his children was neglected, and their per- 
yerſe- tempers were indulged. Probably, in conſe- 
quence of his late offence, notwithſtanding his former 
example and inſtructions, they were inclined to think 
more favourably of ſin, and to gratify their ſenſual 
paſſions. This very circumſtance muſt have been an 
additional diſtreſs to his mind, when he ſaw them har- 
dened through his miſconduct. Alas! we know not, 
how far the miſchief of one crime may extend. 

He was wounded in a very tender part, when he 
was informed, that his daughter Tamar had been 
raviſned by her own brother Amnon “. But how did 
his anguiſh increaſe, when Amnon, though he had 
deſerved to die, was treacherouſly killed by another 
of his children, and that too, by his favourite ſon 
Abſalom! Thus he beheld lewdneſs and murder in- 
troducing the moſt horrid confuſion, into his family: 
and how could he proceed to puniſh thoſe actions, 
which were an.imitation of his won? 

Abſalom had fled, © and David mourned for him 
every day.” We fear that the fond father, who had 
been highly blamable for his former indulgence of him, 
did not then teſtify, as he ought, his abhorrence of the 
ſin, which had been committed. Indeed the life of 
the offender was forfeited to public juſtice. The king 
was wrong in not executing the ſentence of the law; 
and therefore God took the matter into his own hand; 


* 2 Sam, XiiL 


Let 
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Let parents learn from this inſtance, as well as from Eli 
not to © honour their ſons more than God.” ruck 
David longed for Abſalom's return, and very rea- 
dily conſented to his recal; yet, to humble the crimi- 
nal, and to fix a mark of infamy upon him, he refuſed 
to admit him into his preſence for two years *. Even 
then, he was too haſty in receiving him to favour, 
fince the young man diſcovered no ſigns of contrition, 
but evidently appeared infolent and overbearing. Soon 
afterward, the bad effects of the father's fooliſh tender- 
neſs were felt not by himſelf only, but throughout the 
land. We deplore the lenity of many pious perſons, 
who, through an unwillingneſs to puniſh their perverſe 
children, are bringing miſery upon themſelves and their 
families. They are likely to ſee the dear objects of 
their affection run headlong to deſtruction, and to be 
repaid for their indulgence, not with their bleſſing, but 
their curſes. h 
Yers before Abſalom, by his flattering ſpeeches, ſtole 
brit, 1924+ away the hearts of the king's ſubjects, and 
raiſed ſo formidable a confpiracy againſt him, that Da- 
vid thought himſelf unſafe at Jeruſalem, and there- 
fore, together with his houſehold and faithful attendants, 
fled from his rebellious fon f. This was a molt pain- 
ful trial indeed; and yet it ſeems to have been of a 
ſalutary nature. We cannot but admire his entire re- 
ſignation to the will of God under this ſevere chaſtiſe- 
ment. He remembered his own guilt and the ſentence 
paſſed upon him, and was ſilent. His conduct may 
have the appearance of cowardice or unbelief; but we 


* 2 Sam. AV. + 2 Sam. xv. 


are 


+ => * 3 


| 1732 DAVID. 159 
are taught to aſcribe it to better principles. le 
« humbled himſelf under the mighty hand of God,“ 
ready to ſubmit to his ſtroke, whatever it might be. 
On this ground, he would not ſuffer the ark and the 


- prieſts to accompany. him, though they would have 
been a comfort to him in his exile; for, conſidering 


himſelf under the rebuke of God, and therefore un- 
worthy of the outward tokens of His preſence, he ſent 
them again to Jeruſalem. * Carry back,“ ſaid he, 
te the ark of God into the city: if I ſhall find favour 
in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me again, and 


ſhew me both it and his habitation. But if he thus 


ſay, I have no delight in thee ; behold; here am J, 
let him do to me what ſeemeth good unto him.“ 
And then the king purſued his journey with all the 
marks of pious and penitential ſorrow. © He went up 
by the aſcent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went 
up, and had his head covered, and he went bare- 
foot: and all the people, that were with him, covered 


every man his . and they went up, weeping as 


they went up.“ 

On every occaſion it becomes a — 5 to be abaſed 
before his God, and to acknowledge the juſtice of His 
corrections. But you, whoſe declenſions from a reli- 
gious profeſſion have emboldened others to ſpeak re- 
proachfully, ſhould, in-an eſpecial manner, take ſhame 
to yourſelves, and bow with deepeſt contrition of 
heart before Him, whoſe name you have diſhonoured. 
Through his abundant mercy, indeed, you may hope 
to be reſtored, and again © find favour in the eyes of 
the, Lord.” But, if He ſhould deprive you of your 

8 | former 
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former privileges, and thruſt you down from your 


diſtinguiſhed place in his Church, and determine 


never more to make uſe of you; as he has done; til} 
fay, © Behold, here am I, let him do to me, as ſcem- 
eth good unto him.” Such was David's unfeigned 
ſubmiſſion : and Eli, as we have ſeen, replied to the 
divine rebuke with the fame temper of mind, © It is 
the Lord; let Him do what ſeemeth him good.” 

It is no objection to his piety, but rather a ſtrong 
mark of it, that, when he heard of Ahithophel's trea- 
chery againſt him, he prayed God to turn the counſel 
of that wicked conſpirator into fooliſhneſs. - He re- 
ferred his cauſe to the righteous deciſion of the Judge 
of all, and ſoon obtained redreſs. Nor was it wrong 
to deſire Huſhai to continue at Jeruſalem, for the pur- 
poſe of ſending him information, and promoting his 
intereſt there: but his inſtructions to that officer ſeem 
inconſiſtent with the openneſs of truth and probity, 
Religion does not forbid any prudent precautions 


though it allows not of fraud or pertidy, for the avert» 


ing of impending dangers. 


In the progreſs of his flight, freſh trials 1 


him. Shimei, a deſcendant of Saul, who, perhaps, 
had been diſappointed in his expectations of advance- 
ment, came out with impious rage to inſult the king, 
and, caſting ſtones at him, poured forth the moſt 
dreadful imprecations againſt him“. It would have 
been eaſy for David to have cruſhed this weak, though 
furious, adverſary in a moment; and he was urged to 
it by his attendants. But he repreſſed their zeal in 


his 
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DAVID, -. 
his cauſe, and, with a ſingular meekneſs of ſpirit, de- 
termined to bear the reproaches and the violence of 
the wretch, from a ſenſe of his own evil deſert. He 
looked beyond the wickedneſs of the man to the righ- 
teous diſpleaſure of God, who thus ſuffered his enemies 
to riſe againſt him. He patiently ſubmitted, there- 
fore, to the divine correction, and expected redreſs from 
Heaven, ſaying, © Let him alone, and let him curſe, 
for the Lord hath bidden him: it may be, that the 
Lord will look upon mine affliction, and that the Lord 
will requite me good for his curſing this day.” 

Such forbearance will probably be condemned as 
meanneſs; but herein we perceive and admire the in- 
dubitable marks of a real penitent. The ſorrow, that 
« worketh repentance to falvation,” while it bows 
down the foul before God, and ſtops the mouth from 
complaining of the heavieſt puniſhment, produces alſo 
gentleneſs and long ſuffering towards men: It is the 
parent of that charity, which “ is not eaſily provoked, 
and endureth all things.” How different from the 
- haughtineſs of temper, ſo much applauded in the world, 
which is implacable, and cruel, and takes fire at every 
tifling affront! But, for a perfect pattern of meck- 
nels and forgiveneſs, we look higher than to David, 
even to his exalted Son, © who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again : when he ſuffered, he threatened not, 
but committed himſelf to Him that judgeth righte- 
ouſly.” He endured the ſcoffs, and curſes, and vio- 
lence of the people, and prayed, and died for his very 
murderers. May * this mind be in us, which was alſo 
in Chriſt Jeſus !” | 

Vol. II. M Upon 
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Upon David's flight from Jeruſalem, Abſalom, hav» 
ing gained poſſeſſion of the city and the palace, pro- 
ceeded to the commiſſion of the baſeſt wickedneſs in 
defiling his father's concubines; thus executing the 
divine threatening *, and yet enhancing his own guilt, 
The king himſelf narrowly eſcaped deſtruction, through 
Huſhai's influence: but, as an attack was meditated 
upon him by a very powerful army, he was obliged to 
paſs over Jordan with great precipitation f. His do- 
minton appeared to be loſt, and his life was in the moſt 
imminent danger, from hunger and wearineſs, as well 
as from the ſword of the proud uſurper. But the 
faithfulneſs of his God preſerved him, and raiſed him 
friends to ſupport him. Nor can that gracious pro- 
miſe ever fail; © They, that ſeek the Lord, ſhall not 
want any good thing f.“ 

At length it became neceſſary to make a ſtand 
againſt his rebellious ſon, who purſued him with hoſ- 
tile rage: and very ſoon a numerous body was col- 
lected, and ſent out to oppoſe him F. David himſelf 
prepared for the battle; but the earneſt entreaties of 
his people, who ſtrongly repreſented to him the miſe- 
ries which his death might occaſion, prevented him 
from taking the field. He conſented, then, to remain 
behind in Mahanaim, waiting with great anxiety the 
event of an engagement; and from his extreme at- 
fection for his obdurate child, he ſeems ſcarcely to have 
wiſhed for ſucceſs. He was blamable, doubtleſs, in 
his parental fondneſs; yet he exhibited a beautiful ex- 
ample of kindneſs and forgiveneſs to an enemy, when 


* 2 Sam. xii. 11. F 2 Sam, xvii. t Pſal. xxxiv. 10. 
$ 2 Sam. Xviii. 1, &c. 
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he charged the leaders of his forces, © Deal gently for 
my ſake with the young man, even with Abſalom.” 

He fat between the gates of the city, looking with 
the utmoſt ſolicitude towards the ſcene of action: and, 
when one meſſenger after another arrived with the tid- 
ings of a complete victory, his ſole inquiry was © Is 
the young man Abſalom ſafe? Being informed that 
the poor unhappy youth had been cut off, he was 


inconſolable for the loſs. He was much moved, 


and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: 
and as he went, thus he ſaid, O my ſon Abſalom, 
my ſon, my ſon Abſalom: would God I had died 
for thee, O Abſalom, my fon, my ſon!” It may 
be allowed, that the extravagant ſorrow, which the 
king expreſſed, was highly wrong. He forgot to be 
thankful for the deliverance vouchſafed to himſelf 
and the nation, and, inſtead of bowing with ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the wiſe and righteous deciſion of the Lord, 
he ſeems to have been carried away by his paſſion. Yet 
you, who are tried in the perverſeneſs and diſobedience 
of your children, will not wonder, or be forward to 
cenſurg him. You dread the thought of their being 
ſuddenly taken away in impenitence, more than any 
temporal calamities, which can happen to yourſelves : 
and therefore, that they may have further opportunities 


ol turning to God, and be ſaved from everlaſting perdi- 


tion, you would wiſh to die a thouſand deaths in their 
ſtead. Would you, then, avoid the anguiſh which 
David felt, look well to the ſtate of your affections 
even toward your beloved offspring; and beware, leſt 
you paye the way to their ruin both here and for ever, 
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by an inordinate attachment to them, or improper indul- 
gence of them. Yet, ſhould you live to ſee them cut. 
off by the juſt judgment of God, though your 
affliction will be unſpeakably great, it will become you 
to repreſs your grief, and, while you acknowledge the 
righteouſneſs of God, to be ſilent in the duſt before 
Him: for © who art thou, that replieſt againſt Him? 
In your own preſervation, and the hopes of forgiveneſs 
ſill afforded you, you may perceive abundant cauſe for 
gratitude, O praiſe the Lord, that, though one be 
taken, another is left, and ſay, © It is of His mercies, 
that we are not conſumed.” | 

The exceſſive lamentations of David were alſo 
impolitic, and might have been fatal- to his intereſt, 
The very men, who had fought and conquered for 
him, were on the point of deſerting him, when they 
received no thanks for their ſervices, and obſerved 
that the defeat of the rebel army was bewailed as the 
heavieſt calamity .. Upon the repreſentation of Joab, 
however, the king dried up his tears, and, by his 
public appearance again, conciliated the affections of 
his ſubjects. It is neceſſary, in every line of life, to 
conſider what effeft our behaviour may produce upon 
the minds of others; or elſe, our imprudence may 
cauſe irreparable miſchief, Nor ſhould we be un- 
willing to liſten to the reproof of an inferior, though 
conveyed to us in a rough manner. 

David was not precipitate in returning to the exer- 
ciſe of government, for he waited to be aſſured of the 
good e of the people toward him. In a lit- 
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tle time he was recalled by the general voice, and con- 


ducted back over Jordan, with numerous attendants, 
and with all the marks of national honour and eſteem. 


Yet, even in the hour of his triumph, we behold a ſin- 


gular degree of meekneſs and moderation. Shimei, 
the profane Benjamite, who had lately treated him with 
the utmoſt indignity and contempt, came with profeſ- 


ſions of penitence to entreat his forgiveneſs. The of- 


fence was heinous, and David was urged to make him 
an example of juſtice : but he forbore, declaring that 
his authority was ſo perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, it could 
not be neceſſary to put any man to death ; and on this 
ground he ſuffered Shimei to eſcape with impunity. 
Do not our hearts adviſe, like the ſons of Zeruiah, to 
take vengeance of an enemy? Let us not forget the 
chriſtian precept, © Be not overcome of evil; but 
overcome evil with good “.“ bas; 85 

Mephiboſheth, the ſon of Jonathan, came allo to 
offer his congratulations on the king's return. David 
had conceived of him as a conſpirator, from the ſlander- 
ous accuſations of Ziba , but being now fatisfied of 
his loyalty, he admitted him again to favour. It re- 
quires no little care, to guard againſt the falſe and ma- 
licious inſinuations of talebearers, and no little candour 
to correct our miſtakes. 

We are pleaſed likewiſe to obſerve the affection 
and gratitude of David towards the aged Baraillai, 
who, with an unſhaken attachinent and amazing libe- 
rality, had ſupported him in the time of his diftreſs. 
Upon their parting from each other, the king kiſſed 


* Rom, Xii. 21, I 2 Sam, xvi, . 
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and bleſſed him, and took his ſon with him, to pro- 
mote him to ſome conſiderable honour. It is but juſ- 
tice to recompenſe a benefit received. But, alas! does 
not proſperity ſo intoxicate the mind, that paſt kind- 
neſſes are generally forgotten? Does not a proud and 
ſupercilious behaviour too commonly characterize thoſe, 
who poſſeſs any large meaſure of riches and power? 
We ſhould therefore venerate the man, who, in the 
midſt of ſucceſs, preſerves an humble, grateful diſpo- 
ſition ; and, through a diffidence of ourſelves, we ſhould 
watch and pray againſt temptation, © in all time of our 
wealth“ | 1 
The joy, which accompanied David's reſtoration, 

was interrupted by certain jealouſies and debates be- 
tween the tribes of Iſrael and that of Judah. There 
were, even then, diviſions, which afterward occaſioned 
their total ſeparation. Both ſides were deſirous of 
notice and precedency, and neither of them willing to 
make proper conceſſions, How ſeldom is it, that 
the moſt favourable events are not attended with ſome 
*circumſtances, which damp our pleaſure.! And what 
dreadful miſchiefs proceed from ambition, ſtrife, and 
Wc | 5 

Sheba, who was a forward and ſeditious perſon, ſeized 
the opportunity of blowing up the flames of diſcord 
between the contending parties, and excited another 
formidable rebellion . The Iſraelites who had pro- 
felled great zeal for their prince, took up arms againſt 
him: but they were ſoon recovered to their allegiance, 
and the inſurrection was cruſhed. What a mercy it 
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is, that God preſerves, or reſtores, the peace of ſociety ! 
If the paſſions of men were let looſe, the utmoſt con- 
fuſion and miſery muſt enſue. 

Years before David was called to a difficulty of ano- 
Chriſt, 1031. ther kind; for he ſaw his ſubjects ſuffering 
under the preſſure of a grievous famine, during three 
ſucceſſive years. The Lord God, to whom he ſought 
for direction and relief, intimated to him, that Saul's 
oppreſſion of the Gibeonites, in violation of the public 
faith, had brought down this national judgment upon 
them“. To make the neceſſary expiation, David 
yielded to the demand of the Gibeonites; and accord- 


ingly, ſeven of Saul's deſcendants fell as a facrifice to 


juſtice, Whatever opinion we may form of the 
tranſaction, we muſt, at leaſt, acquit David of malice 
or reſentment againſt that unhappy family: the exe- 
cution of the ſentence, probably, was very afflictive to 


him. Inſtead of charging him with inhumanity in 
this proceeding, let us ſtand and adore the righteouſ- 


neſs of God, who required it. The day is coming, in 


which the equity of his deciſions will be fully revealed. 


For the preſent we are aſſured, that his puniſhments 
deſcend only upon the head of the guilty ; and he has 
taught us, in this inſtance, to beware of ſin, leſt we 


leave an inheritance of wrath and miſery to our 


children. "Sag, 
David continued to reign and * The Phi- 
liſtines, indeed, ceaſed not to haraſs him as they 
could; but their various aſſaults afforded ſo many 
proofs of his martial abilities, or rather, of the Lord's 
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faithfulneſs and love to him. On the review of all 
thoſe ſignal deliverances, which his God had wrought 
for him, he felt and confeſſed his obligations, and 
celebrated the divine goodneſs in the moſt elevated 
ſtrains of devotion: he rejoiced alſo in the proſpect 
of the much higher advancement of One glorious 
perſonage among his poſterity, and of the happineſs of 
the Church under His government *. Let us ſtudy 
thoſe hymns of praiſe, till our hearts burn within us. 
Surely the expreſſions of his gratitude and zeal will 
reproach us for our inſenſibility. How great things 
has the Lord done for us! He has raiſed up Meſſiah 


from the ſeed of David; and we participate the bene- 


fits of His adminiſtration. Yet what poor tributes of 
thankfulneſs he has received from our hands! O 
may the Spirit of his grace, which reſted in ſo large 
a meaſure upon David, implant all holy affections 
in us, and ever preſerve them in a lively and vigo- 
rous ſtate! 

Vlals bete It 18 apprehended, that the proſperity, 
Ohritt, 2917- which David and his people enjoyed, prov- 
ed a ſnare to them. Do not riches and power tend 
to corrupt the mind, introduce luxury, and give riſe 
to ambitious projects? Probably, ſome negle& of 
religious duties had taken place, and ſome ſinful prac- 
tices been allowed, They had not profited, as they 
ſhould have done, from the late viſitations of war and 
famine: and © again the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt Iſrael f.“ The heart of the king, perhaps, was 
elated with his ſucceſſes, and with the very flouriſhing 
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condition of his ſubjefts. Satan, who watched the op- 
portunity, ſuggeſted a ſcheme for the gratification of his 
pride, and tempted him to number Iſrael ; inſinuating, 
it might be, that no prince poſſeſſed larger dominions, 
or cominanded more numerous forces, than he. Ah! 
what need we have to be upon our guard againſt the 
ſubtle devices of our grand adverſary: for he knows 
the temper of our minds, and generally gains an ad- 
vantage, by ſuiting his propoſals to our wiſhes! And 
how feeble are the ſtrongeſt believers, when left to his 
influence! f 

In one account of this tranſaction, it is aſcribed to 
God, and in another to Satan. But the ſolution is 
eaſy, Throughout the ſcriptures, the Lord is faid to 
do that, which He permits to be done. The ſins of 
men are therefore ſometimes repreſented as proceeding 
from Him, when, for ſpecial purpoſes, He withdraws 
whatever might tend to hinder the execution of their 
wicked projects, and over-rules the event for the ac- 
com! liſhment of his own deſigns. It is not poſſible 
that He can infuſe into the minds of his creatures any 
wrong thought or inclination : but, conſiſtently with 
his righteous perſections, He may ceaſe to reſtrain the 
corrupt deſires of our hearts, and may ſuffer them to 
have their full effect. In this very way he carries on 
his government over our rebellious world, ſo that even 
the moſt iniquitous actions form a part of His plan: 
and yet He continues holy, and juſt, and good. He 
might have prevented the ſecret ambition of David 
from breaking forth into any outward act, or defeated 


the ſtratagems of Satan: but He permitted the ſcheme 
to 
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to proceed, in order that the king might be more 
deeply ſenſible of the evil of his nature, and that, 
through his perverſeneſs, the people alſo might be 
puniſhed for their multiplied offences. | 

David, therefore, commiſſioned Joab to take an ex- 
act account of the number of his ſubjects. Whatever 
might be his motive, whether to indulge a proud curi- 
oſity, and to glory in his ſtrength, or to enrol them for 
his army “, there was ſomething in it fo manifeſtly 
wrong, and inconſiſtent with his character, that even 
Joab remarked it, and earneſtly remonſtrated againſt 
it; for © the king's word was abominable to him.“ 
But, as the Lord had determined to leave him, in this 
inſtance, to his own devices, and the machinations 
of Satan, the prince obſtinately perfiſted in his ſcheme. 
At length, however, his conſcience being rouſed, he 
was aſhamed and humbled for the folly and wicked- 
neſs of his heart: he felt and confeſſed his guilt, and 
importunately deprecated the divine wrath. Here, 
then, we behold him in a moſt diſtreſſed ſituation; 
we perceive, from his example, the great evil of ſin, 
and learn to walk circumſpectly in all things. 

The prophet Gad went to him, by revelation, to 
declare Jehovah's diſpleaſure and determination to 
puniſh him; at the ſame time referring it to his choice, 
whether he and his people ſhould ſuffer by famine, 
by war, or by peſtilence. The propoſal was afflic- 
tive in every view: but, as the peſtilence mult proceed 
immediately from the hand of God, and the king 
himſelf could no more be ſecured from it than the 
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meaneſt of his ſubjects, this was preferred. The ut- 
moſt meekneſs, ſubmiſſion, and faith are obſervable in 
David's anſwer, © I am in a great ſtrait: let us fall now 
into the hand of the Lord (for his mercies are great), 
and let me not fall into the hand of man.” — The 
fin, doubtleſs, was forgiven : but, as it had been of a 
public nature, the Lord would manifeſt his abhorrence 
of it before all the nation. Commiſſioned by Him, 
therefore, the plague inſtantly went forth, and deſtroyed 
in che different parts of the land, szvENTY THOUSAND 
MEN, | a | 
The judgment was adapted to the offence. David 
had been elated with the number of his people; and, 
to cure him of his fooliſh pride, the Lord effectually 
convinced him, how ſoon they might be reduced. 
He can never be at a loſs for means to puniſh his 
rebellious creatures: in general too, He is pleaſed to 
ſuit his corrections to their crimes; and accordingly, 
nothing is more common with Him, than to take away, 
or imbitter to us, the object, which we value too 
highly. | | 

Does the chaſtiſement, in the preſent inſtance, ſeem 
ſevere? We are unfit judges of the meaſures of God's 
government: we cannot eſtimate the evil of any par- 
ticular action. In ſome way or another, guilt had 
been contracted, according to the Lord's declaration 
and David's own confeſſion : and if only an ambitious 
thought had been indulged, who ſhall preſume to ſay, 
that the moſt rigorous inflitions would have been 
unmerited? For © the wages of fin is death.” On 


other occaſions the conduct of the king of Iſrael has 
| | rg met 
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met with unſparing cenſures, and many have wondered, 
how ſuch complicated iniquity could poſſibly be for- 
given: but here, infidelity changes her mode of at- 
tack; the offence is conſidered either as nothing, or 
very trivial; and a ſurpriſe is expreſſed at the cruelty 
of the Judge. In both caſes, the objection lies againſt 
God: but He will Ron appear to vindicate his own 
proceedings, 

The whole tranſaction is a folemn admonition to 
us, to take good heed to ourſelves. Long experience 
and high attainments in religion will afford us no ſe- 
curity from temptation, or from the dreadful conſe- 
quences of complying with it. We have eſpecial need 
to beware of pride; for this will aſſault us in various 
ſhapes even to the laſt. And if we are betrayed into 
any diſhonourable conduct, we ſhall probably feel the 
chaſtening rod, and ſinart for our folly. 

The people, we have ſeen, were involved in the 
ſad effects of the. tranſgreſſion of their leader. And 
ſuch is the connection, which ſubſiſts between the dif- 


ferent members of ſociety, like that in the natural 


body, that, if one member ſuffer, ſome others muſt 
neceſſarily ſuffer with it: in particular, what happens 
to tae head, mult affect all the parts of the ſyſtem. Is 
it inquired, how this is to be reconciled with juſtice, 
that thouſands ſhould be afflicted for the guilt of one? 
The anſwer in the preſent caſe is obvious: no wrong 
was, done. them ; for they were evidently puniſhed for 
their own iniquity, though the offence of David was 
the immediate occaſion of that deſolating judgtnent. 
The Lord God, in order to chaſtiſe a ſinſul nation, very 


frequently 


& 
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frequently turns the counſels of their rulers into fool- 
iſhnels. 

An Angel, it ſhould ſeem, was employed as an in- 
ſtrument of the divine vengeance. And how aſtoniſh= 
ing is the ſtrength and activity of theſe ſpiritual Beings, 
ſince one of them could in a few hours ſpread deſtruc- 
tion through the land! At laſt, this miniſter of wrath 
became vilible to David and his elders, who were 
clothed in ſackcloth: and how terrible the form, how 
threatening the aſpect ! © He ſtood between the earth 
and the heaven, having a drawn ſword in his hand, 
ſtretched out over Jeruſalem,” and it appeared as if 
his commiſſion extended to the utter deſolation of that 
populous city. Then the royal penitent proſtrated 
himſelf in the duſt, full of anguiſh upon the recollec- 
tion of his offence; and, while he pleaded for the life 
of his people, he offered himſelf to the ſtioke of the 
devouring ſword, that it might be averted from them. 
« lo,” ſaid he, „I have ſinned, and I have done 
wickedly : but theſe ſheep, what have they done? Let 
thine hand, I pray thee, be againſt me, and . 
my father's houſe.“ 

The cry, which proceeds from a truly contrite heart, 
has power to pierce the heavens, The Lord God 
looked down with pity upon his ſupplicating ſervant, 
reverſed the mandate that was gone forth, and ſpared 
Jeruſalem at his requeſt. He ſaid to the deſtroying 
Angel, © It is enough: ſtay now thine hand.” Direc- 
tions were then given to David, to erect an altar upon 
that very ſpot, as a memorial of the awful tranſaction, 
and of the gracious deliverance vouchſafed. The obe- 
dient 
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dient prince haſtened to fulfil the command, imme- 
diately purchaſed the ground, reared an altar, and 
worſhipped the Lord with coſtly ſacrifices. Thus re- 
conciliation was effected, and the favour of God ma- 
nifeſted, in anſwer to prayer, 

In the very place, which had been ſo highly ho- 
noured, David continued to offer up his ſtated ſervices: 
and there alſo he appointed, doubtleſs by revelation, 
that the temple ſhould be built *®. We are ſtruck 
with admiration at the zeal of this pious king, and his 
preparations for the erection of that magnificent edifice, 
which he himſelf was forbidden to undertake. Mate- 
rials of every ſort were laid up in readineſs, with 
amazing pains and expence ; though he knew that they 
could not be made uſe of, till after his deceaſe. He 
inſtructed, he charged, he encouraged Solomon his 
ſon to enter upon the work, and to perſevere in it with 
firmneſs, till the whole ſhould be finiſhed. He com- 
manded the nobles alſo to contribute their utmoſt in- 
fluence for the completing of this important buſineſs, 
which he preſſed upon them from a regard to the 
glory of God, and an aſſured confidence of His gra- 
cious preſence and aſſiſtance. 

From this view of the hiſtory, we cannot be at a 
loſs to aſcertain the true character of David. We al- 
low, that he did not adhere to the rules of righteouſneſs 
without imperfection or deviation. But we perceive, 
upon the whole, an integrity and an excellency in his 
life, which ſtamp an honour upon his name. In the 
inſtance we have laſt conſidered, what clear marks of 
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penitence and fervent piety meet us! Let us judge 
ourſelves by them. We alſo have ſinned in various 

ways; and perhaps many, in our families or connec- 

tions, are ſuffering in conſequence of our perverſeneſs 
or imprudence. Do we mourn before God on this 
account? Do we cry to Him for pardoning mercy? 

Are we more ready to condemn ourſelves than others ? 

Are we willing and deſirous, that the effects of our 
folly may fall entirely upon ourſelves, rather than that 
any, who have deſerved better at our hands, ſhould be 

involved in miſery by our means? Let us beware, 
leſt, while we are cenſuring David, we continue impe- 
nitent, and periſh in our fins. Hear the voice of God, 
« Repent, and turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſ— 
fions ; fo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin “.“ 

The juſtice of God in taking vengeance has been 
awfully diſplayed before us. But do we not learn alſo, 
that * He pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſ- 
greſſion of the remnant of his heritage; that He re- 
taineth not his anger for ever, becauſe He delighteth 
in mercy ?“ We cannot have a ſtronger proof of 
the efficacy of prayer and interceſſion on the behalf of 
others, than we have ſeen in David's mediation for 
Jeruſalem. O let us be encouraged to cry earneſtly 
to God for our own nation, corrupt and abandoned as 
it is! We have contributed to the general maſs of 
guilt: Why are we fo unconcerned about the conſe- 
quence? O let us lie in the duſt, and ceaſe not to lift 
up our hands with importunate petitions ! 


* Exck. xviii. 30. + Mic. vii. 18. 
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Has deliverance been granted ? Has the deſtroying 
Angel ſheathed his ſword ? Then why 1s not the gra- 
cious interpoſition acknowledged ? Are facrifices of 
praiſe offered to God on this account? Do we, with 
overflowing gratitude, record His mercies? What 
altar have we erected? or what oblations have we 
preſented to Him? Are we glad to bear our part in 
advancing the good work of God, though we ſhall not 
live to ſee it completed? Alas! how many are dif- 
couraged! How many are careleſs and indolent! 
How many are worldly and covetous! The difficulty 
and the expence of this or the other undertaking for 
the glory of God are common and prevailing objec- 
tions; ſo that there are few indeed, who will aſſiſt, in 
any way, to build the temple of the Lord. O for the 
ſame Spirit, which actuated David, to be poured out 
upon this generation! * O Lord, revive 55 work in 
the midſt of the years *!“ 827 
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David married Abiſhag—appeinted Solomon bis ſucceſſor | 
—ſettled the divine ſervice — gave à public and folenm 
charge to Solomon—praiſed God—left private directions 
with Solomon — in his laſt words, prophefied of the 
Saviour —died in a good old age. 


We are now advanced, in the cotirſe of our medi- 
tations, to the cloſe of David's life: a life of uncom- 
mon activity and zeal in the cauſe of God, and of 
ſingular utility to his Church. Nor are the laſt fcenes 
of it the leaſt intereſting or inſtructive. This eminent 
ſervant of God will teach us how to die, as well as how 
to live. | | 
Years before Toward the end of his teigh his bodily 
Cirity 1915 ſtrength ſeems to have been much impaired. 
He was, probably, ſtruck with a kind of dead palſy, 
which made ic difficult for him to retain his animal 
heat . An expedient was propoſed, which we are 
ready to cenſure as inconſiſtent with his wiſdom and 
gravity, but which he adopted in compliance with his 
phyſicians. He married the young Abiſhag, for the 

_ neceſſary purpoſe of ſupporting and invigorating his 
corporeal frame, and not for ſenſual gratification. 


* 1 Kings i. 1, &c. 
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Whilſt his indiſpoſition unfitted him for public bufj- 
neſs, his tranquillity was again diſturbed by the ambi- 
tion of one of his own children. This, indeed, formed 
a part of the divine denunciation for his - baſe miſcon- 
duct: and therefore evil was ſtill © raiſed up againſt 

him out of his own houſe.” It was alſo the conſe 
quence of his ſin in not properly reſtraining the cor- 
rupt inclinations of his offspring. The bad effects of 
this fooliſh tenderneſs had appeared in Abſalom's re- 
bellion. And now, Adonijah, the next in age, and 
ſimilar in temper to Abſalom, a man of admired beauty, 
whom his father had never checked or diſpleaſed at 
any time, aſpired to the throne, and aſſumed the reins 
of government. The fond parent is generally puniſhed 
in the ingratitude and oppoſition of thoſe very chil- 
dren, whom he has moſt indulged. For they cannot 
be influenced by any ſenſe of obligation or duty, who 
have been accuſtomed to be gratified in every wiſh of 
their hearts. By how many examples are we taught, 
that «© the rod and reproof give wiſdom ; but a child 
left to himſelf bringeth his mother to ſhame. Correct 
thy ſon, then, and he ſhall give thee reſt : yea, he ſhal} 

give delight unto thy ſoul *.” 

Adonijah's attempt, which at firſt appeared formid- 
able, was defeated by the timely interpoſition of the 
king, who declared it to be the appointment of God, 
that Solomon ſhould ſucceed to the crown, and com- 
manded proclamation to be made of his immediate 
admiſſion to the regal office. The people, who held 
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David 


DAVID. | 179- 


David in the higheſt veneration, as a prophet of God, 
inſtantly acquieſced, and received their new governor, 
with loud demonſtrations of joy, and earneſt prayers 
for his proſperity. The aged father, alſo, exulted and 
gave thanks to God, for the completion of the pro- 
. miſe, which ſecured the throne to Solomon. Doubt- 
leſs the Lord will perform all his counſel, nor can any 
human oppoſition prevent it. But it is our duty, in 
expectation of the event, to adopt and vigorouſly pur- 
ſue thoſe meaſures, which may tend to promote it: 
and, if our eyes are permitted to ſee the accompliſn- 
ment of the divine declarations, our hearts ſhould be 
ſtirred up to the moſt lively exerciſe of gratitude and 
praiſe. Can we not, from our own experience, © ſet 
to our ſeals, that God is true?“ | 

The ſtrength of David was impaired by diſeaſe, as 
well as by old age: yet, according to his ability, he 
continued active and inceſſant in his exertions, for the 
glory of God and the benefit of the Church, even to 
the laſt, Much had his light ſhined in the former 
part of his life, but a peculiar ſplendour ſeemed to 
adorn this bright luminary towards the decline. Net- 
ther the infirmities of body, nor the approach of death, 
foreſeen and felt, damped his ardour, but rather cauſed 
the flame of holy love and zeal to burn with renewed 
vigour. Inſtead of being diſcouraged by the thought, 


N that he was quitting his place, and another ready to 
t ſucceed him, he appeared determined to fill up the ſhort 
d period, allotted him, in an honourable manner, and, by 

his wiſe regulations and earneſt exhortations, to extend 
4 his influence even to future ages. How much might be 


N 2 done 
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done for the advancement of religion, and the proſpe- 
rity of the ſtate, if all were, like David, faithful and 
diligent, to the utmoſt of their abilities! Do you not 

refuſe your proper ſervice; and ſatisfy yourſelves with 
| ſome paltry excuſes for your neglect? What, though 
you ſhould not live to ſee the benefir of your labours, 
though you are ſoon to lie down in the grave, yet 
ceaſe not to improve your talents, that others, who 
ſurvive, may be the better for you ; and eſpecially be 
concerned to leave a favourable teſtimony to the truth 
of God; and fo ſhall your name be had in eſtimation, 
long after your departure. 

Perhaps he recovered ſomewhat of his bodily 
ſtrength ; but, however that be, his mind retained its 
full vigour to the end. We look with reverence on 
the wiſdom and piety of the Prophet, as well as on the 
authority of the King, while we obſerve him, with 
aſtoniſhing care and exactneſs, ſettling the order of the 
divine ſervice in the temple, and appointing to the 
various officers their attendance and employment“. 
The Jewiſh Church reaped the advantage, for many 
ages. And with gratitude we commemorate thoſe 
eminent Reformers in the Chriſtian Church, who were 
a bleſſing in their own times, and from whoſe zealous 
exertions we derive the moſt ſolid benefits, even at this 
'day. The Lord has a favour to that people, among 
whom He raiſes up men of ſuch diſtinguiſhed gifts, 
of fuch unſhaken fortitude and unremitting diligence, 
to plead His cauſe, and to promote the intereſt of 
religion. 


1 Chron. xxiii.—xxvii. 


The 
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The venerable king, when about to take his leave 
of the world, aſſembled together the princes, the cap- 
tains of the army, and the heads of all the nation, that 
he might publicly declare ro them the will of God 
concerning Solomon's ſucceſſion and the building of the 
temple, and impreſs his parting admonition upon them 
with a peculiar ſolemnity and weight“. His addreſs 
upon that occaſion is an indubitable proof of the 
ſtrength of his faith, and of his ardent deſires to eſta- 
bliſh the knowledge and the worſhip of God among 
his ſubjects. He ſtood up before them, not aſſuming 
the pomp and the ſtate of majeſty, but rather as a 
preacher of righteouſneſs and as a meſſenger of the Lord; 
that he might teſtify his own earneſtneſs and fix their at- 
tention. He acquainted them with the deſign, which 
he himſelf had formed, of erecting a magnificent houſe 
for the adminiſtration of God's ſervice, and with the 
revelation he had received, over-ruling his purpoſe, de- 
puting Solomon to that work, and promiſing, to ſecure 
the kingdom to his poſterity. He charged them, there- 
fore, to adhere ſteadfaſtly to God, as they expected the 
continuance of His favour: and then, in the preſence 
of them all, he called upon Solomon to devote him- 
ſelf to this heart-ſearching God, * without partiality 
and without hypocriſy,” and to proceed with faithful- 
nels and vigour to the execution of the taſk aſſigned 
him. For his direction and aſſiſtance, he delivered to 
him an exact deſcription of the various parts of the tem- 
ple, as communicated from heaven, and ſupplied him 


f K . 
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with immenſe treaſures for the building and the furni- 
ture. Difficult as this undertaking might appear to 
one ſo young as Solomon, his pious father encouraged 
him by the conſideration of the divine promiſes, which 
engaged for his completion of it; and with much 
energy he requeſted the elders before him to lend their 
influence and ſupport. Having ſet them the example, 
he was the more likely to prevail in calling upon them 
to conſecrate ſome portion of their ſubſtance to the 

Lord, | 
The whole company, being inſtantly fired with the 
fame holy fervour, contributed with an aſtoniſhing 
liberality. This was done, © not grudgingly or of 
neceſſity,” but of a ready mind and with great gladneſs 
of heart, as if they accounted it a privilege to promote 
the work. The zeal of the people gave freſh anima- 
tion and delight to their aged monarch, and con- 
ſtrained him to break forth, before the numerous 
aſſembly, into the moſt lively and devout acknowledg- 
ments * for the exceeding grace of God in them.” 
He took no praiſe to himſelf; he paid no vain com- 
pliments to them, but with pious admiration celebrated 
the divine goodneſs in conferring ſuch an honour upon 
them. With warmeſt gratitude he bowed before the 
Lord, adoring Him as the ſupreme, Almighty, ſove- 
reign proprietor of all, and aſcribing to Him both their 
abundance and their deſire to uſe it for His glory. 
He was not only thankful for the holy joy, which they 
then felt, but he poured out his foul in ardent ſupplica- 
tion, that they might be preſerved in the ſame diſpo- 
ſition, and never depart from the ſervice of their God. 
2 | In 
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In a particular manner he prayed, that Solomon might 
continue in a faithful adherence to his duty, and execute 
his truſt with fidelity. Probably, the ſeventy- ſecond 
pſalm was written for this occaſion. Therein the de- 
vout father implored and predicted the bleſſing of God 
upon his ſon, and with a lively faith looked forward, 
beyond the proſperous reign of Solomon, to the in- 
finitely ſuperior advantages of the government of Meſ- 


. fiah, who was to deſcend from his family. He then 


called upon the whole congregation to join in the wor- 
ſhip. Accordingly, with one heart and voice they 
praiſed the Lord God of Iſrael : and, having done this, 
they expreſſed their reverence alſo for their pious and 
beloved king. Very numerous ſacrifices were offered 
to Heaven; a ſacred feſtival was obſerved ; Solomon 
was again anointed to his office ; and the regal autho- 


rity reſigned to him. 
The effect of this ſolemnity upon the minds of the 
people muſt have been great and laſting. They could 
not, ſurely, but be forcibly impreſſed in favour of re- 
ligion, when they ſaw ſuch an amiable pattern of it in 


the moſt exalted ſtation, and heard ſo ſtrong a teſti- 


mony of its reality and excellence from his lips, who 
was then quitting the world. David had fallen, and 
diſhonoured the cauſe of God; but he had been ſpared 
to exhibit full proofs of his recovery; and now eſpeci- 
ally, at the cloſe of life, after a long courſe of ſteadfaſt 
obedience, he ſhone brighter than cver.— An example 
of this Kind, in the circumſtances here deſcribed, can- 
not fail of being a public and an extenſive bleſſing. | 


Who can withſtand its influence ? 
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But how are we ourſelves affected by it? What 
concluſion do we draw from this tranſaction? Is it for 
kings and prophets only, to be zealous for God ? Are 
not ws alſo concerned, in our reſpective places, to 
promote the adyancement of truth and righteouſneſs ? 
Particularly, if we are ſoon to reſign our poſt, ſhould 
we not be anxious to give an open atteſtation of our 
principles to thoſe, who ſhall ſurvive us? Our friends 
and relations will then liſten to us with peculiar atten- 
tion; and our dying behaviour may confirm them in 
the love and practice of every good word and work. 
A real regard for the glory of God, and an eager de- 
fire to fave the ſouls of our fellow- creatures, (the no- 
bleſt motives which can actuate the human heart!) will 
make us endeavour to extend our influence beyond 
our own ſhort exiſtence, and add an uncommon force 
and eloquence to our ee in our laſt mo- 
ments. 

We ought to be ſolicitous for the beſt intereſts of 
the dear children, who are about to ſtand in our place, 
and for the continuance of the knowledge of God in 
our families, The little ſtrength, which ſickneſs or 
old age may leave us, will be well employed in charg- 
ing them, by every conſideration, ſteadfaſtly to main- 
tain the profeſſion of true godlineſs, and in praying for 
their eſtabliſhment and perſeverance. 

A magnificent temple was to be raiſed, which called 
for the moſt liberal exertions of David and his ſub- 
jets. And are there no works of piety, which demand 
our charitable affiſtance ? Are we ready, according to 


our ability, to contribute to the due adminiſtration of 
the 
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che Fe ordinances, to the ſupport and propagation 
of the Goſpel? Ah! where is our boaſted love to 
God, if we determine that our religion ſhall coſt us 
nothing? It will be to no purpoſe to exhort others 
« to conſecrate their ſervice to the Lord,” if we our- 
{elves are backward to do the ſame, Our own ex- 
ample will be the moſt perſuaſive argument to enforce 
the duty. While we are © ready to diltribute, willing 
to communicate,” many around us, who are witneſſes 
of our ardour, may catch the holy fire, and unite their 
zealous endeavours to promote the honour of God, 
But let us render the ſacrifice of a devoted heart, not 
from conſtraint, but“ becauſe we have ſet our affec- 
tion to the houſe of our God.“ Nor let any pre- 
ſume to make an oſtentatious diſplay of their libera» 
lity, as if they had a meritorious claim to the divine 
favour. For © who hath firſt given to Him, and it 
ſhall be recompenſed unto him again?” Learn from 
David to bow with deepeſt humiliation before the 
Lord of Hoſts, to lay your ſervices at His feet, and 
to aſcribe it to His diſtinguiſhing mercy, that you 
poſſeſs the deſire, as well as the ability, to be uſeful. 
in this way only, your offerings will be acceptable. 
You ſhould ſay, then, Of him, and through him, 
and to him are all things “.“ You ſhould alſo rejoice 
to ſee others brought under the influence of the ſame 


grace: every ſuch inſtance ſhould fill your ſoul with 8 
admiring gratitude to God, who is pleaſed to take out 


of our apoſtate race © a people for his name.” O let 
us pray, that He would confirm the thing that He has 


* Rom, xi. 35, 36. 
wrought, 
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wrought, and * keep it for ever in the imagination of 
the thoughts of the heart of his people, and prepare 
their heart unto himſelf!” | 
When David more evidently perceived his diffolu- 
tion approaching, ſtill anxious for the proſperity of 
Iſrael, he preſſed upon his fon Solomon, in private, a 
ſerious and fixed attention to religion and to the im- 
portant duties of his ſtation, as the only way, in which 
he could expect the continuance of the Lord's favour “. 
He gave him alſo ſome directions, of pol.tical expedi- 
ency, for the regulation of his conduct toward certain 
perſons, who would be near him. He recommended 
to his friendſhip and patronage the ſons of Barzillai, in 
grateful remembrance of the kindneſs he had received 
from that family. But he warned him of Joab, as a 
dangerous and impious character, and charged him to 
puniſh that inſolent, murderous, and diſaffected leader 
of his armies, who had long deſerved to die for his 
numerous crimes, and whom David himſclf had ſpared 
through a blamable timidity. Shimei was alſo pointed 
out to him as a profane wretch, who could not be 
truſted, and who had merited the ſevereſt vengeance 
for curſing the king in the day of his calamity. David, 
indeed, had promiſed with an oath not to put the laſt 
offender to death; but his ſucceſſor was not bound by 
that promiſe, Probably, Shimei continued to manifeſt 
a ſeditious ſpirit, which might make it neceſſary for 
the ſecurity of government to watch his movements, 
and which, David might foreſee, would ſoon give oc- 
caſion to © bring down his hoary head to the grave 


* x Kings ii. 1, Kc. 4 
with 
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with blood.” This was in fact the caſe, as the follow- 
ing reign will inform us. | 
Such a repreſentation of the matter, which is fair 
and conſiſtent, will ſufficiently obviate the charge, that 
David in his dying moments evinced a malevolent, 
ſanguinary, and revengeful diſpoſition. Nothing more 


can properly be drawn from the hiſtory, than that he 


was influenced by a regard to national juſtice and the 
welfare of the people, whom he was then leaving in truſt 
with an inexperienced youth. Various commands and 
actions are expedient, and even neceſſary in a magiſ- 
trate, which in a private perſon might be condemned 
as cruel and malicious. Unleſs we could diſcern the 
inward principles of thoſe, who are placed in a public 
ſtation, we are very incompetent to decide on many 
parts of their conduct. © Let every man prove his 
own work ;** and let thoſe, who are forward to cen- 
ſure the king of Iſrael, not dare to juſtify what is 
evidently wrong in their own tempers or practice, but 
c judge themſelves, that they be not judged of the 
Lord.“ | 

If we would form a fair opinion of this man of God 
in the cloſe of life, we ſhould accompany him at 
that ſolemn ſeaſon, when he is ſaid to have uttered his 
« Jaſt words *. His dying ſentiments are recorded; 
and they were delivered under the immediate and pow- 
erful influence of the Holy Ghoſt. Not aſhamed of 
his mean original, he commemorated the divine good- 
neſs, which took him from an obſcure family, and 
fixed him in a moſt diſtinguiſhed rank, both 1n the 


* 2 Sam, XX111, I=-7. 
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Church and State. © He was raiſed up on high, the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the ſweet Pſalmiſt 
of Ifrael.” For he had been employed, not only in 
the affairs of government, but in providing ſacred 
ſongs for the public ſervice of the temple. He ſuſ- 
tained the character of a Prophet as well as of a 
Prince; and therefore he aſſerted, that he had been 
favoured with remarkable communications from hea- 
ven, and had declared only what the Spirit of the Lord 
revealed to him. On one particular ſubject the Lord 
God had given him the cleareſt information, diſcover- 
ing to him the dignity, the offices, the ſalvation of 
that glorious Perſonage, the Meſſiah, whoſe coming 
he then predicted, and from whom he profeſſed to 
derive all his comforts, and expectations“. He re- 
preſented this exalted Deliverer, as the King of Zion, 
who ſhould ** judge the world in righteouſneſs,” © the 
Juſt One, ruling in the fear of God,” or bringing men 
to a ſtate of holy obedience. He deſcribed the effect 
of His appearance by the enlivening influence of the 
ſun, which with its unequalled ſplendour diſperſes the 
darkneſs, and cheers univerſal nature; and by the re- 
novation of the face of the earth, which the refreſhing 
ſhowers produce in a dry ſeaſon. The venerable pro- 
phet, therefore, fixed his laſt and moſt earneſt regard 
on the Saviour, rejoicing in the grace, which is trea- 
{ured up in Him, and which is ſecured by the ſtrongeſt 


* The paſſage has been generally allowed to be a full and ex- 
preſs prophecy of the Saviour; and this explanation has been ably 
vindicated by Biſhop Chandler, in his defence of Chriſtianity, 
page 235. = 
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and moſt inviolable engagements of God himſelf. He 
experienced much diſtreſs from his children, and pro- 
bably foreſaw dreadful confuſion among his poſterity : 
yet he teſtified his firm confidence, that the Lord 
would not withdraw his kindneſs from him, but fulfil 
that everlaſting Covenant, of which he had been per- 
mitted to partake. Of this Covenant, as the baſis of 
all intercourſe between God and finners, he expreſſed 


his high eſteem, declaring it to be complete and un- 


alterable, the ground of all his dependence, and the 
object of his warmeſt affections. It is © ordered in all 
things, and ſure,” ſaid the dying faint; © it is all my 
ſalvation, and all my deſire.” His hopes might ſeem 
to be checked by the very ſlow progreſs he had made 
in the divine life, or by the diſtance of time, through 
which he looked to the incarnation of the Redeemer : 
yet a belief of the faithfulneſs and love of God diſ- 
perſed his fears . He concluded his teſtimony with a 
deſcription of the character and deſtruction of ungodly 


men. He had ſeen his own throne eſtabliſhed ; and 


he was confident that the kingdom of Jeſus muſt proſ- 
per, in ſpite of all oppoſition. Such as refuſe to ſub- 
mit are * ſons of Belial,” worthleſs and vexatious, 
like the thorns, which are caſt away, fit only to be 
burned: and the fire of the wrath of God awaits 
them. 


Although he make it not to grow,” v. 5, may be underſtood 
in either of theſe ſenſes ; the grace of the Covenant had not been 
in a vigorous ſtate within him; or * the Meſſenger and Surety of 
the Covenant” was not ſoon to appear. « 22053 
| Here, 
$ 
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Here, then, we have a decided proof, that he died 
under the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, in an exerciſe 
of faith and hope, the moſt glorious that can be con- 
ceived. To ſuch caſes as this we are not afraid to 
appeal, for a full atteſtation of the reality and excellence 
of religion. It is no © cunningly deviſed fable” of 
impoſtors, no pleaſing dream of viſionaries and enthu- 
ſiaſts. There is that in it, which can take away every 
bitter ingredient in affliction, and inſpire confidence 
and joy in the near proſpect of death and eternity. Is 
this bleſſedneſs what we have attained? Can we meet 
our laſt enemy with the ſame tranquillity and courage? 
We feel the approaches of our diſſolution : do we not 
inquire, What will ſupport us in it? What will ena- 
ble us to triumph over it ? 

We ſhall learn from the king of Iſrael, that no 
elevation of rank, no outward ſplendour will then bear 


up the mind; nor will the recollection of the moſt 


eminent ſervices, we have performed, be a firm ground 
of reliance: but the knowledge of the Son of God, and 
a clear view of our intereſt in © the everlaſting Cove- 
nant” will make us more than conquerors. What 
ſhould caſt down the believer ? Not his perſonal, nor 
his domeſtic troubles, not even his ſhame and diſtreſs 
for his miſconduct and declenſions. Let the merciful. 
engagements of God in Chriſt be properly appre- 
hended and refted in, and it will be no preſumption 
for him to rejoice. Have we, then, conſidered the 
Saviour, according to this exalted deſcription of him ? 
Are we convinced of the equity of his government, and 
become his obedient ſubjects? Have we felt the 

cheering 
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cheering beams of this“ Sun of Righteouſneſs? 
Have the refreſhing ſhowers of his grace given life and 
vigour to our ſouls? He, to whom David looked 
forward through a period of a thouſand years, has 
now appeared, and “ confirmed the Covenant.” Can 
unbelief itſelf require a ſtronger baſis of hope and 
expectation? Have we © taken hold of this Cove- 
nant?” How, then, do we eſteem it? Do we ad- 
mire it, as © ordered in all things,“ © perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing? And can we credit its pro- 
miſes, as * ſure?” Is this our whole dependence to- 
wards God? And 1s it the delire of our hearts, that 
ne may continue to enjoy its bleſſings upon earth, and 
obtain the completion of them in heaven? This 
would be indeed to reſemble the dying Patriarch. But 
how numerous are “ the ſons of Belial!” O fear to 
be found in the company of thoſe, who are diſaffected 
to the intereſts of the Prince of peace. ' Ah! what ag- 
gravated ruin awaits them! Their violent tempers 
may now threaten to wound thoſe who ſhall reſiſt 
them, like the ſharp- pointed thorns ; but the execu- 
tioners of the divine vengeance ſhall be ſufficiently 
armed to deſtroy them, and ſhall © bind them in bun- 
ies to burn them.” | 

This eminent ſervant of God, we have ſeen, had 
been obſcured by many a dark cloud, but at laſt his 
ſun went down with uncommon ſplendour. © He died 
in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour “.“ 
« After he had ſerved his own generation by the will of 
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God, he fell on ſleep, and was laid unto his fathers, 
and ſaw corruption *.“ In his life he had been actuated 
by an uniform regard to the will and the glory of God, 
while he ſtudied to ptomote the beſt intereſts of his 
people; and his end was in peace: the good man cloſed 
his day of labour with compoſure and ſerenity, juſt as 
the wearied go to reſt. Great and uſeful as he had 
been, he was not exempted from the ſtroke of death; 
but, like all his fathers before him, he experienced the 
original ſentence againſt ſin, Duſt thou art, and unto 
duſt ſhalt thou return.“ Such is the concluſion of all 
human grandeur, Kings as well as beggars mult lie 
down in the grave, and ſee corruption. Let us not 
covet thoſe envied diſtinctions, which we muſt ſoon 
reſign, but ſeek for thav true excelleney of character, 
which alone will accompany us into the eternal world, 
Let us turn from the conſideration of David to a ſe- 
rious examination of ourſelves, . Are we ſerving God 
in our generation, as this illuſtrious Prophet did? Or 
have we the ſame bleſſed confidence, that we ſhall 
tc behold the face of God in righteouſneſs, and be ſa- 
tisfied, when we awake with his likeneſs 1?“ The 
time of our departure cannot be far diſtant. May we 
t give diligence to make our calling and election ſure, 
and count not our lives dear unto us, ſo that we may 
finiſh our courſe with joy, and receive the promiſe of 
eternal inheritance, among the ſaints in light!“ Amen. 


* Acts xiii. 36, ” + Pfal. xvii. 15. 
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A TYPE OF CHRIST; 
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David, à preacher and inſpired writer — bis pſalms, pre- 
dictions of Chriſt—bis imprecations—con/idered as a type 
of Meſſiah, who was called by the ſame name, and born 
in the ſame town—a ſhepherd appointed of God to the 
kingdom—long oppoſed— reproached and perſecuted— 
under ſpiritual deſertion—head of the heathen, as well 
as of all Iſrael—ruled in righteouſne/s—vegulated the 
divine ſervice—pardoned enemies, and puniſhed the ob- 

| flinately rebellious confirmed in the kingdom by Cove- 
uant—yet far inferior to the Saviour. 


Tus life and character of David are of ſuch pecu- 
liar eminence in the ſacred writings, that they demand 
a large ſhare of attention in theſe practical obſerva- 
tions. It will appear, that he was much honoured of 
God, if we remark the very high exaltation to which 
he roſe, the continual protection and ſupport he re- 
ceived from heaven, and the extenſive conqueſts and 
dominion beſtowed upon him. Nor did theſe conſti- 
tute his chief glory: we admire the exceeding grace 
of God in his ſpiritual attainments; and when we 
conſider the depth of his contrition, the ſtrength of his 
faith, the fervour of his love, the activity of his obe- 
dience, we are not afraid to aſſert, that, in this ſenſe, 

Vor. II, O « he 
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tc he found favour before God,” and was © a man after 
his own heart “.“ 

In another view alſo, we look up to him with vene- 
ration, as a preacher of righteouſneſs, a prophet of the 
Lord, and one of the inſpired authors of the holy 
ſcriptures. His poetical compoſitions evince the ſub- 
limity of his genius: but they are to be regarded as 
ſuperior to the productions of mere human abilities; 
for they are © the word of God:“ it was © the Holy 
Ghoſt, who ſpake by the mouth of David f.“ Theſe 
divine hymns were intended, not for inſtruction only, 
but as models of prayer and praiſe for the Church in 
all ages, to aſſiſt us in our private addreſſes to God, 
and to enliven our public devotions. Many things, 
indeed, will be found in them, as might be expected, 
unſuitable to our caſe, ſince our circumſtances widely 
differ from his. But they exhibit an excellency of 
character, which we ſhould ſtudy to imitate. Perhaps, 
their principal recommendation is, that they contain 
ſuch glorious predictions concerning the Saviour of the 
world. Some have thought, that they all have a re- 

ference to Chriſt; but, not to inſiſt on this opinion, a 
large part of them confeſſedly belong to Him. Even 
where there mult be a literal application to David, we 

are compelled to ſeek for a much nobler ſenſe, and to 
fix our regard on the great Redeemer. 

The pſalms deſcribe, more clearly than any other 
portion of the old teſtament, Him who was to come, 
« the conſolation of Iſrael.” There we perceive the 
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high dignity and myſterious perſon of Chriſt, who is 
David's Lord as well as David's Son, and who, as the _ 
ſupreme God, demands the love, truſt, and worſhip of 
his people. We learn what offices He ſuſtains for 
them, and behold him as their Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King, their Shepherd, Huſband, Leader, and Interceſ- 
ſor. We view him in all the different ſtages of his hu- 
miliation, aſſuming our nature, making his abode on 
the earth in circumſtances of unparalleled meanneſs, 
contempt, perſecution, and miſery, and at laſt cloſing 
his ſuffering life by an ignominious and painful death. 
The very manner, in which he was to be betrayed, 
mocked, ſcourged, crucified, is pointed out with an 
aſtoniſhing exactneſs. We hear the deriſions of his 
enemies, and his own heavy complaints, when he was 
hanging on the croſs. We are led with him to the 
grave; but we alſo obſerve him riſing from the-dead, 
| before he ſaw corruption. His return to the higheſt 
heavens, with a complete triumph over the powers of 
darkneſs, is accurately deſcribed ; and we are warned 
to look for his ſecond advent, when He ſhall judge the 
world in righteouſneſs. 

What a chain of connected and valuable prophecy 
is here! We praiſe the condeſcenſion of our God, 
in giving ſuch clear information of the grace of the 
Goſpel to his ſervant David, and in preſerving theſe 
holy records for the confirming of our faith and en- 
livening of our hope. O let us ſtudy che pſalms with | 
an eſpecial regard to Chriſt, that we may view the Sa- 
viour there! And, while we read them upon our 
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knees, let us pray for © the Spirit of wiſdom and re- 
velation in the knowledge of Him.“ 

But, though David appears to have been elevated in 
his devotions, and favoured with remarkable diſcove- 
rics of the character, the work, the ſufferings, and the 
glory of the Redeemer, it is objected, that he poſſeſſed 
a bitter and implacable {pirit againſt his eppoſers; and 
the imprecations, contained in his own poetical com- 
poſitions, are adduced in ſupport of the charge. This 
is an important ſubject; but our plan will neither re- 
quire nor permit us to conſider it at large. Yet ſome 
things may be ſuggeſted in reply. It cannot be ſaid, 
ſurely, that the preceding hiſtory exhibits him as a 
man of a ſanguinary, vindictive temper. How many 
proofs are given to the contrary! Nay, we may ven- 
ture to appeal to various paſſages of the pſalms them- 
ſelves, for an undeniable teſtimony of his compaſſion, 
lenity, and forgiveneſs towards the moſt injurious and 
murderous enemies. Theſe obſervations ſhould lead 
us to a more favourable conſtruction of ſuch parts, as 
wear a different aſpect. There are other folid reaſons, 
which incline us ſo to interpret the maledictions in 
queſtion, as to vindicate the moral character of David. 

The Lord God himſelf preſided as the chief magiſ- 
trate, in the adminiſtration of the Jewiſh government, 
which has therefore been called a TyzocRacy, To 
Him the injured ſubje& was taught to look up for re- 
dreſs, and from Him the obſtinately rebellious were 
warned to expect condign puniſhment, In this view, 
then, David might appeal to God, entreating Him to 
determine the equity of his cauſe by inflicting the 

5 threatened 
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threatened penalty on his enemies. This at leaſt will 
juſtify many of thoſe places, in which he appears to 
pour forth bitter curſes. Thus he cried in his diſtreſs, 
« Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry, give 
ear unto my prayer that goeth not out of feigned lips. 
Let my ſentence come forth from thy preſence : let 
thine eyes behold the things that are equal *.” 

It has often been urged, that, by ſuppoſing a change 
in the mode of ſpeech, which is uſual in the Hebrew 
language F, the imprecations are no other than predic- 
tions of evil. The moſt calamitous events, then, which 
ſeem to be deſired and prayed for, may be only fore- 
told as about to happen: and when it is ſaid, *. Let it 
be thus done,“ it may be fairly tranſlated, at leaſt in 
many places, © It ſhall be ſo accompliſhed.“ Such 
declarations do not imply, that the ſpeaker or the 
writer really wiſhed for thoſe events, or felt any impa- 
tience, malice, or revenge. Otherwiſe, we mult 
charge theſe deteſtable tempers upon the moſt holy 
men, at the very time when the Spirit of God reſted on 
them in an eminent degree. They uttered what was 
agreeable to His will, and by that particular form of 
ſpeech might deſign to teſtify their obedient acquief- 
cence in it, even though extremely afflictive to them- 
felves, Let it be allowed, then, that David, as a 
prophet, wrote under the divine inſpiration, and all 
objections againſt his moſt tremendous curfes mult be 
removed. For who are we, that we ſhould preſume 


: * Pſal. xvii. 1, 2. 
+ By the figure Enallage, the imperative mood may be uſed for 
me future tenſe of the indicative. a 
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to cavil with the denunciations of Jehovah ?——It is 
evident, that this is a fair ſtatement of the caſe, becauſe 
ſome of the moſt offenſive paſſages in the pſalms are 
in the new teſtament aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt. 
Compare Pal. Ixix 2 5. and cix. 8, with Acts, i. 16, 
20.— Theſe 1mp\iccations, therefore, cannot be 
pleaded in defence of angry and malicious words, 
ſince they are no patteins for our imitation, being de- 
livered on extraordinary occaſions, and by One ſuſ- 
taining an extraordinary Character. 

In many of them, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, is the chief ſpeaker ; and He himſelf, 
as the ſupreme and righteous Judge, paſſes ſentence on 
his enemies, and demands their deſtruction. Thus it 
is He, rather than David, who ſays concerning thoſe, 
who © gave him gall for his meat, and in his, thirſt 
gave him vinegar to drink,” * Pour out thine indigna- 
tion upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold 
of them :” © Let this be the reward of mine adverſaries 
from the Lord, and of them that ſpeak evil of my 
ſoul *. And ſhall we dare to quarrel with his deci- 
ſions? It becomes us to confeſs their equity, © Even 
ſo, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments 1!“ 

It is certain, that David was an eminent type of 
Chriſt; and that he frequently ſpake, as concerning 
himſelf, what was applicable only to the great antitype. 
This obſervation, which is not controverted, opens a 
new field of inquiry. It would, indeed, be contrary 
to our plan, to enter largely into it; but, as the ſub- 


* Plal. Ixix. 21, 24. cix. 20, + Rev. xvi. 7. 
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ject 18 highly intereſting, and as it may tend to illuſ- 
trate many paſſages in the pſalms and prophecies, we 
cannot wholly paſs it by. May we diſcover more of 
the glory and grace of our Redeemer from every freſh 
repreſentation of him; and, while we are looking at the 
figure, may we perceive and admire the excellency of 
the divine Original! 

In the old teſtament the Meſſiah is poĩnted out to 
us by the name of David, not merely becauſe it was 
deſigned, that in his human nature he ſhould deſcend 
from the ſame family, but becauſe he ſhould reſemble 
that illuſtrious Progenitor. The bleſſings of redemp- 
tion are therefore called © the ſure mercies of David *.“ 
For the ſame reaſon alſo, long after that Prince was 
laid in the duſt, it was declared, that the nation ſhould 
be recovered from their captivity, and © ſerve the 
Lord their God and David their king +.” The new 
teſtament, which is careful to aſſert the completion of 
the old, introduces to our view the glorious Perſonage 
promiſed to the Jews, as the ſon and ſucceſſor of their 
ancient ruler. Thus the Angel Gabriel announces 
his approach, “ The Lord God ſhall give unto him 
the throne of his father David F.” 

We ſhall inquire, then, briefly, of what ſort this 
typical reſemblance is, and what inſtruction we may 
derive from it. We ſhall not, indeed, inſiſt on every 
inſtance of likeneſs, which a fruitful fancy might 
imagine, but touch only on thoſe points, which are 
clear and generally allowed. It might ſeem too trifling 


M fa, Iv. 3, f Jer. xxx. 9. Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24. Xxxvii. 
24, 25. Hol, iii. 5. t Luke, i. 32. 
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to mention, that the very ſame place, the town of 
Bethlehem, gave birth to “ the offspring of David,” 
as well as to the diſtinguiſhed anceſtor, But even 
this circumſtance was the ſubject of an expreſs pro- 
phecy, and effected by a very ſingular interpoſition of 
Providence“. Perhaps, alſo, it deſerves our notice, 
that David in his original employment as a ſhepherd, 
prefigured the Saviour. For while he flew the hon 
and the bear, in the defence of his flock t, he exhibit- 
ed a ſtriking repreſentation of © the good ſhepherd,” 
who fleeth not when he ſeeth the wolf coming, nor 
leaveth the ſheep to his aſſaults, but, rather than one 
of them ſhould periſh, layeth down his life for 
them . How great is His condeſcenſion, in under- 
taking their cauſe! How perfect their ſecurity, who 
confide in His care! 

The ſon of Jeſſe was appointed of God to his high 
office, and conſecrated to it with the holy oil. The 
caſe of our exalted Leader is the ſame. Though, in 
his external appearance, mean © as a root out of a 
dry ground,” He was ſet apart for his work in the 
counſels of Heaven from eternity, © choſen of God,” 
conſecrated by the Spirit, and thus “ anointed with 
the oil of gladneſs above his fellows &.” Such is the 
deſcription given of him by the Father, who demands 
our attention to him on this ground ||. Herein we 
perceive the eminent qualifications of Meſſiah the 
Prince,” and admire the harmony of the three Perſons, 
concerting and accompliſhing the plan of Redemption. 


* Mic. v. 2. Luke, ii. 1.5. | + 1 Sam. xvii. 36. 
t John, x. 11-15. $ Pſal. xlv. 7. U Iſa. xlii. 1. 
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We confeſs our obligations to obey Him, who comes 
to reign over us; © for Him hath God the Father 
ſealed “.“ | 

David was deſigned for the kingdom, and the de- 
cree, to eſtabliſh him in it, was publiſhed many years 
before he received the full poſſeſſion, He had to paſs 
through a ſeries of painful and complicated trials, in 
order to attain the promiſe. Thus alſo the acceſſion 
of Jeſus to the dominion intended for him was long 
oppoſed. Though the Lord God had declared his 
fixed determination, to © ſet his King upon his holy 
hill of Zion t,“ He choſe to permit various attempts, 
repugnant to his purpoſe, and“ to make the Captain 
of our ſalvation perfect through ſufferings .“ The 
man after God's own heart is exhibited, through a 
conſiderable portion of his life, in a ſtate of reproach, 
perſecution, and diſtreſs. But all compariſori fails, 
when we advert to the caſe of Him, who in his hu- 
miliation was more afflicted than any other, « a man 
of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief d. Yet a ſimi» 
litude in certain points muſt be allowed. 

The expectations of David probably expoſed him 
to many envious cenſures. His own kindred, in par- 
ticular, reviled him, as acting from ambitious views 
and other corrupt principles. When firſt he diſcover- 
ed his eminent abilities, © I know thy pride, and the 
naughtineſs of thy heart, was the ſlanderous and cruel 
ſpeech of his elder brother |. We remember Jeſus 
alſo, coming under the very ſame malicious charges 


* John vi. 27. + Pſal. ii. 6. f Heb. ii. 10. 5 Iſa. hi. 3. 
|} Sam. xvii. 28. | | | 
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from his near relations according to the fleſh, When 
his divine power was manifeſted in his miracles, they 
ſuggeſted, that he courted the public notice, and aim 
ed at popularity, © ſeeking to be known openly.” * If 
thou do theſe things,” ſaid they, © ſhew thyſelf to the 
world.” © For neither did his brethren believe in 
him *.” Shall the followers of Chriſt, then, wonder 
or ſtagger in their minds, when they meet with ſneers 
and contempt? © If they have called the Maſter of 
the houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call 
them of his houſehold F ?? Nay, we are taught to ex- 
pect this very treatment from thoſe, with whom we are 
moſt intimately connected . | 

In the very long perſecution, which David endured 
from the rage and tyranny of Saul, we perceive a re- 
ſemblance of *“ the holy child Jeſus, againſt whom 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and 
the people of Iſrael, were gathered together ö.“ He, 
whom the Lord intended to ſet upon the throne of 
Iſrael was obliged to fly for his life from place to place, 
and to hide himſelf in the dens and caves of the earth; 
ſo that, to appearance, he was often on the very point 
of periſhing. Herein he repreſented the glorious Per- 
ſon, to whom the univerfal kingdom belongs. For He 
alſo wandered from town to town, and very frequently, 
to avoid the violence of his adverſaries, concealed 
himſelf from them, and eſcaped from their fury, only 
by a miraculous flight |. Ah! who ſhall dare to 


* John vii. 3—5. + Matt. x. 25. Tx. 36. Acts 
iv. 27. Luke iv. 30. John viii. 59. x. 39. 
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complain of outward tribulations, with ſuch examples 
as theſe before his eyes ? 

The ground of the oppoſition was the fame in both 
caſes; an apprehenſion, that the eſtabliſhed govern- 
ment was in danger. Saul conſidered the fon of Jeſſe 
as his rival: Herod allo ſuſpected, that his power 
would be ſubverted by Him, © who was born king of 
the Jews *;” and there were thoſe who ſuggeſted to 
Pilate, that the claims of Jeſus would effectually ruin 
the intereſts of the Roman Emperors 7. The conclu- 
ſion in each inſtance was falſe and invidious. And let 
not holy men in any age or country be ſurpriſed, if 
their deſigns be miſrepreſented in the very ſame way, 
and they be reproached as © troublers of Iſrael,“ or 
as © turning the world upſide down 4.“ 

David alſo met with formidable reſiſtance from other 
quarters. Not to mention the hoſtile attempts of the 
Philiſtines, the Ammonites, and the Syrians, it will 
be recollected that his own nation remained for a long 
time diſaffected towards him, and ſcemed ready to 
join in every conſpiracy and rebellion againſt him. 
Some, who had profeſſed a ſtrong attachment to him, 
forſook his cauſe; and One in particular, who had 
been a partner of his counſels, and his familiar com- 
panion, proved a traitor, and ſought his deſtruction, 
Theſe were painful circumſtances indeed. But they 
exhibit, though in a faint manner, the oppoſition againſt 
Meſſiah. Not only have the Gentiles been averſe to His 
government, but when © he came unto his own, his 


Matt. ii. 2, &. + John xix. 12. 41 Kings xvill. 17: 
Acts xvii. vi. 
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| own received him not *.” His citizens hated him, 
and ſent a meſſage after him, ſaying, © We will not 
have this man to reign over us f.“ A murderer was 
preferred to the Prince of life; and © Not this man, 
but Barabbas, was the general cry 4. Many, who 
had favoured him, exclaimed, © Crucify him, crucify 
him.” Even his ſelect company of friends did not 
continue ſteadfaſt, but fled from him &. One eſpecially, 
who had been a near attendant upon his perſon, en- 
truſted with his counſels, of a character exactly ſimilar 
to that of Ahitophel, a baſe apoſtate, betrayed him into 
the hands of his enemies ||. It will not be overlooked, 
that the execrable wickedneſs of Judas 1s deſcribed, 
and his awful ſentence denounced, in thoſe very 
pſalms, which might be originally compoſed with a 
reference to Ahitophel J. We admire the meekneſs 
and ſubmiſſion of David in his deepeſt afflictions; but 
Jeſus, more than any other example, will teach us to 
ce poſſeſs our ſouls in patience,” and to ſay, © The cup 
which my father hath given me, ſhall I not drink 
it **?” Ah! how little have we learned to ſuffer as 

becometh Chriſtians ! | 
David received, in ſome of his heavieſt trials, a 
large meaſure of divine conſolations. But there were 
ſeaſons of darkneſs, in which his ſoul was diſmayed, 
when he complained unto God, as one utterly aban- 
doned and abhorred. We behold the Saviour allo, 
though ever dear to God, under fpiritual deſertion, 
and overwhelmed with the dread of his Father's wrath, 

* John i. 11. + Luke xix. 14 1 John xviii. 40. 


Matt. xxvi. 56. | xxvi. 14, 48. + Plal. Ixix. and cix. 
** John xviii. 11. 
In 


In that moſt tremendous ſituation, the Son of David 
cried out in the words of his progenitor, © My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me *?” The chil- 
dren of God may ſometimes be in a ſimilar cafe, and 
adopt the ſame expreſſions of diſtreſs. But both theſe 
inſtances will inſtruct us, that, though © weeping may 
endure for a night, joy cometh in the morning .“ Let 
us look to the end, nor refuſe to © ſuffer with Jeſus, 
that we may be alſo glorified together.“ 

David was a man of war, and the leader of the ar- 
mies of Iſrael, He ſtood forth as an undaunted 
champion in their cauſe, and conducted them from one 
glorious conqueſt to another. He alone dared to en- 
ter the liſts, and maintain a ſingle combat againſt the 
proud Goliath. Not indeed by human means, or by 
mere ſtrength of arm, but “ in the name of the 
Lord,” He fought, overcame, and deſtroyed the in- 
ſulting foe. At length he ſaw the perſecuting Saul 
removed, the Philiftines ſubdued, and all the neigh- 
bouring nations either deſolated, or made tributarv to 
him. Thoſe, who had preſumed to conſpire againſt 
him, were utterly defeated, and covered with confuſion, 
Thus, © after he had patiently endured, he obtained 
the promiſe,” and poſſeſſed a very extenſive dominion, 
He was conſtituted ſupreme governor of all the tribes 
of Iſrael, and, in a ſenſe alſo, “ the head of the hea- 
then Þ,” ſince many of them profeſſed allegiance to 
him. 

Such was the type, which exhibits a manifeſt re- 
ſemblance of Him, who © is given for a Leader and 


* Plal. xxii, 1. Matt. xxvii. 46. + Pſal. xxx. 5. f; xviii. 43. 
Commander,” 
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Commander” to all the ſpiritual Iſrael, He is, above 
all others, « ſtrong and mighty in battle.” He has 
lifted up an enſign to the people, and encouraged all 
his faithful ſoldiers with this aſſurance, that he will 
go before them, and fight for them. He has under- 
taken with his own arm to ſubdue the proud uſurper, 
who threatens and terrifies the hoſts of Iſrael. He 
has alſo prevailed againſt him; for © through death 
He has deſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is, the Devil “.“ We rejoice in tne victory, and 
believe that © the God of peace will bruiſe Satan un- 


der ou feet ſhortly +.” 


No reſiſtance could poſſibly prevent the Saviour 
from taking poſſeſſion of his kingdom. The united 
efforts of Jews and Gentiles did not defeat, but pro- 
mote his deſign, Even in his croſs, he triumphed 
over all the ſchemes of earth and hell; and his loweſt | 
humiliation prepared the way for his higheſt advance- 
ment. Juſt before his aſcenſion to glory, he ſaid, 
« All power is given unto me 1n heaven and in 
earth J.“ The Father hath “ ſet him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
alſo in that which is to come J.“ As yet, indeed, his 
ſpiritual government has not attained its utmoſt ex- 
tent and perfection; for it is in a ſtate of gradual in- 
creaſe and improvement. Many refuſe ſubmiſſion to 
his yoke, But © his people ſhall be willing in the 


* Heb. ii. 14. + Rom. xvi. 20. f Matt, xxviii. 18. 
$ Eph. i. 29, 21, 
day 
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day of his power *;” © yea, all kings ſhall fall down 
| before him; all nations ſhall ſerve him f. For © he 

muſt reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet 4.“ 
This is that © root of Jeſſe, which ſhall riſe to reign 
over the Gentiles: in Him ſhall the Gentiles truſt $.” 
The rebellious Jews, who ſtill perſiſt in their diſaf- 
fection to him, ſhall ſoon throw down their arms, ſhall 
ſue for mercy, and be ſubjected: to his authority. O 
let us pray for the further progreſs of this kingdom ! 
ce Gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, O moſt mighty; 
with thy glory and thy majeſty: And in thy majeſty 
ride proſperouſly I.“ | 

David's regal character is allowed to have been juſt 
and upright : and the beneficial effects of his govern- 
ment were felt through every part of the nation 4. 
From this view of the compariſon, alſo, “ let the chil- 
dren of Zion be joyful in their king,” All his diſpen- 
lations are like himſelf, © holy, and juſt, and good.“ 
His ſubjects, therefore, will derive the moſt valuable 
bleſſings from a cordial and unteſerved ſubmiſſion to 
him. Should they diſlike his appointments, or wiſh to 
be excuſed from obedience, they would, at the ſame 
time, be enemies to their own interelt, You, then, 
who complain of his conduct towards you, or cenſure 
his commands as too ſtrict and ſevere, underſtand nei- 
ther the excellency of his adminiſtration, nor the na- 
ture of real happineſs. We entreat you to bow down 
to our Jeſus; for in him is the prophecy fulfilled : 
« Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, that I will 


* Pſal. cx. 3. + Ixxii. 11. 1 1 Cor. xv. 25. Rom, xv. 12. 
Paal. xlv. 3,4. + 2 Sam. viii. 15. Pſal. Ixxvili. 72. 
: raiſe 
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208 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
Taiſe unto David a righteous branch, and a King ſhall 
reign and proſper, and ſhall execute judgment and 
Juſtice in the earth. In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, 
and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely: and this is his name, 
whereby he ſhall be called, THE Lorp our RIGHTE- 
OUSNESS *,”” | 

We have ſeen the attention of David to the divine 
ſervice. He fixed the due order of the Prieſts and 
Levites in their offices, and gave directions for the 
regular obſervance of the ſacred ordinances. And do 
we not perceive and admire, in our illuſtrious Head, 
a ſimilar care to promote the comfort and proſperity 


of his Church? He requires our ſerious regard to 


his own poſitive inſtitutions, which He has appointed 
« for the perfecting of the ſaints.” To him, therefore, 
we are taught to look, as to the great © maſter of aſ- 
ſemblies, and, in obedience to Him, we ſanctify 
his day, we frequent his houſe, we celebrate his ſacra- 
ments, we reverence his faithful miniſters, and liſten 
to © the word of reconciliation.” We rejoice allo, in 
the expectation of his preſence and bleſſing; for he 
has ſaid, LO! I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world +.” 

David has exhibited an amiable pattern in the for- 
giveneſs of his moſt violent oppoſers. But, though 
he wiſhed not their deſtruction, their continued diſaf- 
fection made it neceſſary to inflict the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ments. Such alſo is the government of Jeſus. He 
ce deſireth not the death of a ſinner, but rather that he 
may turn from his wickedneſs and live.” He weeps 


fer. . + Matt. xxviii. 20. 


over 
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over the moſt obdurate, entreats them to be recon- 
ciled, and offers them a full and free pardon, upon 
their unfeigned ſubmiſſion, But let not the rebellious, 
who perſiſt in their contempt of him, preſume upon 
impunity: © His enemies ſhall lick the duſt : He will 
deſtroy them that hate him: He will break them with 
a rod of iron: He will daſh them in pieces like a pot- 
ter's veſſel.” How forcible, then, is the application to 
every one of us, © Kiſs the Son, leſt He be angry, 
and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is kindled 
but a little. Bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in 
him “.“ ; 

The Lord God eſtabliſhed the covenant of royalty 
with David, and, by expreſs promiſe, enſured to his 
family the poſſeſſion of the throne of Judah Ff. This 
was emblemarical of * the everlaſting Covenant,” 
which the Father has been pleaſed to make with his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, for the perpetuity of His kingdom 
through all generations. Such 1s the gracious decla- 
ration, addreſſed, indeed, to David as the type, but 
in words which are ſuitable only to the great antitype 
« My- mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and 
my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him. His ſeed alſo 
will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the 
days of heaven . Here, then, we perceive our own 
ſecurity under our exalted Leader. The Lord Jeſus 
reigneth: and ſo firm is the foundation on which his 
government reſts, that “the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it $.” If by faith we become obedient 


* Pal. Ixxii. 9. xviii. 40. li.g. 12. f Pal. cxxxul, 11, 
Ixxxix. 4. $ 28, 29. $ Matt. xvi. 18, 


Vor. II. 4 ts 
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to Him, we are entitled to the benefits of the covenant | 
we are his ſeed, to whom the promiſes belong; and he 
ſays to us, © Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo “.“ 

In every view, with which this compariſon has pre- 
ſented us, we diſcover the infinite ſuperiority of the Sa- 
viour. Nor is it poſſible, that any reſemblance ſhould 
give us an adequate conception of his dignity and 
glory. In his human nature, He may be repreſented 
by a man like ourſelves; but he poſſeſſes divine per- 
fections, and is above all deſcription, as being © the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon F.“ The dominion alſo, which He ex- 
ercifes, furpaſſes in its excellency, its advantages, its 
extent and duration, all the kingdoms which have been, 
or can be, eſtabliſned on the earth. All others muſt 
fall before it, and finally be ſwallowed up in it T; and 
Jeſus “ ſhall reign for ever and ever 5. 

Enough has been ſaid, to ſhew us our unſpeakable 
obligations to the Son of God. Shall we not, then, 
reverence, worſhip, love, truſt, and obey Him ? Shall 
we not indulge a holy joy and triumph, while we con- 
fide in Him ? Shall we not remain true to his intereſts, 
and exert every faculty to promote his cauſe in the 
world? Shall we not ſhout *« Hoſanna to his name,” 
and pray that“ the whole earth may be filled with his 
glory?” May He take to himſelf his great power, 
and ſo extend his reign, that © the kingdoms of this 
world may become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Chriſt!” Amen. | 
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SOLOMON, 


Go HAS FEE 
SECT. 1. 


Solomon — his birth and names—appointed to the throne 
puniſhed offenders—his attention to religion, and the 
Lord's favour to him—prayed for, and obtained wiſ- 
dom. his diſcernment in judging —his peace, proſperity, 
magnificence, and underſtanding —an inſpired writer — 
built the temple at Feruſalem—dedicated it to God, and 
received freſh aſſurances of the divine regard. 


Tas ſcripture hiſtory debaſes the pride of all human 
glory, and exhibits, in each character we contemplate, 
ſufficient cauſe for the deepeſt humiliation. The per- 
ſon, whoſe life comes next in order, repreſents our na- 
ture, at one time in a ſtate of higheſt advancement, 
and at another reduced to extreme infamy. Here we 
behold a man, who was raiſed above the level of his 
ſpecies, not only by his rank, but by the excellency of 
his underſtanding, who yet degenerated to a degree of 
. folly and wickedneſs, which, in ſuch an inſtance, we 
ſhould have ſuppoſed impoſſible. Where, except in 
our firſt parent, have we met with a ſimilar example ; 
the moſt eminent wiſdom diſgraced by the baſeſt apoſ- 
taſy? Perhaps, we may be at a loſs to pronounce 
concerning the final condition of Solomon, nor is it 
neceſſary, The inſtructions, to be derived from this 
p P 2 awful 
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awful caſe, are neither doubtful, nor unintereſting to 
any one, Let us ſet ourſelves to the conſideration of 
it with true ſeriouſneſs of mind, and with earneſt prayer, 
that, whatever might be the ſtate of Solomon, We 
may not be © of them who draw back unto perdition, 
but of them that believe to the ſaving of the ſoul.” 

Our expectations concerning this illuſtrious perſonage 
are raiſed, antecedently to his birth, while we obferve, 
that he was the ſubject of a remarkable prediction, 
delivered to his father David. „ Behold,” ſaid God, 
& a ſon ſhall be born to thee, who ſhall be a man of 
reſt, and 1 will give him veſt from all his enemies 
round about: for his name ſhall be SoLomon “, and I 
will give peace and quietneſs unto Iſrael in his days. 
He ſhall build an houſe for my name, and he ſhall be 
my Son, and I will be his Father, and I will eſtabliſh 
the throne of his kingdom over Iſrael for ever f.“ 
Doubtleſs, there was a reference herein to the Meſſiah, 
the greater Son of David, whom Solomon prefigured. 
But we are allo led to look for a peculiar eminence of 
Years before character in David's immediate ſucceſſor. 
crit, 1233 As ſoon as he was brought into the world, 
a prophet was commiſſioned to declare the divine fa- 
vour toward him, and to give him a name expreſſive 
of this regard. * The Lord loved him, and ſent by 
the hand of Nathan the prophet, and called his name 
Jedidiah , becauſe of the Lord .” After ſuch in- 
formation, we cannot but inquire, « What manner of 
child ſhall this be?“ 


* That is PeactanLe. + 1 Chron. xxil. 9, 10. 
1 That is, BzeLoveD of THE Loxp. 5 2 Sam. Kii. 24, 25+ 


He 
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Years before He was appointed to the throne by the 
Chriſt, 1015. direction of God; and, on that ground, 
David cauſed him to be publicly conſecrated and ad- 
mitted to the regal office, before his own death. An 
oppoſition was made to his acceſſion by the elder bro- 
ther Adonijah, but ſoon defeated ; and the kingdom 
was fully eſtabliſhed in the hands of Solomon *. He 
came to the crown with every conceivable advantage, 
and the moſt hopeful appearances. The beginning of 
his reign, indecd, ſeems to be ſtained with blood ; and 
we might apprehend the moſt ſanguinary and tyranni- 
cal proceedings in the ſequel, from ſome of his firſt 
acts, which yet might be a proper and neceſſary exer- 
ciſe of juſtice, 

Adonijah, who had endeavoured to ſeize the reins 
of government, and had been pardoned only condition- 
ally, probably {till entertained treaſonable deſigns. It 
was therefore a matter of political expediency at leaſt, 
to fruſtrate the plot by inſtantly removing the rebel. 

Abiathar, the high prieſt, had deſerved to die, for 
taking part with the conſpirators : but, from a regard 
to the ſervices which he performed for David in his 
affliction, the puniſhment was mitigated : he was thruſt 
out of his office, and baniſhed to a retired ſituation. 

Joab, that turbulent and factious General, had long 
merited the ſevereſt vengeance of the law, and ſtill 
remained diſaffected to the reigning prince. Solomon, 
| therefore, commanded him to be dragged even from 
the ſanctuary, and ſlain: and herein he acted agreeably 


* 1 Kings & 5, Ke. ii. 12, &c. 
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to the word of God“, as well as conſulted the peace 

and ſecurity of the ſtate. | 
Shimei too was a dangerous character. He expe- 

rienced the royal clemency for a time ; but at length 


he violated: his oath, and proved by his perfidy, that 
he could no longer be confided in; and therefore he 


alſo fell by the hand of juſtice. 

In theſe inſtances we perceive no good reaſon for 
cenſuring the conduct of Solomon. He was intruſted 
with the ſupreme authority © for the puniſhment of 
evil doers;” and it is required of civil magiſtrates, that 
they © bear not the ſword in vain.”—Thus the Lord 
God fulfilled his own promiſe, confounded and de- 
ſtroyed every enemy to the ſucceſſion which He had 
appointed, and confirmed Solomon in the complete 
and undiſputed poſſeſſion of the regal power. The 
hearts of the people were firmly attached to their new 
prince. They obeyed, they loved, they revered him, 
This alſo was of the Lord, who © magnified Solomon 
exceedingly in the ſight of all Iſrael, and beſtowed upon 


him ſuch royal majeſty, as had not been on any king 


before him in Iſrael F.” 

We are taught to fee and acknowledge the hand of 
the Lord in every event. The univerſal kingdom 1s 
His; and © He doeth according to his will.” Men 
may oppoſe, but they cannot fruſtrate his counſels, 
«© The powers that be are ordained of God.” If 
their ſubjects be preſerved in peace and due allegiance, 
even this is from Him, © who alone can order the un- 
ruly wills and affections of. ſinful men.” The favour 


© EX. xxi. 14. + 1 Chron, xxix. 25. 4 
and 
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and influence, we obtain with others, is ſuch as He 
gives us. All perſonal accompliſhments, mental en- 
dowments, and abilities for public uſcfulneſs, are His 
grant, conferred and reſumed at His pleaſure. How 
forcibly do theſe conſiderations incite us to admire, 
love, truſt, and ſerve the Lord God Almighty ! Let us 
live in dependence upon Him for all we want, exert 
every faculty for the honour of his name, and aſcribe 
to his ſovereign mercy every bleſſing we enjoy. © For 
of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things: 
to whom be glory for ever! Amen“ .“ | 

Solomon was diſtinguiſhed by the ſplendour of his 
majeſty ; but it is a higher recommendation of him, 
that © he loved the Lord, walking in the ſtatutes of 
David his father f.“ He appeared mindful of the 
many pious exhortations he had received from his aged 
parent, and began his reign with ſuch a ſerious atten- 
tion to religion, and to the ſacred ordinances, as 
ſeems to warrant the concluſion, that he was truly de- 
voted to the ſervice of his God. It is remarked, in- 
deed, as an objection to his character, that he com- 
plied with the cuſtom, to which the people were ex- 
tremely addicted, of ſacrificing and performing other 
rites © in high places,” after the manner of the heathen 
nations. Whatever might be his motive, the action 
itſelf was wrong, and of a dangerous tendency. It be- 
comes us to take care, that our very good be not evil 
ſpoken of; and therefore we mult © abſtain from all 
appearance of evil.“ 


* Rom. xi. 36. + 1 Kings iii. 3, &c. 
P 4 Soon 
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Soon after his acceſſion to the throne, he held a feſti- 
val of peculiar ſolemnity, at the head of all his nobles 
and the elders of Iſrael, before the ancient tabernacle of 
Moſes, which was fixed at Gibeon *#. There he wor- 
ſhipped the Lord according to the regular and inſtitut- 
ed mode, ſupplicating the divine bleſſing upon himſelf 
and his people; and there he received a ſingular ma- 
nifeſtation of the favour of Heaven. God appeared to 

him in © the viſions of the night,” and propoſed to 
give him whatever he ſhould aſk. Solomon abuſed 
not the gracious and extenſive offer ; for his mind had 
been previouſly prepared to aſk aright. What, then, 
was the choice of the young prince? Not an increaſe 
of wealth, or power, or honour, but wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding, that he might diſcharge his important 
truſt, to the glory of God, and the benefit of his ſub- 
jects. In humble adoration of that goodneſs which 
had raiſed him to the moſt elevated rank, under a deep 
ſenſe of the weakneſs and inexperience of his youth, and 
from an apprehenſion of peculiar difficulties in his ar- 
duous fituation, he earneſtly beſought the Lord to in- 
ſpire him with ſuch knowledge, that he might“ mi- 
niſter judgment to the people in uprightneſs.” The 
petition pleaſed the Lord, who therefore declared, that 
his utmoſt deſires ſhould be ſatisfied, and that, even 
what he had not ſolicited, additional riches and dignity, 
far beyond the poſſeſſions of other kings, ſhould be 
granted him. Length of days, alſo, was promiſed to 
him, on the condition of his perſevering obedience. 
From this ſolemnity he returned to Jeruſalem, and 
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there again, with fervent gratitude, he offered many 
facrifices, and ſealed his vows before the ark of the 
covenant. Such a public teſtimony in favour of reli- 
gion could not but produce the moſt beneficial conſe- 
quences throughout the nation. _ 

WE are not called to the like advancement, nor 
ought we to expect the fame revelation as Solomon, 
But there is not one, even in the loweſt circumſtances, 
who is not bound to worſhip the Lord, and to pay a 
ſerious regard to all the ordinances which He has ap- 
pointed. And as none are exempted from the obliga- 
tion, ſo there is the ſtrongeſt encouragement for all, 
to © ſeek the Lord and his ſtrength.” Through Jeſus 
Chriſt, as our prevailing advocate, the throne of grace 
is acceſſible, not to kings only, but to perſons of the 
meaneſt rank : and the propoſal made to Solomon is, 
in effect, applied to every one of us, © Aſk what I 
ſhall give thee,” For thus ſays our Redeemer, * If 
ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name, I will do it *.“ But 
do we obſerve a general attention to the ſervice of God? 
Do young men, eſpecially, and thoſe who poſſeſs riches 
and power, diſcover the ſame earneſt defire as Solomon, 
to obtain the divine bleſſing? Who is there, of this 
deſcription, that has dedicated himſelf to the God of 
heaven? How many are devoting their beit years to 
vanity and fin ? Regardleſs of all the ſpiritual benefits, 
which the Goſpel offers, and with an utter contempr of 
* the wiſdom that is from above,” they covet only an 
increaſe of thoſe gifts which will gratify their ambition 
or ſenſual affections. But you, who are taught to pray 


* John xiv. 14. 


for 
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for grace, that you may glorify God in your proper 

ſtation, adore that mercy, which has made you to differ 

from others; and be aſſured that He, who has thus 

diſpoſed your hearts, will approve and fulfil your peti- 

tions. Entreat him, then, that he would impart to you 

the knowledge and love of himſelf, an intereſt in his 
covenant, a conformity to his image, an ability to ſerve 

him, and a lively hope of his kingdom ; and you need 

not fear a repulſe. Continue, at leaſt, to urge your 

requeſts, and you ſhall not finally be denied. Nay, 

come with large expectations, and, through the merit 

of your great High prieſt, you ſhall obtain “ above all 

that you aſk or think.” You have ſeen the efficacy of 
prayer with reſpect to Solomon; for the Lord granted, 
and even far exceeded his deſires. You alſo may look 
for ſimilar ſucceſs: Only © be not faithleſs, but be- 
heving.” 

T hat eminent degree of wiſdom, which was beſtowed 
upon Solomon, ſoon excited general admiration, and 
promoted the public good. A very difficult cafe oc- 
curred, which was referred to the deciſion of the king, 
and proved his acute diſcernment in the adminiſtration 
of juſtice. Two women, who dwelt together, had 
each been delivered of a fon; and, upon the death of 
one of the infants, both demanded the living child as 
their own. Their pleas ſeemed equally valid, their 
claims equally ſtrong; and no evidence could. be ad- 
duced to determine the conteſt. * Divide the living 
child in two,” ſaid Solomon, © and give half to the 
one, and half to the other.” The ſentence immedi- 
ately diſcovered the real mother, who, when ſhe ſaw 

19 the 
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the ſword prepared for the execution, yearned over her 
infant with. the tendereſt affection, and prayed that it 
might be ſpared; willing rather to reſign it to the falſe 
claimant, than to be witneſs of its deſtruction. 

The depravity of human nature has rendered the 
province of judges and magiſtrates extremely difficult 
indeed, Such perſons, therefore, have eſpecial need 
to beg of God, that He would direct their inquiries, 
and give them a quickneſs of perception * to ſearch 
out a matter *,” Thus will they be a peculiar bleſſing 
to the ſtate, when they are careful to © judge right- 
eouſly between every man and his brother, and the 
ſtranger that is with him .“ And © the king that 
faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne ſhall be eſta- 
bliſked for ever 4.“ 

Thoſe alſo, who preſide in ſpiritual concerns, ſhould 
learn from Solomon, to ſeek the proper qualifications 
for their office by fervent prayer. Are they called to 


e go out and come in” before a numerous people, and 


to diſtinguiſh between the different claims of religious 
profeſſors? How arduous and important the work! 
Even ſuch miniſters of Chriſt, as poſſeſs the moſt 
eminent abilities, may well cry out, . Who is ſuffi- 
cient for theſe things? O give thy ſervants an under- 
ſtanding heart! They ſhould not deſpiſe human lite- 
_ rature, but diligently improve it for the ſervice of the 
ſanctuary, Yet, with the beſt advantages of educa- 
tion, they may be © blind guides,” and miſlead thoſe 
immortal ſouls, who truſt to their judgment. O that 
God would therefore pour out “ the ſpirit of under- 


Prov. xxv. 2, f Deut.i. 16, 1 Prov. xxix. 14. 
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ſtanding” upon all the paſtors and governors of his 
church, that they may © diſcern berween good and 
bad !” | | 

The reign of Solomon is celebrated for its peace and 
proſperity, as well as for the wiſdom and equity of his 
adminiſtration . His ſubje&s were firmly united to- 
gether, and undiſturbed by any foreign aſſaults; fo 
that they multiplied exceedingly, and enjoyed the fruits 
of their labour in quiet and ſecurity, His dominion, 
alſo, was enlarged to an extent unknown before: in 
conſequence of which, his wealth and magnificence re- 
ceived an amazing increaſe. But the part of his cha- 


racter, for which he has been moſt admired, is the pe- 


culiar eminence of his underſtanding. He was endued 
with an unequalled diſcernment in other ſciences, as 
well as in divine things and the art of government, 
Nor was his learning uſeleſs : much did he ſpeak, and 
much did he write for the inſtruction of mankind, par- 


ticularly on the ſubje& of morals and natural philoſo- 


phy. Many of his compoſitions are now loſt ; but we 
are favoured with three ſpecimens, which have a diſ- 
tinguiſhed place in the ſacred canon, and are a valua- 
ble treaſure io the Church of God. We do not won- 
der, that ſuch uncommon abilities procured him fo 
high eſtimation in the world. 

But we turn our eyes from Solomon, to obſerve the 
hand of God in the gifts beſtowed upon him. Let us 


not forget, that riches, power, peace, and proſperity 


are diſpenſed among the ſons of men, even as He, the 
Almighty Sovereign, pleaſeth. He alone appoints the 


* 1Kings iv. 20, &c. 


difference 
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difference we perceive in all attainments: for © a man 
can receive nothing, except it be given him from hea- 
ven “.“ It is manifeſt, that Solomon's pre-eminence 
was granted him in anſwer to prayer, and in perform- 
ance of the divine promiſes, We do not expect, or 
need the like ſuperiority ; but an © underſtanding in 
the way of godlineſs“ is abſolutely neceſſary for all: 
and this alſo © cometh from above.” We are encou- 
raged to apply for it with fervent petitions for a gra- 
cious voice declares, © If any of you lack wiſdom, 
let him aſk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it ſhall be given him.” 

Years before The building of the temple was one grand 
Chriſt, 1012- Object, to which Solomon directed his at- 
tention, For this particular purpoſe he was raiſed up 
of God, and bleſſed with peace and proſperity. He 
had been appointed to the work by expreſs prophecy 
before his birth, and charged to undertake it by the 
ſolemn injunctions of his dying father. Nor was he 
unmindful of his commiſſion; but with great ardour 
he proceeded to the execution of the plan, as ſoon as 
the preparations requiſite could be made. We ſtand in 
admiration of his zeal for the honour of God, while 
we obſerve, that for ſeven years together he was vigo- 
rouſly employed in erecting that ſplendid edifice, for 
the adminiſtration of the divine ſervice, and that he 
was not unwilling to devote his wealth to the ſanctuary. 
It pleaſed God to give him the friendſhip of a neigh- 
bouring prince, the king of Tyre, who was, in a re- 
markable manner, diſpoſed to lend his utmoſt aſſiſtance 


* Jobn iii. 27. + James i. 5. 
for 
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for the accompliſhment of Solomon's deſign *—How 
wonderful are the ways of Providence! The Lord 
appoints to each of us our proper work, and He will 
not fail ſo to order our circumſtances, that we ſhall be 
furniſhed with every thing needful for the right per- 
formance of it. Only let us be faithful and diligent, 
and exert all our abilities in obedience to Him, What- 
ever riches we poſſeſs, whatever alliances we form, let 
us keep in view the end of our calling, and uſe every 
advantage, which our ſituation may put into our hands, 
in a fubſerviency to His glory. 

We cannot here enter into a minute deſcription of 
the very magnificent houſe, which Solomon erected 
for the name of the God of Iſrael, or point out the 
deſign of its various parts and utenſils. Suffice it to 
fay, that the whole was executed agreeably to the di- 
rections, which David had received from heaven and 
delivered to his ſon 7. When the temple was com- 
pleted, the king himſelf, with the greateſt ſolemnity 
and moſt ardent piety, dedicated it to God, and im- 
plored His bleſſing upon it 1. Then indeed he ſhone 
in his brighteſt luſtre; nor can we conceive any thing 
upon earth more grand and majeſtic, than his beha- 
viour upon that ſacred occaſion. We are compelled 
to revere the character of the monarch, who with an 
uncommon zeal ſtood before his nobles and all his 


princes, as a preacher of righteouſneſs, and as a prieſt 
of the moſt high God. 


I Kings v. 1, &c. + 1 Kings vi. and wii. 
t 1 Kings viii, 2 Chron. v. vi. and vii. 


. | | Having 
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Years before Having aſſembled together the elders of 
Chritt, 1004. his people, he conducted the ark of the 
Covenant into the moſt holy place appointed for it, 
with loud thankſgivings to God ; and immediately 
« the glory of the Lord filled the houſe,” as a token 
of His gracious preſence. Then the king, in the au- 
dience of all the congregation, declared the purpoſes 
for which the temple was erected, and praiſed God 
for the completion of His promiſes concerning it. 
Upon an eminence, which was raiſed in the midſt of 
the court before the altar, he kneeled down, and, 
ſpreading forth his hands toward heaven, he poured 
out the devout emotions of his ſoul. He acknowledged 
the faithfulneſs and goodneſs of God in putting ſuch an 
honour upon him, and prayed that the further engage- 
ments of mercy, on behalf of his poſterity, might be 
fulfilled. Conſidering the immenſity and majeſty of Je- 
hovah, he ſeemed to ſhrink back from the idea of ex- 
petting His reſidence within thoſe conſecrated walls; 
but, encouraged by his gracious aſſurances, he im- 
plored His favour toward all, who ſhould worſhip in 
that houſe, His petitions being ended, he aroſe 
from his knees, and pronounced his benediction upon 
the people. He entreated, he charged them, to de- 
dicate themſelves to God without reſerve, and to per- 
ſevere 1n their obedience with an unſhaken integrity, 
He then called upon them to join with him in offering 
ſacrifices, and in other folemn rites, which were con- 
tinued for fourteen days together. This was indeed 
2 facred feſtival to the Lord; in which, probably, 
more fervent piety appeared, than on any occaſion we 
6 have 
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have ever heard of. The very numerous congrega- 
tion were deeply impreſſed by the prayers and exhor- 
tations of their ſovereign. They ſaw the divine glory 
deſcending upon the temple, and the fire from heaven 
conſuming their oblations, and were conftrained to 
bow before the Lord in adoration of His mercy, At 
length they were diſmiſſed with ſentiments of love and 

admiration toward their prince, and of holy joy and 
gratitude toward God, who had beſtowed ſuch favours 

upon them. | 

But what do we learn from the example before us? 
Let us not ſuppoſe, that * the great men of the earth,” 
are the only perſons, who are bound to exert them- 
ſelves for the honour of God. It is a common cauſe, 
which requires the united influence of all ranks and 
conditions. What, then, are we doing to promote 
this end? Are we joining in the worſhip of God with 
real ardour of devotion? And are we exciting others 

to it? Ah! what mean that languor and indifference, 
which we obſerve to be generally prevalent, in all re- 
ligious concerns? The temple of Jeruſalem, ſo ſet 
apart as we have ſeen, was the place where all the Jews 
were commanded to offer up their ſacrifices. But now 
the Lord will manifeſt his gracious preſence in every 
place, where his faithful people meet, will hear and 
anſwer their petitions. O be thankful, you, who enjoy 
thoſe ordinances, to which the divine bleſſing is pro- 
miſed! Conſider their value; be conftant, be ſerious, 
be fervent in your attendance upon them. * Wait on 
the Lord,” in His inſtituted means, and you“ ſhall 
renew your ſtrength,” “ Enter into His courts,” and 
« worſhip 
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te worſhip at His foorſtool, ” with faith and love, and 


you alſo ſhall behold his glory. 


The inſtance before us proves, that it is not vain to 
ſeek God. Solomon received a freſn aſſurance in a 
viſion, that his prayer was accepted, and that a favour- 
able regard would be paid to the ſervices of the tem- 
ple *, The Lord alſo renewed the Covenant with him, 


declaring, that a perſeverance in righteouſneſs would 


ſecure peculiar advantages to him and his poſterity, 
but that a departure from the true religion would ine- 
vitably be followed with an utter deſolation of his 
kingdom, and of the ſtately edifice he had erected.— 
It is the moſt horrid preſumption to imagine, that we 
can enjoy the protection, or eſcape the curſe of God, 
any otherwiſe than in a ſteadfaſt adherence to His pre- 
cepts. May the warning produce a holy fear and cir- 
cumſpection in every one of us! © The Lord is with 
you, while ye be with Him; and if ye ſeek Him, He 
will be found of you: but if 15 forſake Him, He will 
forſake you .“ 


* Kings ix. 1, Ec. + 2 Chron, xv. 2. 
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SOLOMON. 
ser. 2. 


Solemen erefted palaces, and fartifed Is bis 
commerce by navigation—frequented the divine ſervice— 
viſited by the queen of Sheba—admired by ſurrounding 

nations — declined, through bis love of Wwomen—ſupported 
their idolatries— diſplegſed God—oppoſed by Feroboam— 

probably a penitent —wrote Ecelgſiaſtes, as a warnin 1g to 
others — typified the Redeemer in ſeveral repens. 


Vartovs and important are the advantages which 
attend the practice of piety. Tt'promotes the preſent 


as well as eternal happineſs of individnals, and brings 


down the bleſſing of God upon families and kingdoms. 
Solomon could teſtify from his own experience, and 
the univerſal hiſtory of mankind confirms the obſerva- 
tion, that © righteouſneſs exalteth a nation *.“ | 
The reign of this prince was diſtinguiſhed by its 
uninterrupted proſperity, ſo long as he faithfully ad- 
hered to the covenant of his God. For many years 
together, while his wealth and magnificence increaſed, 
he was employed in erecting ſtately palaces and other 
edifices, for the honour of his majeſty, as well as ſor 
the purpoſes of government +. Several ſtrong and for- 


* Prov. xiv. 34- 
+ 1 Kings vii. 1— 12. ix. 13, &c. 2 Chron, viii. 1, &c. 


tified 
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tified cities were built in different parts of his domi- 
nion, with a view either to utility or grandeur; and the 
heathen nations around him became tributary to him. 
By means of his alliance with the king of Tyre, he 
acquired the knowledge of navigation, extended his 
commerce, and imported into his kingdom thę riches 
and commodities of diſtant lands. Yet, amidſt all his 
ſplendour, and the neceſſary attention to ſtate affairs, 
he was not unmindful of the divine ſervice. For a 
long time he continued to frequent the public ordi- 
nances, and was found among the moſt conſtant Wor- 
ſhippers of God. | 
| Years before A character ſo remarkable, placed in ſuch 
Chriſt, about N 

992. eminence of rank, and poſſeſſed of ſuch an 
uncommon degree of moral excellence and religious 
zeal, could not fail of attracting the notice and admi- 
ration of the neighbouring princes. Many came from 
afar, with valuable preſents, that they might be in- 
ſtructed by that wiſdom, which God had put into his 
heart.” Among other inſtances of this kind, the viſit 
of the queen of Sheba has been moſt minutely record- 
ed“. Much ſhe had heard of the reputation, and very 
highly ſhe had conceived of the extraordinary abilities, 
of the king of Iſrael. With an earneſt deſire, there- 
fore, to conſult him upon certain difficulties concerning 
* the deep things of God,” ſhe undertook a long, te- 
dious, and expenſive journey. She obtained the withed- 
for interview, and received from him the moſt ſatiſ- 
factory information. When ſhe beheld the order and 


* 1 Kings x. 1, Kc. 2 Chron, ix. 1, Kc. 
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the beauty of his inſtitutions, both civil and eccleſiaſti- 
cal, ſhe was conftrained to admire his ſingular attain- 
ments, pronounced his attendants happy, and praiſed 
God for placing ſo eminent a prince on the throne of 
Iſrael. 8 acts Los 
Such regard and aſtoniſhment did the wiſdom of 
Solomon excite: but alas! with what neglect and con- 
tempt was that exalted Perſonage treated, who is ſtyled, 
«© The wiſdom of God!“ Some, indeed, were com- 
pelled to acknowledge, Never man ſpake like this 
man.” But, among thoſe of rank or reputation in the 
world, He was accounted no better than a fool or a 
madman. Thus he himfelt complains of the general 
diſdain he met with; © The queen of the ſouth ſhall 
riſe up in judgment with this generation, and ſhall con- 
demn it: for ſhe came from the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth to hear the wiſdom of Solomon ; and behold! a 
greater than Solomon is here *.“ He is ſti} preſent. 
with his miniſters, and in his ordinances, and promiſes 
to inſtruct all thoſe, who lament their 1gnorance, and 
deſire to be taught of Him. But his offers are ſtill re- 
jected with the utmoſt ſcorn. How few liſten to the 
words of his mouth ! Is not this the language of thou- 
ſands, © Depart from us; for we defire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways f?“ What pains and expence will 
men beſtow upon the improvement of their underſtand- 
ing, for the common concerns of this life, in order to 
gain that knowledge, which, whatever excellence it 
may boaſt of, muſt ſoon vaniſh away! But the ſmalleſt | 
pains and expence would be thought too much for the 


Matt. xii. 42. + Job Ki. 147 
| attainment 


sf e 229 


attainment of that wiſdom, which has in view the no- 
bleſt objects, produces the happieſt conſequences, and 
alone can direct us to the ſure poſſeſſion of eternal 
glory. This, then, is the condemnation of many 
among ourſelves, that © light is come into the world, 
and men love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their 
deeds are evil “.“ O that they were wiſe,” that 
they would © covet earneſtly the beſt gifts,” and cry 
unto God for the illumination of his Spirit! 

Years before The king of Iſrael continued to increaſe 


Chriſt, about 


9344 in power, wealth, and magnificence, the 
envy and admiration of all the ſurrounding kingdoms. 
But at length an awful change in his moral and reli- 
gious character appeared. As we advance towards 
the cloſe of his reign, we behold a fad reverſe of his 
former exemplary conduct. We cannot but be affected 
. with diſtreſs and horror at the ſight, and aſk, where is 
that knowledge and zeal, which raiſed univerſal aſto- 
niſhment? © How is the gold become dim! How 1s 
the moſt fine gold changed!” Here, then, we are 
called to weep over the ruins of that ſtately edifice, 
which we have been contemplating in all its glory, 
Had the temple, which he built, been utterly demo- 
liſhed, till one ſtone had not been left upon another, 
the calamitous event would have been nothing in com- 
pariſon, A far more afflicting ſcene is now to paſs be- 
tore us : the excellency of Solomon debaſed by the vile 
apoſtaſy of his declining years 

From his beginning, we expected the moſt wa 
concluſion. Some tranſactions, indeed, may deſerve 

* John iii. 19. | 
n cenſure, 
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230 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
cenſure, in the early part of his reign, He had made 
affinity with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and taken his 
daughter to wife; which was, doubtleſs, a connection 
of a dangerous tendency, as it might gradually weaken 


the ſtrength of his religious principles“. Nor do we 


repreſent him as a ſpotleſs character, in any period of 


his life. But, on the whole, we have ſeen him fo 


ardent in the ſervice of God, ſo uniformly attentive to 
the duties of his high ſtation, that we were ready to 
pronounce him the moſt eminent of his ſpecies, Alas! 
how often are the huſbandman's hopes diſappointed! 


How often are the gay and promiſing appearances of 


the ſpring ſuddenly blaſted! And how awfully are 


our expectations fruſtrated in the cloſe of this hiſtory ! 


ce King Solomon loved many ſtrange women (together 
with the daughter of Pharaoh), women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites, And 
he had ſeven hundred wives, princeſſes, and three 
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his 
heart. For it came to paſs, when Solomon was old, 
that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: 
and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, 
as was the heart of David his father f.“ | 
Here we perceive the nature, the origin, and the 
rapid progreſs of his ſin. © He loved Many women.” 


Who does not foreſee, whither this muſt lead him? 


He, who is not ſatisfied within the limits, which God 
has appointed, will ſcarcely be contained within any 
limits whatever. The violence of luſt can be over- 


* 1 Kings iii. 1. | + 1 Kings xi. 1, &c, 
come 
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come only by a ſteady [nice] not by a fooliſh 
indulgence, which always increaſes it. Ah! Solomon, 
what availed thy wiſdom in the art of government 
ſince it did not effectually teach thee to govern thyſelf? 
« Thou didſt bow thy loins unto women, and by thy 
body thou waſt brought into ſubjection. Thou didſt 
ſtain thy honour, and pollute thy ſeed: ſo that thou 
broughteſt wrath upon thy children, and waſt grieved 
for thy folly “.“ | 

But of what ſort were his pumerous connections! 
« He loved many sTRANGE women.“ He joined 
himſelf to thoſe, who were © aliens from the common- 
wealth of Iſrael,” and enemies to the true God. This 
was expreſsly forbidden by the divine law r: and there 
are the ſtrongeſt reaſons for ſuch a prohibition. In 
general, we do not obſerve, that ignorant and ungodly 
perſons are brought over to the ways of God by the 
influence of good men, who have needleſsly formed 
any cloſe intimacy with them. But univerſal expe- 
rience teſtiſion, 2 te evil communications corrupt 
good manners.” The ſevereſt piety will ſcarcely be - 
proof againſt the continual ſolicitations, to which it 
muſt be expoſed by ſuch alliances as theſe. How dif- 
ficult is it not to comply with thoſe we love! And in 
how many inſtances, which we have known, has this 
ſolemn admonition been ves « They will turn 
away your hearts !” 

Solomon, probably, little 28 of advancing ſo 
far, as to practiſe or countenance the ſtupid Or 


* Fcclus, xlvii. 19, 20. Þ+ Exod. xxxiv. 16.— Dent. vii. 3. 
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of his wives, and might conclude, that his ſuperior 
underſtanding would be a ſufficient ſecurity to him. 
But one fin paves the way for another ; and eſpecially, 
when the reins are given to our luſts, who can tell 
where we ſhall ſtop, or what will be the conſequence ? 
We behold even Solomon admitting and ſupporting the 
worſhip of falſe gods in his kingdom. He, who had 
built a moſt magnificent houſe for the God of IItael, 


erected temples for the gods of the Heathen, and, it 


ſhould ſeem, attended at their ſacrifices, and bowed be- 
fore their altars. 

What ſhall we ſay to theſe things? We ſtand 
amazed and confounded, and know not What to an- 
ſwer. Ah! what fears does this caſe excite in the 
heart of the humble Chriſtian ! Will not fuch an one 
cry out, © Lord, how is it, that I am kept, if he, who 
was raiſed ſo high in a religious profeſſion, could not 


maintain his ground? Or how ſhall I hope to perſe- 


vere in righteouſneſs, when I ſee Solomon, with all his 
admired abilities, falling into the groſſeſt abomina- 
tions?“ Here, doubtlefs, we learn, what human 
nature is, and what continual occaſion we have for 
circumſpection and felf-abhorrence. So great is our 
tendency to evil, that it frequently overcomes the moſt 
powerful reſtraints; nor can we conceive the confu- 
ſion, which would enſue, if every barrier were re- 
moved. For proofs of this extreme depravity, we 
need not look to the wilds of Africa or America; we 
perceive it in the moſt enlightened nations, we feel the 
ſad ſymptoms. of it within us. The beſt of men are 
ſenſible of much inward corruption, and dread the 

thought 
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thought of being given up to themſelves. They are | 
held in with a ſtrong hand; or elſe, there is no folly or 
madneſs ſo exceſſive, no iniquity ſo heinous, into which 
they might not be betrayed. It has pleaſed God to 
ſuffer ſome of the moſt eminent characters to be car- 
ried away by their own vicious affections, and thereby 
to ſhew us, how far we may depart from Him, if He 
ſhould forſake us. Let no man, therefore, glory in 
men.” Let none preſume upon any ſuppoſed excel- 
lence they have attained ; but let all fear and tremble 
for themſelves. | | 
There were ſome peculiar aggravations in Solo- 
mon's declenſion; and theſe very conſiderations will 
teach us to watch and to pray. | 
He was not young, when his paſſions broke out 
with ſuch violence, and effected the awful change. 
This came to paſs “ when he was old,” when we 
ſhould have imagined that the fire of Juſt had been 
extinguiſhed. But, alas! no age is ſecure. Not 
merely young perſons, but even thoſe of advanced 
years, have need to © keep their hearts with all dili- 
gence,” and to ſeek protection in the grace of God 
alone, " | 26 Ih 
We might have thought, that his good ſenſe and 
enlarged intelle& would have been a ſufficient preſer- 
vative from the fovleries, into which he was led. 
Many of the meaneſt capacity, we apprehend, would 
have abhorred, what the wiſeſt of men committed. It 
will become us, therefore, not to over-rate or envy the 
moſt ſplendid abilities, or the moſt improved under- 
ſtanding, “Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſ- 
dom,“ 
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dom,” or forget his dependence upon the God of 
heaven. 

The religious profeſſions of Solomon, and 15 warn- 
ings he had received, greatly enhance his guilt. When 
we view him bowing among the worſhippers of idols, 
we are ready to aſk, Is this he, whom David had in- 
ſtructed and exhorted to ſerve the true God? Is this 
the pious youth, who ſought the Lord in Gibeon? Is 
this the zealous king, who had prayed ſo fervently at 
the dedication of the temple, and delivered the moſt 
excellent precepts to the people? Is this the man, 
with whom Jehovah had vouchſafed to hold the moſt 
intimate communications, and whom He had expreſsly 
charged to beware of this very ſin? Alas! how deſpe- 
rately wicked is the human heart, which can break 
through the ſtrongeſt barriers to gratify its beloved 
luſts! Remember your weakneſs, though you are ever 
ſo ſtrenuous in the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, 
Depend not on your good education, your ſuppoſed 
firmneſs in right principles, your envied privileges, 
comforts, or attaiaments in religion, All theſe may 
fail you in an hour of temptation. Nay, probably, 
your ſuperiority over others may prove a ſnare to you; 
as hereby you may be rendered leſs circumſpect, and 
Satan may be the more deſirous to caſt you down. 
Yer: before Are We not anxious to know the iſſue? 
Ohm 978. Alas! the ſun, which had riſen with un- 
common ſplendour, at laſt ſet behind a cloud. Was 
not Solomon, then, recovered? We are almoſt at a 
loſs to anſwer. His recovery is not expreſsly declared ; 
and perhaps the leſs notice is taken of the ſtate in which 

| T'> - EE 
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he died, that we may be the more afraid of apoſtaſy. 
His backſliding, which was very offenſive to God, 
brought extreme diſtreſs upon himſelf, © The Lord 
was angry with him ;” and, by an immediate revela- 
tion, He teſtified his diſpleaſure, and his determination 
to rend a large ſhare of the kingdom from the hands 
of his ſucceſſor. Various temporal calamities, alſo, 
imbittered the decline of his life. Oppoſition was 
ſtirred up againſt him in different parts of his domi- 
nion, through the righteous judgment of God; and he 
received the painful information, that his own ſervant 
Jeroboam, by the divine appointment, would ſhortly 
rule over ten of the tribes of Iſrael. His envy and re- 
ſentment were therefore kindled againſt Jeroboam ; 
and he fought to kill him: fo that, for ſome time at 
leaſt, he did not ſhew any proper contrition for his 
offence, lince he quarrelled with his puniſhment. 
Yet it is generally ſuppoſed, that he died a true pe- 
nitent. It is preſumed, that One, who was named 
te Beloved of the Lord,” would not be finally abandoned 
to the machinations of Satan. It is thought, that his 
very caſe was foretold, when the Lord faid to David, 
« will be his Father, and he ſhall be my ſon: if he 
commit iniquity, I will chaſten him with the rod of 
men, and with the ftripes of the children of men: but 
my mercy ſhall not depart away from him, as I took it 
from Saul, whom I put away before thee *.” _ 
The ſtrongeſt proof of his repentance is the book of 
Eccleſiaſtes, which was evidently written in his old 
age, after a long experience of fin and folly. Here he 


Sam, vii. 14. 15. 
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236 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 
confeſſes and deplores his madneſs; and, in the cha- 
rater of © The Preacher,” warns others. by his own 
example againſt the inordinate love of preſent things, 
and particularly againſt fleſhly luſts, which had brought 
him to the very gates of hell. Let us ſeriouſly attend, 
then, to this awful caſe, as deſcribed by himſelf, 
« Whatſoever mine eyes deſired, I kept not from them; 
I withheld not my heart from any joy : for my heart 
rejoiced in all my labour, and this was my portion of 
all my labour. Then I looked on all the works that 
my hands had wrought, and on the labour, that I had 
laboured to do: and behold, all was vanity and vexa- 
tion of ſpirit, and there was no profit under the ſun *,” 
Indulge no longer the vain expectation of obtaining 
happineſs from any ſenſual gratifications. If the world, 
with all its advantages, were able to ſatisfy the ſoul, 
and afford real joy, Solomon would have found it ſo, 
For he gave full ſcope to his deſires, and tried every 
poſſible ſcheme of pleaſure ; yet he was diſappointed in 
all; and, for our admonition, he has left this inſcrip- 
tion on all earthly enjoyments, © VaniTY AND VEXA- 
TION OF SPIRIT.” | 

Baſe as the departure of Solomon was, the grace of 
God could recover and pardon him. To that grace, 
which 1s treaſured up in the Saviour, we refer all thoſe, 
who are ready to deſpond under a ſenſe of their aggra- 


vated guilt. Far as you have wandered from God, 


and faithleſs as you have been to your ſolemn vows 
and engagements, © Return, ye backſliding children, 
and the Lord wi'l heal your backſliding.“ But let none 


* Eccleſ. ii. 1, 11. : 
derive 


derive encouragement from the mercy or the faith» 
fulneſs of God, to continue in fin. Say not, while 
you are indulging every vile affection, We ſhall 
infallibly be ſaved, becauſe we have once known 
the Lord; and He will not ſuffer one of | his ſheep 
to periſh.” Your confidence is grounded on a fad 
perverſion of an acknowledged truth, and is there- 
fore a dangerous preſumption. You may be deceived 
in your opinion of yourſelves ; and you may have de- 
ceived others by your religious profeſſions. / Suſpect 
your boaſted experience. Many who were utterly un- 
ſound, have ſeemed, for a ſeaſon, to make conſiderable 
progreſs in piety. Search and try your hearts: and, 
whatever has been your former ſtate, -*:Do the firſt 
works: Repent, and turn yourſelyes from all your 
tranſgreſſions ; ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin.“ 

We cannot conclude our account of Solomon, with- 
out adverting to the more glorious Perſonage, whom 
he typified in a very eminent mam̃er. The Ne Teſ- 
tament declares, that One greater than Solomon is 
come to reign over us, and to poſſeſs the throne of 
his father David. May we not ſee ſomething of His 
excellency, faintly repreſented to us in this figure? 

The Saviour was, in a more exalted ſenſe, the child 
of promiſe ; and, by expreſs direction from heaven, 
He received an appellation, which imphes he was 
e choſen of God and precious.“ He alſo was conſe- 
crated to the regal office; and, like the king of Iſrael, 
thaugh He be ready to ſpare, He will finally execute 
and deſtroy every obſtinate rebel againſt his govern- 
ment. He cannot be impoſed on, by any ſpecious 

| | tales, 
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tales, but moſt accurately diſcerns between different 
characters, even as Solomon diſtinguiſhed the real from 
the pretended mother. An hypocrite ſhall not come 
before Him.“ Let us not dare, then, to put on a 
counterfeit appearance of piety. The remarkable 
tranquillity, as well as equity of Solomon's reign, pre- 
figured that of the Redeemer. He is, in the higheſt 
ſenſe, The Prince of Peace :” and happy indeed are 
his faithful ſubjects, who, under his protection, Ce dwell 
ſaſely, and are quiet from fear of evil.“ He ſays to 
us, “Come unto me, —and pt ſhall find reſt unto 
your ſouls.” 

[David's immediate ſucceſſor was appointed, i in an 
eſpecial manner, to build the temple of the Lord. 
Therein alſo we perceive a repreſentation of that in- 
finitely more important work, which is committed to 
the Son of God. Concerning Him, too, we underſtand 
the prophecy, He ſhall build an houſe for my name &.“ 
This ſpiritual edifice riſes from age to age, under his 
care; and whatever oppoſition be made, it ſhall re- 
ceive continual increaſe. He ſhall bring forth the 
headſtone thereof with ſhoutings, crying, grace, grace 
unto it! He has laid the foundation, and His hands 
ſhall finiſh it f.“ How great the honour of having a 
place in it! Happy thoſe, who, © as lively ſtones, 


are built up a ſpiritual houſe, for an habitation of 


God through the Spirit f. He calls upon us to aſſiſt 


in the arduous undertaking. Let us exert our abili- 
ties, conſecrate all that we have to this ſervice, and 
account ourſelves highly favoured, in contributing to 


'* 2 Sam. vii. 13. + Zech.iv. 7, 9. f 1 Pet. ii. 5. Eph. ii. 22+ 
promote 
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promote the glorious plan. Who is there among us, 
then, who © will build in the houſe of the Lord !” 

The moſt prominent feature in Solomon's charac- 
ter, we have ſeen, was his wiſdom; and here again 
we diſcover the ſimilitude of Him, * in whom are hid 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge“ .“ This 
wiſdom He poſſeſſes without any limits, and difplays 
throughout the adminiſtration of his government: a 
meaſure of it, alſo, He imparts to all his people. 
Let us attend to his ſolemn addreſs: © Unto” you, 
O men, I call; and my voice is to the ſons of man. 
O ye ſimple, underſtand wiſdom; and ye fools, be ye 
of an underſtanding heart. Bleſſed is the man, that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
poſts of my doors. For whoſo findeth me, findeth 
life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord. But he that 
ſinneth againſt me, wrongeth his own ſoul: al they 
that hate me love death +.” © 

Multitudes, even of the moſt agen rank, 
reſorted to Solomon. But, alas! this is not, as yet, 
fully exemplified in Jeſus. He has hitherto been 
« deſpiſed and rejected of men.” His glory, however, 
ſhall ſoon appear; and then, “ even the rich among 
the people ſhall entreat his favour .“ All from 
Sheba ſhall come: they ſhall bring gold and incenſe; 
and they ſhall ſhew forth the praiſes of the Lord. May 
the Lord haſten it in his time! May the glory of the 
Saviour be revealed, and all fleſh ſee it together! Ho- 
ſanna to the Son of David! Bleſſed be the King of Iſ- 
rael, that cometh in the name of the Lord! Amen. 


* Col. hs . + Prov. viii. 4, 5+ 3436. 
1 fal. xlv. 12. ii Ifa. lx. 6. 
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A HAB. 


S AF. VI. 


Abab, an abandoned charafer—an ee * 
by bis queen, Fezebel-—threatened by Elyah — perſecuted 
bim — conſented to the maſſacre of Baal's Prięſt dt. 
livered from the famine—reproached for his, condutt to 
Benhadad— coveted and ſeized on Naboth's vineyard 

met by Elijab— condemned —reprieved, on his humilia- 
tion—hated and impriſoned Micatah—wounded in bat- 
le—died. 


| Tus facred 5 which were definned 6 to pre- 
ſerve the hiſtory of the church, relate chiefly to thoſe, 


who were © redeemed to God from the earth.” But 


Others of a different deſcription are occaſionally brought 
before us; and they demand our ſerious attention. 


Doubtleſs, we may derive much profitable inſtruction 


from the moſt abandoned, as well as from the moſt ex- 


cellent characters. The former repreſent our nature 
in a ſtate of awful degeneracy, and call us to humi- 
liation, penitence, and prayer. The latter exhibit a 


.more pleaſing view ; but they afford us no more cauſe 


of boaſting than the others, for they prove only, what 
the grace of God has done for our fallen race. 

A ſinner of peculiar infamy, depraved beyond the 
common meaſure of his ſpecies, is now propoſed to 


our conſideration. © There was none like unto Ahab, 
| . who 


| AHA. N 241 
who did ſell himſelf to work wickedneſs in the fight 


of the Lord *.” May the odiouſneſs of his name de- 


ter us from the moſt diſtant imitation of his ex- 
ample ! 1105 

After the death of Solomon, the kingdom was di- 
vided into two parts, according to the divine threaten- 
ing. Ten of the tribes of Iſrael revolted from Reho- 


boam, the ſon of Solomon, formed themſelves into a 


ſeparate government under the conduct of Jeroboam, 
and were never more ſubject to the houſe of David. 
Upon this revolution, alſo, they forſook the worſhip of 
the true God, and, probably from political motives, 
eſtabliſned idolatry as the national religion. Jeroboam, 
their new leader, to prevent them from going up to 
the temple ſervice, and to detach them more entirely 


from the kings of Judah, commanded them to attend at | 


Dan and Bethel, and to bow before the golden calves, 
which he had there ſet up. The bad effects of the 
change very ſoon appeared. The people, almoſt uni- 
verſally apoſtatized from God, and their princes were 
altogether vile and abominable. | 

Ahab was the ſeventh in ſucceſſion; and during 
thoſe ſeveral reigns the nation made a continual pro- 
greſs in fin, No other conſequence can be expected, 
when men forſake God, and are given up to their 
own ways. One ruler of Iſrael after another was de- 
ſtroyed by the juſt judgment of an angry God; yet 
thoſe, who followed, laid it not to heart. It ſeemed 
that each reſolved to tread in the ſteps of him, who 
had gone before, or rather, if poſſible, to exceed him 


5 1 Kings xxi. 25. 
Vol. II. R in 
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242 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
in wickedneſs: Such was Omri, the father of Ahaby 
who © wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did 
worſe than all that were before him *.” What, then, 
could be looked for from the ſon of ſo abandoned a 
father? We have known, indeed, inſtances of real 
and eminent piety among the deſcendants of profane 
parents. But ſuch is the influence of education, ſuch 
the evil tendency of human nature, that children are 
prone to imitate bad examples, and very apt in learn- 
ing the corrupt practices of their teachers, unleſs the 
grace of God interpoſe to prevent it. We do not 
wonder, therefore, when we read, that Ahab, the ſon 
of Omri, did evil in the ſight of the Lord above all 
that were before him, and did more to provoke the 
Lord God of Iſrael to anger than all the kings of Iſrael 
that were before him .“ What extenſive miſchief, 
then, may follow from the neglect of your offspring! 
If they perceive in you an avowed contempt of God 
and his worſhip, it is probable, that they will be at leaſt 
as zealous in the cauſe of wickedneſs and infidelity as 
yourſelves ; and the ruinous effects may ſpread from 
age to age. | 3 

Young people, however, muſt not ſcreen themſelves 
behind the authority of their parents; for they ſhall 
anſwer for their own iniquity. Their connections may 
expoſe them to peculiar dangers and temptations, but 
do not furniſh them with an excuſe for fin. Let 
Ahab warn them of the ſad conſequences of imitating 
the profaneneſs of their neareſt friends or progent- 
tors, 


* 1 Kings; xvi. 25. * 30, 33. 


This 
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Years bene This impious prince was no ſooner in 
Chriſt, 919. poſſeſſion of the government, than he ſhew- 
ed himſelf a decided oppoſer of true religion. He 
not only caſt off all regard to the ſervice of Jehovah, 
but went farther than any of his predeceſſors, inaſmuch 
as he introduced the deteſtable rites of the heathens, 
and erected a temple for Baal. Some part of his zeal 
in this buſineſs we are to aſcribe to the alliance, which 
he had formed. He married Jezebel, the daughter 
of an idolatrous king, a woman of a fierce, perſecut- 
ing, and abandoned diſpoſition : and it ſhould ſeem, 
that, in compliment to his queen, or influenced by her 
inſtigations, he committed ſome atrocious crimes, which, 
bad as he was, he would not otherwiſe have done. 
On her account, probably, he became an advocate 
for Baal, and hunted the Lord's prophets to deſtroy 
them, | | 
Alas! how frequently does the dear partner, who 
ſhould be the counſellor and favourer of every thing 
good and virtuous, prove a tempter and a ſeducer 
How many have given up their principles to pleaſe 
their wives! This thought, ſurely, ſhould engage the 
attention of our. younger readers. Your future. cha- 
rater and conduct, perhaps your eternal ſtate, may de- 
pend on your choice of the companion, to whom you 
are to be united for life. Beware, leſt a regard to 
worldly proſpects, your ill-· directed fancy, or the ſoli- 
citations of your luſt, draw you into ſuch connections, 
as may, in the iſſue, be fatal to your ſouls. Suppoſe 
not, that you can withſtand every enticement to evil, 
while you ſee how many have been overcome. Nor 
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imagine, that. you ſhall convert her to the cauſe of 
truth, who is yet an enemy to it; but rather fear, leſt 
your own minds ſhould be more and more corrupted, 
For how can you expect the bleſſing of God, if you 
act in contradiction to His will and command? Is it 
leſs dangerous for you, than it was for the Jews of 


old, to be thus joined with unbelievers? Or is your 


religion of leſs value than their's, that you are not ſo 
much concerned to maintain it? 

The Lord is patient and longſuffering; but in the 
miſery, which fin occaſions, even here, we perceive an 
evident token of his diſpleaſure againſt it. The pro- 
phet Elijah, whoſe miniſtry had been deſpiſed and op- 
poſed, was ſent to denounce the judgment of God 
againſt the king for his impiety ; and accordingly, a 
long drought and famine reduced the whole country 


to the utmoſt extremity *. Ahab himſelf felt the dif- 


treſs, but was not humbled by it. He ſtill perſiſted 
in his idolatry, and hated, and perſecuted with mur- 
derous rage, the faithful meſſenger of Heaven. He con- 
tinved to patroniſe and ſupport above eight hundred 
prieſts of Baal, and ſuffered the prophets -of Jehovah 
(except a hundred, whom good Obadiah concealed) 
to be put to the ſword at the inſtigation of Jezebe}. 

The moſt calamitous events will not bring men to 
a right mind: nay, ſome bold offenders become the 
more obdurate under the divine corrections. Such is 
the hardneſs and impenitence of the human heart, that 
neither mercies nor judgments will, of themſelves, ſof- 
ten or ſubdue it. 


* 1 Kings, xvii. and xvñi. 1 
| 4 Though 
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Though woo'd and aw'd, 
Bleſs'd and chaſtis'd, a flagrant rebel ſtill * !”” 


How many, like Ahab, have deeply revolted from 
God! And has He not, in various ways, ſolicited 
your return? But, though he has affiicted you in 
your perſons, your families, or your ſubſtance, are you 
not ſtill in league with ſin? Is not the ſpiritual wor- 
ſhip of God and the miniſtry of his ſervants, offenſive 
to you? Numerous inſtances, at leaſt, occur of the 
very ſame temper, which appeared in the king of 
Iſrael. | | | | 

Ahab had ſought for Elijah from one nation to ano- 
ther, ir ſhould ſeem, with a murderous intent; and 
yet, when the prophet voluntarily preſented himſelf be- 
fore him, he had no power to hurt him. He reproach- 
ed him, indeed, as the troubler of Iſrael, but ſtood to 
hear his faithful reproofs, and, as it he were won over 
to his ſide, complied with his requiſition, in ſummon- 
ing the priefts and the worſhippers of Baal to a gene- 
ral aſſembly. There he himſelf attended; and, when 
he had beheld Elyah's decided victory over the advo- 
cates of idolatry, probably under the conviction which 
that victory produced, he conſented to the death of 
four hundred and fifty of thoſe very prieſts, whom he 
had introduced and ſupported. 

t is no unuſual thing for men of the moſt abandoned 
character to be ſtruck with profound awe, and reſtrain- 
cd from their vile purpoſes, by the preſence of an emi- 
nently pious perſon. There is a power in real godli- 
neſs, which commands the reverence of thoſe who 


1 Dr. Voung. 
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246 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
hate it; and this the proudeſt ſinners often ſo far feel, 


as to be unable to carry on their violent oppoſition 


againſt it, while yet no ſaving change is effected upon 
them. | 

Perhaps ſome good impreſſions and reſolutions, in 
favour of the true religion, were produced in Ahab's 
breaſt by the late occurrence; and for the time he 
might have intended to baniſh idolatry, It might be, 
alſo with a deſign to put his ſincerity to the teſt, that 
the Lord ſpared him, and delivered him from the op- 
preſſion of the famine. Thoſe, who are fartheſt from 
God, probably have intervals of ſerious reflection, eſpe- 
cially under the painful viſitations of Providence, or the 
ſolemn admonitions of a preacher, which may conſtrain 
them to form ſchemes of amendment. This has been 
the caſe of thouſands, who have periſhed in their fins; 


we ſhould, therefore, be warned from them, not to 


trifle with our convictions, Our afflictions may be re- 
moved, as were thoſe of Ahab, on purpoſe to try us, 
O let us ſeize the convenient opportunity, and prove that 
we are in earneſt © to flee from the wrath to come.” 
What, then, was the effect with Ahab? He re- 


ported thoſe remarkable tranſactions, which he had 


himſelf beheld upon mount Carmel, to his queen Je- 
zebel*: and this might be done with no ill deſign, 
But her rage was excited, when ſhe heard that her 
favourite prieſts were deſtroyed ; and immediately ſhe 
vowed to take vengeance on Elijah; nor did Ahab, as 
he ought, reſiſt her wicked propoſal, or defend the 
prophet of Jehovah.—There are thoſe, alſo, among 


* 1 King, xix. 1, &c. 
1 ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, who, with a full perſuaſion of the truth of 
the Goſpel, are afraid or aſhamed to ſtand up in its 
vindication, and who therefore tamely acquieſce in the 
violent ſchemes of its oppoſers. What baſe coward- 
ice and treachery is this! In ſuch a cauſe, it is not 
ſufficient, nor is it poſſible, to remain neuter. For 
thus the Saviour has determined, © He that is not with 
me, is againſt me“. 

Years before Ahab was not properly affected by the 
Quill, oi. divine mercy in the removal of the famine; 
nor was any reformation produced in him or his people. 

We might, therefore, have expected, that ſome heavier 
| judgment would have been inflicted, and the protec- 
tion of God entirely withdrawn from them. But, 
though impenitent, they were ſtill favoured, A very 
formidable attack of Benhadad, the king of Syria, threw 
them into the utmoſt conſternation, and threatened 
them with inſtant deſtruction f. Yet Iſrael obtained a 
very ſignal deliverance: again and again their inſulting 
toes were Overcome, not by their good management, 
but by the gracious appointment of Heaven. The 
victory, indeed, was granted, not ſo much out of kind- 
neſs to Ahab or his ſubjects, as to ſecure the divine glory 
in the puniſhment of the Syrian king, who had blaſ- 
phemed the God of Iſrael. It is not uncommon for 
one wicked man to be the inſtrument of chaſtiſing ano- 
ther. Sinners, you may be ſpared and protected by the 
providence of God, in preference to ſome, not more 
abandoned than yourſelves. A longer time of trial 
May be allowed you: but depend nat on your preſent 


* Matt. ii. 30. + 1 Kings, xx. 1, &c, 
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eaſe and proſperity. For deſtruction may ſtill be near, 
even at the doors. Or, what will it avail you, that 
your life be protracted, if you lengthen out your days in 
iniquity? | 3 

Benhadad was delivered into Ahab's power, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of being made an example of juſtice. 
Ahab, however, neglected his commiſſion, and through 
a ſinful lenity not only permitted the inſolent offender 
to eſcape, but treated him as his brother, and entered 
into a fooliſh covenant with him. This conduct was 
highly offenſive to God, who, therefore, ſent by a 
prophet to reprove and to threaten him for his diſobe- 
dience, aſſuring him, that he muſt ſoon loſe his own 
life, in lieu of the criminal, whom he had ſpared. | 
We are not at liberty, in any caſe, to conſult the max- 
ims of pride or worldly prudence ; nay, it may fre- 
quently be dangerous to liſten to the dictates of com- 
paſſion: in every minute particular, the will of the 
Lord ſhould direct our plans. 

The triumph of the king of Iſrael was ſuddenly 
turned into gloom by this ſolemn reprehenſion ; but he 
ſtill retained the ſame unhumbled ſpirit, even under the 
rebuke of Heaven. Inſtead of imploring forgiveneſs, 


« he went to his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed,“ full of 


enmity againſt God and his prophet. The influence 
of divine grace will diſpoſe us to juſtify the ſentence, 
by which we are condemned. But © the haughtineſs 
of man” is unwilling to bow before God; and there- 
fore ſinners are inclined to vindicate themſelves, to be 
ſullen and angry, and to quarrel with the declarations 
of God againſ them, Who can acquit himſelf in this 
matter ? 


matter? Have you not been forward to accuſe your © 
Judge, when you ought to have taken ſhame to your- 
ſelves? Have you not complained of the ſtrictneſs 
and ſeverity of His law? And when a faithful applica- 
tion has been made to your conſciences by the miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt, has not the effect been the ſame, as with 
Ahab? Have you not © gone to a4. houſe heavy 
and diſpleaſed ?” 

Shall we, then, envy the monarch upon his throne ? 
He had obtained a ſignal victory; but the wrath of 
God was kindled againſt him. He poſſeſſed a king- 
dom ; but his own furious and vile paſſions rendered 
him extremely wretched, As if his whole dominion 
could not ſatisfy his deſires, he fixed his eye upon a 
ſmall vineyard, which he coveted as an addition to his 
garden . But this was the paternal inheritance of 
another perſon, Naboth, who, it ſhould ſeem, from a 
conſcientious regard to the law of God 4, refuſed on 
any terms to relinquiſh that, which deſcended to him 
from his anceſtors, and which was entailed upon his 
family. A refuſal from his own ſubje&, the haughty 
prince could not bear; and merely becauſe he could 
not obtain the acceſſion he had longed for, 'being filled 
with rage and anguiſh he gave a uy to a ſullen 
deſpondency. 

What a ſtriking picture does this exhibit; o of the ſin, 
the danger, and the miſery of an envious, proud, and 
avaricious diſpoſition! © Be content with ſuch things 
as ye have 1. Some little enlargement of your in- 
come or your eſtate, you ſuppoſe, would quite ſatisfy 


* 1 Kings xxi, 1, Kc. + Lev. xxv, 23. f Heb, xiii. 5. 
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you, No: you deceive yourſelves: ſomething elſe 
would then be wanted. The rich and the powerful 
are as far from the ſummit of their wiſhes, as the moſt 
indigent. If you had Ahab's property, with Ahab's 
temper, you would be truly wretched. Why ſhould 
you not be ſatisfied, as you now are? Only pray, that 
you may enjoy the love and bleſſing of God with your 
poſſeſſions, and you will find, “ a little that a rig 


. teous man hath, is better than the riches of many 


wicked “.“ 

It rarely happens, that a perſon of a diſcontented, 
malignant ſpirit is not hurried away into ſchemes of 
villany, to accompliſh his object. Satan, probably, or 
ſome of his agents, will furniſh a plan, if you be dif- 
poſed to follow it. The infamous queen, Jezebel, 


contrived and effected the deſtruction of Naboth by 


the baſeſt perfidy, that ſhe might gratify the deſires of 
the king. Ahab, indeed, did not appear in that tranſ- 
action; but he plainly conſented to it, and immediate- 
ly ſeized upon the inheritance of his murdered ſubject. 
Although his wife might be the more obdurate of- 


fender, he himſelf was deſtitute of every good princi- 


ple, and ready to comply with her iniquitous pro- 
jects. The firſt propoſer of a crime is, doubtleſs, 
the moſt culpable; but he, who cheerfully joins as 
an accomplice, ſhall bear his own fin, Nay, even he, 
who only approves the wickedneſs of another, and 1s 
willing to reap the advantage, is chargeable with a de- 
gree of guilt, which admits of no excuſe, 


* Pſal, xxxvii, 16. 


And 
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And what is the fruit of unjuſt gain? Does it 
give peace to the poſſeſſors, or anſwer their expers 
tations? What was Ahab the better, for his much 
coveted vineyard? If he were deaf to the reproofs of 
conſcience, he was made to hear the ſentence of God 
from the mouth of Elijah, who arreſted him upon the 
very ſpot, and in the act of ſeizing the paternal eſtate 
of Naboth, The appearance of the prophet on ſuch 
an occaſion, excited in him the moſt painful feelings, 
and quite confounded him. Being inſtantly ſtruck 
with terror, as if he read his doom in the countenance 
of the man of God, he cried out, Haſt thou found 
me, O mine enemy?” Alas! what could he look for, 
but an enemy, in the meſſenger of Jehovah! Elijah 
charged upon him the impious tranſaction of Naboth's 
murder, and predicted, that he, and his queen, and all 
his family, would ſhortly be cut off by violence. 

How certainly does miſery attend the commiſſion of 
iniquity! And how vain are the hopes, which ſinners 
entertain, of ſecrecy or impunity! * Be ſure, your 
fin will find you out,” God is privy to all your pur- 
poles, and ſooner or later will overwhelm you with 
conſternation at the ſight of your own wickedneſs. It 
will be well, if the denunciations of vengeance drive 
you to repentance, that you may avoid the indigna- 
tion, which is ready to fall upon you. | 

Was Ahab, then, a penitent? We might have ſup- 
poſed ſo, at the firſt appearance. When he heard his 
awful condemnation, © he rent his clothes, and put 
ſackcloth upon his fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſack- 

cloth, and went ſoftly.” Doubtleſs he was alarmed ; 
| and 
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and by ſuch a conduct he made an open confeſſion of 
his fin. But, whatever horrors of mind he felt, he 
experienced no real contrition, no abiding change; as 


the ſequel of the hiſtory will prove. 


Yet even this 


external humiliation procured him ſome temporal ad- | 

The Lord expreſſed a favourable notice of 
it, and declared, that the judgments ſhould be awhile 
delayed. The offender was reprieved, but not par- 


vantages. 


doned. A further trial was granted him; but the for- 


bearance of God produced not its proper effects. 
How aſtoniſhing 1s the divine patience toward thoſe, 


who remain impenitent ! 


The Lord will regard the 


beginning, or even the outward ſigns, of converſion, 
rather than appear unwilling to receive a returning ſin- 


NET. 


Where profeſſions of ſorrow are made, he is 


often pleaſed to ſtay or to withdraw his hand from 


taking vengeance. 


footſtool, and confeſs our guilt before him. But © be 
not deceived; He is not mocked.” No fair ſhew in 
the fight of men can impoſe upon Him. You may 


Let us, therefore, bow at his 


be terrified at death, and under the dread of damna- 
tion may cry for mercy. You may aſſume the garb 
and the language of penitents, and yet continue in 
love and in league with ſin. Are there not thoſe, 
who lately expreſſed great diſtreſs, and an earneſt de- 
fire of amendment, in the time of ſickneſs? And now 
when they are reſtored to health, and again put to the 
trial, is not the warning forgotten? Are not all their 
reſolutions broken? They do not, at leaſt, with the 
fame fervour implore forgiveneſs, but, like Ahab, when 
they feel the rod removed, return to their former ob- 


duracy. 
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duracy. What, then, will be the iſſue? What, in- 
deed, can be expected? Let us attend to the cloſe f 
this wicked life, which exhibits the diſſembler dying 
at laſt in contempt of God, and by his righteous judg- 
ment. 

vers bee In conjunction with Jehoſhaphat, who had 
Chic, 597. formed an alliance with him, he prepared 
for war againſt Syria“. At the inſtance of Jehoſha- 
phat, he pretended to conſult the Lord; but he called 
only for his idolatrous prieſts, whoſe approbation was 
eaſily obtained. Their compliant anſwers, however, 
did not ſatisfy Jehoſhaphat, who wiſhed for a pro- 
phet of Jehovah ; and then Ahab obſerved, that there | 
was a man of that character, Micaiah, whom he hated 
for his tremendous denunciations. We do not won- 
der at ſuch a declaration, The miniſters of God can- 
not expect the love and favour of thoſe, whom they are 
conſtrained to warn and reprove. The preachers of 
the Goſpel mult proclaim the terrors of the Lord 
without reſerve, and it is probable, that on this ground 
many of their hearers will quarrel with them. It is 
true, ſinners, they cannot © propheſy good concern- 
ing you, but evil.” And ſhould you therefore hate 
them, as Ahab did Micaiah? Rather, hate and re- 
nounce your iniquity ; and they will bring you a dif- 
ferent meſſage. 

Me admire the courage and fidelity of Micaiah, who, 
at the hazard of his life, rebuked the king of Iſrael, 
and foretold his ſpeedy deſtruction in the propoſed ex- 
pedition againſt the Syrians, Provoked by this bold 


* I Kings XX11, 2, &c. 
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254 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
addreſs, the haughty prince caſt him into priſon, and, 
as in defiance of Jehovah and his prophet, ruſhed into 
the battle. Such an avowed oppoſition to the voice of 
God and his miniſters is indeed an awful fign. We 


fear for thoſe, who will not liſten to admonitions, 


For © he that being often reproved hardeneth his 


neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without 
remedy *.” ; 


Ahab had probably become more obdurate through 
his late reprieve, and promiſed himſelf a longer reign 


in his ſins: and yet, as if he had ſome dread of the 


threatened danger, he diſguiſed himſelf in the habit of 
a private ſoldier, and put on a coat of mail. But, 
though concealed from the obſervation of his enemies, 
the hand of God found him out. He was wounded 
by an arrow, ſhot © at a venture,” but directed by 
unerring wiſdom; and wounded in the very part, 
where alone he was vulnerable, © between the joints 
of the harneſs.” He felt the approach of death, yet 
gave no ſigns of repentance, and expired the ſame 
evening. According to Eljah's prediction, the dogs 


| licked up his blood; and the whole family was ſoon 


afterwards extirpated. 
What a ſolemn narrative is this! O that it might 


have its proper effect upon careleſs finners ! You flat- 
ter yourſelves, like Ahab, that the menaces of God 


will not be fulfilled : you hope to eſcape his judgment: 


but, with all your contrivances, you cannot fly from 


it. A more awful deſtruction, than that of Ahab in 
the battle, is prepared for you. Still you ruſh on, and, 


* Prov. xxix. 1. 


In 
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in ſpite of every warning, preſume that you ſhall not 
p-riſh, You are enraged with thoſe, who foretel your 
ruin: but they muſt continue to declare, O wicked 
man, thou ſhalt ſurely die *.” And ſoon © ſhall the 
right-aiming thunderbolts go abroad, and from the 
clouds, as from a well-drawn bow, ſhall they fly to the 
mark +.” 1 | 
Some, we truſt, from an apprehenſion of danger and 
a belief of the Goſpel, are ſeeking by humiliation and 
prayer to obtain deliverance. © Turn ye to the ſtrong 
hold, ye priſoners of hope .“ Jeſus will graciouſly 
receive you, and ſecure you from the ſtorms of im- 
pending wrath. If you fly to Him for refuge, you 
ſhall never be confounded, When the deſtroying 
Angel ſhall go forth, and ſlay an innumerable company, 
you ſhall have a mark in your foreheads, which will 
effectually preſerve you: and you ſhall enter into the 


joy of your Lord for ever. 


* Ezek. xxxiii. 8. 4 Wiſd. v. 21. Þ Zech. ix. 12, 
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JEHOSHAPHAT. 


CHAP. VII. 


Jeboſbapbat, his excellent charaffer—his attention to bis 
kingdom—proſpered under the divine bleſſing —joined 
affmity with Abab—the bad conſequences of that alli- 
ance—reproved and threatened—renewed his endeavours 
for the public good—miraculouſly delivered from confe- 

derate enemies—deſtroyed idolatry—again and again 
aſſociated with the court of 1ſrael—/ſuffered for it. 


WI have beheld with grief the low ſtate of religion 
in the kingdom of Iſrael, and the awful departure both 
of the princes and the people from the Lord God of 
their fathers. We now turn our eyes to the other part 
of the land, and obſerve the poſture of affairs in the 
kingdom of Judah. Here a more agreeable proſpect 
opens upon us. Great corruptions, indeed, both in 
worſhip and in morals prevailed. But it pleaſed God 
to raiſe up many pious rulers from the family of Da- 
vid, (in which, according to the promiſe, the ſucceſ- 
ſion to the throne of Judah was continued withaut 
interruption) and theſe, by a zealous exertion of their 
power, were the means of reviving the true knowledge 
and fear of God among their ſubjects. 

The character, now propoſed to us, belongs to this 
deſcription, and ſtands eminently diſtinguiſhed in the 
ſacred 


jrnOSHAPHAT: i) 22357 
facred hiſtory. He was the ſon of the good king Aſa; 
and doubtleſs he owed much to the example and in- 
ſtructions of ſuch a father. O that the children of 
godly parents were duly ſenſible of their peculiar ad- 
vantages, and anxious to improve them, as they ought, 
to the beſt purpoſes ! 

Years bene Jehoſhaphat, who was the fourth in lineal 
ent, 914+ deſcent from Solomon; came to the crown 
at the time that Ahab reigned over Iſrael. For twenty- 
five years the nation enjoyed the bleſſing of his wiſe _ 
and upright government; and by his pious exhorta- 
tions, as well as holy practice, they were taught and 
encouraged to walk in the way of righteouſneſs. How 
excellent, how lovely is true religion! From the view 
of ſuch a character, may we be excited to imitate, what 
we are conſtrained to admire |! | 
Immediately upon his acceſſion, he diſcovered a 
prudent regard to the ſafety of his dominions, and put 
them in a proper poſture of defence“. But he was 
chiefly ſolicitous to promote the honour of God, and 
the ſpiritual intereſts of the people. He abhorred the 
corruptions of the neighbouring kingdom, and ſet him- 
ſelf to correct the abuſes, which obtained among his 
own ſubjects. He not only avowed himſelf the ſer- 
vant of Jehovah, but manifeſted a peculiar zeal, cou- 
rage, and delight in his obedience to him. Grieved 
for the ignorance and profaneneſs which had ſpread 
throughout the land, he took the moſt effectual method 
to obviate and remove them. For he ſent Prieſts and 
Levites, accompanied by ſome of the principal officers 


* 2 Chron, xvii. 1, &c, 
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of his court, to publiſh and explain the divine law from 
city to city. Thus the piety of the Church and the 
power of. the State were united and exerted for the 
nobleſt purpoſes. The king of Judah, then, in his 
religious fervour, reſembled his illuſtrious anceſtor 
David, whoſe conduct, it ſhould ſeem, in the beft 
parts of it, he propoſed for his own imitation. 

Great were the advantages, which reſulted to Jeho- 
ſhaphat 1n particular, and to the nation at large. He 
ſoon became a proſperous, rich, and potent prince, 
and faw his ſubjects around him ſecure, peaceable and 
happy. He was recompenſed with the preſence and 
the bleſſing of that God, whom he ſerved: © The Lord 
was with him;“ and to this cauſe we are taught to 
aſcribe the affluence, the honour, the ſtrength, and the 
tranquillity, which he enjoyed. The ſacred hiſtory 
requires us to acknowledge the hand of God in every 
event. Not a ſparrow falls on the ground without 
Him.” This is but little regarded: for are not the 
laws of nature, or thoſe unmeaning terms, fortune and 
chance, ſubſtituted in the place of the Divine Provi- 
dence? And 1s not Jehovah nearly excluded by us 
from the government of his own world? He is not 
ſought to, for ſucceſs; and the praiſe of it is not given 
to Him, but to human diligence, foreſight, or good ma- 
nagement; or if there be no pretence to any of thele, 
it is referred to ſome lucky hit, of which no account 
can be rendered. O ſinners, we warn you not to 
preſume upon your abilities, nor to ſuppole that your 
ſchemes will certainly proſper, notwithſtanding your 


contempt of religion. The God of heaven, whom you 
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ſet at nought, may inſtantly defeat your beſt concerted 
plans, and turn them to confuſion. 

How wonderful is the dominion which He exerciſes 
over us! He diſpoſes of all our concerns, according 
to his own pleaſure; but his interpoſition is not uſually 
viſible. He governs all our hearts, and accompliſhes 
his purpoſes, chiefly by this ſecret influence. Yet we 
are free; for we a& agreeably to our own views, de- 
ſires, and paſſions. This powerful acceſs, which God 
has to the human mind, myſterious as it is, muſt be 
confeſſed in the hiſtory before us. Jehoſhaphat © had 
riches and honour in abundance;” and his ſubjeQs 
were inclined not only to obey him, but to bring him 
many preſents ;—becauſe * the Lord ſtabliſhed the 
kingdom in his hand.” He was not haraſſed by out- 
ward enemies, for they raiſed no war againſt him; but, 
if we would aſſign the reaſon, we mult look higher 
than Jehoſhaphat, and obſerve a ſtrong and effeCtual 
reſtraint laid upon thoſe, who would otherwiſe have 
diſtreſſed him: © the fear of the Lord fell upon all the 
kingdoms round about.” Nay, many of them, who 
ſeemed moſt unlikely, made large and voluntary offer- 
ings to him; ſo that his wealth and magnificence were 
increaſed exceedingly. 

In this inſtance, then, at leaſt, the beauty and the 
advantages of real piety will be acknowledged. In 
every ſituation it is amiable and uſeful, but it is eſpe- 
cially ſo, when joined with authority, A zeal for 
truth and righteouſneſs among our governors, and 
active exertions for the propagation of the Goſpel, 
would produce the moſt beneficial effects, as tending 

82 to 
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to revive the work of God in our land. Nor would 
this regard to religion be inimical to the temporal in- 
tereſts of the community, or contrary to ſound politics, 
It would not prevent an, attention to the ſecurity of 
our dominions. Forts might be built, garriſons eſtab- 
liſhed, numerous armies maintained, and large buſineſs 
tranſacted, as in the realm of Jehoſhaphat. A better 
conſideration, however, than that of all human means 
of protection, is, The Lord would be our defence; 
the Holy One of Iſrael our king.” 

But not merely are pious rulers an extenſive bleflings 
all lively, exemplary Chriſtians are ſo, as far as their 
influence can reach. It is incumbent upon us all, to 
employ what talents we have, for the honour of God 
and the ſalvation of ſouls. You are ready to remark, 
probably, how much good others might do, who poſſeſs 
more power, and how much you yourſelves would do, 
with their abilities. Alas! you know not your own 
hearts. Why are you not “ faithful in that which is 
little?” Have you ſet-up the worſhip of God in your 
houſes ? Though you preſide not, as Jehoſhaphat, over 
a kingdom, is not the charge of a family important? 
And why ſhould not you inſtruct your domeſtics, as he 
did his ſubjects, in © the book of the law of the Lord?” 
But be conſiſtent, as he was: do not recommend one 
thing, and practiſe another. Begin, therefore, with 
yourſelves: “ ſeek to the Lord God of Iſrael,“ and 
then call upon your children and ſervants to follow 
your example. | 

Are you afraid, that by ſuch a conduct you ſhall in- 


Cur hatred and oppoſition, and thas 1 injure your tempo- 
ral 
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ral concerns? Be it ſo; care not for it: You will 
ſuffer in a glorious cauſe, and receive an hundred fold 
reward. But your fears may magnify your danger. 
The Lord will give you as much of the good things of 
this life, as is expedient for you: for © both riches 
and honour come of Him.” We do not exhort you to 
enter upon a religious courſe from the mercenary ex- 
pectation of worldly proſperity : yet the faithful ſer- 
vants of Chriſt frequently obtain even preſent advan- 
tages, which more than counterbalance all their loſſes. 
Of this at leaſt be aſſured, and it ought to ſatisfy you, 
the Lord will be with you, as He was with Jehoſha- 
phat. 

Years before But no human character is perfect: in this 
Chric, 897- eminent prince a ſad defect was found. Ah! 
how mortifying to our pride is the conſideration of that 
ſtrength of depravity, which remains in the moſt ex- 
cellent of the earth ! Yet Jehoſhaphat's offence con- 
ſiſted not in the commiſſion of any groſs iniquity, 
Doubtleſs, he acted in a diſhonourable and incon- 
gruous manner, if we regard his religious profeſſions, 
Though he had diſcovered ſuch amazing firmneſs in 
oppoſing idolatry, he was induced, probably from 
worldly motives, to form a connection with idolaters. 
Strange indeed, that he ſhould go ſo contrary to his 
own principles, and to his general conduct ! But every 
believer feels that within himſelf, which will account 
for ſuch unſteadineſs in others; for he ſays, © The evil, 
which I would not, that I do *.“ 


* Rom. vii. 19. 
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Perhaps his riches and his honours were a ſnare to 
him. We know, at leaſt, the danger of proſperity; 
for it uſually puffs up the mind, and ſuggeſts plans for 
further exaltation, which are very unfavourable to real 
piety. © Jehoſhaphat joined affinity with Ahab “,“ 
the wicked ruler of Iſrael. He married his ſon Jeho- 
ram to Athaliah the daughter of Ahab. Perhaps he 
did this from abſurd maxims of policy; it might be 
from the expectation of uniting the two kingdoms again 
under his own poſterity. But it was diſpleaſing to 
God, extremely hurtful to himſelf, and a miſchievous. 
example to his ſubjects. Alliances of this kind, with 
ſuch as have no true regard to God, have been fatal 


to thouſands, who once appeared eminent in religion. 


Little harm may be apprehended from them ; for it is 
generally ſuppoſed at firſt, that the acquaintance be- 
tween the two families need not be very intimate. 
But one thing inſenfibly leads on to another; and if 
you make any advance to conciliate the favour of pro- 
fane perſons, you will probably be drawn into famili- 
arities and compliances with them, which once you 
would have abhorred. A 

Intermarriages will naturally produce an intercourſe 
between the parents of the reſpective parties. Jeho- 
ſhaphat viſited Ahab; and, whilſt they were feaſting 


together, the king of Judah conſented to join his forces 


with Ahab, and to accompany him to battle againſt 
Syria.. He did not, indeed, renounce or conceal his 
religion in that wicked court; for he adviſed, that 
they ſhould conſult the word of the Lord, But, alas! 


* 2 Chron. xviii. 1, &c. 


how 
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how vain to think of inquiring of God in ſuch an 
houſe ! Four hundred of the idolatrous prieſts of Baal 
were introduced, and Jehoſhaphat was compelled to 
hear their flatteries and their lies. Probably, he felt 
diſguſt, and therefore deſired, that Micaiah, the faith- 
ful prophet of Jehovah, might be ſent for; but he 
could have little ſatisfaction, while he ſaw the man of 
God and his meſſage derided, and could ſcarcely deer. 
in his behalf. 

You plead in favour of alliances with worldly, per- 
ſons, that your uſefulneſs may be thereby extended ; 
ſince you may draw thoſe over to the ſervice of God, 
who are now prejudiced againſt it. But does not the 
contrary effect more uſually take place? It is not ſo 
likely, that you will profit them, as that they will hurt 
you. If you cultivate an intimacy with them, you 
will be led to make ſacrifices, which your conſciences 
condemn: at leaſt, you muſt often be ſilent, when 
your mouth ſhould be open to bear witneſs for God, 
O beware, leſt you wound, if not deſtroy, your ſouls, 
in compliment to them ! 

Prudential motives are alleged; and it is aſked, 
Why ſhould we give up the proſpect of great advan- 
| tage? ——It requires no proof, ſurely, that to violate 
a plain duty from a regard to gain is an avowed rejec- 
tion of God. But it deſerves our notice, that thoſe, 
who embark in any wrong ſcheme from lucrative or 
ambitious views, are generally diſappointed. —— Jeho- 
ſhaphat accompanied Ahab to the battle, in direct op- 
poſition to the Lord's prophet ; and there his life was 
expoſed to the moſt imminent danger, and reſcued 
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from the aſſaults of the Syrians, only by a miracle, 
The Lord ſuffered him to come into the utmoſt ex- 
tremity, to convince-him of his guilt, and then inter- 
poſed for his deliverance, . While the enemy com- 
paſſed him about to kill him, © he cried out, and the 
Lord helped him; and Gop Moved THEM to depart 
from him.” He was permitted to eſcape : but what 
profit had he received from his vifit ? The Lord, who 
ſpared him in mercy, ſent a very ſolemn reproof to 
him, and a denunciation of wrath, for aſſociating with 
the ungodly . The ſaints are puniſhed for their 
miſconduct, but not finally deſtroyed, as the wicked 
are. And do we not obſerve, by the awful reprehen- 
ſion and chaſtiſement of this upright and eminent ſer- 
vant of God, that the peculiar fin, into which he ſell, is 
molt hateful and pernicious ? 

Jehoſhaphat returned to his duty, and, by a vigi- 
lant attention to his proper work, endeavoured to re- 
pair the miſchief, which his familiarity with Ahab, 
poſſibly, produced in the nation. It ſhould ſeem, that 
a conſiderable declenſion had taken place. Alas! how 
ready are ſinners to throw off reſtraint, when pious 
rulers or teachers flacken their diligence, and are them- 
ſelves betrayed into wrong conduct! The king of 
Judah, then, ſet himſelf again to reform his ſubjects, 
with the ſame holy ardour as before. He attended in 
perſon to correct abuſes, and to deliver inſtructions. 
Nor were his labours vain: He brought back the 
people to the Lord God of their fathers.” The regu- 
lar and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, alſo, through 


F 2 Chron, xix. 1, &c, 


every . 
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every part of the land, engaged his ſerious regard, 
He appointed judges and officers, and charged” them 
to execute their truſt faithfully, as in the preſence of 
God. How deſirable is it to ſee thoſe, who have 
declined, effectually recovered, and proving their re- 
covery by a zealous and ftrift performance of their duty 
in their different ſituations of life! Enough remains 
for each of us to do; eſpecially as much harm may 
have ariſen from our former negligence : and though 
we cannot expatriate our paſt iniquity, yet the remem- 
brance of it ſhould excite us to double diligence in the 
work of Gad. 0 

The king of Judah, who had been threatened with 
the divine diſpleaſure, was foon made to know, that 
his ſafety depended upon God alone, without whoſe 
protection he muſt have been oyerwhelmed by his con- 
federate enemies. A numerous hoſt of Moabites, Am- 
monies, and others, invaded his land, and threw him 
into the utmoſt conſternation ®. Then, probably, he 
felt ſhame and diſtreſs for his fin, as well as dread on 
account of his danger. But let us obſerve in him a 
remarkable pattern of humiliation, faith, and devotion, 
Though perplexed, he did not lie down in deſpair, but 
* firſt © ſer himſelf to ſeek the Lord,“ and afterward 
called upon all his people to do the ſame. He pro- 
claimed a faſt throughout all Judah ; and they gathered 
themſelves out of all the cities to aſk help of the Lord.” 
In this large and ſolemn aſſembly the prince himſelf 
preſided, and, as the mouth of the congregation, prayed 
aloud unto God before them all, with ſingular fervour. 


* 2 Chron, xx. 1, &c. 
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Deeply ſenſible of their entire dependence upon God, 
the ſovereign and omnipotent diſpoſer of all the king- 
doms of the world, he pleaded the Lord's peculiar re- 
lation to them, and former mercies beſtowed upon 
them; and then repreſenting their diſtreſs, and profeſſ- 
ing a full reliance upon Him, he entreated his favour- 
able interpoſition. 

ct The Lord is merciful and gracious, low to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy: He will not always chide, 
neither will he keep his anger for ever *.“ Jehoſha- 
phat, therefore, received an anſwer of peace: for a 
prophet was immediately commiſſioned to encourage 
both the prince and all his ſubjects, and to aſſure them 
that on the very next day, if they would go forth in 
faith to meet their enemies, they ſhould obtain a com- 
plete victory without an. engagement. Jehoſhaphat 
believed, worſhipped, and praiſed God. In obedience 
to the divine mandate, he prepared his people, and 
exhorted them to truſt the Lord, to expect his pro- 
miſed aid, and to extol Him * whoſe mercy endureth 
for ever,” He himſelf led.them out to the field, whi- 
ther they advanced with hymns of loud thankſgivings to 
God, as if ſhouting for the conqueſt, In an inſtant 
the combined armies were confounded, and, like per- 
ſons ſeized with a phrenſy, they deſtroyed each other. 
Was there ever a more exemplary proof of the efficacy 
of prayer and faith in God? Haw viſible was his in- 
terpoſition in behalf of his ſervants, who had only to 
« ſtand ſtill and ſee his ſalvation!” To Him, there- 
fore, the glory was devoutly aſcribed ; for the men of 
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Judah, conducted by their prince, returned, as they 
went, with ſongs of joy, confeſſing that © the Lord 
had made them to rejoice over their enemies.” The 
hand of God appeared ſo manifeſtly in this event, that 
all the ſurrounding nations, being ſtruck with awe, no 
more dared to repeat their hoſtilities. To the divine 
influence, then, exerted upon the minds of his adver- 
faries, and not to his own wiſdom or courage, Jeho- 
ſhaphat was indebted for the quiet, which he afterwards 
enjoyed. 

How ſingular is the whole of this tranſaction! How 
inſtructive a pattern do we behold in the pious king of 
Judah! Backſliders, who are puniſhed for their of- 
fences, may be encouraged from him to renew their 
application to the throne of grace, and maintain their 
hope in God. You may be brought into ſo great 
perils, that an eſcape may ſeem impoſſible ; but when 
like Jchoſhaphat you © know not what to do,” lift up 
your eyes to the Father of all mercies, and wait for 
His ſalvation. Only come with unfeigned penitence, 
and reſt with compoſure and firmneſs on His promiſes 
for help. Go forth with joy and confidence in Him, 
and believe that it will be, as He hath ſaid. You ſhall 
not be diſappointed : for, when you find no refuge, 
He will * his * faithfulneſs, and love on 
your behalf. 

How glorious, then, does our God appear! . His 
compaſſions fail not. Come, and let us return 
unto the Lord: for He hath torn, and He will heal 
us; He hath ſmitten, and He will bind us up. Our 


help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and 
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and earth *.” In our deepeſt diſtrefſes and moſt im- 
minent dangers, when all viſible means of fafety are 
removed, we will truſt in Him, and not be afraid. For 
te behold the Lord's hand is not ſhortened, that it 
cannot fave; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear .“ Faith grounds its expectation, not on human 
probabilities, but on the declarations of Jehovah : and 
it ſhould be remembered, that the moſt remarkable de- 
liverances of the Church have been effected, either 
without the aid of men, or with ſuch as in itſelf would 
be weak and contemptible. Thus it is undeniable, 
that © ſalvation is of the Lord ;” and hereby He _ 
cures the whole glory to Himſelf. 

What, though your enemies be ſtrong and furious: | 
they are all under his control, and He will repreſs 
their violence, as He pleaſes, to fulfil his own purpoſes, 
te Surely, the wrath of man ſhall praiſe Thee; the 
remainder of wrath ſhalt Thou reſtrain 4. Is, then, 
we enjoy peace and comfort in our nation, our neigh- 
bourhood, or our families, we know to whom we are 
indebted; and we praiſe our God, who, has given us 
this reſt. | 

Jehoſhaphat continued, as a wiſe and pious ruler, to 
enforce among his ſubjects an attention to the ſervice, 
and an obedience to the law, of God. Doubtleſs, he 
was extenſively uſeful; but though he did much, he 
could not do all that he deſired. He had deſtroyed 
idolatry, and put away the Sodomites, and other abo- 
minations, out of the land; but the people could not 


„ Lam. iii. 22. Hoſ. vi. 1. Pfal. cxxiv. 83. + Ia, lix. 1. 
+ Pfal. Ixxvi. 10. 


be 
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be ptevailed on to forſake the high places, where re- 
ligious rites were performed to the true God. Per- 
haps, he had not courage to correct this irregularity z 
or it might not be prudent to attempt it, on account 


of che extreme degeneracy of the nation. We ſhould 


not expect every thing from the belt of men. Conſi- 
dering the ſtate of human nature, we rejoice in any 
degree of amendment, and wonder not that no more 
good is effected; Many difficulties will occur, to im- 
pede the progreſs and full eſtabliſhment of reformation : 
but © arife, and be doing, and the Lord will be with 
you.” © Be always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; foraſmuch as ye know, thac your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.“ 

We are again obliged to cenſure this very excellent 
king, becauſe the facred writers have done it. He had 
been reproved and puniſhed for his intimacy with 
Ahab, and yet he relapſed; by forming another con- 
nection in the fame irreligious family, with the ſon and 
ſucceſſor of Ahab. Even after that aſtoniſhing deliver - 
ance which God had wrought for him, and though he 
had ſmarted for his late folly, we find him joining in a 
commercial treaty with Ahaziah, who, like his father, 
was a very profane character. They deſigned to fend 
a trading fleet, which they had equipped, to the eaſt, 
and to ſhare the profits. But God, in mercy to Je- 
hoſhaphat, blaſted the ſcheme, and fruſtrated his hopes 
of gain. His ſhips were deſtroyed in the port; and a 
prophet of Jehovah declared, that this was appointed 
as a chaſtiſement for his attachment to that wicked 
houſe, Thus the alliance was broken; and the divine 

1 | rebuke 
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rebuke had its proper effect, at leaſt for the ſeaſon, 
for, though urged by the king of Iſrael, he peremp- 
torily refuſed to renew the compact . If we 
departed from God, and be recovered even by the 
ſevereſt corrections, let us be thankful for any loſſes, 
which may have prevented the loſs of our immortal 
fouls : let us praiſe the Lord, who ſought after us, and 
left us not to periſh in our ſins. 

But how ſtrong is the tendency of our nature to evil! 
How prone are the moſt holy men to yield to thoſe 
very corruptions, which they ſeem to have renounced 
and overcome! Some time after the laſt tranſaction, 
we find Jehoſhaphat once more in confederacy with 
the profane court of Iſrael, and joining in a warlike 
expedition with Jehoram, as he had done with Ahab f. 
Here again he was reduced to extreme difficulties, and 
reſcued as before, by the Lord's interpoſition. Doubt- 
leſs, he maintained his integrity to the end; but we 
ſee his weakneſs, and tremble for ourſelves. He was, 
probably, of an eaſy, compliant humour, and unwil- 
ling to diſoblige his friends. The firſt wrong ſtep was, 
his taking a wiſe for his ſon from ſuch a family; as 
this paved the way for all the ſubſequent miſchiefs. If 
induced to it by the proſpect of advantage, he was 
utterly diſappointed. Much he ſuffered in his own 
perſon, and many calamities happened to his deſcend- 
- ants, in conſequence of this affinity. His immediate 
ſucceſſor, Jehoram, who married Ahab's daughter, 
proved a deteſtable character; that wicked woman 
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attempted to extirpate all his poſterity ; and one child 
only was preſerved, in a wonderful manner “. 

Ah! what complicated miſeries follow from, what 
may ſeem, a trifling inſtance of miſconduct! Believers, 
think not yourſelves ſecure : eſpecially, if you feel a 
diſpoſition to be kind, beware of a conformity to the 
world. Your placid temper, which is truly amiable, 
expoſes you to peculiar ſnares, Conſider at leaſt, 
what is © the ſin, which doth ſo eaſily beſet you.“ 
Though you have renounced ir, and ſuppoſe yourſelves 
free from its aſſaults, it will continually recur, and ſoli- 
cit freſh indulgence. Your fleſh, in one way or ano- 
ther, will maintain the conflict, till you lay down your 
earthly tabernacles in the duſt. 

But let not the weakneſs of Jehoſhaphat, or of any 
other faint, be alleged in juſtification of thoſe, who are 
entirely © of the fleſh, and do mind the things of the 
fleſh.” Your comphlances are not merely occaſional, 
or ſuch as you are unwillingly drawn into, by ſurpriſe 
or violence of temptation, They ſuit your diſpoſi- 
tion, and conſtitute your ſettled rule of conduct. Your 
caſe then, is very different from theirs, who are 
not of the world, but choſen out of it.” The ſepara- 
tion, to which they are called, is what you would 
dread as the heavieſt misfortune. © Ye adulterers, 
and adultereſſes, know ye not that the friendſhip of the 
world is enmity with God ? Whoſoever, therefore, will 

be a friend of the world, is the enemy of God +,” 


* 2 Chron. xxi. 6. xxii. 10, &Cs 
4 James iv. 4. 
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CHAP. vn! 


S ECT. I. 


Elijab, an extraordinary propbet warned the Tſraeltet= 
threatened Ahab with a droughi— protected from his 
 rage—fed by ravens—ſent to a poor widow at Zare- 
phath—raiſed her ſon to life again reproved Abab— 
confounded the worſhippers of Baal, and * the ido- 
latrous prieſts. 


How vain are all worldly pomps and diſlin&tions, 
however eagerly coveted and purſued! Are they not 


frequently beſtowed on men of the baſeſt character, 
and withheld from thoſe, who are, decidedly, the fa- 


vourites of Heaven? We are expreſsly told, that ſome 
eminent ſaints ** wandered about in ſheepſkins and 
goatſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented.” Had 
we, indeed, been witneſſes of all that contempt and 
variety of diſtreſs, which they experienced, while 
te they wandered in deſerts, and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth,” we might have conclud- 
ed againſt them. But we hear the teſtimony of an 
infallible judge, © Of theſe the world was not worthy * 

they were, of all others, deareſt to God, his moſt 


. 7 ithful 
al 


* 
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faithful ſervants, and the brighteſt ornaments of his 
Church; and very ſhortly they will appear with pecu- 
liar luſtre in the kingdom of his glory. 

This deſcription, probably, may be applicable to 
many ancient believers. We know One ſuch inſtance 
at leaſt : Elyah, who ſtands among the foremoſt in the 
liſt of ſcripture worthies, is exactly characterized by it. | 

Next to Moſes, perhaps, he is the moſt extraordi- 
nary prophet, whoſe life is recorded in the old teſta- 
ment. There was indeed a ſtrong hkeneſs between 
theſe two, in various particulars; and they were both 
ſelected for the diſtinguiſhed honour of attending our 
Lord on the mount of transfiguration : “ they appeared 
in glory, talking with Him, and ſpake of his deceaſe, 
which He- ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem“ . It 
will be recollected, alſo, that a perſon of great emi- 
nence in the new teſtament is compared to Elijah. 
John the Baptiſt, who was foretold by his very name, 
is deſcribed as a man of the ſame ſpirit, of a ſimilar 
habit and appearance, alike abſtemious and abſtracted 
from ſociety, alike firm and undaunted in maintaining 
the cauſe of God f. Many important leſſons of in- 
ſtruction, doubtleſs, may be derived from the example 
before us. But his office and ſituation were fo ſingu- 
lar, that in ſome circumſtances, we allow, he cannot 
properly be propoſed as a pattern for exact imitation, 
ſo much as a ſubject of our devout wonder and admi- 
ration. Throughout the whole of his moſt intereſting 
life, we obſerve him employed as the immediate meſ- 


* Luke ix, 30,31, + 2 Kings i. 8. Mal. iv. 5, Matt. iii. 4 
xi. 14. xvii. 12. Luke i. 17, | 
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ſenger of Heaven, and ſupported, by a continued ſe- 
ries of miracles, under afflictive diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence and great violence of perſecution, Let us 
glority God in him. | | 

He was ſent to the rebellious houſe of Iſrael, to re- 
prove them for their departure from the Lord, to vin- 
dicate the honour of his law, and to reſtore his ſervice, 
Though clothed in mean apparel, with what majeſty 
and authority did he ſpeak and act! He called ſinners 
to repentance, rebuking and exhorting ; and, without 
dreading the wrath of the king, he denounced, and 
even executed, the judgments, of God againſt him and 
his ſubjects. We admire the patience and mercy of 
our God in viſiting that people, ſo generally corrupt 
and abandoned, and in raiſing up ſuch an one to main- 
tain his truth among them. And do we not praiſe 
Him for his goodneſs in waiting upon us by the miniſ- 
try of the Goſpel, amidſt ſuch univerſal depravity and 
contempt of Himſelf? We acknowledge, to the glory 
of his grace, that He has ſent among us many faithful 


_ witneſſes, whom he has ſupported and proſpered, for 


the revival of his work in this ſinful and adulterovs ge- 


neration. 

Year er Elijah is introduced in the ſacred hiſtory 
gio. without any mention of his parentage or ex- 

traction. In the firſt account, which is given of him, 

we find him delivering an unwelcome meſſage from 

the Lord to the king of Iſrael, and threatening 4 

drought upon the land * We apprehend, that many 


former warnings had been deſpiſed, and that this judg- 


1 Kings xvii. 1, &c. 
4 ment 
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ment was inflicted as a puniſhment, both on the prince 
and the people, for their rejection of the prophet. 
They were taught, that he had received his commil- 
fon from Heaven, when they ſaw the rain granted or 
withheld according to his word, — The God of na- 
ture, with uncontrollable authority, rules over all. The 
various hoſts of creatures are at his command; and 


when He ſhall direct, they are ready to go forth as the 


executioners of his vengeance, to chaſtiſe or deſtroy 
ungodly ſinners. The rain falls not by chance, but by 
his appointment; and very frequently © He turneth a 
fruitful land into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them 
that dwell therein.” The ſcornful treatment of his 
miniſters, eſpecially, will be ſure to rouſe his indigna- 
tion, 

For three years and a half, * the heaven was ſhut 
up, and great famine was throughout all the land “.“ 
It is almoſt inconceivable, how terrible the effects muſt 
have been: and yet the people remained impenitent. 
Ahab, and his queen Jezebel, if nor his ſubjects in ge- 
neral, inſtead of turning to the Lord with contrition, 


ſought the life of the prophet, as if he, and not their 


own guilt, had occaſioned theif calamities. But he 
was protected from their rage, and ſupported by a con- 
tinued miracle, though he could not bur partake of the 
public diſtreſs. The very courſe of nature was over- 
ruled, that his bread might not fail: and yet it pleaſed 
God to put his faith and obedience conſtantly to the 
trial and to require the moſt deciſive evidence of his 
hacerity, in the moſt difficult circumſtances, 


* Luke iv. 25. 
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Wh. He commanded him to fly to a conſiderable diſtancey 
; 0 and for a time to ſeparate himſelf from all ſociety, aſ- 
19 ſuring him, that a little brook, where he ſhould lie 
. ] concealed, would furniſh him with water, and that the 
a by ravens ſhould be commiſſioned to bring him food. He 
ls { i believed the word, and complied with this extraordi- 
1 *ã7 nary direction; nor did the promiſe diſappoint him: 
11 . he drank of the brook, and the birds of prey brought 
* him regular ſupplies of bread and fleſh. In that re- 
F tired ſituation, he ſeemed to be cut off from all public 
? 44 uſefulneſs; but doubtleſs he enjoyed ſweet intercourſe 
i 4 with God, and offered up fervent prayer for the con- 
14 verſion of his impenitent country. We perceive and 
BY, admire the peculiar energy of that faith, which en- 
1 9 abled him day after day to expect his maintenance in a 
1 way the moſt improbable. For bow ſtrange, that the 
19 bi very ravens ſhould act ſo contrary to their nature, as to 
1 forego their own indulgence, and miniſter to the relief 
5 of the prophet! | | 
Bl Are we alſo ready to go, wherever the Lord ſhall 
5 Hi call? Ah! what fears and apprehenſions would diſtract 
4 i our minds in fimilar circumſtances! But, though the 
5 external means of ſubſiſtence appear to be at our com- 
„ mand, faith was not more neceſſary for Elijah, than it 
. is for us: we ſhould ſtill live, from day to day, de- 


pendent upon the God of providence for our daily 
bread. Has not He ſuſtained us hitherto in a wonder- 
ful manner? Are we not as much indebted to Him for 
our ſupport, as if we had been fed by a miracle ? Per- 
haps, we have been aſſiſted by thoſe perſons, who 


ſeemed as unlikely to be kind, as the very rayens. In 
4 many 


6 
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many inſtances we have found men of a fierce and 

_ greedy diſpoſition, reſiſting, as it were, the impulſe of 
their nature, renounce their own advantages, and diſ- 
cover an uncommon tenderneſs and regard towards the 
deſpiſed and perſecuted ſervants of the Lord. Surely, 
this ought to be aſcribed to His powerful influence, 
exerted on the behalf of thoſe, whom He has engaged 
to protect. 

After ſome time, the faith of Elijah was tried in a 
different way. The brook, which had ſupplied him 
with water, dried up, and his ſituation, therefore, be- 
came untenable. However, the Lord, who ſtill ex- 
tended the ſame care toward him, directed him to go 
to Zarephath, a town of Phenicia, and aſſured him, 
that a poor widow of Gentile extraction would ſupport 
him, though baniſhed from his own country. Many 
objections might ariſe in his mind; but he obeyed 
the command, and obtained the promiſed help. May 
We poſſeſs a ſimilar truſt and ſubmiſſion! For what 
have we to do, but to follow our Guide, though we 
know not whither He leads us? If, inſtead of this 
unreſerved reliance upon Him, we queſtion the pro- 
priety of his appointments, and “ conſult with fleſh 
and blood,” we ſhall probably be tempted to take a 
- wrong courſe, and thereby be involved in innumerable 
difficulties, 

When the prophet reached the end of his journey, 
the way was prepared for his reception. The very 
woman, whom he ſought, came out of the city juſt as 
he arrived there; and perhaps it had been intimated to 


her, that, notwithſtanding her diſtreſſes, ſhe muſt en- 
TY tertain 
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tertain this ſingular gueſt. He found her gathering a 
few ſticks, in order to bake her laſt handful of meal 
for herſelf and her ſon, expecting that they mult ſhortly 
periſh with hunger. Surely, he could not aſk relief 
from one in ſuch circumſtances. But, having an in- 


fallible word to depend on, he entreated her to miniſter 


unto him out of her ſmall pittance, and affured her from 
the Lord, that her wants ſhould be fupplied, though 
inviſibly, This, doubtleſs, proved a ſevere trial to her, 


and remarkably diſplayed her faith and piety. She 
_ complied with the requiſition, and obtained a recom- 


pence for her obedience. Long time ſhe and her fa- 
mily, together with the prophet, were miraculouſly 
ſupported. It might ſeem to them continually, that 
they were eating their laſt morſe] ; but there ſtill re- 
mained ſecret reſources, ſo that © the barrel of meal 


waſted not, neither did the cruſe of oil fail.” 


The ſame kind of interpoſition may not be granted 


to us, But why do we inquire with ſo much perplex- 


ity, © What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drink?“ 
Seek firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
and all other things, needful or expedient, ſhall be 
added unto you. What means your unbeliet? Has 
God forgotten to be gracious, or violated his word? 
Docs not He {till feed the fowls of the air? And, ſince 
the fulneſs of the earth is His, has he not a thouſand 
ways of relieving your neceſſities ? 
Do any perſons wonder, that Elijah was ſent to a 
Sidonian, rather than to any of the families of Iſrael ? 
Our Lord has taught us, from this very inſtance, to 
beware of truſting to our religious privileges, leſt 
others 
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others with inferior advantages ſhould obtain the pre- 
ference . We ſhould alſo fear to deſpiſe the miniſters 
of God, leſt we be puniſhed by their utter removal, 
The Goſpel itſelf may be taken from us, and given to 
another people. For the Lord God acts in a ſovereign 
manner : He beſtows and withdraws his favours, where 
and when He pleaſes, 

During Elijah's reſidence with the widow, her ſon 
ſickened and died. The poor diſtreſſed mother, under 
deep convictions of her guilt, conſidered the calamity 
as a judgment inflicted upon her by the prophet, and 
with ſome impatience deſired him to depart, as if ſhe 
was not able to ſtand in his preſence. This affliftive 
circumſtance ſeemed at firſt to ſtagger his faith. But, 
in anſwer to his very fervent prayer, the child revived. 
Thus the Lord put a freſh and diſtinguiſhed honour 
upon him, as well as magnified his own power. Be- 
fore that time, no ſuch miracle, that we know of, had 
ever been wrought upon the earth; and in this view, 
we cannot conceive a more 1lluſtrious inſtance of de- 
pendence upon God, than that of Elijah, who could 
alk and confidently expect ſuch an event to take place. 
Years before Elijah's long continuance at Zarephath, 
Chriſt, about A 2 

„b. probably, gave him ſome opportunities of 
uſefulneſs in that city, and his retirement might prove 
a peculiar bleſſing to himſelf, and tend to qualify him 
for more public ſervices, At length, the Lord di- 
rected him to quit this retreat, and go to the Court 

of Ahab, intimating that He would ſhortly deliver Iſ- 


* Luke iv. 25. 
T 4 racl 
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rael from the miſeries of the famine *. But how ſhould 

he dare to ſtand before that impious prince, who, with 
a murderous rage, had ſought him from kingdom to 
kingdom, that he might deſtroy him? His courage, 
however, did not fail, nor did he decline the perilous 
commiſſion. He went without reluctance, and has 
thereby furniſhed us with. an example of obedience, 
zeal, and fidelity, in the proſpect of difficulties, dan- 
gers, and death. | 

Upon meeting with the prophet, Ahab began vehe- 
mently to accuſe him as the troubler of Iſrael, But 
Elijah repelled the charge, and turned it againſt the 
king himſelf. With an uncommon intrepidity, he re- 

proved the furious perſecutor, and aſcribed all the mi- 
ſeries of the land to that infamous ſyſtem of idolatry, 
which Ahab and his family had adopted. He alſo de- 
ſired him to ſummon all the prieſts of Baal, that, in 
their preſence and to their utter confuſion, he might 
evince Jehovah to be the true God, and the only pro- 
per object of their worſhip. It is probable, that Ahab 
had formed ſome ſcheme of violence againſt Elijah; 
but ke relinquiſhed his purpole, and inſtantly complied 

' with his requeſt, 

Upon mount Carmel, then, where the numerous 
aſſembly met together, the important conteſt was to be 
decided. In Baal's intereſt were four hunded and fifty 
prieſts, beſides the king and many of his ſubjects. On 
the part of Jehovah, there was none but Elijah: and 
yet, though he ſtood alone, he poſſeſſed an unſhaken 
courage, and diſplayed a peculiar majeſty in his deport- 
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ment. He made his appeal to the people, boldly re- 
buking them for their wavering mind, and entreating 
them to acknowledge Him for their God, whoſe Deity 
ſhould be proved. He propoſed, therefore, that a ſa- 
crifice ſhould be offered on each fide, and, in firm 
dependence on the God of heaven, by whoſe commiſ- 
fion he acted, he agreed to reſt the cauſe on this ſingle 
circumſtance, © The God, that anſwereth by fire, let 
Him be God.” 

When the idolatrous prieſts had long waited in vain 
for Baal's interpoſition, Elijah, with ſevereſt irony, 
ridiculed their fooliſh expectations, and then, with a 
holy fervour, addreſſed himſelf to the Lord God of 
their fathers. He prayed, that He would determine 
the conteſt, and ſo manifeſt his own glory, to that na- 
tion, that they might be effectually recovered from 
their apoſtaſy, The anſwer was immediate: the fire 
of the Lord fell and conſumed the ſacrifice : the wor- 
ſhippers of Baal were confounded ; and the congrega- 
tion in general ſo ſtruck with awe, that they proſtrated 
themſelves on the ground, and cried out, © The Lord, 
He is the God; The Lord, He is the God.” — While 
they were under this ſtrong conviction, Elijah took 
the opportunity, and, as if he had been poſſeſſed of the 
ſupreme authority, commanded the 1dolatrous miniſ- 
ters to be ſlain, according to the divine law; and ſuch 
was the impreſſion produced, that neither the king nor 
any of the people objected to the meaſure. 

What an honour does God uſually beſtow upon his 
faithful ſervants! Even in the midſt of their bittereſt 


enemies, He is often pleaſed to wipe away their re- 
proach, 
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proach, and make them appear highly reſpectable, 
Let none, therefore, fear to obey Him, or to enter on 
the moſt arduous duties, to which He may call them. 
It is our part, to go forth at his word, and to look 
unto Him for ſtrength and protection. The ambaſſa- 
dors of Chriſt, more eſpecially, ſhould ſtudy this exam- 
ple, and they will be animated to a vigorous diſcharge 
of their office, Does their place require them to ſtand 
before great men? Even there they muſt declare the 
truth of God, and boldly rebuke fin, whoever may be 
offended by it. It will be nothing new, indeed, if they 
be reviled, as the diſturbers of ſociety. But to be in- 
timidated in the performance of their work, or to make 
any mean compliances, through the dread of oppoſi - 
tion, is extremely diſgraceful to their ſacred character. 
Let them cheerfully commit themſelves to Him, whom 
they ſerve, and probably they will find their difficulties 
removed, in a way they could not have conceived. 
The proudeſt perſecutors may be conſtrained to reve- 
rence them, to relinquiſh their ſchemes of violence 
againſt them, and even to grant all their requeſts, 
What, though the miniſter of Chriſt be ſurrounded 
by numbers of the great, the honourable, and the 
learned, who are imbittered againſt him ; he is engaged 
in a good cauſe, has a powerful Advocate on his ſide, 
and therefore may confidently expect a happy iflue. 
The multitudes about him, who are contrary to God 
and his truth, ſhould not terrify him, but rather in- 
creaſe his ardour. Though he have none to ſtrengthen 
his hands, let him endeavour, even ſingly, to ſtem the 
torrent of iniquity, and, in deep concern for the pre- 
vailing 


ELIJAH. 283 


vailing ignorance and wickedneſs of the world, let him 
pour out his heart in fervent prayer for the advance- 
ment of real piety. _ 

How often has the Lord interpoſed, to make himſelf 
known upon the earth, and to confound the oppoſers of 
religion! Surely, we ſhould hereby be encouraged to 
ſupplicate and expect his gracious exertions for the 
ſupport of his Goſpel in our own day. But where 
is the zeal of Elijah? Who is ready to © ſtand in the 
gap,“ while profaneneſs ſpreads and triumphs through 
our land ? Are not thoſe, who ſhould be the foremoſt 
in the great work of reformation, conſulting their own 
eaſe, their reputation, and preſent advantages, and 
tamely conforming to the vices of the times, rather 
than manfully reproving them? May God pour out 
his Spirit upon all thoſe, who are put into the miniſtry, 
and make them like-minded with this holy prophet, 
firm and diſintereſted, bold and vigorous ; that by their 
means He may eſtabliſh righteouſneſs in the earth, and 
ſubdue finners to the obedience of faith ! 
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Elijah obtained rain by prayer —fled for his life wiſbed 
to die—had a ſingular revelation at Horeb—anointed 

 Eliſha—pronounced ſentence upon Ahab, in Naboth's 

. vineyard—reproved Abaziah's ſervants called down 
fire from heaven —viſited the ſchools of the prophets— 
divided Jordan. was taken up to beaven, | 


Miskzxy has been invariably the fruit of ſin. A 
_ righteous God, jealous for the honour of his law, 
chaſtiſes nations as well as individuals. But He is 
ready to ſheathe the ſword of his juſtice, when the moſt 
heinous offenders even ſeem to return to Him with re- 
pentance. The miniſters of his word will rejoice to 
promote this event, and will therefore be importunate 
in their addreſſes to Heaven for the, people of their 
charge. Such are the reflections, which ariſe from this 
part of the very ſingular hiſtory of Elijah. 

8 The kingdom had been long afflicted by 
Chriſt, 906. a famine, through the viſitation of an angry 
God, for their rejection of the true religion. But at 
length the Iſraelites conſented to put away their ido- 
latry, when they ſaw the prieſts of Baal utterly con- 
founded by the prophet of Jehovah *. Immediately the 


® x Kings xviii. 


Lord 
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Lord intimated his deſign of removing their calamity : 
and Elijah, who had declared that the drought ſhould 
ſoon be terminated, retired to prayer; for the bleſſing 
was to be given in anſwer to his ardent ſupplications. 
He had the moſt confident expectations of obtaining 
the wiſhed-for relief; but for ſome time he perceived 
no appearance of its approach, He did not ceaſe, 
however, from his earneſt interceſſion, till the heavens 
poured down rain, and refreſhed the parched ground. 
From this example we are taught, that © the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much “.“ 
But, like Elijah, we ſhould aſk in faith, and continue 
our petitions, till we receive the promiſed mercy. 
Elijah accompanied the king, with all proper defer» 
ence, upon his return to Jezreel, intending, probably, 
to proſecute the work of reformation, and hoping that 
the late miraculous interpoſition would give him an 
extenſive influence. But no ſooner did he arrive there, 
than ke heard of the queen's determination to put him 
to death f. Upon this occaſion the firmneſs of the 
prophet failed him: for he betrayed ſad ſymptoms of 
impatience, cowardice, and unbelief. Hereby he prov- 
ed, that he © was a man ſubject to like paſſions as we 
are,” and that the moſt eminent ſaints poſſeſs neither 
confidence nor courage, any farther than the grace of 
God upholds them. | | 
We apprehend, that he ſhould have ſtood his ground, 
in full aſſurance of the divine protection. But he fled 
with precipitation and terror, and, leaving his ſervant 


* James v. 16£—18. 1 1 Kings xix. 2, &c. 
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at the extremity of the country, retired without an at- 
tendant into the wilderneſs, where the Iſraelites had 
wandered forty years. There, being exhauſted with 
hunger and fatigue, and haraſſed with murmuring and 
diſtruſting thoughts, concluding too, that all further 
attempts to reform that ſinful generation would be ut- 
terly fruitleſs, he requeſted of God, to be diſmiſſed 
from his office and from life itſelf. . | 

What ſhall we ſay to this weakneſs, in ſuch an ex- 
alted character? His ſituation, doubtleſs, was diſtreſſ- 
ing; but he had endured ſeverer trials, and the recol- 
lection of former deliverances ſhould have encouraged 
his hope. Alas! we ſhall be borne down by the moſt 
inconſiderable attack, if we poſſeſs no better ſtrength 
than our own. The ſteadfaſtneſs, we have hitherto 
ſhewn, will be no ſecurity to us in time to come, In 
every new danger we are apt to forget our paſt mercies, 
and give way to unbelief and deſpondency, But ſhall 
we deſert our place or employment, and complain of 
our exiſtence, merely becauſe ſome powerful enemy 
threatens us? The Lord God, whom we ſerve, is able 
to protect and proſper us, in ſpite of all the machina- 
tions, which can be formed againſt us. If He be 
pleaſed to continue our lives, we ſhould rejoice to fulfil 
the part, which He has aſſigned us, whatever we may 
ſuffer by it: nor ſhould we be very ſolicitous to get out 
of our troubles. There are thoſe, who from the nobleſt 
principles may © have a deſire to depart,” that they may 
ſee God as he is, and be made like unto him in holi- 
neſs. But ta be weary of the world, becauſe we are 


afflicted, or to dread the conſequences of faithfully diſ- 
charging 


ELIJAH. % a 
charging our duty, ſo as to © requeſt for ourſelves 
that we may die,” ſurely this is our infirmity, and 
highly diſhonourable in thoſe, who profeſs to truſt in 
the living God, p 

The Lord, who compaſſionates the weakneſs of his 
people, appeared to comfort the drooping mind of the 
prophet. He, who had before commanded the ravens - 
and the widow to ſupport him, now ſent an Angel to 
provide him food: and by the ſtrength of that meat 
Elijah remained in the wilderneſs forty days, like his 
predeceſſor Moſes, without any further ſupplies. The 
Lord has innumerable ways of relieving or preventing 
the wants of his creatures. Man doth not live by 
bread only *.” The ſame hand, which made us, can 
ſuſtain us without the intervention of any nutriment 
at all, 
Elijah came at length to Horeb “ the mount of 
God,” which had been fignalized by the revelations 
there delivered to Moſes. In that very place, it pleaſed 
the Lord again to manifeſt his glorious majeſty, as He 
had done to his ſervant of old. The ſolemn enquiry 
was propoſed to the prophet by a voice from heaven, 
What doeſt thou here, Elijah?“ He replied, with 
an appearance of peeviſhneſs, in his own juſtification, 
that he had ſtood alone in defence of true religion, that 
ais moſt zealous exertions had been vain, and that he 
was flying with imminent peril of his life. He feems 
not to have been impreſſed with a proper reverence for 
the divine authority ; and therefore an exhibition of 
great terror was made to pals before him, that he might 
* Deut. viii. 3. 

know 
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know with what a God he had to do. Immediately a 
violent wind rent the mountains and brake the rocks 
in pieces; the earth ſhook and was removed; and a 
glorious light, by means of a miraculous fire, ſhone 
from heaven. By theſe awful tokens the Lord mani - 
feſted his power, perhaps his diſpleaſure too. But he 
diſplayed his gracious preſence by a ſtill ſinall voice. 
Thus alſo He is pleaſed to reveal himſelf to us. We 
- praiſe his condeſcenſion and his mercy. We perceive 
ſomething of his tremendous majeſty and fiery indig- 
nation, in the thunders of his law ; but the mild lan- 
guage of the Goſpel, wherein He addreſſes us, diſſipates 
our fears, and emboldens us to approach Him. 

Elijah ſtood with profound veneration before his 
God; but when inquired. of as at firſt, perhaps not 
even then ſufficiently humbled, or convinced of his 
fault in flying from his place, he alleged the very ſame 
excuſe. Alas! how forward we are to juſtify our- 
ſelves! With what difficulty we are brought to confeſs 
our folly and our fin! The Lord, however, ſent him 
forth to his work again, and commiſſioned him to 
anoint a king for Syria, a king for Iſrael, and a prophet 
to ſucceed himſelf. He encouraged him, alſo, with 
the aſſurance, that, whatever complaints he might urge 
againſt his countrymen, there were ſeven thouſand ſtill 
left in Iſrael, who had not conformed to the eſtabliſhed 
idolatry. Much inſtruction is hereby conveyed to us. 
Theſe are dark times; and, when we conſider the ge- 
neral prevalence of iniquity, and the frequent rejection 
of the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, perhaps we give 
way to deſponding thoughts. But we ought to believe 

and 
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and rejoice, that there is a remnant among us, © ac- 
_ cording to the election of grace,” which is, probably, 
far greater than we know or can conceive *, But, 
be the caſe as it may, it is our part to be active and 
unwearied in promoting the cauſe of God, . and not to 
deſert our poſt through timidity or a peeviſh diſguſt. 
Let each one put the queſtion to himſelf, © What 
doeſt thou here?” Art thou in the place, and dili- 
gently employed in the work, appointed for thee ? 
Return, ye backſliders, with ſhame and humiliation 
for your departure ; return, with freſh zeal and vigour 
to proſecute the duties of your high calling. | 

Elijah obeyed the heavenly mandate, and executed 


the commiſſion. Soon afterwards he anointed Eliſha 


to the prophetic office, and found help and comfort 
in the ſervices of that pious attendant, It is probable 


that they ſet themſelves together to oppoſe the general 


corruptions, to inſtruct the people in true religion, 
and to prepare future miniſters by nn the 
ſchools of the prophets. 

Years before It appeared that Elijah had recovered all 
Chu, 899. his former intrepidity, when he went, agree- 
ably to the command of God and as His meſſenger, to 
reprove the king, and to denounce the divine ven- 
geance againſt him, for his aggravated guilt in the mur- 
der of Naboth . Intimidated by no fear of danger, 
he obtruded himſelf, as a moſt unwelcome vilitant, 


upon the royal offender, at the very moment of his 


triumph, when he was taking poſſeſſion of Naboth's 
vineyard: there he pronounced his doom, and predict - 


Rom. xi. 2—5. + 1 Kings xxl. 17, &Cc, 
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ed the terrible deſtruction; which awaited both his im- 
pious queen and the whole of his poſterity. The 
language might ſeem harſh and inſolent; but, though 
not wanting in reſpect to his prince, he regarded a 
higher authority, and determined © ro obey God rather 
than men.“ The ſame firmneſs of mind ſhould all 
the miniſters of the Goſpel maintain, They are of- 
ten obliged to carry an offenſive meſſage z for they 
mult declare to every preſumptuous ſinner, without any 
diſtinction of rank, as Elijah to Ahab, O wicked man, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die *.” Diſcourage them not in the 
diſcharge of their office. Say not as the Jews of old; 
ce Propheſy not unto us right things; ſpeak unto us 
{mooth things; phopheſy deceits f.“ Rather, pray for 
them, that the ſpirit of Elijah may reſt upon them, that 
they may © keep back nothing profitable” from theit 
people, nor“ ſhun to declare unto them all the counſel 


of God 4.“ 


- Years before 
Chriſt, 896 . 


On. another awful occaſion, the prophet 
diſcovered the ſame boldneſs and fidelity in 
executing the divine commiſſion, even at the hazard of 
his life d. When Ahaziah, who then ruled over Iſrael, 
had dilpatched his ſervants to confult an heathen 
oracle as to the event of his ſickneſs, Elijah met them 
with a very ſtriking reproof for their contempt of the 
God of Ifract, and foretold the approaching death of 
their maſter. This offenſive declaration excited the 
rage of the king againſt him, who therefore ſent an 
armed gompany to apprehend him. The ſoldiers 
went, as they were ordered, and required the man of 


 * Ezek. xxxiii. 9. + Iſa. xxx. 10. 1 Ads XX. 20, 27. 
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God to ſurrender himſelf up to them: nor did he at- 
tempt to eſcape by flight. But it pleaſed Jehovah to 
take the matter into his own hand, to vindicate the 
cauſe of his deſpiſed and perſecuted miniſter, and to 
give one more ſignal teſtimony to that unbelieving na- 
tion; that He himſelf is God alone; Elijah, therefore, 
was moved by immediate inſpiration to call down fire 
from heaven, to conſume both the officer and his troop. 
The tremendous viſitation produced no good effett 
upon the tyrant: for he ſtill hardened his heart, and, 
as if he would maintain a conteſt with Jehovah, pre- 
ſumptuouſly ſent another band of ſoldiers upon the 
ſame errand: and they alſo periſhed in the ſame awful 
manner. Was he not yet convinced of his impiety ? 
So far from it, that he diſpatched a third company : 
but the leader of them, intimidated by the former 
judgments, ſued to the prophet for his life. Elijah, 
{till acting under the divine direction, inſtantly com- 
plied, went as required, and, with an undaunted cou- 
rage, ſtood before the king: but even then he de- 
clared, as he had done before, the anger of the Lord 
againſt him, and the near approach of his diſſolution. 
How the enraged monarch was affected by the pre- 
ſence, the intrepidity, and addreſs of this holy man 
we know not; but, probably, he was confounded, 
his fury turned into terror, and his purpoſe of violence 

utterly defeated. 
May we not learn, then, to poſſeſs an unſhaken 
firmneſs of mind in the ſervice of our God? For 
what have we to fear in the path of duty? What, 
« though an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt us; till 
U 2 e they 
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te they that be with us, are more than they that be 
with them.” The Lord Almighty can eaſily diſmay 
the proudeſt of our oppoſers, and reſtrain their im- 
potent malice. Let us go forth, therefore, in obedi- 
ence. to our exalted Leader, wherever he ſhall direct, 
nor decline any office to which He may appoint us, 
Depending upon him, we may defy the aſſaults of all 
our enemies, and triumph in the aſſurance of ſalvation. 
Let us ſay, then, with the Apoſtle, © None of theſe 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto my- 
ſelf, fo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy . 
But let not the conduct of Elijah, in calling down 
fire on his adverſaries, be miſtaken or perverted. We 
cannot ſuppoſe that he acted under the influence of 
; cowardige, price, or revenge. God had determined 
to make his power known to theſe idolaters, and there- 
fore inſtructed the prophet to pronounce, and, as it 
were, to execute the awful ſentence of condemnation, 
The circumſtances, doubtleſs, were extraordinary; and 
what was done upon an extraordinary occaſion by 
One divinely commiſſioned, cannot properly be ad- 
duced as a precedent for us. Two of our Lord's diſ- 
ciples, who betrayed an angry vindictive temper, and 
wiſhed to conſume their oppoſers by fire, pleaded this 
inſtance, but met with a ſolemn reproof, as not know- 
ing © what manner of ſpirit they were of f.“ The 
followers of the bleſſed Jeſus ſhould imitate their Maſ- 
ter, and defire © not to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave 
them.” He has taught us not by precept only, but 
by his own illuſtrious example, to © love our en 
and do good to them which hate us 1.“ 


* Acts xx, 24. + Luke ix. 54, 56. t vi. 27. 
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The life of this eminent ſaint was in many reſpects 
ſingular and uncommon, and fo was his end. The 
Lord would take him up into heaven by a whirlwind *,” 
The time and probably the mode of this intended 
tranſlation were revealed to him. Yet, though filled 
with holy meditations upon his approaching change, 
he remitted not his accuſtomed diligence, but ſpent his 
few remaining hours in an active diſcharge of his office. 
He continued to viſit the ſchools of the prophets, going 
about from one of theſe ſeminaries to another, teaching 
and encouraging the pious youths, who were educated 
in them, Eliſha, his attendant and ſucceſſor, accom- 
panied him in his circuit, and, though entreated to 
leave him, perhaps that he might not be diſtreſſed by 
the ſudden ſeparation, enjoyed the benefits of his con- 
verſation and his prayers to the very laſt. When they 
came together to the river Jordan, Elijah; by the ſame 
miraculous power, that Moſes and Joſhua had exer- 
ciſed, with his mantle ſmote the waters, which inſtantly 
divided, and permitted them to paſs through on dry 
ground. He had juſt propoſed, as a token of his love, 
to uſe his influence for the accompliſhment of what- 
ever Eliſha might requeſt ; and then, as they were till 
going forward, © a chariot of fire and horſes of fire 
appeared, and parted them both aſunder, and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven.“ Like Enoch 
in the antediluvian world, © he was tranſlated that he 
ſhould not ſee death.” This was, indeed, a ſingular 
honour, deſigned, doubtleſs, to teſtify the divine ap- 
Probation of that good man, who had been generally 


1 2 Kings ii. 1, &c. 
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deſpiſed and inſulted, and © of whom the world was 
not worthy.” Hereby alſo, the Lord gave a ſtrong 
confirmation of the doctrines Elijah had taught, a de- 
cided proof of a future ſtate, and an encouragement to 
the few godly perſons, who were left in the land, to per- 
ſevere in righteouſneſs, however perſecuted for it. 
The miniſtry of Elijah does not appear to have pro- 
duced any ſuch remarkable change in the nation, as we 
might have expected. But none will doubt, that he 
poſſeſſed a high degree of holineſs, or that he now fills 
a diſtinguiſhed place in heaven. It may alſo happen 
among ourſelves, that ſome of the moſt eminent ſer- 
vants of Chriſt may not be the moſt extenſively uſe- 
ful in the Church. Acceptance with men, or ſucceſs 
in our pious undertakings, ſhould not be our main ob- 
ject. Let us approve ourſelves to God, exert our talents 
vigorouſly, and leave the conſequences to Him. 
Are we deſirous to follow Elijah to the bright re- 
gions above? We muſt “ not be conformed to this 
world,” nor any longer “ halt between two opinions.” 
We muſt reſolutely devote ourſelves to the Lord, ſeize 
and improve every opportunity of promoting his glory, 
and be conſtant unto death, Then, though our bodies 


* A letter, containing a ſolemn reproof and prediction, is ſaid 

to have been received by Jehoram, king of Judah, from the pro- 
het Elijah, ſome years after the date to which his tranſlation 1s 
generally referred; 2 Chron, xxi. 12—15. There are thoſe, wha 
ſuppoſe that letter to have been ſent by Eliſha, who was contempo- 
rary with the king : and it might poſlibly be prepared beforehand, 
in the ſpirit of prophecy, by Elijah, and direQed to be ſeat after 
| ke had quitted the earth, that it might have the greater effect. 
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muſt awhile ſleep in the duſt, our ſpirits ſnall be con- 
veyed by the miniſtry of Angels into the manſions of 
the bleſſed. It is your privilege, who ſerve the 
Lord Chriſt, to look forwards with triumphant joy 
to your approaching tranſlation. After a few more 
years, © the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven,” 
and ſhall © ranſom you from the power of the grave.” 
Then, in a more honourable manner than Elijah, you 
« ſhall be caught up together in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and ſo ſhall you ever be with the 
Lord *.”” | 55 | | 

Would to God, this were the happy proſpe& of 
every reader! But may we not aſk, © Do not you 
reject the counſel of God againſt yourſelves?” He 
invites you to receive pardon, peace, and eternal life, 
in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, But do you not deſpiſe the gra- 
cigus invitations ? He will revenge the inſult, and you 
ſhall feel his anger. While “ ſome ſhall awake to 
everlaſting life,” you ſhall come forth © to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt.” Some perhaps, who worſhip in 
the ſame church, or dwell in the ſame family, ſhall be 
conveyed © into Abraham's boſom,” and you be con- 
ducted by the executioners of divine vengeance into a 
place of endleſs torment and deſpair. G *“ flee from 
the wrath to come!“ We pray you, in Chriſt's 
dead, © Be ye reconciled to God.“ 


® 1 Theſſ. iv. 16, 17. 
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Eliſha, appointed to the prophetic office—attended Elijah, 
till bis aſſumption into heaven divided Jordan —healed 
the waters of Fericho—curſed the children at Bethel 
accompanied the confederate armies againſt the Moabites 

3 —multiplied the widow's oil—entertained by the pious 

a Shunamite—raiſed her ſon to life, 


| Mrxisrzzs and prophets may be removed from 
109 the Church; but the great Head continues to be pres 
Li ſent with it. © They die and return to their duſt;” 
Bill but “ He has the reſidue of the Spirit,” and © is 
alive for evermore. This conſideration ſhould mo- 
derate our anxiety, and alleviate our grief, though 
one and another, who ſeemed to be pillars,” may be 
taken away. They derived all their excellency and all 
their uſefulneſs from Jeſus, who is © the ſame,” in 
power and every other perfection, “ yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever,” and who till exerciſes the ſame care 
over his people. May not He, therefore, raiſe up 
among ourſelves as faithful ſervants, and as eminent 
inſtruments of his glory, as thoſe were, whoſe depar- 
ture may be now lamented? Let us pray, that He 
would pour out an abundant pens of that Spirit, by 
which 
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which they were rendered a bleſſing to the world, upon 
thoſe, who are called to labour in the Goſpel. O 
God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers 
have declared unto us, the noble works, that thou didſt 
in their days, and 1n the old time before them: O 
Lord, ariſe, help us, and deliver us for thine honour * !“ 
| We were ready to grieve for Elijah's removal from 
the earth: but the Lord had provided a ſuitable ſuc- 
ceſſor; for © the ſpirit of Elijah reſted on Eliſha.” 
There was a remarkable likeneſs between the two pro- 
phets. Eliſha bore a ſtriking reſemblance to his maſ- 
ter, in his manner of life, his diſpoſition, the faithful 
execution of his office, and the miraculous powers 
which he poſſeſſed. 
years before He had an appointment to the charge, 
Che, gos. ſome years before he fully entered upon it g. 
As he was following the plough, he received a divine 
intimation of his being choſen out of all Iſrael to that 
high and ſpiritual employment. Elijah's mantle, ſud- 
denly caſt upon him, was underſtood as the call of God, 
which was accompanied with ſuch an energy as in- 
clined him to accept it. Immediately, therefore, he 
left all his former connections and engagements, and 
became the conſtant attendant of Elyah, that he might 
profit by the example of that holy man, and IP be 
gradually fitted for his work, 

Do we aſk the reaſon of this appointment? * The 
Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth:“ He pays no reſpect to 
outward grandeur, or eminence of rank ; neither does 
He chooſe any becauſe of their education or their natu- 
* Litany, from Pſalm xliv. 1, 26. + Kings xix. wr 
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ral abilities. But He gives his ſervants the proper 
qualifications and diſpoſitions for the place, in which 
He deſigns to fix them. We cannot but adore his 
ſecret and invincible influence upon the ſoul. When 
the Saviour ſaid to one and another, © Follow me,” 
the deareſt friends and moſt lucrative occupations were 
cheerfully renounced, and the molt arduous duties per- 
formed, from love to his name. May We feel the 
energy of his grace, © working in us mightily,” and, 
by an immediate 'and unreſerved ſubmiſſion, may we 
e make our calling and election ſure !” 
Years barre Long did he enjoy the inſtructive converſe 
Clault, 59% of Elijah; and at that diſtreſſing ſeaſon, when 
his guide was about to be taken from him, he diſco- 
vered the ſtrength of his attachment to him *, Deter- 
mined to accompany him to the end, though entreated . 
to deſiſt from his attendance, he ſolemnly declared 
again and again, «I will not leave thee,” With 
the ſame fervour and ſteadineſs of affection, may We 
cleave to and follow our exalted Leader! Are we de- 
voted to his ſervice? Then let us reſolve, by his 
aſſiſtance, that nothing ſhall ſeparate us from Him. 
We obſerve the diſintereſtedneſs and picty of Eliſha, 
when, at his maſter's defire, he made his laſt requeſt, 
and aſked, not for worldly bleſſings, but for an abun- 
dant meaſure of divine grace. He ſaid, «“ Let 3 
double portion of thy ſpirit be upon me,” From a 
ſenſe of his own inability to ſtand in that moſt arduous 
ſituation, for which all the firmneſs of Elijah had ſcarcely 
been ſufficient, he prayed that he might be ſupported 


* 2 Kings ii. 1, &c. 
from 
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from above, as that holy man had been, and be en- 
dued with the ſame prudence, zeal, and fidelity. He 
petitioned for © a double portion ;” by which he might 
mean only a very large ſupply, or, probably, double 
of what the prophets uſually had. Tr is poſſible, in- 
deed, while he felt his own unfitneſs for his work, he 
might conclude, that nothing ſhort of twice that aid, 
which was communicated to Elijah, would enable him 
to maintain his ground; and therefore, in the fervour 
of his deſires towards God, he might properly aſk it. 

Do not we alſo fill an important ſtation? and are we 
not placed in perilous circumſtances? What, then, 
| ſhall we wiſh for ſo much, as that wiſdom, ſtrength, 
and courage, which will be neceſſary for an honour- 
able diſcharge of our truſt? We thank God, that the 
liberty of requeſting what we would have done for us, 
is like wiſe granted to us, by One greater than Elijah; 
by One who has in Himſelf all bleſſings to beſtow, 
We are not ſtraitened in Him: let us not be ſtraitened 
in ourſelves. Let us come with large petitions, and 
© covet earneſtly the beſt gifts.” If, indeed, we are 
ſenſible of our own inability, we ſhall pray moſt im- 
portunately for ſpiritual gifts : nor ſhall we pray in vain: 
our very deſires to obtain grace are a certain token, that 
we ſhall not be diſappointed. | | 

Eliſha obtained the ſuit. Of this he had been aſſur- 
ed, while he was witneſs of his maſter's glorious aſ- 
ſumption into heaven. Yet, lamenting his own and 
the public loſs, he rent his clothes, and cried our, 
My father, my father, the chariot of Iſrael, and the 
horſemen thereof;” as if he had ſaid, © Alas!. what 

| ſhall 
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which he had deſired. He aſſumed the mantle, which 
his maſter had dropped; and, in order to prove his 


of Jordan upon his return, and opened a miraculous 


| ther evidence of his divine legation appeared in the 
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ſhall Iſrael do, when its defence is taken away? == 
It is an awful providence, which removes the faithful 
miniſters of God, They are the bulwark of the land; 
for by their example, interceſſions, and admonitions, 
they contribute as much to its protection, as the cha- 
riots of war and the horſemen thereof. Then let us 
te lift up our prayer for the remnant that is left,” that 
God may ſtrengthen them for their work, and render 
them an extenſive bleſſing in their generation. © Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah?“ Is his hand ſhortened? 
or, are his mercies reſtrained ? 

Eliſha ſoon experienced the aſſiſtance of that pid 


commiſſion, with this very mantle he ſmote the ſtreams 


paſſage through the river. The ſons of the prophets 
obſerved the tranſaction, and immediately, with much 
reverence, confeſſed the honour put upon him. Fur- 


works, both of mercy and of judgment, which God 
wrought by him. A ſurpriſing train of miracles fol- 
lowed, which will furniſh us with many important in- 
ſtructions. 

At his word the waters of Jericho were healed, by 
no other operation than that of caſting ſalt into the 
ſpring. The method of cure was ſimple, and could 
not have ſucceeded, except it had been made effectual 
by the power of God. But the event ſhewed, that he 
ſpake and acted in faith, as the meſſenger of Heaven. 
Nor ought we to doubt of obtaining a happy iſſue in 


4 | 1 
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any inſtance, where we have the direction and promiſe 


of the Lord. Then we may expect great things from 
the feebleſt means. | 
In the neighbourhood of Bethel, the little children 


of the city. came forth to mock him, inſulted him for 
his age and infirmity, and bad him “ Go up,” with 
a reference, probably, to the late aſſumption of Elijah. 
Immediately, as if the wild beaſts of the foreſt had 
been ſubject to his control, when he pronounced the 
curſe, two bears ruſhed upon them, and deſtroyed forty- 
two of the company,——The mournful hiſtory may 
excite our wonder : but let God, and his prophet alſo, 
be juſtified, Surely, this ſolemn judgment will teach us 
to © ſtand in awe, and fin not.“ It is evident, that 
Eliſha acted agreeably to a divine impulſe upon his 
mind, or elſe the event would not have confirmed his 
imprecation ; and accordingly, he is faid to have done 
it © in the name of the Lord,” The behaviour of 
theſe young perſons was extremely profane; and there- 
| fore God determined to make them an example of his 
vengeance. He cannot bear that his people, and eſ- 
pecially his miniſters, ſhould be deſpiſed and ſcoffed at; 
for He conſiders the contempt as put upon himſelf. 
Even little children ſhould learn from this inſtance, that 
the God of heaven pays a regard to their words, and 
is provoked by the ſpeeches, which they utter in deri- 
ſion of holy things or holy men: nor will their tender 
age, or the neglect of their education, ſecure them 
from his diſpleaſure. | 
The parents, probably, were. in this caſe more 
guilty than their offspring, as having taught them to 
treat 
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treat religion and religious characters with ſcorn. For 
THEIR correction, therefore, the viſitation might be 
intended. They were puniſhed for their impiety, by 
the hand of God himſelf, in the deſolation of theit fa- 
milies. This very circumſtance alſo, as being of public 
notoriety, was ealeulated to check the profligacy of the 
place and neighbourhood. It was one of the crying 
ſins of Iſrael, that “ they mocked the meſſengers of 
God *,” In this awful manner; then, He vindicated 
the authority of his prophet; and chaſtiſed their inſolent 
and perſecuting ſpirit. 

What ſhall be ſaid to thoſe perſons among 2 
who train up their children in ignorance and eontempt 
of God and his truth? We would beſpeak their atten- 
tion. O conſider, what complicated guilt you incur, 
and what various diſtreſſes you are likely to bring both 
upon yourſelves and them ! For what can you expect 
to be the iſſue of ſuch a courſe ? Will not God inter- 
pole, and make himſelf known by the judgments, 
which he executeth ? Or will it be at all ſtrange, if 
you ſhould be witneſſes to the untimely end of thoſe, 
whom you love? They may periſh juſtly in their 
iniquity ; but will there not be an inſupportable bur- 
den upon your conſciences, if they have learned from 
you to neglect and deſpiſe the ſervice of their Creator? 
O be concerned for their eternal welfare, before it be 
too late! 

From Bethel the prophet retired to Comet where, 
probably, he mighr enjoy more opportunities of private 


o 


* 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. 
I | devotion. 
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devotion. But he was ſoon called forth to publie no- 
tice, He attended the united armies of Iſrael, Edom, 
and Judah, perhaps by the divine direction, in an ex- 
pedition againſt the Moabites, which gave occaſion for 
a ſingular diſplay of the glory of God“. Theſe nu- 
merous holts were reduced to a very great ſtrait from 
the want of water; and in their perplexity the three 
aſſociated kings applied for help to Eliſha, The man 
of God, however, “ knew not to give flattering titles,” 
but with authority, and with much ſeeming ſeverity, 
he reproved Jehoram, the wicked king of Iſrael, for 
his deteſtable hypocriſy, and for his attachment to the 
idolatries of his father's houſe. This language, indeed, 
may appear inconſiſtent with the obedience and reſpect, 
which he owed as a ſubject. But he acted by a ſin- 
gular commiſſion, and probably according to expreſs 
inſtructions. His conduct, therefore, under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, can be no precedent for us. We are not 
to court the favour of the great any more than Eliſha, 
or to © have men's perſons in admiration becauſe of 
advantage.” But, while we abhor their ſins, and with 
all prudence as well as fidelity bear our teſtimony 
againſt them, if our place require it, ſtill it ſhould be 
our invariable rule, to © render honour to whom ho- 
nour is due.“ | / 

To the pious prince Jchoſhaphat, Eliſha paid regard, 
and for his ſake inquired of the Lord. When his 
ſpirit was compoſed by means of ſacred muſic, he re- 
ceived the gracious communications of Heaven, and 


* 2 Kings iii. 6, &c. 
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under the divine inſpiration foretold a miraculous de- 
liverance from the drought, and a deciſive victory over 
the Moabites. Both theſe were obtained in anſwer to 
his prayer, and muſt have been conſidered, not only as 
an honour to Him, but, in an eſpecial manner, as an 
encouragement to truſt the Lord, and a public atteſta- 
tion of the true religion. It is a peculiar bleſſing, 
to be favoured with the ſociety of thoſe, who have 
power with God, and can prevail by their charitable 
interceſſions. Probably, the world of ungodly ſinners 
may enjoy many advantages, for the ſake of the few 
excellent perſons, whoſe characters may not be much 
known or valued amongſt them. Our own kingdom 
may be upheld and may proſper, in conſequence of the 
fervent ſupplications of thoſe who are dear to God, 
May we learn to place our higheſt regard upon ſuch as 
are moſt precious in His account ! | 
Eliſha ſeems not to have been brought into notice 
and eſteem at court, as we might have ſuppoſed from 
the late miraculous deliverance, obtained by his inter- 
poſition. But, though he continued a poor man ge- 
nerally neglected, he diſpenſed bleſſings from heaven, 
wherever he went. He felt compaſſion for the diſ- 
treſſed, and, like our Lord, wrought many wonderful 
works, not to advance his own reputation, but to ſhew 
forth the glory of the Lord God of Iſrael, and to confer 
happineſs on others. 
Upon the application of a ſorrowful widow, he mul- 
tiplied her oil in ſo large a meaſure, that by the profits 


of it her debts were honourably diſcharged, her ſons 
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reſcued from bondage, and the whole family ſupport- 
ed *. We poſleſs not the ſupernatural powers of Eliſha; 
but we owe the ſame attention to the afflicted, and by 
our well directed liberality we alſo may “ cauſe the 
widow's heart to {ing for joy .“ 7 
In one of his circuits through the land, he met with 
a very hoſpitable reception from a pious woman of 
conſiderable rank at Shunem, who accommodated him 
with a retired room for his own peculiar uſe. The 
prophet from a ſenſe of gratitude, deſirous to requite 
her kindneſs, offered to exert his influence for her in 
any way ſhe wiſhed, But her modeſty and content- 
ment would not permit her to make any requeſt: ſhe 
was ſatisfied with her ſtation. However, at the prayer 
of Eliſha, a child was granted her, and thereby, as it 
ſhould ſeem, her only grievance was removed.” God 
is often pleaſed to give a preſent recompence to thoſe, 
who favour and aſſiſt his ſervants for His ſake. For 
thus He has aſſured us, He that receiveth a righ- 
teous man, in the name of a righteous man, ſhall re- 
ceive a righteous man's reward 4.“ 

But even our bleflings expoſe us to many trials. At 
the very time, when the mother, probably, flattered 
herſelf with the expectation of much comfort from her 
ſon, he died. Vet the event was ſo ordered, as to 
afford a ſtronger teſtimony of Eliſha's commiſſion, and 
of her unfeigned reliance upon God. With anguiſh of 
ſpirit, but with a ſurpriſing confidence of obtaining 
deliverance, ſhe inſtantly applicd to Eliſha, and thus 


* 2 Kings iv. 1, &c. + Job xxix. 1 3. + Matt. x. 41. 
You. II. N proved 
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proved herſelf in the number of thoſe women, who by 
faith © received their dead raiſed to life again . In 
the midit of her diſtreſs ſhe poſſeſſed an uncommon 
firmneſs and compoſure of mind; and therefore to the 
prophet's inquiry, reſpecting the ſtate of her family, 
ſhe could reply, It is well.“ How eminent a pat- 
tern of truſt in God, and reſignation to His will! 
How few are willing to allow, that © It is well,” when 
He blaſts their ſchemes of happineſs, and © takes away 
from them the deſire of their eyes with a ſtroke !” 
| Eliſha firſt diſpatched his ſervant in great haſte, for 
the recovery of the child. But that expedient failed, 
perhaps for their further trial. At length, however, 
he himſelf arrived; yet even then he felt his own in- 
ability to effect the change he wiſhed. But he cried 
unto God in faith; and, through his repeated and 
very ardent ſupplications, the beloved ſon was reſtored 
alive to his mother. In our deepeſt affliftions, the 
Lord will be to us a © God of hope.” Though we 
| look not for the preſent reſurrection of the dear friends 
who are removed, there are ſtill many other ways, in 
uvhich He can wipe the tears from our eyes, and © turn 
for us our mourning into dancing.” Eliſha's example 
teaches us to © weep. with them that weep,” and to 
bear upon our hearts before God the different caſes of 
them that mourn. The miniſters of Chriſt, in an eſ- 
pecial manner, ſhould learn from him to pay the ten- 
dereſt regard to ſuch as are oppreſſed with ſorrow or 
temptation, to liſten to all their complaints and lamen- 


„ Heb, xi. 35. 
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tations, and to make earneſt interceſſion for them to 
« the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort.” 
O © that this meek, diſintereſted, and benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion were more clearly evidenced by all the diſciples of 
our compaſſionate Redeemer! Like Him, we ſhould 
ſympathize with the diſtreſſed, and rejoice to extend 
relief and conſolation to them, though with much ex- 
pence and difficulty to ourſelves. Jeſus hath “ left us 
the example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps.” 
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Eliſha viſited and relieved the ſons of the propbets— bis 
conduct to Naaman—and ts Gebazi—cauſed iron 10 
feoim—diſcloſed the king of Syria's counſels his beha- 
viour toward the Syrian army— foretold a ſpeedy deli- 
verance from famine—recompenſed the Shunamite— 
went to Damaſcus, and was there conſulted by the king 
—warned Hazael—ſent to anoint Jebu attended on 
his dying bed by king Toaſh—a dead body revived by his 
Bones. 


Tas man of God, whoſe character we are contem- 
plating, has already appeared in an amiable light, and 
exhibited a pattern of miniſterial fidelity, meekneſs, 
and love. Concerned for the honour of his God, he 
laboured to promote a revival of true religion, and 
fought not his own advancement in the world. The 
hand of the Lord was with him, even fo as to over- 
rule, in various inſtances, the ordinary courſe of na- 
ture: and yet it ſhould ſeem, that“ a diſobedient and 
gainſaying people“ deſpiſed his inſtructions. This 
would aſtoniſh us the more, if we did not recollect a 
ſtronger proof of the obduracy of the human heart: 
the Son of God himſelf, who wrought ſo many wonder- 
ful works of mercy, met with almoſt univerſal con- 
tempt 
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tempt and infamy. Let not the ſervant complain, 
that he receives no better treatment than his Maſter, 
but patiently perſevere in well-doing to the end. 
Eliſha diſcovered a peculiar condeſcenſton and be- 
nevolence in his attention to caſes of private diſtreſs. 
. While he viſited the ſchools of the prophets, doubtleſs 
with a view to the ſpiritual improvement of the pious 
youths, he was not regardleſs of their temporal neceſ- 
ſities * He ſaw them oppreſſed with famine, but in- 
ſtantly relieved them by his fatherly care. His mira- 
culous powers were exerted ar one time to prevent 
their being poiſoned by noxious herbs, at another to 
feed a hundred of them by multiplying the very food, 
which had been provided for himſelf, and which he 
generouſly gave up for their ſuſtenance. We likewiſe 
are required © to be ready to every good work,” and 
to © look, not every man on his own things, but every 
man alſo on the things of others 4.” - 
Veats bore The fame of Eliſha reached to ſome 
cit, 39+ neighbouring countries, and by his means 
the perfections of the true God were manifeſted to 
heathens. Naaman, a celebrated General among the 
Syrians, being afflicted with a grievous leproſy, was 
induced by the repreſentation of a little captive maid 
to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of Eliſha for the removal of his 
diſeaſe 7. The application was firſt made to the king 
of Iſracl, as if He mult have been beſt acquainted 
with the prophet, or could have commanded his ſer- 
vices. But he ſeemed not to have known, or to have 


* 2 Kings iv, 38, &c. + Tit. iii. 1, Phil. ii. 4. 
t 2 Kings v. 1, &c. 
| AY forgotten, 
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forgotten, that he had ſo eminent a, perſon in his do- 
minions. Eliſha, however, interpoſed for the honour 
of the God of Iſrael, and deſired the attendance of this 
Syrian captain, 

Naaman, therefore, with much pomp and a large 
retinue, waited at the prophet's door, and there re- 
ceived a meſſage, that upon waſhing ſeven times in 
Jordan he ſhould be perfectly whole. But he went 
away in a rage: for he thought himſelf treated unſuit- 
ably to his high dignity, and deſpiſed the means pre- 
ſcribed, as utterly inadequate to the end propoſed. And 
how ſhall we juſtify the behaviour of Eliſha, which has, 
we allow, the appearance of rudeneſs and arrogance ? 
The circumſtances of the caſe ſhould be conſidered; 
and then we ſhall fee a propriety in that, which other- 
wiſe we might condemn. The Syrian, evidently full - 
of his own importance, had probably conceived an _ 
idea, that the man of God would be honoured by ſuch 
a viſitant, and would pay court to him for his rank 
and magnificence. It was therefore deſigned to hum- 
ble his pride, and to impreſs his mind with a reve- 
rence for the God of Iſrael, by ſhewing him, that the 
prophet of Heaven regarded not theſe outward diſ- 
tinctions, and ſought no favour from him. Doubt- 
leſs, it becomes the miniſters of Chriſt to be meek, 
and gentle, and eaſy of acceſs to all: but there are oc- 
caſions, when it is neceſſary for them alſo to © mag- 
nify their office.” They diſgrace their ſacred charac- 
ter, when they fawn upon the great, and, by their 
flattering attentions to them, cheriſh that haughtineſs 
of temper, which they ſhould aim to ſubdue, 
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The very ſimple method, appointed for the cure, 
was likewiſe intended as a trial to Naaman. It ac- 
corded not with the concluſions of human wiſdom ; 
but, in the view of reaſon, it might be deemed fooliſh 
and contemptible. On that very account, probably, it 
was fixed upon, to diſplay the ſovereign power of Je- 
hovah. This is His moſt uſual way of procedure. 
« The weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men.” In 
the diſpenſation of the Goſpel it is His plan, through- 
out, to confer all ſpiritual bleſſings by thoſe means, 
which are mortifying to our pride, as requiring a ſub- 
miſſion both of the underſtanding and of the will to 
God, that He alone may be glorified. Hence it is, 
that many quarrel with them, and will not prove their 
efficacy. For the remedy, which the Goſpel preſcribes 
to ſinners for their loathſome malady, is exactly ſimilar 
to this, which the Syrian diſdained, “ Waſh and 
be clean.” 

Ar, length, however, the haughty ſoldier, when his 
attendants had remonſtrated with him, complied with 
the direction, and inſtantly experienced in himſelf the 
promiſed cure, The Lord will have us to come down _ 
to His terms; nor will he beſtow his ſalvation upon us, 
till we unfeignedly ſubmic to his appointment. 

Naaman returned full of gratitude, and, after mak- 
ing a noble confeſſion of his faith in the God of Iſrael, 
as the only true God, he earneſtly entreated Eliſha to 
accept a preſent. But here again we admire the diſ- 
intereſted conduct of the man of God, and his gene- 
rous concern for the honour of religion. Far from 
being in affluent circumſtances, on ſome occalions he 

"M4 very 
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very readily received, and ſubſiſted on, the bounty of 
others. But apprehending, probably, that the hopeful 
convictions, which Naaman diſcovered, might be 
checked by any appearance of ſelfiſhneſs in him, he 
peremptorily rejected the offer, and muſt thereby have 
impreſſed the Syrian's mind, more ſtrongly, with a 
perſuaſion of the reality and excellence of his piety, 
Alt is nat wrong, „that thoſe, who preach the 
Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel * :” but it is of great 
importance for them to prove, that they can deſpiſe 
their own advantages, in order to glorify God, and 
promote the grand object of their miniſtry. In ſome 
caſes, it would be a mark of pride in them to refuſe 
a gift; but they will labour to poor purpole, and both 
their principles and their proſeſſion will be held in 
utter contempt, if their aim be to enrich themſelves, . 
or even if they be ſuſpected of making a gain of 
godlineſs. © They, that will be rich, fall into temp- | 
tation, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 
ful luſts, which drown men in deſtruction and per- 
dition 4.“ 1 3 
This awful declaration was verified in Gehazi, the 
ſervant of Eliſna. He coveted the treaſures, which his 
maſter had declined; and, following Naaman with a 
falſchood in his mouth, he contrived to obtain a large 
ſum ſor himſelf The fraud was not long concealed. 
Eliſha detected it, and expreſſed his abhorrence of it, 
while in God's name he pronounced the ſentence, that 
both he and his poſterity ſhould inherit the leproſy of 
Naaman. The ſin was indeed of a moſt malignant 
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nature. as it tended to diſgrace the prophet, and bring 
| religion into reproach; and therefore the puniſhment 
was appointed to be a ſtanding memorial of the baſe- 
"neſs of his offence. 'O let us fear the love of money, 
which is © the root of all evil!” Are we ſurpriſed to 
find ſuch complicated villany even in Eliſha's family? 
Alas! no place, no ſociety, no inſtructions, or exam- 
ple, how excellent ſoever, will be an infallible ſecurity 
to us. Our Lord himſelf had a Judas, in the ſmall 
company of his Apoſtles, 

Is it inquired, © Why was the cure MEPEA 
to Naaman?” Let our Saviour anſwer: He has ob- 
ſerved, on this very caſe, that God diſpenſes his favours 
in a ſovereign manner, as he pleaſes : for there were 
many lepers in Iſrael at that very time, who were all 
paſſed by, while an idolatrous Syrian was healed “. 

Eliſha continued to be a bleſſing to his country 
both in public and private. Whilſt the ſons of the 
prophets were enlarging the place of their reſidence, 
he attended, for their encouragement and aſſiſtance, 
and wrought a miracle to relieve one of them from 
diſtreſs, by cauſing iron to ſwim on the ſurface of the 
water F. — -In vain the king of Syria prepared his 
ambuſca les again{t the Iſraelites, whilſt Eliſha diſcloſed 
his counſels, which were evidently communicated to 
him for the very purpoſe by divine revelation. This, 
indeed, expoſed his life to the moſt imminent danger; 
for an armed hoſt of the Syrians came to apprehend 
him. Bur even then, though he had no viſible defence, 
he poſſeſſed an aſtoniſhing confidence and compoſure. 


* Luke iv. 27, + 2 Kings vi. 1, 
His 


- > =— — = - * _— —_ — 2 : 7 — — EEE > LR na - - — She : - * 
WY > — - _ 8 — 3 - 8 SIE — 8 2 — 4 2 — 3 —2 bY 4 4 ge, - 3 217 
* 2 ht IS, FRI. 7 —_—— FRE A; : . 5 eb iv" --ox EE 2 — — = —_— 
wa wy 4 5 Me A oe ee 3 12 2 —— --9 RT: = * 5 — — -- — . 1 „ 
atten : 2 — - l 2 5 
r E 2 
r — 


ugh 
4 i 
C1 1 
14%: 
9 
D, 
98 
iN 
JF .Y 
. 
. 
1-8 
a 9 
- 
* 
g [7 
41% 
| 208 
0 
" "; 
_ 
17 [1 
3 bf 
MY 
. 
il 
+ 1 
1 
1 
. 
74 
* 
1 iz 
4 
* 1 
1 5. 
MH; 
Wh 
. 
4 
"Y 
* | 
7s 
' 
I 170 
: wy 
E.. 
4 
18 
"A 
1 
134% 
. 
4X 
"TT 
uh 
N 
» I 
— 
en 
T 
4 0 
4 
L 7 
„ 
. 
. 
1 
£ 
* 
' 
4 
( 1 
” 
1 
iy 
"#4 
144 
[i 2 
4% 
4 
K 
1 
#33 
(3, 
197% 
» 
1-9 
5. 5 
1 14 
| ) 
4 
, 


4 
7 
1 
4 
. 
1 
1 
*I 
$ 
\ * 
< 
"4 
1 is 
qi 
k 


314 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


His ſervant, terrified by the multitudes of ſurrounding 
enemies, cried out, Alas! my maſter, how ſhall we 
do?” The prophet, looking up to God in faith, re- 
plied, Fear not; for they, that be with us, are more 
than they that be with them :” and, upon his prayer, 


the young man's eyes were opened to behold an im- 


menſe company of angels, like * horſes and chariots of 
fire, round about Eliſha,” —— They enjoy an invinci- 
ble protection, who are taken under the care and keep- 
ing of an Almighty God; and therefore they may adopt 
that triumphant ſong, I will not be afraid of ten 
thouſands of people, that have ſet themſelves againſt 
me round about *.” Like Eliſha's trembling atten- 
dant, we are often diſmayed at the firſt appearance of 
danger, forgetting that © The Lord is our defence.” 
Bur as far as we lean upon the arm of the mighty God 
of Jacob, we may apply to ourſelves the declaration of 
Eliſha, and diſperſe our fears under this aſſurance, 
They, that be with us, are more than they that be 
with them.” 

Little do the enemies of God conſider, what folly as 
well as wickedneſs they are guilty of, in oppoſing His 
work and His people. Their counſels are vain, and 
muſt turn to their own confuſion, At the prophet's 
word, the Syrian hoſt was ſmitten with blindneſs, till 
he himſelf, like a conqueror, had led them into the 


midſt of Samaria, and delivered them up to the king of 


Iſrael. Then the very men, who had come to take his 
life, trembled for their own. Jehoram immediately 
propoſed to put them to death, as his lawful prey; and 


8 * Pal. iii. 6. | 
9 they 
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they were ſpared only by the interceſſion of Eliſha, 
whom they themſelves had intended to deſtroy, By 
his deſire, they were ſupplied with proviſions, and then 
diſmiſſed in peace.——What an example of forbear- 
ance and kindneſs towards injurious perſecutors is here 
ſer before us! Let us not ſuppoſe, that ancient ſaints 
alone were required to exerciſe this diſpoſition, or that 
we are at liberty, in any caſe, to gratify our reſentment. 
To us alſo the precept is given, © Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourſelves: but, if thine enemy hun- 
ger, feed him *.“ How oppoſite 1s this to the dictates 
of a depraved nature, which can never reliſh the idea 
of returning good for evil! O let us watch and pray 
againſt the pride and bitterneſs of our hearts ! For into 
what enormities would they not lead us! | 

Another danger threatened the life of Eliſha, The 
inhabitants of Samaria, while cloſely beſieged by the 
Syrians, were periſhing by famine. The king himſelt 
felt the weight of the calamity ; but, inſtead of being 
humbled before God and renouncing his iniquities, he 
was filled with rage againſt Ehſha, who, probably, had 
foretold and denounced this judgment as a puniſhment 
for his wickedneſs. He determined, therefore, to rid 
himſelf of this troubleſome man, and ſent an execu- 
tioner to deſtroy him. What folly, what madneſs 
was this! For what had Eliſha done? Alas! ſinners, 
even under afflition, are more ready to quarrel with 
every thing around them, than with their- own evil 
practices, which have brought their ſufferings upon 
them, But, while Jehoram,-with his vile rempers, re- 


* Rom, xii, 19, 20. 


ſembled 


316 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


ſembled © the troubled ſea, which cannot reſt,” Eliſha, 
though aware of his danger, and in expectation of the 
murderer, fat ſtill in his houſe, and with a ſweet ſerenity 
of mind counſelled the elders of the city. Faith in 
God will infpire the ſtrongeſt confidence, and enable 
us to maintain an undiſturbed tranquillity, in the face 
of an enraged enemy. © Thou wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee ; becauſe he 
truſteth in thee “.“ | 

The king was fired with indignation both againſt 
God and the prophet; but Eliſha pacified his reſent- 
ment by declaring, in the name of the Lord, that the 
very next day would terminate the calamity, and pro- 
duce an aſtoniſhing plenty F. One of the attendant 
courtiers, indeed, turned the affertion into ridicule; 
but he received an awful puniſhment for his incredulity 
and contempt of the man of God. According to 
Eliſha's word, he ſaw the promiſed plenty, and yet 
perifned in the midſt of it. How provoking to God 
is our unbelief! He will ſurely perform, what He has 
ſaid : and therefore He conſiders himſelf as inſulted by 
us, when we limit his power or his grace, and aſk, 
« Can he beſtow ſuch a favour? Can He work fo 
great a deliverance ?” 

The kindneſs of the pious Shunamite to Ehſha met 
with a freſh recompence. By his counſel ſhe eſcaped 
the diſtreſſes of the national famine ; and for his ſake 
ſhe recovered her former poſſeſſions, of which ſhe had 
been unjuſtly deprived f. Thoſe good offices, which 
are undertaken for God or His people, will not be loſt; 


* Is, xxy1.94. King: vii. 1 Ke. þÞþ vi. 1, E | 
| i0r 
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fox * a book of remembrance is written before the 
Lord,” in which a cup of cold water, given to a diſci- 
ple, will not be unnoticed, _ 

Lan before The labours of Eliſha were not entirely 
Chriit, 835- confined to the land of Iſrael; at leaſt for 
ſome ſpecial purpoſe he travelled to Damaſcus. —— 
But how dared he to venture himſelf among the Sy- 
rians, who had ſought his life? He went, doubtleſs, by 
the divine direction, and therefore had nothing to fear. 
The Lord can at all times protect his ſervants, and 
« make even their enemies to be at peace with them.“ 
The king himſelf, who had before ſent an army to ap- 
prehend him, treated him with peculiar reſpect, and re- 
queſted him to inquire of the Lord concerning the 
event of that diſcaſe, which then oppreſſed him. How 
great an honour was this to the man of God! It had 
been well for Benhadad, had he conſulted him in his 
health, or even in his ſickneſs, with real contrition. But 
many obſtinate offenders, when the terrors of death are 
upon them, will ſeek to the people and the miniſters of 
Gol, whom they had once deſpiſed. It 1s pleaſing to 
obſerve this at any time; for it is ſuch a confeſſion, as 
greatly redounds to the credit of religion. 

We cannct but remark Eliſha's very ſingular be- 
haviour to Hazacl, the king's officer. He told him, 
tat his maſter might recover, as his diſorder was not 
fatal, but that he would ſurely be taken off by ſome 
other means. He then burſt into tears at the proſpect 
of thoſe miſcries, which the very man before him was 
about to bring upon Iſrael, and warned him of the wan- 
ton cruclty, which he was about to exerciſe. Hazacl 

| expreſſed 
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expreſſed a perfect aſtoniſhment, believing himſelf in. 
capable of fo vile a conduct, and exclaimed, « But 
what? Is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this great 
thing ?” Yet immediately upon his departure, he began 
to fulfil the prediction. What an inſtance is this of 
the deceitfulneſs of the human heart! Sinners, in ge- 
neral, would be overwhelmed with horror, if all the 
crimes, which they will certainly commit, were pre- 
viouſly repreſented to them. Let us ſuſpect ourſelves, 
and implore the divine aſſiſtance. He, that truſteth 
in his own heart, is a fool *.” 


God had determined to remove Jehoram from the 


throne of Iſrael, and to transfer the power to Jehu. 
This intention was revealed to Eliſha, and by him, 
through another perſon who could do it with leſs dan- 
ger, to Jehu himſelf 7. For a conſiderable period 


after that event, the ſacred hiſtory makes no mention 


of our prophet, Perhaps he was utterly diſregarded by 
Jehu, Jehoahaz, and Joaſh, who reigned in ſucceſſion; 
but we conceive, that he was uſefully employed and 
much honoured of God, though in a ſtate of obſcurity. 
The faithful miniſter of religion will not court the fa- 
vour of the great, or mourn its loſs, on his own account. 
But wherever he is, he will be improving his talents for 
the good of the Church, which cannot fail to reap very 
extenſive advantages from his labours. 
Years before At length the cloſing ſcene arrived.— 
Chriſt, about a : 

339- Above ſixty years from the time of his ap- 
pointment, he had continued to diſcharge his office 
with zeal and fidelity. Nor was his dying bed inglo- 


® Prov. xxviii. 26. 1 2 Kings ix. 1, &c. 
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rious; though he did not quit the world in the fame 
triumphant manner as Elijah. Joaſh, the king of 
Iſrael, ſtood among his weeping attendants, Probably 
2ſhamed of his former negle& of him, he then with 
tears acknowledged the value of this eminent preacher 
of righteouſneſs, as the beſt protection of the ſtate.— 
This is not an uncommon cafe. Many very profligate 
perſons will pay a peculiar reſpect to the faithful ſer- 
vants of God, who are about to be taken away, and 
bear witneſs to their worth and excellence, though 3 
had ever before treated them with contempt. 
Joaſh received a recompence for the regard he 
fſhewed to the good man in his laſt moments. For 
Eliſha, on whom the ſpirit of prophecy (till reſted, 
aſſured him by ſome ſignificant actions, that he ſhould 
be the inſtrument of delivering Iſrael from the oppreſ- 
fon of the Syrians. It cannot but be profitable to viſit 
the beds of departing faints, We have great cauſe to 
lament their removal; but, while we expreſs our affection 
for them, we may carry away a bleſſing for ourſelves. 
A ſingular honour was conferred upon Eliſha, even 
after his diſſolution: a dead body caſt into his ſepul- 
chre, upon touching his bones, in a miraculous man- 
ner revived. © This might be deſigned to recal the at- 
tention of the people to the character and inſtructions 
of the deceaſed prophet. But we look to One, in- 
finitely ſuperior to Eliſha, “ who was dead and is alive,” 
and who © through death has deſtroyed him that had 
the power of death,” and given us the hopes of a glo- 
rious reſurrection to life eternal. - 
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The piety and zeal of Eliſha are perhaps generally 
applauded among ourſelves; and applauded, too, by 
thoſe. very perſons, who diſlike and reproach every 
thing that bears the leaſt reſemblance to his example, 
We can aſſign the reaſon: you are not diſturbed by 
the holineſs and the labours of thoſe ſaints, who are 
now removed from the earth. But the preſence, the 
conduct, and admonitions of ſuch, as in any meaſure 
tread in their ſteps, are a conſtant reproof to you ; and 
therefore they excite your enmity and oppoſition. In 
your own juſtification, you cry out againſt their fer- 
vour in religion as extravagance and enthuſiaſm. How 
then, would you have endured the far greater ſanctity, 
which appeared in ſome of theſe very eminent inſtances 
before us? Or, how can you expect to join their ſo- 
ciety in the world above? We are haſtening to the 
end of all things. Leaving others, therefore, let us 
aſk, What is our own character? Among whom ſhall 
we be numbered? A ſeparation muſt ſhortly take 
place: Will it be for our honour, or our comfort? 
Surely, we ſhould be ſerious in this inquiry, and give 
diligence, that we may be accepted of the Lord, and, 
together with all his ranſomed people, be admitted into 
the kingdom of his glory. . 
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Jonah, author of his own hiſtory — a prophet in rael.—- 
ent to Nineveh—refuſed to go, and ſailed for Tarſbiſb 
— overtaken by a ftorm—caſt into the ſea—fwallowed 
by a fſh—cried to God—delivered—went and preached 
to the Ninevites—repined at the divine mercy to them— 
grieved immoderately for his gourd—reproved by God. 


Ir has often been urged as a ſtrong proof of the inte- 
ority of the ſacred writers, and conſequently of the truth 
of their narrations, that they took no pains to conceal 
or palliate their own failings, but openly declared them, 
with all the circumſtances of aggravation attending 
them. They were ſolicitous, not to ſet off themſelves 
as the objects of admiration, but to juſtify God in his 
proceedings, whatever might be thought of their cha- 
raters. This remark muſt occur to us in the preſent 
hiſtory. 1 
Jonah, probably, was the author of that little book, 
which bears his name, and which relates ſome ſurpriſing 
incidents in his life. From this account he appears in 
a very unfavourable light; and, though it is generally 
allowed that he was an upright man, he exhibits a 
ſtriking inſtance of human depravity, of the defects and 
perverſeneſs, which may remain even in the regene- 
rate, But, inſtead of ſitting in judgment upon him, 
Vol. IT, | XY let 
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let us examine, whether we are not in danger of dif. 
honouring and provoking God, as he did. We muſt 
cenſure what was clearly criminal in him: yet may we 
not ſee greater reaſon to condemn ourſelves? May we 
be convicted and humbled for our own guilt, and ena- 
bled to walk more ſuitably to our holy profeſſion, in 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ! 
Nen before Jonah lived and propheſied in the king- 

82. dom of Iſrael during the reign of Jeroboam 
the ſecond, not long after Eliſha . Probably, he 
delivered many predictions to his own countrymen, 
with which we are not acquainted. The circumſtances, 
recorded concerning him, relate to a particular com- 
miſſion, which was given him, to preach at a diftance 
from Judea. The Lord ſent him to Nineveh, the 
capita] of the Aſſyrian empire, a very large and aban- 
doned city, to denounce the divine wrath againſt the 
inhabitants for their iniquities 7. The call was clear 
and expreſs, ſo as to preclude all doubt about his 
duty. Yet he refuſed to comply with it, and, that he 
might hear no more of ſuch troubleſome revelations, 
he left his former abode, and © fled from the preſence 
of the Lord.” | 

What? Could he be ignorant, that God && filleth 
heaven and earth,” and that no place can hide us from 
Him? He might, indeed, ſuppoſe, that the Spirit of 
prophecy was confined to Judea, and that in a remote 
country he ſhould have no viſions of the ſort. But, 
whatever might be his ſentiment, his conduct was ab- 


* 2 Kings xiv. 25, + Jon. i. 1. &c. 


ſurd 
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ſurd and wicked, It is an awful ſign, when “ the pre- 
ſence of God” becomes irkſome to us, and we wiſh 
to avoid all intercourſe with Him. This was the caſe 
with Adam immediately after the fall: nor is it different 
with ourſelves, whenever we defire to act contrary to 
the command of God, For then we no longer love to 
be, where we have been accuſtomed to meet Him. 
His houſe and ordinances, the word and the throne of 
orace, are painful to us, and cover us with confuſion. 
Is not this an evident proof of a ſad declenſion? 

Jonah was unwilling to execute his commiſſion, not 
through ſuch an humble ſenſe of unworthineſs and in- 
ability, as Moſes and Jeremiah felt; but, we appre- 
hend, through a diſtruſt of God, and a dread of the 
conſequences. For what could he look for at Nine- 
veh, but cruel mockings, impriſonment, or death it- 
ſelf?— Thus many are unfaithful to their convictions, 
and diſobedient to the heavenly call, © leſt they ſhould 
ſuffer perſecution.” Ah! how light do you ſet by the 
authority of God, if you refuſe to fulfil your bounden 
duty, becauſe it may ſubject you to inconvenience and 
dangers ! 

Jonah concluded from the divine forbearance, that 
the threatened ruin of the city would be averted or de- 
layed, and therefore that he himſelf ſhould be accounted 
a falſe prophet *. It was no wonder, then, that he 
deſerted his poſt, while he regarded his own credit and 
ſafety more than the honour of God, or the deliverance 
of the people. How different was the ſpirit of the 
Apoſtles, who, at the hazard and expence of every 


» Jonah iv. 2. 
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thing dear to them in this world, went forth to preach 
a deſpiſed Goſpel, and © rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of 
Jeſus “!“ How oppoſite was the conduct of Saint 


Paul, who could fay, in the proſpect of the ſevereſt 
afflictions, © Nene of theſe things move me, neither 


count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh 
my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the 
grace of God rf!“ Let the “ ſtewards of the myſteries 
of God” remember, what ſimplicity, courage, diſin- 
tereſtedneſs and fidelity become their character, and let 
them not © ſeek their own, but the things which are 
Jeſus Chriſt's.“ 

The Lord perceives many perverſe tempers in his 
children, and, like a wiſe as well as tender father, will 
not indulge them, but adopts the moft fuitable means 
for their correction and amendment. He contrived, 
therefore, by a tremendous judgment, to awaken the 
ſenſeleſs prophet, and recover him to his duty. Whilſt 
Jonah was failing for Tarſhiſh, amidſt a company of 
idolatrous ſeamen, the Lord ſtirred up a violent tem- 


peſt, ſo that they were all filled with conſternation, in 


the expectation of immediate deſtruction. All but 


Jonah: he had fallen into a profound ſleep (ſtrange as 


it may ſcem, that his conſcience would ſuffer him to 
reſt,) but at length the ſhip-maſter, who was proba- 
bly a ſtranger to the true God, rouſed him to prayer. 
What an alarm and a reproof muſt he have felt from 


Acts v. 41. . 
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thoſe very ſtriking words, * What meaneſt thou, O 


| ſleeper? Ariſe, call upon thy God, if ſo be that God 


will think upon us, that we periſh not.” May the 
backſlider, who 1s ſunk into a ſtate of ſpiritual ſtupor, 
attend to this addreſs, and ſhake off © the ſpirit of 
ſlumber.” For, © What meaneſt thou, O ſleeper ?”? 
How can'ſt thou remain inſenſible to thy danger? 
« Ariſe, and call upon thy God.” | 

The ſailors concluded from this uncommon ſtorm, 
that the divine vengeance purſued ſome one among 
them for atrocious wickedneſs, and they expected to 
diſcover the guilty perſon by caſting lots. Though 
they might act ſuperſtitiouſly, the providence of God 
over-ruled the whole tranſaction; and the lot fell upon 
Jonah. The offender was immediately detected, and 
obliged to confeſs his iniquity, which he thought to 
have concealed. What anguiſh mult have oppreſſed 
his mind, when he found himſelf overtaken by the 
wrath of Heaven! Conſtrained, probably, by a ſuper- 


natural impulſe, he pronounced his own doom, and 


directed the mariners to throw him overboard, to ap- 


peaſc the raging of the ſea, They were unwilling to 


execute the ſentence: but, till this was done, in vain 
they tried to gain the land. The Lord demanded the 
criminal; and only upon his being given up to the 
waves did the tempeſt ſubſide. The prophet, then, 
went down into the deep; yet he periſaed not; for 
God had prepared a large fiſh to ſwallow him up alive, 
which ſecured him in its belly for three days and 
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This doubtleſs, in a wonderful manner, diſplays the 
power and uncontrollable ſovereignty of God over all 
creatures. We attempt 'not to account for the ſtrange 
event, which was confeſſedly out of the common order 
of things; nor do we attend to any curious inquiries 
about it : but we acknowledge and adore the hand of 
God in it, for the correction and recovery of his diſ- 
obedient ſervant. Very myſterious are the ways, which 
he frequently uſes for the reſtoring of his backſliding 
children; yet in general, we obſerve, they are reduced 
by ſome painful diſpenſations. Perhaps nothing leſs 
would ſubdue their rebellious ſpirit. He follows them 
in mercy, as He did Jonah, and confounds their per- 
verſe purpoſes, that at length they may be willing to 
ſubmit. O liſten to his voice in the viſitation of his 
providence : for He ſays, * Return unto me, and | | 
will return unto you“! 

We ſhould not have expected to hear any more of 
Jonah: but, though“ caſt down, he was not de- 
ſtroyed. Out of the belly of the fiſh he cried to the 
God of all grace, with deep humiliation for his fin, 
and with a believing hope of deliverance 1. The 
prayer of faith prevailed, and, at the Lord's command, 
he came forth from his priſon. Never was the ſuit 
of a returning ſinner rejected. O be encouraged to 
litt up your ſupplication, low as you may have fallen, 
and complicated as your miſeries may be! * Only 
acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou haſt tranſgreſſed 
againſt the Lord thy God 4. He, who heard and par- 


* Mal. uu, 7. + Jonah ui, 1, &c. t Jer. in, 13. 
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doned Jonah, will not caſt out your prayer : He, who 
raiſed him from the bottom of the ſea, wilh not turn his 
mercy from you. 

After this ſevere affliction, the prophet was again 
put upon his trial, by a renewal of the divine commiſ- 
fion, that he ſhould go and preach at Nineveh : and, 
having © learned obedience by the things which he 
ſuffered,” he did not then decline the taſk . He went 
agreeably to his injunctions, and declared the impending 
deſolation of that immenſe city.—It is well, if by any 
means our averſion to duty be overcome. Have our 
diſappointments and croſſes produced this ſalutary 
effect? Can we ſay, Before I was afflicted, I went 
aſtray : bur now have I kept thy word f?“ We hear 
no more of Jonah's reluctance: but are we willing to 
do the things commanded us, whatever they may colt 
us ? 

And what reception did the awful meſſage meet 
with at Nineveh? A general alarm took place among 
the inhabitants from the greateſt to the leaſt, They 
believed the report; they faſted, repented, and ob- 
tained mercy, They exhibit, therefore, both a pat- 
tern and an encouragement to thoſe, againſt whom the 
terrors of the Lord are denounced, Will you credit 
the divine threatenings, and cry earneſtly, with a con- 

trite heart, that your ſentence may be reverſed ? Your 
application ſhall be regarded; for © the Lord waits to 
be gracious.” But beware, leſt the example before 


you ſhould be a witneſs againſt you. It is a painful 


* Jonah iii. 1, Kc. + Paal. exix. 67. | 
Y 4 reflection, 
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reflection, that the miniſters of Chriſt are not attended 
to, as Jonah was. The men of Nineveh ſhall riſe 
in judgment with this generation, and ſhall condemn 
it: becauſe they repented at the preaching of Jonas; 
and behold a greater than Jonas is here *.” The 
Ninevites, probably, liſtened to the prophet the more 
readily, on account of his very ſingular caſe: for he 
was « a ſign” unto them. But the caſe of that ex- 
alted prophet, “ who is riſen up among us,“ is ſtill 
more aſtoniſhing. The death and reſurrection of 
ce the Son of man” are ſhadowed forth in the hiſtory 
of Jonah, and are a more convincing ſign to us. He, 
who © deſcended into the lower parts = the earth,” 
and © roſe again the third day according to the ſcrip- 
tures,” calls us to turn from our evil ways. If we 
refuſe to hear his voice, we ſhall be left without 
excuſe. 

Who, then, hath believed the report of the Goſpel ? 
Who hath been humbled under the mighty hand of God? 
Are not thoſe, who were filthy, filthy ſtill? Do not 
many harden themſelves in their iniquities, and pre- 
ſume that no puniſhment ſhall follow? Ah! Sirs, this 
impenitence and obduracy mark you out for deſtruc- 
tion, Did you, indeed, bow before God with ſincere 
contrition, you alſo might eſcape the threatened ven- 
geance, as the Ninevites did. But if you deſpiſe the 
warning, you ſhall « have judgment without mercy.” 
Though you are not favoured with the perſonal mi- 
niſtry of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, the ſame truths, which 
they inculcated, are declared unto you ; and if you 


Matt. x11. 41. 


reject 
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reje& his gracious offers, tendered to you even by the 
meaneſt of his ſervants, you will be as inexcuſable, as 
if you had lived in the days of our Lord himſelf. O 
that you were wiſe, and knew the time of your vili- 
tation! 

The perverſeneſs of Jonah was not yet totally over- 
come. We might have expected, that he would have 
rejoiced in the penitence and deliverance of the Nine- 
vites. But © it diſpleaſed him exceedingly, and he 
was very angry“. He complained that the divine 
forbearance had falſified his predictions, and made him 
appear in the light of an impoſtor ; and therefore he 
wiſhed to be removed from the earth. This betrayed 
a ſtrange peeviſnneſs of ſpirit, and a very improper re- 
gard to himſelf, as if his own credit were of more con- 
ſequence than the ſalvation of all the Ninevites. His 
former chaſtiſement ſeemed to be forgotten ; ſince he 
recurred to the very ſame temper, which he had before 
diſcovered. 

It is eaſy to cenſure Jonah; but is not his caſe our 
on? The application to ourſelves may be unpleaſant 
and offenſive; but it is highly neceſſary. Alas! how 
ineffectual are all outward means, to eradicate the de- 
pravity of our nature]! Though ſubdued for a ſeaſon, it 
will break forth again and again. In ſome favoured 
hours we may raſhly conclude, that our inward foes 
are deſtroyed, and that we ſhall no more be in danger 
from the ſame quarter. But our'triumph may be ſhort. 
Freſh temptations may draw forth our old corruptions, 
perhaps with greater vigour, eſpecially if we are care- 


® Jon, iv. 1, &c. 
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leſs and confident. O what continual need we have 
to © walk humbly with God,” to ſuſpect and fear our- 
ſelves, and to rely upon the grace of Jeſus for the com- 
plete and final victory! | | 
The petulance of Jonah was highly ſinful; and the 

Lord manifeſted his diſpleaſure againſt him, yet with 
ſuch tenderneſs and condeſcenſion as may juſtly ſur- 
priſe us. He called him to account, and vouchſafed to 
argue with him, © Doeſt thou well to be angry? 
The prophet had retired from the city, and waited at 
ſome little diſtance, as if with an eager deſire to ſee it 
conſumed. In that unpleaſant. fituation it afforded 
him ſome comfort, that he was ſheltered from the 
heat by a gourd, which the Lord had ſuddenly pre- 
pared for him. But while he rejoiced in his gourd, it 
was as ſuddenly removed, and he was left to faint under 
the ſcorching beams of the ſun. The peeviſh man 

grieved immoderately for his loſs, and in a fretful ſpirit, 
as before, wiſhed that he might die. It appears won- 
derful, that God ſtill bore with his folly and perverſe- 
neſs, and did not cut him off in righteous indignation, 
Upon the queſtion being repeated, © Doeſt thou well 
to be angry?” Jonah perſiſted in his impatience, © I 
do well to be angry even unto death.” It was a pre- 
ſumptuous expreſſion ; yet the Lord continued to deal 
tenderly with him, aiming only to correct his evil 
tempers. He reproved him for diſcovering ſuch a 
fond attachment to the poor, ſenſeleſs, periſhable plant, 
and for complaining of the divine conduct in ſparing the 
Ninevites ; ſince they were extremely numerous, and 
their lives of immenſe importance, 


We 
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We mourn for the very diſhonourable behaviour of 
this man of God; but are we inſtructed for ourſelves? 
Is there no reſentment cheriſhed in our hearts, for 
which we might be ſeverely rebuked ? Let us inquire, 
« Doeſt thou well to be angry? Are we not diſpoſed 
to murmur at God's diſpenſations, and in a haſty ſpirit 
wiſh ourſelves out of the world? Is there no gourd, 
no earthly comfort, on which we have fooliſhly placed 
our affections, and for the loſs of which we are incon- 
ſolable? Are we not ready to ſay, What good ſhall 
my life do me, ſince the deſire of my eyes is removed? 
We aſk again, © Doeſt thou well to be angry?” O 
vindicate not ſuch pride and petulance as this, but con- 
fels your guilt, and implore forgiveneſs ! 

The hiſtory will teach us to rejoice in the rich and 
ſovereign mercy of God, who can pardon returning 
ſinners, even when their caſe ſeems deſperate. Let 

not © our eye be evil, becauſe He is good “.“ Ra- 
ther, let us praiſe Him, when thoſe, whom we gave 
up as loſt, are found ,—thoſe, who were dead, are 
alive again F, But alas ! like Jonah, we can fee] much 
more for our own trifling concerns, than for the glory 
of God, and the ſalvation of our fellow creatures. Do 
we wonder at the forbearance of God toward his per- 
verſe ſervant? O forget not your own ingratitude and 
obſtinacy ; ; and then be aſtoniſhed at the patience, 
which He has exerciſed toward you. Still he ſtrives 
with you; and ſtill you grieve his Spirit. O when will 
this warfare ceaſe? Are you not longing for your full 
deliverance from the body of fin and death, when you 


* Matt. xx. 15. + Luke xv. 32. aal 
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ſhall offend and diſhonour your God no more, but 
love and obey Him without wearinels or imperfection 
for ever ? 

The ſubject may appear unintereſting to thoſe, wha 
neither lament nor perceive the ſad depravity of our 
nature, and who ridicule the complaints of ſuch as are 
oppreſſed with a painful ſenſe of it. But could they 


be prevailed on to give a ſerious and minute attention 


to what paſſes within their own minds, they would 
ſoon diſcover that matters are worſe with themſelves 


than they apprehend, and would ſee enough to fill them 


with ſurpriſe, and ſhame, and horror. 

But let not the caſe of Jonah be abuſed. You are 
pleaſed, perhaps, to hear of the failings of good men, 
as you hope on this ground to excuſe or palliate your 


own iniquity, .You are well ſatisfied with yourſelves; 


you acknowledge indeed that you have your defects, 
yet think it a ſufficient plea, that none of us are per- 


fect. But we warn you, that fin, if not ſincerely re- 


nounced, hated, and repented of, will bring down the 
curſe of a juſt and holy God. It is true, © the fleſh 
luſteth againſt the Spirit” in the moſt excellent per- 
ſons *. Yet they © walk not after the fleſh,” for they 
are waging continual war againſt it. On the contrary, 
you perform a willing ſervice to it; and therefore that 
ſentence lies 1n full force againſt you, © If ye live after 
the fleſh, ye ſhall die +,” | 


* Gal. v. 17. 1 Rom. vill. 1, 13, 
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CHAP. XI. 
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Hezekiah, his acceſſion to the throne—began the work of 
reformation—kept a remarkable paſſover—deſtroyed ido- 
latry —proſpered—eminent in faith—attacked by Senna- 
cheriþ—prepared for a vigorous defence — his unbeliev- 
ing apprehenſions—his application to God delivered 
from the Aſſyrians— magnified in the fight of the nations 
—ſruck with a mortal fickneſs—miraculouſly recovered 
—praiſed God—vifited by Babylonian ambaſſadors — 
ſinned—reproved — humbled and AION la- 
mented, 
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R 
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Waun we contemplate the principal characters in 
ſcripture, we are preſented with a view of the Church 
of God in different and ſucceſſive periods of time. It 
has paſſed, we find, through various and conſiderable 
changes of ſituation: but, amidſt all its dangers and 
diſtreſſes, the ſame watchful eye has been attentive to 
its wants, the ſame Almighty hand ſtretched out for its 
defence. © Many a time have they afflicted me from 
my youth up, may Iſrael now ſay, yet they have not 
prevailed againſt me*.” We have alſo an infallible 
aſſurance that the Lord, “ who dwelleth in Zion,” 
will protect it to the end; for © the gates of hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it f.“ 


* Pal. cxxix, 1 „ 2. I Matt. xvi. 18. 
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The kingdom of Judah, in which alone the true 
worſhip of God remained, was reduced to a very low 
ſtate. Its ſtrength had been exhauſted by the defeats 
and captivities, which it ſuffered under the reign of 
Ahaz: and, through the impiety of that prince, little 
even of the appearance of religion was left ; for the 
people were ſunk into the groſſeſt idolatry. At ſuch a 
juncture, therefore, what could be looked for, but that 
God would give them up to utter deſolation, as he ſoon 
afterwards did the kingdom of Iſrael? Yet we are 
called to behold his diſtinguiſhing mercy to them. 
Then, indeed, He is generally pleaſed to interpoſe in 
behalf of his Church, when all other hopes fail, when 
human ſuccours are cut off, or prove ineffectual : thus 
He ſecures the glory to himſelf. 

He could not be unmindful of his own promiſe, © I 
will make the horn of David to bud * ;” and therefore, 
at different periods, in completion of his Covenant he 
reſtored that favoured family to a proſperous condition. 
He “ raiſed up the tabernacle of David, that was 
fallen, and cloſed up the breaches thereof f.“ When 
« He will work, who ſhall let it?“ In a way we can- 
not deviſe, He provides ſuitable means for his own 
purpoſes; and whenever his counſels are ripe for exe- 
cution, the proper inſtrument 1s at hand. No good 
could have been expected from the immediate deſcend- 
ant of Ahaz: but we behold his ſon and ſucceſſor, 
Hezekiah, eminent for wiſdom, piety, and zeal. The 
hiſtory will encourage us to hope, when matters ſeem 


* Pſal, cxxxii. 17. + Amos ix. 11. | 
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deſperate, and ſhould excite us to pray, that He, who 
has all hearts © in his rule and governance,” would 
ſtir up the ſpirit of princes, to maintain and promote 
his cauſe in the world, | | 

Years before Hezekiah came to the throne in the vi- 
Chriſt, 246. gour of youth, when he was only twenty- 
five years old“. At ſuch an age, men in general are 
eager to gratify their paſſions, and can ill reſiſt the 
temptation to ſenſual pleaſures, which the acceſſion of 
wealth and power will ever furniſh. But let perſons of 
rank, even in early life, contemplate this exemplary 
pattern, and learn to“ flee youthful luſts.” Though 
his education, probably, was extremely unfavourable, 
he began his reign as if he had been long eſtabliſhed in 
religious principles : for his very firſt concern was, to 
| aboliſh idolatry, and to call back his ſubjeRs to the 
knowledge and worſhip of the Lord God. of their fa- 
thers. We view with aſtoniſhment and delight his 
readineſs to enter upon the arduous work of reforma- 
tion, his unwearied diligence and ſteadfaſt perſeverance: 
ia it. Immediately he turned his attention to the tem- 
ple, which had been neglected and profaned; and, 
after the proper preparations and repairs, he opened 
the doors of the Lord's houſe, and reſtored the public 
ſervices. The Prieſts and Levites ſeem to have de- 
ſerted their poſt, till their prince remanded them to it. 
He became a preacher of righteouſneſs to the miniſters 
of religion, with great ſeriouſneſs of addreſs exhorting 
them to return to the faithful diſcharge of their office. 
Even in the firſt month of his firſt year, he himſelf 


* 2 Kings xviii. 1, &c. 2 Chron. xxix. l, &c. 
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went up, together with the rulers of the city, to the 
courts of the Lord, and there celebrated a holy feſtival 
with many facrifices and much thankſgiving to God. 
An amazing change appeared likewiſe in the diſpoſi- 
tions of the people, for God had prepared their hearts; 
and therefore with the utmoſt alacrity they joined in 
the ſolemnities of worſhip. 

The good king of Judah, eFouraged by theſe at- 
tempts, determined to proceed further. He ſummoned 
all his ſubjects throughout the land of Judah, and in- 
vited alſo the Iſraelites of the ten tribes, who had long 
been ſeparated from them, to aſſemble at Jeruſalem in 
the ſecond month, that they might keep the paſſover 
: together, and by that ſacred ordinance renew their co- 
venant with God“. The meſſengers were diſpatched, 
and the proclamation, which called to penitence and 
prayer, was publiſhed without delay. 

We are not ſurpriſed, that in a nation ſunk ſo low, 
as that of the Iſraelites, a propoſal of this nature 
met with contempt and ridicule. Amongſt them the 
ambaſſadors were ſcorned and inſulted. Thoſe who 
are zealous for reformation, in any age or country, 
where ignorance and ſin have long prevailed, muſt 
look for a ſimilar treatment. Satan has of old prac- 
tiſed the ſame device, and to this day he endeavours 
to obſtruct the uſefulneſs of the faithful ſervants of _ 
Chriſt, by exciting the laugh of fools againſt them. 
Be not, however, diſcouraged, though you have “ trial 
of cruel mockings.” The Lord will honour ſuch as 
honour Him, and will generally give ſucceſs to their 


* 2 Chron. xxx. 1, &c. 
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ſchemes for his glory, though not to the extent, per- 
haps, which they deſire. 

Some even of Iſrael accepted the invitation, and 
came with unfeigned humility to bow before God. But 
throughout Judah there was no oppoſition. The Lord 
poured out upon them ſuch an influence of his Spirit, 
that they unanimouſly obeyed the ſummons, and an 
immenſe congregation aſſembled according to the 
wiſhes of the king. For fourteen days together the 
holy ſolemnity continued, and an uncommon fervour 
of devotion appeared in all the company. They began 
with deſtroying the idolatrous altars, which had been 
erected in Jeruſalem, and then proceeded to ſacrifice 
the paſſover, and to worſhip Jehovah according to his 
own inftituted rites. The miniſters of religion were 
diligently employed, teaching the people © the good 
knowledge of the Lord,” as well as offering up their 
prayers and praiſes to heaven. Indeed the zeal of their 
prince excited them to a pious emulation; for he ſtood 
and encouraged them in the faithful performance of 
their duty. 

Seyeral circumſtances in choir celebration of this 
feſtival were not exactly conformable to the original 
appointment, Many, who had come in haſte, eſpeci- 
ally from the tribes of Iſtacl, were ceremonially un- 
clean; yet they were permitted to partake of the ſa- 
cred feaſt, and, through the interceſſion of Hezekiah, 
were pardoned and accepted. In caſes of real neceſſity, 
our gracious God diſpenſes with the obſervance of his 
own poſitive commands; and at all times He requires 
Vor. II. a 2 a propeg 
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a proper diſpoſition of the heart, more than a pun&ual 
compliance with external formalities. 

The ordinance was ended, but the congregation did 
not ceaſe from their religious ardour. They ſpread 
themſelves throughout the land, doubtleſs under the 
direction of their prince; and, while they teſtified their 
regard to the true God, they took ſuch ſteps as might 
prevent the nation from returning to their former abo- 
minations . They brake the images, cut down the 
groves, deſtroyed the altars, removed the high places, 
which even ſome good kings had winked at, and daſhed 
in pieces the brazen ſerpent, which Moſes had erected, 
becauſe it was abuſed to the purpoſes of idolatry. 

That the reformation might be complete and abiding; 
Hezekiah reſtored the ſtated ſervices of the temple, 
required the Prieſts and Levites to preſerve their ap- 
pointed courſes, and provided for their future ſupport. 
In theſe and all other regulations for the honour of 
God and the advancement of true religion, he diſco- 
vered an unſhaken integrity and firmnefs of mind, and 
his pious ſchemes were attended with remarkable ſuc- 
cels. | 

And ſhall ſuch an example produce no correſpondent 
1nfluence upon us? Do we not perceive and admire 
the excellency of this character? Is it not obvious, that 
one ſuch perſon may be a bleſſing to thouſands? And 
ſhall we not, then, in our reſpective places, exert our 
abilities to check the prevalence of iniquity, and to 
promote the knowledge and worſhip of God? It is 
deſirable, that the fervour and activity of youth ſhould 
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be thus employed. What nobler object can it have? 
. Beſides, piety in early life promiſes more extenſive 
uſefulneſs, than at a later period. If you begin che 
work of God betimes, you poſſeſs a vigour, that will 
ſupport you in the difficulties of it; and you may be 
ſpared for many years, to proſecute and complete your 
plans. What, though long cuſtoms and general ex- 
amples around you oppoſe your wiſhes, and ſeem to 
repreſent the caſe as deſperate? Try at leaſt what can 
be done, in the ſtrength of God, and with prayer for 
his bleſſing. Call upon others to join their labours 
with yours, and, if you are intruſted with authority, 
command their attendance in their proper offices, and 
exhort them to a faithful diſcharge of their duty. But 
you muſt animate them by your own conduct, and go 
before them in every laudable attempt, if you expect 
their concurrence. Many even of your inferiors may 
deride and inſult you: but, if you perſevere in ſpite 
of contempt and reproach, you will probably ſee much 
good produced. Nay, ſome, whom you little thought 
of, may be ſtirred up to carry your deſigns into effect, 
© The hand of the Lord” may be upon them to in- 
duce their ready compliance. Only endeavour to copy 
the eminent pattern before you, in this reſpect; what- 
ever work you begin for the honour of God, do it with 
all your heart, and doubt not that you will proſper. 
We have beheld the zeal and activity of the Jewiſh 
prince to reſtore and eſtabliſh the ſtated adminiſtration 
of the divine ordinances in the temple. And ſhall we 
not allow, that a ſerious attention and regard to the 
public ſervices of religion are indiſpenſably requiſite in 
8 2 2 | men 
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men of all ranks? We are favoured with the inſtitut- 
ed means of grace: the houſe of prayer is open; and 
the miniſters of Chriſt © teach the good knowledge of 
the Lord.” But are you thankful for the privilege? 
Do you not refuſe your preſence, and deſpiſe the wor- 
ſhip and the word of God? If your churches were 
ſhut and your teachers removed, would you lament or 
feel the loſs ?—The holy ſolemnities at Jeruſalem were 
expenſive: the long journeys, the tythes, and ſacrifices, 
called for conſiderable ſums of money. Not ſo the 
ordinances, to which the Goſpel invites you. No la- 

bour in travelling, no coſtly offerings are neceſſary. 
Yet we grant, that liberality in Chriſtian worſhippers 
is highly bonourable, and may be of extenſive benefit. 
Nor will you loſe any thing, if, like Hezekiah, you are 
willing to communicate for the ſupport and advance- 
ment of true religion in the world. 

The king of Judah proſpered in the civil adminiſ- 
tration of his government: for the Lord whom he 
ſerved, gave remarkable ſucceſs to his political enter- 
priſes. He ſubdued the Philiſtines, and caſt off the 
yoke of the Aſſyrians, to whom the nation had been 
ſubjected. Yet after ſome years, it pleaſed God to try 
him in a very ſharp manner, by ſuffering his enemies 
to gain ſuch advantages over him, that he was reduced 
to the loweſt ſtate of diſtreſs. This diſtreſs, however, 
tended to diſplay the peculiar excellence of his charac- 
ter, his unreſerved reliance upon God: and in no part 
of his life did he appear more illuſtrious, than at the 
critical period, which we are haſtening to conſider. 
Doubtleſs, he poſſeſſed other eminent qualifications, 

| but 
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But the ſacred hiſtorian has diſtinguiſhed him for his 


faith, above all who fat on the throne of Judah. Nor 


does God uſually permit this grace, where he has be- 
ſtowed a ſingular meaſure of it, to lie dormant. For 
his own glory and for the encouragement of others, 
He brings it forth to public view, and by his ſevereſt 
diſpenſations ſhews, what ſupport it can adminiſter to 
the ſoul. There are few inſtances recorded, in which 


the efficacy of believing has been more ſignally exhi- 
bited. 


Years before In the fourteenth year of Hezekiah, Sen- 


rift, 713. nacherib the proud prince of Aſſyria, pro- 


voked by his refuſal of ſubmiſſion, made a very for- 
midable invaſion into his country, and penetrated 


nearly to his capital“. He had already deſtroyed or 


led captive the ten tribes of Iſrael ; and now he threat- 
ened an entire deſolation to the ſiſter kingdom. He 
came up againſt all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
took them.“ - What, then, was the ſtate of Hezekiah ? 
He prepared for a vigorous reſiſtance, and uſed the 
wiſeſt precautions to annoy the enemy and to fortify 
the town, This might be perfectly right: for the 
firmeſt dependence upon God does not render human 
foreſight and diligence unneceſſary. When, therefore, 
he had appointed his captains of war, he exhorted them 
to ſuſtain the ſiege with an undaunted courage, from a 
confident expeCtation of the divine interpoſition in their 
favour. © There be more with us,” ſaid he, © than 
with the king of Aſſyria: With him is an arm of fleſh ; 
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but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to 
fight our battles,” 3 
Tet we are obliged to remark a fad failure in that 
very principle, for which he was eminent. Many of 
his princes, without conſulting the Lord, and con- 
trary to the directions of the prophet Iſaiah *, went ta 
ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the Egyptians ; and we fear this 
was done by the conſent, if not the command, of He- 
zekiah. But their hopes of relief from this quarter 
were diſappointed: and it is in mercy that God is 
pleaſed to defeat the plans of his people, when they 
2re truſting to the aid of men. How frequently has 
that ſentence been verified, The ſtrength of Pharaoh 
ſhall be your ſhame, and the truſt in the ſhadow of 
Egypt your confuſion ! When theſe ſuccours did 
not arrive, the king of Judah ſeems to have given way 
to a ſinful diſtruſt, Alas! we mourn for his weak- 
neſs: but we have not known a believer, whoſe faith 
has never ſtaggered. Inſtead of engaging, and ſimply 
relying upon, the Lord's protection, he impoveriſhed 
himſelf, and robbed the temple of its treaſures and or- 
nainents, that he might bribe Sennacherib to withdraw 
his forces. The ſcheme, however, ſoon failed ; and 
we rejoice to find, that when his troubles increaſed 
upon him, he did not then waver, as he had done be- 
fore, but maintained an unſhaken dependence on his 
God. | | 

A. ſhort time after, Sennacherib, intent upon the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, ſent his generals with an 
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immenſe army to inveſt the city, and to ſummon He- 
zekiah to ſurrender. They came to the very walls, 
and, by an infolent and blaſphemous meſſage to him, 
ridiculed not only his expectations from Egypt, but his 
truſt in Jehovah. They called upon the people to go 
forth, and deſert the prince who could -no longer defend 
them, and promiſed them a ſtate of plenty and ſecurity 
under Sennacherib. To this however, agreeably to 
Hezekiah's direction, no anſwer was returned. For 
what would 1t avail to argue with thoſe, who are not 
afraid to vent their profaneneſs againſt God? 

The pious king of Judah felt inexpreſſible diſtreſs “. 
He perceived that his fituation was molt critical, and 
that without a divine interpoſition he mult fall a prey 
to his enemies. No country had been able to with- 
ſtand the arms of the proud Aſſyrian ; and, while Je- 
ruſalem itſelf was ſurrounded by his numerous hoſts, 
not one friendly ally came to its aſſiſtance, Yet He- 
zekiah had a place of refuge, to which he then fled 
for ſafety. With outward tokens of humiliation and 
godly ſorrow he went up to the temple, probably in 
a public manner, accompanied by his nobles, and ſent 
to ſolicit the fervent interceſſions of Iſaiah for their re- 
lief. He received an immediate reply from the pro- 
phet, full of encouragement and conſolation, declaring 
in the name of Jehovah, that the profane and inſulting 
tyrant ſhould ſoon be conſtrained to depart from them, 
and ſhould periſh by the ſword. | 

The promiſe, doubtleſs, afforded a ſufficient ground 
for confidence: yet deliverance was delayed, and the 
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Aſſyrians were till permitted to rage againſt God and 
his people. Hezekiah had a freſh ſummons from them. 
to ſurrender, and a letter from Sennacherib, expreſſing 
the moſt impious irreverence and defiance of Jehovah. 
He ſeems to have been more diſtreſſed by theſe indig- 
nities offered to his God, than by his own difficulties, 
Again he betock himſelf to the throne of grace, and 
with increaſing ardour of devotion. He ſpread the 
letter before the Lord, and thus referring the cauſe to 
his deciſion, beſought Him to interpoſe, and not to 
ſuffer his own glorious name to be any longer inſulted. 
The prayer of faith muſt finally prevail. The prophet 
was commiſſioned to confirm the divine promiſes to 
the king, and aſſure him of ſpeedy relief. According- 
ly, that very night the Angel of the Lord went forth, 
and inſtantly deſtroyed no leſs than one hundred and 
eighty five thouſand of the Aſſyrian army. The blaſ- 
pheming tyrant, being utterly confounded, fled away 
with diſgrace, and leſt an immenſe ſpoil behind him. 
He eſcaped to his own land, but there he periſhed 
miſerably by the hands of his ſons. Ah! how vain is 
it to contend againſt Jehovah! © The triumphing of 
the wicked is ſhort.” | 
This very ſingular hiſtory exhibits a ſtrong proof of 
the efficacy of a firm truſt and confidence in God. He 
vill afflict, but not forſake his people. He may reduce 
them to ſuch extremities, that all hope may ſeem to be 
taken away. But thoſe are the ſeaſons, in which He 
generally appears for the manifeſtation of his power, 
faichfulneſs, and love. In the mean time they are re- 
quired to evidence their ſimple and unreſervtd depend- 
\ ence 
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ence upon Him, and by fervent ſupplication to im- 
plore his help. It is well, when our troubles drive us 
to our knees; for thus only can we expect his gracious 
promiſes to be fulfilled in our deliverance. The ex- 
ample of Hezekiah teaches us, © that men ought al- 
ways to pray, and not to faint.” But does it not re- 
prove our unbelief? How unwilling are we to reſt on 
the declaration of Jehovah! How deſirous to know, 


in what way He will fave us! How impatient, when 


relief is delayed ! But it is the peculiar province of faith, 
to derive ſupport from God, when all human reſources 
fail, and to wait for the completion of his word, though 
we ſee not how it can poſſibly be accompliſhed, 
e Lord, help our unbelief!” For how much does it 
prevent our comfort and advancement in religion! How 
often does it hinder and diſcourage us in prayer! 

This ſignal deliverance, by the manifeſt interpoſition 
of the God of Iſrael in favour of his ſervant, excited the 
attention and wonder of ſurrounding nations. They 
looked with the utmoſt veneration to the man, who had 
been ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed by Heaven, and were 
eager to conciliate his regard by many valuable pre- 
ſents. Thus, after a ſevere trial,“ he was magnified,” 
and enjoyed a large meaſure of riches and honour even 
to the end of life, © O love the Lord, all ye his 
ſaints : for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, and plenti- 
fully rewardeth the proud doer. Be of good courage, 
and he ſhall ſtrengthen your heart, all ye that hope in 
theLon®” 


* Pſal, xxxi. 23, 24. 


But 


346 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


But in addition to the invaſion of Sennacherib, and 
about the ſame time, Hezekiah ſuffered another very 
ſharp affliction. A ſudden attack of a dangerous diſ- 
eaſe brought him to the confines of the grave; and a 
meſſage from God alſo bad him prepare to leave the 
world *, inaſmuch as the ſickneſs, in its kind and ten- 
dency, was certainly fatal. Here again he betook 
himſelf to God as his only refuge, and poured out his 
ſoul with importunate ſupplication for a longer conti- 
nuance in life. _ 

We admire the ardour of his devotion expreſſed on 
that occaſion, but are ſurpriſed at his unwillingneſs to 
die. Is there any thing truly terrible in the proſpect 
of departure, to thoſe who are accepted of God in his 
Covenant? Is it not diſhonourable to their character, 
to diſcover any fears of the change, or any ſtrong at- 
tachment to their preſent ſtate ? - But, ſurely, pious 
perſons, as well as others, through the common infit- 
mities of nature, may ſhrink back from their diſſolu- 
tion: and only in proportion to the livelineſs of their 
faith, will eternity appear deſirable to them, Not to 
inſiſt, however, on this conſideration, the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of Hezekizh's ſituation might juitify the 
earneſtneſs of his wiſhes and petitions for a recovery, 
not ſo much on his own account, as on that of the 
Church and nation, for which he was deeply concerned. 
It would ſeem, doubtleſs, a matter of triumph to his 
enemies, if he ſhould be cut off at ſuch a critical junc= 
ture, and, as it might be conſtrued, under the divine 
diſpleaſure. Judah would be left without a guide, 
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expoſed to all the fury and violence of the Aſſyrians, 
The reformation, alſo, which he had introduced, was 
then only in its infancy, and conſequently ſo weak, 
that he might have reaſon to dread a general return of 
the people to idolatry, upon his removal. The honour 
of God, therefore, was connected with his life; and 
on this ground, with a view to further uſefulneſs, he 
might properly aſł for the ſtroke to be averted or de- 
layed. Beſides, it is probable that at the time of his 
ſickneſs he had no child, and that the ſucceſſion was 
unprovided for. Perhaps he feared, that the family of 
David, to which the promiſes were made, would be 
extinct, and therefore that the expectations of the Savi- 
our would fail. Diſtreſſing apprehenſions of this kind 
might well conſtrain him to weep and to pray. 

This part of the hiſtory, however, holds out to us 
freſh encouragement to cry unto God in our troubles. 
How aſtoniſhing have been the effects of prayer! He- 
_ zekiah received an immediate anſwer from heaven, by 
the prophet Ifaiah, aſſuring him of the divine favour 
and determination to defend him from all his enemies, 
declaring alſo, that on the third day he ſhould be per- 
ſectly reſtored, and that fifteen years ſhould be added ta 
his life. For the cure of his diſeaſe an application was 
dire ted, which, though ſuitable in itſelf, the power of 
the Lord only rendered ſucceſsful : and, for the confir- 
mation of his faith, the ſhadow of the ſun was carried 
back ten degrees, and the light conſiderably protracted 
in a miraculous manner. 

On ſuch a ſubje& it becomes us to pauſe, and in- 


quire, What think we of death? . Should any mortal 
| | 55 ſickneſs 
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ſickneſs attack us, are we ready? Soon will the ſum- 
mons be irrevocably iſſued out, Thou ſhalt die, and 
not live.” What, then, will be our hope, when God 

. ſhall take away our ſouls? Is it not neceſſary now, to 
« ſet our houſe in order,” and to ſettle both temporal 
and ſpiritual concerns? Have we done this? Or are 
we not immoderately attached to the world ? For what 
end do we deſire to be ſpared any longer? Or are we 
anſwering any uſeful purpoſe here ? 

Perhaps we have been raiſed like Hezekiah, when 
our recovery ſeemed impoſſible. Then what returns 
are we making ? Better had it been for us to have been 
cut off years ago, than to perſevere in the habits of 
ſin. The king of Judah ſhewed the warmeſt gratitude 
for his deliverance. He went up to the temple to ce- 


lebrate the divine goodneſs ; and the ſacred hymn, writ- 
ten by himſelf, in which he expreſſed his pious affections 
upon that occaſion, is handed down to us“. Shall we 
not ſay with him, The living, the living, he ſhall 
' praiſe thee, as I do this day?“ The vows of the Lord 
are upon us : O let us be mindful of them, and uſe our 
reſtored ſtrength for his glory ! 

Hezekiah has hitherto appeared, not indeed a ſpot- 
leſs character, but one of peculiar eminence. Yet the 
inſpired hiſtorians have remarked a defect in his obedi- 
Ence, ſoon after his recovery, for which he was very 
ſharply reproyed and threatened by God himſelf, His 
declenſion, however, was not of any long continuance, 
nor of ſo groſs vr notorious a kind, as to expoſe him 


to the reproaches of the world. The Lord God ſees 
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the inward workings of our minds; and it is poſſible, 
we may depart from him, and come under his diſplea- 
ſure, whilſt our outward conduct is approved and ad- 
mired amongſt men. 
Ihe impreſſions of gratitude, which he felt upon his 
miraculous cure, were of ſhort duration; and perhaps 
from a conceit of his own importance on account of the 
diſtinguiſhed favours he had received, © his heart was 
lifted up *.“ In ſuch a diſpoſition he was ill prepared 
to reſiſt a temptation, which flattered his vanity. . The 
king of Babylon, probably to court his friendſhip, ſent 
ambaſſadors to him with large preſents, and letters of 
congratulation on his very extraordinary reſtoration 
from ſickneſs. Hezekiah might have ſhewn them all 
proper civility and kindneſs without violating any prin- 
ciples of religion. But he ſeems. to have been carried 
away by pride, and fooliſhly to have exulted in the ho- 
nourable notice taken of him. Inſtead of inſtructing 
theſe idolatrous princes in the knowledge of Jehovah, 
he made a diſplay of his own grandeur before them, and 
with much ſelf flattery and conceit exhibited his palaces 
and treaſures.— Ah! how prone we are, to aſſume 
a conſequence to ourſelves, and to rob God of his glory ! 
Are you not in danger of being lifted up, eſpecially 
when God proſpers you, and of forgetting to whom the 
praiſe is due? This is highly diſpleaſing to Him, and 
may bring upon you the heavieſt calamities. Be afraid, 
then, of looking on your houſes, your furniture, and 
poſſeſſions, except with devout thankfulneſs to God, 
and a holy ſuſpicion of yourſelves. 


* 2 Chron, xxxii. 25, &c. 
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Does it appear ftrange, that he, who had diſcoveret 
ſuch a firmneſs in religious principles, ſhould be over- 
come by the ſmiles of a Pagan monarch? Alas! 
« Man, being in honour, hath no underſtanding.” But 
waving this conſideration, we are never ſecure without 
the ſupport of divine grace. If that good influence be 
withdrawn, the moſt eminent ſaints will fall from their 
ſteadfaſtneſs, Thus the ſacred hiſtorian has explained 
the declenſion of Hezekiah : © God left him to try him, 

that he might know all that was in his heart.” Proba- 
bly, he had not conceived himſelf to be ſo vain and 
fooliſh : and this fad experience of the depravity of his 
heart might have a ſalutary effect, by producing more 
genuine humility, faith, and love. 

Thus alſo we account for ſome awful inſtances of 
miſconduct, in very excellent perſons among ourſelves. 
Their attainments and perſeverance in righteouſneſs are 
to be aſcribed to the continual affiſtance of the Spirit. 
But if He deſert them, they are liable to be carried 
away by every temptation. He will not, indeed, leave 
them utterly, or with any other view than to promote 
their greater good, Yet this repreſentation abaſes our 
pride, convinces us of our need of © the blood of 
ſprinkling,” and teaches us to © walk humbly with out 
God.” | 

The leaſt deviation from holy principles is hateful t6 
God; and therefore Hezekiah's vanity did not paſs un= 
noticed or unpuniſhed. Iſaiah was diſpatched with a 

ſolemn reproof and denunciation of wrath againſt him 
and his people, It is frequently obſerved, that offend- 
ers 


— — 


_— — - a £ A eN. >> \ 
> » p _ 5 = 5 =D . 4 2 
8 — & TS DN 3 — 9 = nr ol, \ 
5 by > 2 5 - 1 — "a= = 3 3 o — 
5 — ths N 2 — — A 2 A 8 K \ 1 
— * == = — — 2 5 8 3 4 3 ow. * 
MALE es > © £ = ro a * . þ 
Sc. 2 25. == — . 2 — A 
hs I pI 
PR ; = 
« — 


— 
SSS EST Sg > £ 
WS — — TTT 
9222 ]⅛ iõL(ĩW6•ͥ AAA ( b 
— — — — — — — - — — <8 — I 
+ . 


=? 


3 
A 
. / 
7 
1 
* 


HEZEKIAH: | 351 


ers are chaſtened even by thoſe things and perſons, 
which have cauſed them to tranſgreſs. Thus it was 
declared, that the very men, to whom he had paid his 
court, ſhould ſeize upon all his boaſted treaſures, and 
reduce his deſcendants to the meaneſt captivity. Ah! 
what an unwelcome meſſage to an ambitious mind! 
yet we rejoice to ſee the meek behaviour of the king 
under this rebuke. He humbled himſelf before God, 
and thus obtained a reſpite. He was then aſſured, 
that the threatened deſolation ſhould not come in his 
days; which conſtrained him to cry out, in admiration 
of the diſtinguiſhed mercy extended to him, © Good 
1s the word of the Lord concerning me.” What other 
evidence of contrition can we give, but an unreſerved 
_ confeſſion of our guilt, an acknowledgment of the juſ- 

tice of the ſentence by which we are condemned, and 
earneſt cries for the remiſſion of our ſins? Have we 
ſuch proofs of the truth of our repentance ? 

Hezekiah, then, was almoſt inſtantly recovered ; and 
his ſincerity appeared not more before, than after, his 
fall. We adore the grace, which can pardon and re- 
ſtore a backflider. From that time he continued uni- 
formly ſteadfaſt in the practice of righteouſneſs, and 
increaſed in power, riches, and honour, during the ſe- 
quel of his reign. The nation enjoyed ſingular proſ- 
perity under his government; and when he was taken 
from them at the appointed period, they felt his loſs. 
They bore teſtimony to his exalted worth, for © they 
buried him in the chiefeſt of the ſepulchres of the ſons 
of David, and did him honour at his death.” A better 


recompence 
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. recompence awaited him in the world of glory; and, 
at the reſurrection of the juſt, he will receive the pub. 
lic approbation of men, of angels, and of God. Who 
does not ſay, Let me die the death of the righteous ?” 
Then © be followers of them, who through faith and 
| patience inherit the promiſes,” and © give diligence to 
make your calling and election ſure.” 


MANASSEHs 
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Manaſſeh came to the throne, very young — eſtabliſhed idela- 
try-—prattiſed witchcraft, and other Pagan impieties — 
a bloody perſecutor—taken priſoner to Babylon—his re- 
pentance, prayer, and forgiveneſs—reſtored to bis king- 
dom — gave full proof of his converfion—but could w 
repair the head of his former conduct. | 


| From the piety, zeal, and diligence of Hezekiah in 


the work of reformation, which we have been con- 
templating, we were ready to promiſe a long continu- 
ance of religion and happineſs to the kingdom of Judah. 
But our expectations are diſappointed, and we behold 
the utmoſt deſolation ſuddenly introduced. Here, then, 
the wiſe man's aſſertion is verified, * One ſinner de- 
ſtroyeth much good *. Hezekiah had been many 
years rearing a ſtately edifice, and with much care and 


labour: had juſt brought it to perfection, when an ene- 


my entered and laid it in ruins. But what impious 
hand dared to demoliſh that goodly ſtructure, which he 
had been ſo anxious to erect ? This ſurpriſes us the 
more: it was one of his own houſe ; it was one pro- 


* Eccleſ. ix. 18. 
Vol. II. A a _  ceeding 
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ceeding from his own bowels; it was “ Manaſſeh his 
fon, who reigned in his ſtead “.“ 

. came to the crown, when he was but 
Orig, 98. twelve years old. It was a misfortune to 
him and to the public, that he was deprived of the 
guide and inſtructor of his youth at fo early a period. 
Yet we might have expected, that his father's example 
would have left a ſtrong impreſſion upon him, even 
at that age, and that the religious friends and tutors, to 
whoſe care he was committed, would have been a con- 
ſiderable reſtraint. It ſhould ſeem, however, that im- 
mediately on his acceſſion he began to ſet aſide the 
excellent regulations, which had been eſtabliſhed, and 
ſoon become the patron of idolatry, and of almoſt every 
ſpecies of iniquity. 

We ſtand amazed, and aſk, Where is the advan- 
tage of a good education? Alas! ſomething more is 
wanted, to fix and preſerve right principles in the 
heart. The depravity of human nature is ſufficient to 
break down every barrier ; and ſometimes it appears 
the more violent and deſperate, for having been ſubject 
to a temporary control, Hence, perhaps, many young 
perſons, when releaſed from the ſtrict injunctions of 
teachers and governors, have diſcovered a ſingular ef- 
frontery in wickedneſs. But, ſurely, it is a high aggra- 
vation of a ſinner's guilt, that he diſregards the inſtruc- 
tions and admonitions he has received, and departs 
from the ways of righteouſneſs, in which he was trained 
up. The prayers, the counſels, and examples of pious 
parents, which might have been a peculiar bleſſing, 

* 2 Kings xx. 21. Xxi. 1, &c. 2 Chron, xxxiii. 1, &c. 
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will prove the curſe and condemnation of thouſands. 
O that children would conſider their preſent favourable 
opportunities, and the account they muſt render to 
God! | 

Who will not allow the extreme and total degenera- 
cy of man, while he reviews the folly, madneſs, and 
complicated crimes of the former part of Manaſſeh's 
life? Forſaking the worſhip of Jehovah, and not even 
permitting it among his ſubjects, he ruſhed at once in- 
to all the abſurd and vile abominations of the heathen, 
and eſtabliſhed them in his own nation. He renewed 
the idolatrous altars and groves, which his father had 
deſtroyed, and bowed down to the image of Baal, as 
well as to all the hoſt of heaven. Not content with 
practiſing this profaneneſs himſelf, he ſeduced his peo- 
ple into it, till they became worſe than the ancient in- 
habitants of Canaan, who had been extirpated for the 
very ſame things. It appears ſtrange, that idolatry 
has prevailed in every age of the world, and amongſt 
the greateſt number of the human race. Where is our 
boaſted reaſon, and the excellency of our underſtanding, 
fince we are ſo ready to depart from the true God, and 
to pay divine honours to a creature? Such a religion as 
this, is as diſgraceful to man, as it is odious and pro- 
voking to Jehovah. 

It is mentioned as an aggravation of Manaſſch's im- 
piety, that he introduced his pagan rites into the tem- 
ple of the Lord, and even ſet up an image of Baal in 
the-very place, where Jehovah had fixed his peculiar 
reſidence. We wonder at ſuch an inſtance of daring 
preſumption. How could he enter thoſe ſacred walls, 

Aa 2 and 


856 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
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and not feel the ſharpeſt reproof? Or could he ever 
forget, to whom that houſe was dedicated? Divine 
worſhip was thus utterly ſubverted, and the Lord God 
himſelf excluded from his own habitation. What was 
this, but, as it were, to inſult him to his face, and to 
challenge Him to vindicate his honour againſt the idols, 
which were exalted above Him ? 

Manaſſeh, in the progreſs of his reign, became a 
father: but how baſe his character in that relation! 
Some, at leaſt, of his children he devoted to the gods 
of the heathen ; © he made them paſs through the fire.” 
It has been ſuppoſed, that they were offered up in ſa- 
crifice; for ſuch a cuſtom, we know, prevailed *, But 
it has alſo been maintained, that they were only by 
certain ſuperſtitious ceremonies dedicated to ſome falſe 
Divinity, whom they were taught to acknowledge. 
The true God, then, was ſet aſide, and in His ſtead 
the very devils were conſulted. Accordingly the king 
proceeded to ſuch a length, as to practiſe witchcraft, 
and deal with evil ſpirits. We inquire not, of what 
ſort that intercourſe is, which Satan and his infernal 
company have been permitted to hold with men. The 
reality of it is ſufficiently evident from the prohibitions 
of God himſelf f.“ 

If any thing more can be added, to complete the 
ſum of Manaſſeh's wickedneſs, it is this conſideration, 
that he was a cruel oppreſſor and a bloody perſecutor. 
He muſt, indeed, have been actuated by an uncommon 
degree of ferocity and rage, for © he ſhed innocent 
blood, very much, till he had filled Jeruſalem from one 


* Pal. cvi. 37, 38. + Deut. xvii. 10—12._ 
| end 
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end to another.” What rendered this wanton barba- 


rity the more atrocious was, that he exerciſed it, moſt 
probably, againſt the faithful ſeryants of Jehovah, and 


in contempt of their ſolemn admonitions. The Lord 


{ſent prophets to warn, reprove, and threaten him; yet 
neicher he nor his people would hearken. He perſiſt- 
ed, with the utmoſt obduracy, in all his vile practices, 
as if he defied the indignation of Heaven. The awful 
declarations of God's meſſengers could not but be very 
offenſive to him ; and perhaps with a view to get rid 
of theſe troubleſome monitors, and to extirpate all their 
adherents, he put ſuch immenſe numbers of them to 
death. It is ſuppoſed, that the venerable Iſaiah, who 
had been his father's friend and counſellor, fell a facri- 
fice to his fury, and that he was * ſawn aſunder,“ as a 
peculiar example of vengeance, How much more en- 
viable - the ſtate of the martyr, than that- of the royal 
murderer! This avowed oppoſition to the calls of 
God conſtituted the worſt part of Manaſſeh's character, 
and ſeemed to point him out as ripe for ruin, How 
many are in like manner rendered inexcuſable, by the 
repeated warnings given them ! © This is the condem- 
nation, that light is come into the world, and men lov- 
ed darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds were 
evil “.“ «If J had not come,” ſaid the Saviour, and 
ſpoken unto them, they had not had ſin : but now they 
have no cloak for their fin .“ 

What then do we learn from this black picture? 
Does it not mortify our pride, to obſerve how far we 
may depart from truth and righteouſneſs? We ſee, 


John iii. 19. f xv. 22. 


Aa 3 from 
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from one inſtance and another, what folly, cruelty, pro- 
faneneſs, and preſumption man is capable of, even un- 
der the greateſt advantages. Have you been preſerved 
from ſuch enormities ? Be thankful that you were not 
expoſed to the temptations, which have inſnared others; 
but lay your hand upon your mouth, under a convic- 
tion of your own extreme depravity. Enough you 
yourſelves have done, to ſtrip you of 9 plea before 
God. 

From the atrocious wickedneſs, which marks the 
former part of Manaſſeh's life, we could have expected 
nothing but the moſt tremendous conſequences in the 
concluſion. The Lord, indeed, had teftified by his 
prophets, that his fierce anger was kindled, and that 
He would take ſignal vengeance. We aſk, then, what 
became of Manaſſch ? © He that, being often repror- 
ed, hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and 
that without remedy *.” This were juſt in every caſe; 
but in many inſtances, of the kind here deſcribed, the 
claims of juſtice are withdrawn, that the rich and ſo- 
vereign grace of our God may be the more glorioufly 
diſplayed : thus © mercy rejoiceth againſt judgment f.“ 
In the hiſtory before us, the ſcene ſuddenly changes; 
and, when we were looking for utter deſtruction, we 
behold an aftoniſhing ſalvation effected. The view 
is ſo wonderful, that it excites the moſt devout admi- 
ration, and conſtrains us to cry out, O the depth 


of the riches both of the wiſdom and nn of 
8 od! * 


Prov. xxix. 1. + James 11, 13. 
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Manaſſch received a ſevere chaſtiſement for his ini- 
quity, The providence of God fo ordered it, that the 
Aſſyrians were ſtirred up to invade his land, and he 
was given into their power. They took him priſoner, 
deprived him of his glory and kingdom, led him in 
chains to Babylon, and there probably caſt him into a 
dungeon. That ſituation, ſo diſgraceful and affliftive, 
under the influence of God's Spirit proved ſalutary to 
him. In that ſtate of retirement he was awakened to 
reflection; he ſaw and confeſſed the baſeneſs of his con- 
duct, and cried unto God for pardon. Then the 
haughty rebel was ſubdued; and, after having exhibit- 
ed a fad ſpecimen of human depravity, he has afforded 
an inſtance of the freeneſs and extent of the divine 
mercy. Then the ſeeds of a pious education, which 
ſeemed to be loſt, began to revive, and the prayers 
of his deceaſed father to be anſwered. _ 

We are not told, at what period of his life this alte- 
ration was brought about. He had previouſly perſiſted 
in a long courſe of ſin: and it was a happy circum- 
ſtance, that many ſucceeding years evinced the reality 
of his repentance, We pretend not to account for the 
change, on any other ground than the exertion of an 
almighty power. It was * the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous'in our eyes.” Yet even what God himſelf 
does, He is pleaſed in moſt cafes to accompliſh by ex- 
ternal means; and afflitions are often made uſe of 
in the great work of converſion. To recover men 
from the error of their ways, He ſeparates them from 
their evil companions, and deprives them of their for- 
mer temptations and opportunities of wickedneſs: by 

A a 4 heavy 
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heavy pains and diſappointments He bows down the 
pride of their hearts, and convinces them of the bitter-' 
neſs of ſin: and, not unfrequently, He places them in 
retirement, to review and mourn over their paſt folly 
and madneſs. Thus many are ſubdued by ſuffering, 
who have obſtinately reſiſted the milder methods of 
God's dealing with them ; and then they reckon their 
ſevereſt chaſtiſements among their choiceſt bleſſings. 
et affliftions do not neceſſarily produce ſuch 
changes as this, but derive all their energy from the 
influence of God's Spirit, through which alone they 
prove effectual. Some perſons are the more hardened 
by their trials, and when * the hand of God preſſeth 
them ſore,” they diſcover greater enmity and rage 
againſt Him. Thus it is recorded of Ahaz, the grand- 
father of Manaſſeh, © in the time of his diſtreſs did he 
treſpaſs yet more againſt the Lord “.“ Thus alſo in 
thoſe extreme and endleſs torments, reſerved for the 
finally impenitent, there will be no proper contrition, 
no humiliation. © They gnaw their tongues for pain, 
and blaſpheme the God of heaven, becauſe of their 
pains and their ſores, and repent not of their deeds f.“ 
The account of Manaſſeh's converſion is ſhort, but 
ſatisfactory, © He humbled himſelf greatly before the 
God of his fathers.” The review of ſuch a life, we 
readily allow, would furniſh him with ſufficient matter 
for the exerciſe of godly ſorrow. But every real peni- 
tent, who has a right apprehenſion of the heinouſneſs 
of ſin, will feel the ſame occaſion for ſelf- abhorrence, 


2 Chron, xxviii. 22. + Rev. xvi. 10, 21. 
: as 
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as Manaſſeh. Though you have not committed thoſe 
groſs offences, which are miſchievous to ſociety, you 
are polluted by natural depravity, and your actval de- 
viations from the law of righteouſneſs very juſtly expoſe 
you to the divine wrath; ſo that, if you underſtand 
your own ſtate and deſert, you will not ſcruple to adopt 
that confeſſion, ©« Behold, I am vile!” This will be 

the very firſt effect of true repentance, | 

Under a deep ſenſe of his guilt, Manaſſeh cried for 
mercy. © He beſought the Lord his God, and prayed 
unto him. The ſacred hiſtorian again and again takes 
notice of his prayer, which probably was moſt fervent: © 
and inceſſant, Nor can we conceive, that there is any 
ſpiritual conviction or unfeigned humiliation, where 
there are no ardent ſupplications for pardon, What 
more ſuitable expreſſion of a contrite heart, than 
« God be merciful to me a finner!” Such an impor- 
tunate application to the God of all grace 1s a favour- 
able ſign, and determines the character of a convert. 
For thus it was remarked of Paul, as an indiſputable 
evidence his change, © Behold he prayeth “.“ 

« If ye ſeek the Lord, He will be found of you f.“ 
How many memorable inſtances verify the aſſertion! 
Manaſſeh ſtands as a conſpicuous example of the readi- 
neſs of our God to accept and to fave the returning 
ſinner. © The Lord was entreated of him, and heard 
his ſupplication.” His numerous and aggravated of- 
-fences were all blotted out ; and the poor culprit, trem- 
bling before his Judge, was lifted up, and comforted 


* Acts ix, 11. 12 Chron. xv. 2. Deut. iv. 29. Matt. vii. 7, 
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with the hope of forgiveneſs. O what a proof is here, 
that with Jehovah © there is plenteous redemption !” 
God was graciouſly pleaſed to put Manaſſeh's ſince- 
rity to the trial: for by a peculiar providence * He 
brought him again to Jeruſalem,” and reftored him to 
his kingdom. There he recovered his formet dignity, 
and continued to reign for many years. We are anxi- 
ous to hear, then, if, when his affliction was removed, 
he retained his religious impreſſions, and perſevered in 
a holy obedience, Nor are we left in. doubt: full 
teſtimony was given, that he was © renewed in the 
ſpirit of his mind, and created in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs.” There may be inſtances of real conver- 
ſion, at a late period, where no ſuch ſatisfactory evi- 
dences are afforded. Hereafter, we preſume, God 
will make them public, and Julaly bimſelf! in them, to 
the admiration of all. 
ee Then Manaſſeh knew, that the Lord, He was 
God.“ Could he poſſibly be ignorant of this? Had 
he not been early grounded in good principles? Had 
he not heard of his father's zeal to revive and eſtabliſh 
the worſhip of Jehovah ? Had he not been informed, 
and could he forget, that © the Lord had made bare 
his arm,” delivered Hezekiah from the Aſſyrians, and 
lengthened his life for fifteen years? Or were not 
theſe events a ſufficient proof, that © the Lord, He is 
God?” Alas! with a pious education, the moſt ex- 
cellent inſtrud ions, and a full view of the ſtrongeſt 
teſtimonies in favour of religion, man may abide in 
darkneſs, neither will he attain any true ſpiritual ac- 
quaintance with God, till * the eyes of his underſtand- 
ng 


MANASSER. 149 363 


ing be enlightened.” Then, as in Manaſſch's caſe, 
« God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſs, ſhines in the heart, to give the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” The in- 
formation, we have received from others, ſhould nor 
ſuffice us; but we ſhould pray, that, by * the mani- 
feſtation of the Spirit,” we may know the Lord. 

Such a diſcovery of the divine nature and perfections 
will be of a practical tendency, and produce the beſt 
effects in regulating the conduct. The ſucceeding be- 
haviour of Manafſch was conſiſtent and honourable. 
Not to dwell on his prudent attention to the defence of - 
his dominions, we admire his zeal in endeavouring to 
repair the miſchief he had done. He ſet himſelf 
to baniſh the idolatry, which he had introduced. All 
thoſe ſurely, who abhor their iniquity, will ceaſe from 
it, and exert their influence to recover others. What 
ſhall we ſay, then, to ſuch as are utterly unconcerned 
about the ſpiritual ſtate of their friends and dependants, 
and have not themſelves forſaken their old ſins? Shall 
we credit their loud profeſſions of penitence, or en- 
courage their confidence in the divine forgiveneſs ? 
Rather, we would ſolemnly warn them to © bring 
forth fruits meer for repentance,” without which their 
profeſſions are an inſult to God, their confidence the 
groſſeſt preſumption. 

The real convert reſts not in a mere negative refor- 
mation ; but, when he © ceaſes to do evil, he learns 
to do well.” Manafſth was zealous to reſtore the ſer- 
vice of Jehovah. The temple had been polluted by 
Pagan rites, and all the true worſhippers of God had 

4 been 
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been either ſlain, or forced to hide their heads. But the 
holy place was now opened again for its original pur- 
poſe, and the king himſelf appeared there, to declare his 
devout regard, and to offer ſacrifices, to the Lord. Do 
you hope, that you alſo, like Manaſſeh, have been 
humbled greatly for your former contempt of religion ? 
We expect to ſee you diligent in your exertions to pro- 
mote it. You will recommend © the faith, which 
once you deſtroyed,” and, by your own ſerious attend- 
ance at the houſe and ordinances of God, will encou- 
rage others to come. Without ſuch poſitive fruits of 
- righteouſneſs, ſuch a public teſtimony of your princi- 
ples, we may juſtly doubt of your inward renovation. 
Manaſſch was ſolicitous to bring back the people to 
the Lord, and therefore commanded them to ſerve 
Him. He had ſeduced them into idolatry and other 
impious practices; and now he anxiouſly deſired them 
to return with him to that God, © from whom they 
had deeply revolted.“ Is it not alſo incumbent upon 
us, to give a ſimilar evidence of our ſincerity? For 
how many have we tempted to ſin! Doubtleſs, we 
thould endeavour to reclaim them : at leaſt, we ſhould 
declare our own compunction of heart for what we 
have done, and call their attention to that religion, 
which we find fo neceſſary for ourſelves. But if we 
are afraid or aſhamed to maintain the cauſe of God 
before thoſe, whom we have induced to tranſgreſs, we 
poſſeſs not any proper regard to Him, or any ſtrong 
ſenſe of the evil, which we have committed. 
It ſhould be remarked, however, that no reformation 
can atone to God for our offences, or take away their 
bad 
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bad effects in the world, Repentance has been ſaid to 
be the only conſideration required for our pardon. But 
what recompence is this for the diſnonour we have caſt 
upon God; or what ſatisfaction to his juſtice? Or 
how can we compenſate for paſt failures, by that which 
is no more than our preſent duty? The Jews them- 
{elves were taught, that © without ſhedding of blood 
is no remiſſion,” We can add, © there is none other 
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved,” but only the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; © in whom we have redemption THROUGH 
HIS BLOOD, even the forgiveneſs of fins “. Men 
fooliſhly talk of making amends for their tranſgreſſions, 
Let them try, as Manaſſeh, to repair the miſchief; 
and they will ſoon find it impoſſible. Doubtleſs, much 
good mult have followed from his zealous endeavours, 
but by no means all that he wiſhed, or all that he 
might probably have effected, had he ſerved the Lord 
from his youth. It ſhould ſeem, that many would not 
torſake their idolatry, in which he had inſtructed them; 
and ſome years afterward the heavy judgments of God 
uclolated the nation, on account of his former wicked- 
neſs, even though he had obtained forgiveneſs for his 
own ſoulf. You alſo, who are reconciled to God, 
and have confidence before Him, may be unable to 
prevent the temporal and everlaſting deſtruction of 
thoſe, whom you have ſeduced. Go, and recover 
them, if you can. Some of them, perhaps, have died 

in their fins, and are loſt for ever: and of thoſe, who 


* Heb. ix. 22. Acts iv. 12, Col. i. 12 + 2 Kings xxiv. 3, 4. 


Jer. xv. 4. : 
remain, 


* 


— — — 


8 
— 2 — — 1 # 2 E 2 5 * — 7 = 
: x — p 3 * 323 = — 0 = — RED >a 3 7 2 be - : a» 
© Sts — 44 Cs ; = CE i 55 2 — Sy — 2 — n 3 n r 
* 2 om A422 + D = 2 — 0 n . I = - * - - 22 2 ** — p — * > — 2 - a” * - - > —— * 2 4 „ 4 _— * 
"> ” 4 * © — 9 s . — — — —— — 22 — - * — : — = 2 _— I = : N Bye B ä e. by Dams - 4 
— F FI - * 2 — - — 8 N — 3 wy —__ > 3 * = a Os — ah B 4 l — = G — 
> VL Id K 22 "ME - : 94 : 2 8 r — — — f - => 2 8 5 =” \ 2 GG vw ᷣͤ k 33238 ba” — "asf — —_ 
= RY RE. EF. "9 . ; Ip I FAS. BY — - - — 7 - ; — 2 RT = 2 — g - WI: . 2 P = . = 7 IS” = ESP e 8 82 = 0 8 8 
— — — x - — © ny c 2 > Þ == 2 5 - — — — 3 — - _ 2 3 — 5 2 - F — 5 — * + = 1 2353630000 L p \ 
* = © - * — -— = * . © * e — 2 - __— — 1 = . * — I _ - on — = > s ; w-. — — N 1 E — 
FC — 8 i 22 . et EEE LOWE zone + 22: 5 > 222 — ß 4A £73 OE 
* * — 2 N my = 232 5 Ly 5 — — 4 - _ _ — bu” . 225 — — 4 SY * — — 2 popes. — — — —— — 2 — b * . — —_; -— — — 3 n _— * — 
* <7 - = — = . > 1 — 2 2 D — n= * 2 * - +4 e — 5 > 4 2 1 . — — — 2 _ . 2 ap — - 7 = * * = 
— 2 — = ©. IS Þ Fs = AD — — — — — 1 =. * 3 ——U— — 2 ö — 
- - rr 0 = —=x 0 * — A — — - - S—-- — * 
4 * ” [? _ . — A hy =_ — IPY — — 3 2 — wad — * 
F + 6 2 2 * 


366 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 

remain, how few will hear you; or, hearing, regard 
your admonitions? Poſterity, for ages yet to come, 
may reap the bitter fruits of your iniquity. Who will 
not allow, then, even from a view of the miſchiefs 


produced in ſociety, that © fin is indeed exceeding 


ſinful ?”? 

May we preſume to ſuggeſt a reaſon for the divine 
procedure, in ſelecting men of ſuch an abandoned cha- 
racter as Manaſſeh, to be the objects of mercy? We 
confeſs, the counſels of God are a great deep, which 
we cannot fathom : yet fome conſiderations upon the 
ſubject demand our attention. By ſuch inſtances as 
theſe, the Lord affords the moſt ſtriking exhibition of 
the nature and ſufficiency of that Salvation, which He 
has effected by the incarnation, ſacrifice, and interceſ- 
ſion of his own Son. Since there is no difference, in 
the terms of acceptance, between one ſinner and ano- 
ther; nay, ſince © where fin hath abounded, grace 
doth much more abound,” we are compelled to join in 
that concluſion, © Not by works of righteouſneſs, which 
we have done, but according to his mercy He ſaved 
us.” Examples of this kind, indeed, are moſt offen- 
ſive to perſons of a Phariſaical diſpoſition ; becauſe they 
perceive herein, that in this reſpect, at leaſt, no ac- 
count is made of their boaſted righteouſneſs, and no 
preference allowed them in the ſight of God, 

Theſe caſes, however, afford encouragement to the 
awakened penitent; and they ſeem to be recorded, that 
none may deſpair of being received in God's appointed 
way. While He ſuffers ſome to go the greateſt 
lengths in wickedneſs, and then recovers them, He 

ſhews 
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ſhews us, that © our Redeemer is ſtrong,” and © mighty 
to fave.” Who now, that returns to God 1n penitence 
and faith, ſhall doubt of obtaining pardon, © though 
his fins be as ſcarlet?” The atonement provided can 
expiate the moſt aggravated guilt; and thouſands have 
experienced its efficacy. Or who ſhall fay, that our 
ſpiritual enemies are invincible? The Saviour, as we 
have ſeen in this hiſtory, can ſanctify the moſt polluted 
heart, and give power and ability to overcome the 
molt inveterate habits of evil. Through His grace 
the fury of the lion is tamed, and ſucceeded by the 
meekneſs of the lamb: the place, where Satan erected 
his throne, and maintained an undiſturbed domimon, 
becomes an habitation for God. * Surely, ſhall one 
ſay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength : 
even to Him ſhall men come; and all that are incenſed 
againſt Him, ſhall be aſhamed “.“ 


* Ia. xlv. 24. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Joſiah, his early acceſſion to the throne—piety——zeal for 

reformation—fulfilled a prophecy at Bethel —reſtored the 

_ temple ſervice—how affected, upon hearing the lazyw—read 

it to the people, and bound them by covenant to God 

celebrated the paſſover—poſſeſſed unequalled zeal— 

_ wounded in fighting againſt the king of Eg ypt —lamented 
at bis death. 


Ta un religion, which in every part of life is amiable. 
and uſeful, is peculiarly ſo in youth. At that age, 
temptations to ſenſual pleaſures are the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt numerous; and then to reſiſt the moſt importu- 
nate ſolicitations to evil, and, amidſt an univerſal de- 
generacy of manners, to diſcover a firm and zealous 
attachment to the ſervice of God, to prefer the enjoy- 
ment of his favour and the advancement of his glory to 
every worldly conſideration, this is real excellence, a 
fight which even Angels look down upon with delight. 
This, however, is an attainment, to which no princi- 
ples of our depraved nature will lead us; it requires a 
large meaſure ot divine grace. O may that grace be 
poured out upon our riſing generation; for ſo may we 


expect a revival of truth and holineſs amongſt us 


Joſiah, 
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Yar: before Joſiah, the king of Judah; will afford us 
Cirit, 64. a beautiful example of early piety, and of 
its beneficial effects. Upon his acceſſion to the cron, 
we had every thing to fear concerning that corrupt na- 
tion; but a. gleam of hope ſuddenly breaks in upon 
us, while we behold his good diſpoſitions and unwea- 
ried exertions. Manaſſeh, his grandfather, had not 
been able to reform all the profane practices, which 
he himſelf had introduced; and ſoon after his death, 
the pleaſing appearances of religion, which the people 
had aſſumed in compliance with their prince, were all 
thrown off. Amon, the next in ſucceſſion, renewed - 
the former idolatries through the land, but, after a ſhore 
and wicked reign, fell by the hand of violence; and 
Joſiah, then only eight years old, was placed upon the 
throne *. What could we look for from ſuch a child, 
eſpecially from one, ſurrounded with temptations and 
examples of iniquity? But it proved a mercy to him, 
that he was ſo early delivered from the influence of his 
abandoned father: for the care of his education from 
that period, probably, was committed to perſons of 
virtuous principles, under whom he might receive the 
beſt inſtructions and impreſſions. © v4 
No particular account is given of him, till the ſix- 
teenth year of his age; but then, we are aſſured, his 
heart was truly affected with divine things, and the 
leeds of piety ſprang up with uncommon vigour. 
ee While he was yet young,” ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, 
© he began to ſeek after the God of David his father.“ 
His tutors might be the means, but the effect itſelf we 


* 2 Kings xxii. 1z &, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 1, &c. 
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aſcribe entirely to the diftinguiſhing mercy and power- 
ful grace of God; ſince this is a temper of mind, 
which man by nature poſſeſſes not; T here is none 
that ſeeketh after God “.“ At the very time, when 
his paſſions were coming to their full ſtrength, and all 
external circumſtances were favourable to ſchemes of 
ſenſualicy, Joſiah dedicated himſelf to the ſervice of his 
God, and was chiefly ſolicitous to pleafe and to glorify 
Him. | | | | 
What an exemplary pattern is here! We inquire 
of thoſe in early life, Have you, like Joſiah, conſe- 
crated your firſt and beſt years to God? Have you 
yet entered on a religious courſe, or even formed the 
plan of * ſeeking the Lord?” Ah! what means your 


levity, and contempt of every thing ſerious ? Is it for 
old perſons only to be devout ? And will you be content 


to give the refuſe of your days to Him, who made you? 
You plead your own peculiar ſnares and difficulties; 
but ſurely they are not greater than Joſiah's were. 
When you conſider his cafe, you will not fay, it is im- 
poſſible to © remember your Creator in the days of 
your youth, but rather allow, that this is the moſt 
proper ſeaſon of all. 

Some indeed, who appeared to begin well, and diſ- 
covered an ardent zeal, have grown weary and de- 
clined. Not fo Joſiah. His pious fervour was not a 
ſudden and tranſitory flaſh, but a bright and ſteady 
flame, which long afforded an extenſive light. At the 
age of twenty, and ſooner perhaps he did not undertake 

the direction of public affairs, he called upon his people 


Rom. iii. 11. 
to 
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to join with him in ſerving the Lord, and exerted his 
whole ſtrength and influence to promote thoſe princi- 
ples, the importance of which he had himſelf felt. 
We contemplate with delight the labours of this in- 
defatigable prince, in reforming a corrupt nation, and 
recovering them once again to the worſhip of Jehovah. 
Years before In the twelfth year of his reign he ſet him- 
Chriſt, from F . 7 

630 to 624. ſelf to purge away the various abominations, 
which had ſpread throughout the land. It ſhould * 
ſeem, that he was diligently employed in this work to 
the eighteenth year, and that his good deligns were not 
brought into effect till that time. Some of the groſſer 
irregularities were corrected before; but then an en- 
tire abolition of idolatry, and of every thing pertaining 
to it, took place. The altars, the images, the groves, 
and the veſſels made uſe of in their Pagan rites, were 
utterly deſtroyed : their prieſts alſo, who had ſupported 
theſe corruptions, were put down with marks of in- 
famy, and many of them ſlain with the ſword, * It is 
obvious, that he had to conflict with very formidable 
difficulties, but the fervour of his zeal carried him 
through them ail. He was not fatisfied with iſſuing 
out his orders, or ſending his officers to accompliſh 
this change ; but he himſelf went in proceſſion through 
the kingdom, to ſee his commands executed. Still 
we ſhould wonder, that he met with no violent oppo- 
ſitions, did we not aſcribe his ſucceſs to the over-ruling 
influence of God upon the minds of the people. 

We ſhould pray, that God would endue the princes 
of the earth with the ſame ſpirit. It is ſurely in 
their power to hinder the commiſſion of muck evil; 

B b 2 and, 
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and, doubtleſs, they muſt anſwer for their connivange 
at the profane practices of their ſubjects. But leaving 
Them, we ſhould inquire rather, if we, in our ſeveral 
ſpheres, are uſing our utmoſt endeavours to prevent 
fin. Though you are not kings, magiſtrates, or 
preachers, have you no authority? Are there none, 
whom you might and ſhould reftrain? Are there no 
friends and acquaintance, living in ignorance and ha- 
bits of wickedneſs, for whoſe dangerous condition 
you ought to be deeply concerned? Perhaps, they 
will liſten to your inſtructions, counſels, and reproofs, 
Make the trial at leaft, from a regard to God ; and 
your labour ſhall not be in vain. Is it proper in any 
caſe to attempt a reformation ? Then why ſhould not 
this work begin with you? If the love of caſe, or fear 
of oppoſition, render you averſe to it, how unlike are 
you to Joſiah! ' 8 | 

It is remarkable, that in theſe zealous exertions he 
did not confine himſelf within the limits of his own 
particular dominion in Judah; for he exerciſed a ſimi- 
lar authority in the cities of Iſrael, which were then 
ſubject to the Aſſyrians. By ſome means he had ob- 
rained permiſſion for this purpoſe, that he might extend 
his uſefulneſs the farther. It is unfaichfulneſs, coward- 
ice, or ſloth, which prompts us to atk; how far we are 
obliged to go, and makes us utterly indifferent about 
thoſe, who are not expreſsly committed to our charge. 
If we are under the full influence of religious princt- 
| ples, like Joſiah, we ſhall ſay, Are there any others 
of my fellow creatures whom ] can benefit, any ſinners 


whom I may recover to God? al; 
oe Whilſt 


_JTJoS1Aan. WES 2» 
Whilſt he burned the bones of the idolatrous prieſts : 


upon Jeroboam's altar at Bethel, he fulfilled the divine 


prediction, in which he himſelf was deſcribed by name, 
and by which that particular office had been aſſigned 
him, three hundred and fifty years before; and it ſhould - 
ſcem, that he was ignorant of the prophecy, till he had 
literally accompliſhed it“. How wonderful is the 
knowledge of God, who ſeesQhrough ages to come, 
as well as thoſe which are paſf and whoſe plans of 
operation, therefore, are not Hable to miſtakes, im- 
perfections, or changes, as our's are! * Known unto 
Him are all his works from the beginning of the 
world.“ 
Joſiah was ſolicitous, not merely to correct irregu- 
larities, but to eſtabliſn real godlineſs in the nation. 
He muſt have beheld, with much diſtreſs, the negle& 
and profanation of the temple ; and therefore he com- 
manded the proper officers to repair the building, for 
which large contributions had been collected, and to 
reſtore the appointed ſervices in that ſacred place. 
Such a concern for the obſervance of public worſhip 
will ever be the fruit of a pure zeal for God, and of a 
ſtrong regard to the intereſts of religion. For by that 
inſtitution, chiefly, the knowledge of divine truth is 
diffuſed; and the practice of holineſs promoted in the 
world. What thanks and praiſe do we owe to God 
for the regular and quiet adminiſtration of his ordi- 
nances amongſt us! Are we ſenſible of their value? 


Do we indeed rejoice and bleſs God, that houſes of 


* 1 Kings xii, 2, 2 Kings xxiii. 15—20, 
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prayer are erected throughout our land; that they are 
not ſhut againſt us, or applied to profane purpoſes ? 
Let us offer up our petitions, that our privileges may 
be continued to us and our poſterity : and, while we 
are favoured with them, let us labour to improve them 
to our own ſpiritual advantage. Let us © ſerve the 
Lord with gladneſs, enter into his gates with thankſ- 
giving, and into his courts with praiſe, be chan 
unto Him, and bleſs his name “.“ 

During the repairs of the ale; Hilkiah the high- 
prieſt found the book of the law (probably the original 
writing depoſited in the ark by Moſes) ; and ſo much 
had the word of God been neglected, ſo ſcarce were the 
copies of it, that the king himſelf, and even the mi- 
niſters of religion, ſeemed unacquainted with its con- 
tents, When it was preſented to Joſiah, and read be- 
fore him, he diſcovered emotions of great anguiſh ; for - 
then he perceived, more than he had done, how very 
far the whole nation had departed from God, and to 
what tremendous denunciations of wrath they were ex- 
; poſed, Under this impreſſion he ſent to inquire of 
the Lord, whether it were poſſible in any way to avert 
the threatened vengeance. The divine oracle, by 
Huldah the propheteſs, declared, that deſtruction ſhould 
be poured upon Jeruſalem and its inhabitants without 
remedy, for their long continued provocations ; but 
that the pious prince, who had ſhewn ſuch tenderneſs 
of heart and deep humiliation before God, ſhould be 
mercifully removed from the evil to come, 


2 Plalm c. 2, 4. This 


| ISA. ITS 

This is an inſtructive narration in all its circum- 
ſtances. It will teach us to value the ward of God, 
and to be thankful for the frequent opportunities, which 
the pooreſt amongſt us enjoy of hearing and reading it 
for ourſelves. The times are bad indeed, when the 
Bible is put away or forgotten. An ignorance of re- 
ligious principles will ever be fayoyrable to the pre- 
valence of iniquity ; for if the ſolemn: menaces of God 
againſt it are not known, there is no effectual barrier 
to reſtrain men from it. Yet, numerous as the copies 
of the ſacred ſcriptures are amongſt us, we fear that 
many receive no advantage from them. The book of 
revelation is ſtudiouſly kept out of ſight, or thrown 
aſide as troubleſome or uſeleſs furniture; and in ſome 
families it ſeems to be no more ander d. than it 
was in the days of Joſiah, | 11 1d HA 
Others, who have acquainted a with the 
main ſubjects of it, evidently diſregard its moſt awful 
declarations. Are there not thoſe, Who laugh at the 
very mention of thoſe torments, which are prepared 
for the ungodly? Ah! where is that tenderneſs of 
heart, which appeared in Joſiah ? Come, and learn 
from him, to attend to the threatenings of God with 
real ſeriouſneſs of mind, to weep and to pray, when you 
hear to what puniſhment you are liable. Surely your 
contempt of the curſes of Scripture manifeſts/an utter 
diſbelief of the whole. Were you truly perſuaded, that 
God means what He ſays, you could not but be deeply 
imprefſed : you would cry out, as the king of Judah, 
Inquire of the Lord for me; for great is the wrath 
of the Lord that is kindled againſt us. Such an in- 
B b 4 | quiry, 
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quiry, perhaps, never entered your thoughts: you 
ſeek-not after the way of falvation, becauſe you feel no 

apprehenſions of danger: a plain proof, that the nod | 
of God paſſes with you for a fable. 

Do you aſk, To what purpoſe ſhould we thus hum- 
ble ourſelves? Let Joſiah's example anſwer: you will 
obtain peace and ſecurity. If you mourn with real 
contrition, you will be accepted through the Redeemer; 
and then, whatever may be the caſe with others, you 
ſhall not come into condemnation. Hear the declara- 
tion of Jehovah, © To this man will I look, even to 
him that trembleth at my word *.” The world may 
deride you for a ſuppoſed weakneſs of underſtanding ; 
but the God: of heaven will approve your conduct. 
“The prudent man foreſceth the evil, and hideth him- 
ſelf; but the ſimple paſs on and are puniſhed F.” 

No ſooner did Joſiah perceive the importance of the 
book of God, than he deſired to acquaint his ſubjects 
with it, He ſummoned all the elders of the nation, the 
miniſters both of church and ſtate, and all the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, and went with them in ſolemn pro- 
ceſſion to the temple ; nor was he aſhamed to appear 
as a preacher before them . He read in their ears 
thoſe awful denunciations of the divine law, which had 
made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on his own heart. There 
alſo he bound himſelf by an expreſs covenant to ſerve 
the Lord with a ſteadfaſt and unreſerved obedience, 
and required the whole congregation to enter into the 
ſame engagement. The greater part, we fear, yielded 


Ia. Ixvi.2, f Prov. xxii. 3. f 2 Kings zxiii. 1, &c. 
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an hypocritical compliance, yet much good, doubtleſs, / 
was effected; nor was there any open or groſs depar- 
ture from the Lord, during the ſequel of this reign. 

It is of as much importance now, as it was in the 
days of Joſiah, that the people be called together to be 
inſtructed in the oracles of God, that they be exhorted 
to dedicate themſelves to Him, and ſeal their vows be- 
fore Him. If you love God or your fellow. creatures, 
you will rejoice, when the glad tidings of falvation are 
carried from one place to another, and ſinners are 
taught © the word of reconciliation.” But do you la- 
bour to promote this purpoſe, and contribute to it by 
your influence and example? If you wiſh others to 
hear the ſcriptures read and expounded, you too ſhould 
be willing to hear them, and, like Joſiah, appear at 
the head of your family in the houſe of God, and there 
publicly declare your reſolution, to be “ his faithful 
ſoldiers and ſervants unto your life's end.” You will 
not be fatisfied, that the preachers of the Goſpel per- 
form their office, but in your reſpective departments 
you will © be fellow-helpers to the truth.” You will 
ſet up religion in your own habitations, endeavour to 
acquaint your children and domeſtics with the book of 
God, and preſs them all to © join themſelves to Him 
in a perpetual covenant.” No difficulties, reproaches, 
or oppoſition ſhould diſcourage you from thus attempt- 
ing to render yourſelves uſeful in your generation, by 
an exertion of your belt abilities. Nor ſhould you 
doubt of ſucceſs: at leaſt, much evil will be prevented, 
and, perhaps, the hearts of many may be truly engaged 
to ſerve the Lord, 

The 
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The prince and the people had bound themſelves to 
God, by the moſt expreſs promiſes, in the temple, But 
Joſiah was deſirous that their vows ſhould be ratified in 
a ſtill more ſolemn manner, by a public celebration of 
the paſſover . That was their grand ordinance, and 
had probably ſunk into neglect ; but then, throughout 
the kingdom, they were called to the ſtricteſt obſerv- 
ance of it. The piety and zeal of Joſiah never ap- 
peared more eminent, than on that occaſion. He was 

the foremoſt, and moſt active in the work of God, not 
only requiring the attendance of his ſubjects, but in- 
ſtructing and encouraging the prieſts, and Levites in 
the diſcharge of their office. An immenſe multitude 
aſſembled, and, through the liberality of Joſiah and his 
nobles, numerous facrifices were offered to Heaven: 
and in the whole feſtival the utmoſt regularity and ſe- 
riouſneſs prevailed. This paſſover was the moſt re- 
markable of any which had been obſerved from the 
days of Samuel; perhaps on account of the large com- 
pany then preſent, and their compliance with the mi- 
nuteſt circumſtances of the original appointment: for 
that in che time of Hezekiah, though celebrated wich 
much fervour, was not exactly conformable to the law 
of Moſes. 

It has been ſaid, that religion concerns only the 
common people, and ſerves as a ſtate engine to keep 
the vulgar in awe, But has this been the ſentiment 
of the truly wiſe and good in any age or country ? 
« The excellent of the earth,“ even thoſe of moſt 
exalted rank, have not thought the divine ſervice be- 


* 2 Chron, xxxv. 1, &c, 
0 | neath 
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neath their notice, but from a conviction of its impor- 
tance for themſelves, have endeavoured to promote a - 
general attention to it. Did the king of Judah plead 
an exemption ; or ſhall we ſuſpe& his ſincerity in this 
tranſaction ? Was his ardour on the occaſion a reproach. 
to his character? No; it is recorded to his honour ; 
and it ſhould be our deſire to poſſeſs the ſame ſpirit. 
We do not folemnize the Jewiſh ordinance ; but we 
ſhould wait on the Lord in his own inſtituted way. 
« Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrificed for us, therefore let 
us keep the feaſt *;” let us ſurround his table, and, 
on the ground of his covenant, bind ourſelves by a vow 
to be his for ever. | 

We have ſeen Joſiah's liberality in forwarding the 
work of God, and ſhall we decline any neceſſary du- 
ties of piety, merely becauſe they are expenſive? It 
is incumbent upon us to“ honour the Lord with our 
ſubſtance :” and this may be effected by various me- 
| thods, though in the worſhip of the Chriſtian Church 
no coſtly offerings be required, © Let us not be weary 
in well-doing.“ *The liberal deviſeth liberal things, 
and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand F.“ 

Thus lived and proſpered this amiable king, Nead- 
faſtly perſevering in righteouſneſs. He was an exten- 
five bleſſing in his day; and he ſeemed to be raiſed up 
of God, on purpoſe that one more ſolemn warning 
might be. given to the people of Judah before their en- 
tire deſolation. They complied with his regulations; 
and the ſervice of Jehovah continued to be maintained 


® 3 Cor. v. 7, 8. + Gal. vi. 9. Iſa. xxxii. 8. 
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in its purity. But the generality of his ſubjects prac- 
tiſed the baſeſt diſſimulation in their religious profeſ- 
ſions . There was therefore no remedy; for ſoon 
afterwards the threatened deſtruction came upon them, 
and they were carried captive to Babylon. © Be 
not deceived: God is not mocked.” You may aſ- 
ſume fair appearances, and conform to the external 
rites of devotion ; but if you © turn unto the Lord 
feignedly,” you will fall under the heavier condemna- 
tion. | 
The character before us was moſt amiable, and is 
| faid to have been unequalled, not, indeed, in every re- 
ſpect, but in one leading feature. Joſiah ſurpaſſed all 
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neſs of his truſt and confidence in God. The moſt 
eminent ſaints, though they poſſeſs other good quali- 
ties, are generally diſtinguiſhed for ſome particular ex- 
cellence, which attracts our notice and admiration. In 
each of them we perceive the efficacy of the grace of 
God, and ſee cauſe to be aſhamed of our own fad 
deficiencies. May we ſo contemplate their examples, 
as not only to commend, but imitate, every thing va- 
juable in them | 

Vers before Thirteen years after the laſt mentioned 
Crt, 610: tranſactions, Joſiah went forth to battle 
againſt the king of Egypt, who was paſſing through | 


il others in his zeal and activity to promote the honour 
10 of God. His whole heart was engaged in the work 
5 5 of reformation, and all his ſtrength put forth to accom- 
| 6 pliſh it. It was remarked, alſo, of his pious anceſtor, 
| Hezekiah, that there was none like him for the firm- 


* Jer, iii. 6, 10. 
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nis land to attack the Aſſyrians. He has been warmly 
cenſured for undertaking the expedition; but perhaps 
we are not ſufficiently acquainted with the eircum- 
ſtances, to decide upon his conduct. There might be 
political reaſons, which would juſtify him as a ſtateſ- 
man, but, probably, he acted without due deliberation, 
and conſulted not the Lord or his prophets. Good 
men are liable to be betrayed into a wrong ſpirit; and 
God may ſometimes permit them to follow fooliſn and 
evil counſels, in order to puniſn thoſe with whom they 
are connected. It was fo in the preſent inſtance z as 
we ſhall learn from the very awful event, Joſiah re- 
ceived a mortal wound in the engagement, and died 
as they conveyed him from Megiddo to Jeruſalem. 
Doubtleſs, he was removed in mercy to himſelf, 
that he might not behold the approaching deſolation 
of his country ; but in judgment to the people, who, 
notwithſtanding the piety of their prince, were ripen- 
ing for deſtruction. They were conſtrained, how- 
ever, to confeſs his worth, when he was taken from 
them: and, while they felt their very heavy loſs, they 
mourned for him throughout all the nation, with ex- 
preſſions of deepeſt ſorrow. It is truly lamentable, 
that men in general know not the yalue of their own 
bleſſings, till they are deprived, in righteous puniſh- 
ment, for their contempt and abule of them. 

If we cenſure Joſiah's laft expedition, we ſhould be 
warned from it, to watch over our conduct and the 
tempers of our minds. Though we be eſtabliſhed in 
grace, yet, if at any time we be remiſs and negligent, 
we * be cut down in a way, which will be highly 

| diſhonourable 
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diſhonourable to our profeſſion. “Therefore, be ye 
alſo ready ;” be doing the work of the Lord, that, when 


He ſhall call, you may not be ſurpriſed or terrified, - 


but cheerfully obey the ſummons ; and, by the ſtrength 
and ardour of your faith and hope at that ſolemn ſeaſon, 
may inſtruct and comfort your ſurviving friends. 

But if you are living in an habitual diſregard of God 
and his ſalvation, in what manner can you meet your 
diſſolution? Place the awful ſcene before you: imagine 


the time of your departure at hand: are you not con- 


founded? What is your ſupport? Can you look at 
death with compoſure and confidence, and ſay, I am 
perſuaded, that it ſhall not. be able to ſeparate me 


from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus my 


Lord? Do you not rather tremble in the © fearful 
looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which 
ſhall devour the adverſaries?” O ſeize the preſent 
moment; and flee to Him, whoſe grace can ſo prepare 


you for your diſmiſſion, and invĩigorate you in it, that 


you may even then adopt the Apoſtle's triumph, * 
death, where is thy ſting ?—Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt “.“ 


1 Cor. Xv. 56, 57. 
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CHAP, XIV. 


Jeremiah, called to the prophetical office—joined with Jofiab 
in promoting reformation—delivered from the men of 
| Anathoth—diſcouraged — apprehended and arraigned— 
acquitted —ſent Baruch 10 recite his prophecies—wrote 
to the captives in Babylou—his conference with Zedekiab 
—impriſoned—favoured with revelations — his bold re- 
Proofs, when releaſed—caft into a dungeon—conſulted by 
Zedekiah—reſcued by Ebedmelech —continued in priſon, 
till Jeruſalem was taken—favoured by Nebuchadnezzar 
—dwelt in Fudea—carried into Egypt. 


Tas hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation exhibits the con- 
duct of divine Providence in a moſt inſtructive light. 
While we behold the Lord, with a parental care, “ re- 
Joicing over them to do them good,” notwithſtanding 
their perverſe and rebellious ſpirit, we are convinced, 
that © He is gracious, ſlow to anger, and plenteous in 
mercy.” But the terrors of his juſtice, alſo, were diſ- 
played towards that favoured people: for, when various 
means had been uſed in vain to humble and reform 
them, they were given up in righteous judgment to ut- 
ter deſtruction, We learn, therefore, that He will at 
laſt avenge himſelf on thoſe, who continue to trifle 

with 
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with his grace: and the weight of his vengeance is ge- 
nerally proportioned to their contempt and abuſe of his 
goodneſs. 

Is it inquired, . Wherefore was the Lord wroth 
with his inheritance ?” Their offences were numerous 
and complicated; but one fin, above all others, brought 

on their ruin, and, as it were, “ filled the meaſure of 
their iniquities :?——< They mocked the meſſengers of 
God, and deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed his prophets, 
until the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his people, 
till there was no remedy *.” Thoſe holy men were 
raiſed up in ſucceſſion from age to age, to reprove them 
and call them to repentance ; but their admonitions 
met with a marked abhorrence : © all the day long they 
ſtretched out their hands unto a diſobedient and gain- 
ſaying people.” In the upright diſcharge of their of- 
fice, © they had trial of cruel mockings and ſcourgings; 
yea, moreover, of bonds and impriſonment : they were 
ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
ſlain with the ſword +.” 

It were eaſy to produce particular inſtances : let the 
example of Jeremiah ſerve as a ſpecimen of the reſt. 
This was a character of peculiar eminence: and a 
larger account of him, than of the others, is left us in 

the book which bears his name, and which was doubt- 
leſs compoſed by himſelf, We ſhall advert to ſome 
of the moſt remarkable circumſtances of his life and 
preaching ; and, though a narrower inſpection into his 
writings would more clearly ſnew, that in him “ the 
grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant, our hort 


®* 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. + Heb. xi. 36, 37. 
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detail will exhibit him as a pattern of miniſterial fide- 
lity, courage, and aſſiduity, ſweetly tempered with pa- 
tience, meekneſs, and love. Such advocates for the 
truth of God are among the beſt bleſſings, which he 
can beſtow on any people; but the rejection of them 
is a decided proof of a rooted enmity againſt Him, and 
will draw down his heavielt diſpleaſure. May we fear 
for ourſelves, and know the day of our viſitation, that 
the Goſpel, which we hear, may be to us © the ſavour 
of life unto life!“ | 

Years before Jeremiah was inveſted with the propheti- 
ctriſt, bag. cal office at an early age, and is even ſaid to 
have been ſanctified and ordained to it before his birth “*. 
He continued in the faithful execution of his duty, 
during the reigns of the five laſt kings of Judah, for 
the ſpace of forty years, and for the greateſt part of that 
time endured much bitterneſs of oppoſition. He was 
raiſed up as an aſſiſtant to the pious Joſiah in the ar- 
duous work of reformation, and was then firſt appoint- 
ed to the ſacred charge, when that monarch began to 
purge the nation of its idolatries. No man taketh 
this honour to himſelf:“ the moſt eminent ſervants of 
God have been backward to accept it: nor do we read 
of any, but falſe prophets only, who thruſt themſelves 
uncalled into the miniſterial function, or embraced it 
as an caſy or lucrative employment. Jeremiah refuſed 
it, through a modeſt diffidence of himſelf, pleading his 
youth and want of eloquence: © Ah! Lord God,” 
ſaid he, © behold I cannot ſpeak, for I am a child.“ 
His objections, however, were over-ruled by the gra- 
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cious declarations of God himſelf, who engaged to qua- 
lify him for his office, to ſupport and protect him in it. 


He ſaw in a viſion the deſolations, which were to be 


brought upon Judah by the Chaldeans; and he was 
required to warn both the princes and the people, that 
their abandoned conduct had provoked the Lord to 
deſtroy them. Such a meſſage could not but be moſt 
offenſive to them: accordingly, he was told that their 
utmoſt rage would be excited againſt him; and yet, 
though bonds and afflictions awaited him, that he ſhould 
be reſcued from all their furious aſſaults. Doubtleſs, 
the proſpect of his ſufferings occaſioned many painful 
feelings; but the ſtrongeſt courage and confidence be- 
came Him, to whom that promiſe was given, © They 
ſhall fight againſt chee, but they ſhall not prevail againſt 
thee ; for I am with . ſaith the Lord, to deliver 
thee.“ 
Immediately, he ſtood forth as a ck of righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſeconded the king's attempts for the re- 
oration of true religion, by the moſt ſolemn addreſſes 
to his countrymen on the evil and the danger of their 
ways. In that inſtance he had the civil authority on 
his ſide, which added weight to his exhortations, or at 
leaſt ſecured him from inſults. Indeed, from the united 
efforts of ſuch a prince and ſuch a prophet we ſhould 
have formed the molt pleaſing expectations of ſucceſs. 
Vet the work of reformation advanced very ſlowly: 
and through that whole reign little more appears to 
have been effected than an external change, The 
people were reſtrained awhile from their groſs irregu- 
larities, but were ready to return to them again. 


The 
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The miniſters of Chriſt ſhould be thankful, when 
the power of the magiſtrate 1s extended to protect 
them from the fury of ſuch, as would oppoſe them. 
But the ſupport of government alone cannot render 
their labours efficacious. O that the divine influence 
may accompany their words; otherwiſe, though ſinners 
may be checked, they will not be converted! 

Jeremiah, probably, met with no open perſecution, 
till che death of Joſiah. But from that period his ſitu- 
ation was very different, and his whole hiſtory! ſeemed 
to illuſtrate and exemplify God's original declaration to 
him: „ They ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhall not 
prevail againft thee; for I am with thee, ſaith the 
Lord, to deliver thee.” | 

He had to contend with malicious enemies in his 
native place, among the prieſts of Anathoth and his 
own kindred. They were fo far provoked by his bold 
admonitions, as to determine in the moſt treacherous 
manner to deſtroy him. He, indeed, ſuſpected not 
their purpoſe: for he was like a lamb or an ox brought 
to the ſlaughter: but the Lord watched over him, and 
reſcued him out of their hands, by giving him timely 
information of their deſigns *. It uſually happens to 
thoſe who are zealous for religion, that their foes are of 
their own houſehold : and perhaps none are more likely 
to be offended by the pious labours of the faithful am- 
baſſadors for Chriſt, than thoſe teachers, who poſſeſs 
not the ſame fervency or diligence. 

The prophet referred his cauſe to God, and then 
with renewed vigour, though forbidden to propheſy any 


* Jer, xi. and xii. 
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more, reproved the men, who had intended to murder 
him, and denounced the heavy judgments of God 
againſt them. Yet it ſhould ſeem that he felt ſome 
diſcouragement from the late attempts upon his life, 
and complained to God with an appearance of impati- 
ence. But he was remanded to his work, and bidden 
to prepare for ſeverer trials “. 

He went on, therefore, in the execution of his of- 
fice, declaring the whole counſel of God, and, by a va- 
riety of ſignificant actions as well as alarming ſermons, 
warned the nation of their impending ruin. But after 
a time his conflict was ſo ſharp, through the bitterneſs 
and rage of that abandoned people, that his faith failed 
him, and he betrayed a peeviſhneſs of ſpirit in murmur- 
ing at his appointment to ſo hard a poſt T. We do not 
vindicate his expreſſions, for we allow that much im- 
perfection remains in the beſt characters. Jeremiah 
was ſanctified from the womb ; yet he felt the depra- 
vity of a fallen nature. For ſurely it was no other 
than unbelief and a petulant diſcontent, which led him 
to complain of the difficulties of his work. Alas! how 
prone we are to find fault, when we meet not with the 
ſucceſs which we expected! Do not our trials evince 
the weakneſs of our religious principles? 

The Lord had compaſſion on his ſervant, and, while 
He required him to return to the faithful diſcharge of 
his duty, renewed the former promiſes of ſupport and 
protection. How gracious is our God, who bears with 
our infirmities, and is not provoked by our perverſe- 
neſs utterly to deſert us! 


* Ter. X11. 1—6, + xv. 10. 
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The prophet was again perplexed and almoſt con- 
founded by the inſults, hardſhips, and dangers, to 
which his office expoſed him. He ſolemnly declared 
before the princes, the ' prieſts, and the people, that 
they would be given as a prey to the Chaldeans for 
their impenitence and obduracy. But his admonitions 
rendered him extremely offenſive, and raiſed up ene- 
mies againſt him on every fide. They derided his 
meſſage, as if it were the fiction of his own brain, and 
conſulted how they might aſperſe his character, and 
even take away his life *. Paſhur, à prieſt and a prin- 
cipal miniſter in the temple, proceeded with much rage 
to beat and impriſon him f. On the very next day, 
indeed, Jeremiah was releaſed; and then, by expreſs 
revelation from the Lord, he predicted the captivity 
and miſerable death, which awaited his furious perſecu- 
tor. But ſuch a general and bitter oppoſition quite 
diſheartened him, and ſtirred up ſome wrong tempers 
within him. He relates, with a beautiful ſimplicity, 
the painful conflict which he ſuffered, the fears and diſ- 
couragement he felt, and the hard thoughts he had en- 
tertained concerning God, though at times the confi- 
dence of his faith was unſhaken. | 

We mourn for the weakneſs of the man of God; 
but we know how to account for it, He is not charge- 
able with any open inconſiſtency or diſhonourable con- 
duct in the execution of his office; but ſo ſtrong were 
his ſecret corruptions, that he found it extremely 
difficult to perſevere, We admire the humility and 
ingenuouſneſs, with which he has deſcribed the very 


* Jer. xvii. 15. xviii, 18, 23. + xx. 1, Kc. 
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ſinful emotions of his own mind. Alas! who among 
the ſaints of God, in circumſtances of violent temp- 
tation, has not experienced the ſame? Do they not 
all confeſs, © The evil, which we would not, that we 
do?” Even while their outward deportment before 
men is unexceptionable, they frequently diſcover the 
moſt deteſtable thoughts and principles working within 
them, which almoſt overwhelm them with diſtreſs, and 
deter them from approaching to God. At thoſe ſea- 
ſons, however, the Lord is gracious in preventing their 
inward depravity ſrom breaking forth into ſuch acts, as 
would © give great occaſion to their enemies to blaſ- 
pheme.” Let them renew their application for pardon 
and ſtrength, and like Jeremiah proſecute with freſh 
vigour the duties of their calling, 

From that period we hear no more of wy impa- 
tience or wearineſs, though his difficulties were not in 
the leaſt diminiſhed. No ſufferings, no bitterneſs of 


perſecution diſcouraged him from making a bold and 


unreſerved declaration of the divine will. He reprov- 
ed, he threatened, not in the ſpirit of anger or private 
reſentment, but as the meſſenger of Jehoyah God of 
hoſts. Let us contemplate his zeal and fidelity, till 
we ourlelves be animated by the ſame holy ardour, and 
be willing to endure the ſevereſt trials “ for conſcience 
towards God.” 

Yours bene In the beginning of Jehoiakim's reign, 
Chrit, 610: while he preached repentance to the people 
in the courts of the Lord's houſe, and foretold the de- 
ſtruction of the temple and city, as the puniſhment of 


their obduracy, he was violently ſeized by the prieſts 
and 
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and W and dragged as a criminal before the tri- 
bunal of the princes “. There he ſtood undaunted, 
maintaining that he ſpoke only the words of God, and 
warning his very judges to take heed to themſelves. 
Nor was his meckneſs leſs conſpicuous than his cou- 
rage. As for me,” ſaid he, © behold, I am in your 
hand: do with me, as ſeemeth good and meet unto 
you.” The elders were inclined to favour him, and 
even pleaded his cauſe againſt his enraged accuſers. 
He was, therefore, honourably acquitted, chiefly indeed 
through the influence of one perſon, Ahikam, whom 
the Lord had made uſe of for the preſervation of the 
prophet. He eſcaped from their fury, but we appre- 
hend that his liberty was abridged. 

He experienced other deliverances equally aſtoniſh- 
ing, which are to be aſcribed to the gracious interpoſi- 
tion of God. Some neceſſary hindrance, probably 
the ſtrict prohibition of the king and his counſellors, 
prevented him from repeating his admonitions in the 
temple. But, that another call might be given to that 
infatuated nation, Baruch was directed to ſupply his 
place, by reciting in the moſt public and numerous aſ- 
ſembly the ſubſtance of Jeremiah's predictions and ex- 
hortations, which he had taken down from his mouth +. 
This awakened the attention of the princes, who im- 
mediately carried information to the palace. Jehoiakim 
required the book to be read before him; but the 
contents ſoon rouſed his indignation. He deſtroyed 
the writing, and commanded the prophet and his ſcribe 
to be ſeized, with an intent, doubtleſs, to deſtroy them. 


* Jer, xxvi. 1, &c. xxxvi. 1, &c. 


C 04 But 


392 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


But. his mad purpoſe was defeated : for, being under 
the care and protection of Jehovah, they were in ſome 
way or other ſo effectually concealed, as to clude the 
ſearch of the officers. Jeremiah's ſafety in this in- 
ſtance was owing, not to his own vigilance or good 
management, not to the contrivance or intereſt of 
friends, but to the immediate and miraculous agency of 
God himſelf, © The Lord hid them.” 

He had narrowly eſcaped ; yet he declined not the 
further execution of his office. By the divine direc- 
tion he wrote down another copy of thoſe very decla- 
rations, which had incenſed the king, adding alfo the 
moſt awful denunciations againſt him for his late con- 
duct, and then gave this freſh tranſcript to Baruch, 
probably to be publiſhed as before. This mult have 
been done at the peril of their lives; but, as we hear 
of no other attempt againſt them, we conclude that the 
fury of the perſecutor was reſtrained» by the powerful 
influence of Heaven. ; 

Years before Jeremiah ſaw the threatened vengeance 
Enri, 599. take place upon the impious prince and his 
ſon who ſucceeded ; for they were both carried captives 
to Babylon, together with many of their ſubjects. That 
event, though it confirmed his words, was very afflic- 
tive to him. He felt the tendereſt compaſſion for his 
exiled countrymen, and therefore ſent to them by letter 
to comfort them in their bondage *. He entreated 
them not to give heed to ſeducing prophets, who en- 
couraged them to expect a ſpeedy deliverance; for he 
aſſured them from the Lord, that they muſt continue 


Jer. xxix. 1, &c. 


ſeventy 
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ſeventy years in that ſtate of baniſhment. In the mean 
time he exhorted them to ſeek the peace and welfare 
of that city where they ſojourned, and to wait in faith 
and prayer for the completion of the divine promiſes, 

He remained at Jeruſalem, and had the ſame painful 
talk to perform as before. For, during the whole reign 
of Zedekiah, he was called to contend with that aban- 
doned and infatuated king, with the falſe prophets alſo, 
with the prieſts and the nobles: nor could he look for 
any other recompence than ſtripes, impriſonment, and 
death. But he pleaded the cauſe of God, and in obe- 
dience to Him heſitated not to endure all things. 

Zedekiah was placed in the government of Judea 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and compelled to ſwear allegiance 
to him *. To this oath Jeremiah exhorted him ſtrictly 
to conform, in oppoſition to all thoſe lying teachers, 
who with their pretended divinations encouraged him 
to throw off the yoke of ſubjection f. Thoſe deceivers, 
therefore, were enraged againfl the meſſenger of Jeho- 
vah ; but he continued, notwithſtanding all their con- 
tempt and violence, to declare the will of Heaven. He 
maintained, that it would be vain as well as impious to 
reſiſt the Babyloniſh monarch, and that, upon their re- 
bellion againſt him, they ſhould be given up to utter 
deſolation. Still Zedekiah liſtened to his flattering 
counſellors, and by his perfidy provoked Nebuchad- 
nezzar to invade the land and beſiege the city. _ 

Then, indeed, the king in his diſtreſs felt and: teſti= 
fied a high reſpect for the prophet ; for he ſent to en- 


* 2 Chron, xxxvi. 10—13. + Jer: xxvii. and xxviii. 
treat 
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treat his interceſſion with the Lord “. Alas! how 
many wiſh for the prayers of good men, and yet reje& 
their advice! Jeremiah could not go beyond the word 
of the Lord, and therefore, while he preached the ne- 
ceſſity of unfeigned repentance, and of ſubmiſſion to the 
Chaldeans, he predicted the fatal effects of the preſent 
oppoſition ꝓ. But his admonitions were deſpiſed, or 
rather they excited the utmoſt rage againſt him : for 
he was caſt into priſon, as a diſaffected and ſeditious 
perſon, MR | 
Do we commiſerate his opprobrious confinement ? 
Even there he enjoyed the comforts of the divine pre- 
| ſence, and received freſh communications from Hea- 
ven . As a proof of his full confidence, that the land 
would be reſtored to their deſcendants at the appointed 
period, he purchaſed a family eſtate, and gave direc- 
tions for the preſervation of the writings concerning 
it. In anſwer to his fervent ſupplications, the Lord 
confirmed the former revelations made to him, de- 
claring, that, though Jeruſalem ſhould be utterly de- 
ſtroyed for its wickedneſs, it ſhould be rebuilt and 
eſtabliſhed in a ſtate of great proſperity. He was allo 
aſſured that the Redeemer ſhould yet ariſe from the 
ſeed of David, according to the promiſe, and that un- 
der His ſpiritual government the Church ſhould poſſeſs 
an enlargement, ſecurity, and happineſs, unknown be- 
fore. Such a foreſight of the bleſſed times of the Goſ- 
pel would, doubtleſs, fill the mind of the prophet with 
< joy and peace in believing.” 


* Jer, xxi. 2. XXXVii. 2, + xxi. 3, &, xxxiv. 17+ 
} XXxXU. 1, &c. XXXiii. 1, &c. 
| A ſhort 
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A ſhort reſpite was granted to Jeruſalem ; for the 
Chaldeans withdrew their forces to attack the Egyp- 
tians. In that interval Jeremiah was releaſed, bur, 


| when he perceived that both the king and the people 


ſtill hardened their hearts, and became even more ob- 
durate through the delay of the threatened vengeance, 
he admoniſhed and reproved them with the ſame firm- 
neſs and courage as before“. He maintained that Ne- 
buchadnezzar would certainly return, renew the ſiege, 


and deſtroy the city. Upon the firſt aſſault, a refor- 


mation, in one inſtance, had taken place among them. 
By the command of Zedekiah, the ſlaves had been li- 
berated from their oppreſſive ſervice, and their free- 
dom confirmed to them by all the formalities of a ſo- 


lemn covenant before God F. But when the Chal- 


deans retired, the holy covenant was perfidiouſly vio- 
lated, and the ſlaves reduced to their former ſubjection. 
Jeremiah, therefore, in God's name, repreſented to the 
princes their baſe treachery, and declared that for this, 
in addition to their other enormities, accumulated mi- 
ſeries were coming upon them, and that an eſcape 
would be impoſſible. His plain dealing, doubtleſs, 
provoked their indignation ; and an opportunity ſoon 
offered, which ſhewed their malevolence againſt him. 
During the ceſſation of hoſtilities, whilſt he was 
permitted to be at large, he attempted to depart from 
Jeruſalem, and to ſeek a retreat in the country. Per- 
haps he was wearied out with that long, and as it ſhould 
ſeem fruitleſs, ſtruggle he had maintained againſt an 
abandoned people; and, amidſt the many diſtractions 


* Jer, xxxvii. 6, &c. + xxxiv, 8, &c. 
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likely to enfue, he might wiſh for ſolitude and eaſe, 
But his ſcheme failed: for he was inſtantly ſeized by 
a guard, under a charge of deſerting to the enemy, and, 
after being contumeliouſly beaten, was thruſt into a 
dungeon, where he continued for ſome time, with ex- 
treme danger of his life. 

At length his ſufferings were mitigated. Zedekiah 
retained a reverence for him, and took him from his 
cell to conſult him. He received from him no favour- 
able anſwer, and yet he ſo far attended to his earneſt 
expoſtulation on the injuſtice and ſeverity of his con- 
finement, as to appoint him to a leſs rigorous cuſtody, 
and to command that he ſhould be regularly ſupplied 
with proviſions, while any remained in the city. 

But his trials ſoon increaſed. Some of the elders of 
the people were violently enraged againſt him, on ac- 
count of his preaching. They repreſented him, there- 
fore, as a turbulent fellow, whoſe life ſhould no longer 
be ſpared, and, through the weakneſs of the king, they 
obtained leave to wreak their vengeance upon him *. 
Immediately they let him down into a deep, miry dun- 
geon, where he was on the point of periſhing. But 
again he was reſcued, through the unexpected media- 
tion of Ebedmelech, an Ethiopian eunuch in the palace, 
and reſtored to his former more favourable impriſon- 
ment. Nor did that act of piety and kindneſs loſe its 
reward: for God declared, that he would protect the 
man, who had loved and delivered his prophet f. 

The priſoner was admitted to another conference 
with Zedekiah, nor was he backward to repeat his faith- 


* Jer. xxxvii. 1, &c. 1 xxxix. 15-18. 
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ful admonitions. But the prince continued impeni- 
tent, and Jeremiah wore his chains, till Jeruſalem fell 
into the hands of the Chaldeans. Inconceivable diſtreſs, 
confuſion, and carnage attended that event; but the 
arm of Jehovah was ſtretched out for the defence of his 
ſervant “. Even Nebuchadnezzar, the proud con- 
queror, gave exprels directions, that a peculiar regard 
ſhould be ſhewn to Jeremiah, and full liberty allowed 
him to chooſe. his abode, 

Doubtleſs from a deſire of uſefulneſs, as well as an 
attachment to his country, he fixed his reſidence among 
the few people who were left in the land. But his pious 
labours did not ſucceed with them. They profeſſed 
to reverence him, entreated his prayers, and ſolemnly 
promiſed obedience to his word f. Yet, when he 
charged them to continue in Judea, aſſuring them that 
God would proſper and bleſs them there, but threaten- 
ing them with entire deſtruction if they ſhould ſeek 
protection in Egypt, their hypocriſy appeared. In 
contempt of God and the prophet, they retreated to 
Egypt, and compelled Jeremiah to accompany them . 
There likewiſe he perſiſted in reproving and warning 
them, foretelling alſo the approaching ruin of that very 
nation, to which they had fled for ſafety. Ah! what 
diſtreſs and horror muſt have filled his mind, while he 
was witneſs to their increaſing obduracy and profligacy 
of manners! He could not be filent; yet no man 
regarded : and it has been thought, that he died at 
laſt as a martyr, and —_ his prophecies and doc- 
trines with his blood. 


* Jer. xxxix. 114. f xlii. 1, Kc. f xl. 1, Se. 
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How honourable was the character of the Lord's 
ſervant, in the midſt of all the indignities and violence 
which he ſuffered ! How much inſtruction may we de- 
rive from the review of his conduct, and the various 


occurrences of his liſe! In whatever ſtation we are 


placed, we learn from him to conſult the will of God, 
and ſteadfallly to adhere to His commands, in oppo+ 
fition to the whole world, and in contempt of our own 
preſent conveniences and comfort. Our faith is con- 
firmed, and our hope animated, while we obſerve the 
aſtoniſhing deliverances wrought for the perſecuted 
prophet: we are emboldened to reſt upon the promiſes 
of God, and to believe, that in a ſtrict attention to our 
duty © He will never leave us nor forſake us.” If 
we are fixed in a private and retired department, the 
incidents we have met with may not ſeem ſo remark- 
able, as thoſe which befel Jeremiah; but the ſame 
gracious Providence has protected and ſupported us; 
and we alſo may look back with wonder and gratitude 
on the way, by which the Lord has led us. Has He 
not raiſed up friends for us, where we leaſt expected 
them, reſcued us from many formidable dangers, and 
ſuddenly removed from us thoſe heavy calamities under 
which we were ready to fink? * He is faithful that 
promiſed.” Let us not be backward to ſerve Him, nor 
ſhrink from the poſt, which He has aſſigned us, what- 
ever difficulties or perils may await us in it. Let us 
confide in his care, and rejoice in his love. He will 
infallibly perform the engagements of his Covenant, 
and © perfect that which concerneth us.” 


6 | So 
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So far the example before us may admit of a gene- 
ral application, for the inſtruction and encouragement 
of all who deſire © to obey God rather than men.” 
But it demands a more particular attention from thoſe, 
who © miniſter in holy things,” and who, like the 
prophets of old, appear in the public and important 
character of © ambaſſadors for God.“ Their com- 
miſſion, indeed, differs from Jeremiah's: but there 
are many points of reſemblance, which may furniſh 
them with profitable hints, for the regulation of their 
conduct. May God pour out his Spirit upon all the 
paſtors of his Church, and endue them with a meaſure 
of the ſame wiſdom, courage, fidelity, patience, and 
aſſiduity, which his ancient ſervant poſſeſſed ! 

You therefore, who are called to labour in the Goſ- 
pel, ſhould contemplate the life of Jeremiah with pe- 
culiar regard. Like him, you are required to declare 
many offenſive truths, to reprove a ſinful generation, 
and foretel © the wrath of God, which cometh upon 
the children of diſobedience.” Learn, then, to deliver 
your meſſage without fear or partiality, and keep back 
nothing which God has enjoined. Your hearers may 
tempt you to © ſpeak unto them ſmooth things,” and ta 
be ſilent on ſuch ſubjects as excite their diſguſt. | But 
would you corrupt the word of God, in order to ſuit 
their vitiated taſte? If you thus pleaſed men, you 
would not be the ſervants of Chriſt *, Tour difficul- 
ties may alſo be increaſed, if you have to addreſs per- 
ſons of rank and influence; for they may be diſpoſed 
to conſider your plain dealing as an indignity to them. 


* Gal. i. 10. 8 
ut, 
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But, while you pay them all proper deference, do not 
heſitate, as occaſion ſhall be given, to © reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all long-ſuffering and dofrine *,” 
O betray not the cauſe of God, to conciliate their 
favour, or to ſecure your own intereſt and reputation! 

| It may likewiſe happen, that in the diſcharge of your 
office you may be oppoled, and all your ſolemn de- 
clarations dented and ridiculed by falſe, though faſhion- 
able, teachers. Such was Jeremiah's trial: O learn 
from him, to combat their errors with firmneſs and 
courage, and to perſevere in maintaining the truth, 
from a full confidence that God himſelf will vindicate 
the honour of his Goſpel ! 

You will think yourſelves bound to denounce © the 
terrors of the Lord” againſt impenitent offenders; but, 
like the prophet, you will alſo ſpeak in words of con- 
ſolation; and the promiſes of God will have their pro- 
per place and proportion in your preaching. His 
writings will inſtruct you to encourage returning ſin- 
ners by aſſurances of complete forgiveneſs, and to ex- 
hibit the power and the grace of the great Redeemer, 
as © THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” You will 
contemplate with delight his deſcriptions of the glory, 
amplitude, and bleſſedneſs of the kingdom of Jeſus 7, 
and earneſtly entreat the people of your charge to bow 
with unfeigned ſubjection to this Prince of Peace. 
You perceive Jeremiah, in his darkeſt hours, rejoicing 
in thoſe ſpiritual and exalted privileges, which are ſe- 
cured by the divine Covenant : nor will you fail to 

* 2 Tim. iv. 2. + Jer. xxili. 5,6. f xxx. 33, 34- 
XXxii. 40. 5 
Sf exhort 
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exhort every trembling penitent to take hold of this 
Covenant, while you repreſent the unchangeable Je- 
hovah, as engaging by his promiſe and his oath to be- 
ſtow both preſent and everlaſting ſalvation on all them 
that believe. 

You will not look for the recompence of your 1. 
bours from men: probably a faithful attention to your 
duty will procure you many enemies. Wonder not, at 
leaſt, if you experience a meaſure of that opprobrious 
and cruel treatment, which Jeremiah met with. The 
hand of violence may be reſtrained, but the tongue of 
ſlander will vent its poiſon againſt you. Falſe and ma- 
licious reports may render your character infamous, 
and ſeem to obſtruct the uſefulneſs of your miniſtry. 
In ſuch circumſtances, you will have eſpecial need to 
guard againſt all improper affections; and the example 
before you will teach you to ſuffer long and be kind. 
Forbearance, meekneſs, and love, even toward your 
bittereſt perſecutors, will beſt prove the excellence of 
your principles, as well as your own ſincerity. You 
muſt © not render evil for evil, or railing for railing ; 
but contrariwiſe bleſſing ; knowing that ye are there- 
unto called, that ye ſhould inherit a bleſſing “. The 
ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth f.“ 

Is it objected, that the holy prophet himſelf nb 
a petulant, and angry ſpirit, and uttered ſome tremen- 


* x Pet, iii. 9. + 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. ; 
Vor. II, D d dous 
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dous. imprecations againſt his adverſaries *? No 
merely human character can be propoſed for our iĩmita- 
tion in every inſtance. The imperfections of the ſaints, 
however, warn us to be circumſpect. But the caſe 
and office of Jeremiah were extraordinary: as a pro- 
phet, he might ſpeak many things, which would be 
unſuitable to others. Moſt of thoſe paſſages, which 
have the appearance of curſes, were no other than pre- 
dictions of evil, or they expreſſed only his approbation 
of the judgments, which God had revealed to him f. 
It will not be ſaid, ſurely, that he was habitually mo- 
roſe and revengeful; for the whole tenour of his life 
would contradict it. Did he not labour with uncom- 
mon aſſiduity for the good of thoſe, who hated him? 
Did he not diſcover the moſt compaſſionate diſtreſs, 
on account of their miſeries: and pour out his heart in 
fervent prayer for thoſe, who were ſecking to murder 
him ? | . 

Are you tempted to court the applauſe of men at the 
expence of truth, '© to give flattering titles,” and 
have men's perſons in admiration becauſe of advan- 
tage?” This would be a mean, deteſtable conduct. 
Rather, rejoice © if ye be reproached for the name of 

Chriſt.”—Or, would you conſult your eaſe, and live 
entirely to yourſelves, regardleſs of the ſolemn obliga- 
tions of your office? How widely, then, do you differ 
from the prophet! And how much more honourable 
was he, in the midſt of ſtripes and impriſonment, than 


* Jer, xvii. 18. xvitl, 21—23. 
+ See the Character of David, Page 196. 
1 Jer.iv. 19. Vil, 2t, IX. 1. Xi. 17. xiv. 7, &. 
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thoſe flexible and compliant teachers among ourſelves, 
who © are of the world,” and who appear the fore- 
moſt in every ſcheme of pleaſure and ſenſual gratifi- 
cation | | 
Does the proſpect of difficulties terrify you? Per- 
haps you magnify your dangers, or forget the promiſes 
cf your God, who engages to ſupport you. Need we 
remind you of the aſtoniſhing interpoſitions in Jere- 
miah's favour, or obſerve, that ſimilar deliverances 
may be wrought for you? The Eord, whom you ſerve, 
may raiſe up friends for you, even among your ene- 
mies; may reſtrain the men of violence, and confound 
their purpoſes againſt you. He will himſelf viſit you, 
when moſt inſulted and oppreſſed ; and, probably, He 
may induce contemptuous ſinners to revere you, and 
to * make ſupplication unto you.“ It is not unuſual, 
at leaſt, in the preſent day, for the faithful ambaſſadors 


of Chriſt to be reſcued and preſerved, beyond their 


hopes: nor are we at a loſs to account for this, while 
we hear their gracious Maſter aſſuring them, © Lo! I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world *.” 
Does your want of ſucceſs diſcourage you? We 
wonder not, if in your haſte you reſolve to abandon __ 
that employment, which produces no viſible good. But 
if you regard the authority of God, or love your fellow 
creatures, the word of God will be © in your heart as 
a burning fire ſhut up in your bones, and you will be 
weary with forbearing f.“ In obedience to God, and 
in patient expectation of his bleſſing, you muſt con- 
tinue your labours, and leave the event to Him. Little 


* Matt. xxviil. 20. + Jer. xx. 9. 
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advantage ſeemed to be derived from the inceſſant 


exertions of Jeremiah. Yet he was greatly honoured, 


and his reward was with his God. O be animated to 
purſue the grand object of your high calling with un- 
remitting ardour ; and, whatever you may loſe or ſuf- 
fer in ſuch a ſervice, the iſſue will be glorious to your- 
ſelves! Let no dangers move you, “ neither count you 
your lives dear unto yourſelves, fo that you may finiſh 


your courſe with joy, and the miniſtry, which you have 


received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of 
the grace of God *. Then ſhall you join with © the 
goodly fellowſhip of the prophets, and the noble army 
of martyrs,” in ſinging praiſe to Him, © who giveth 
you the victory;“ and you ſhall ſhine among thoſe, 
who have turned many to righteouſneſs “ as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever and 
eher f. . | 


* Acts xx. 24. + Dan. xv. 3. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Nebuchadnezzar ſucceeded to, and enlarged, his father's 
dominions—his magnificence, pride, and oppreſſiun — had 
a revelation of the kingdom of Chriſt—jet up an im- 
menſe idol his conduct to the three pious Fews—warned 
of God in a dream—yet lifted up—depoſed from bis go- 
vernment—reſtored and changed—praiſed God. 


Wi are taught by the ſacred hiſtory to acknow- 
ledge the controlling influence, or immediate agency, 
of a righteous, wiſe, and Almighty Governor, in every 
event of human life. Whilſt, therefore, the moſt tre- 
mendous commotions are excited amongſt men, and 
| kingdoms paſs from one poſſeſſor to another, we are 
to conſider His hand as ſuſtaining and directing the 
whole, ſo that in the higheſt ſenſe © He doeth accord- 
ing to his will, in the army of heaven and amongſt 
the inhabitants of the earth,” How little is this be- 
lieved or regarded! An atheiſtical notion of ſome 
unknown, blind principle, chance, or nature, has al- 
moſt excluded the divine Providence from the manage- 
ment of the univerſe. But the preſent narrative will 
furniſh us with a ſtriking proof and illuſtration of that 
important truth, © God is the Judge: He putteth 
down one, and ſetteth up another “.“ 


Pſal. Ixxv. 7. 
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We have here ſelected, for the ſubject of our ſerious 
meditation, a remarkable character out of the Pagan 
world, Nebuchadnezzar the haughty tyrant of Babylon. 


But we ſhall confine our attention to thoſe circum- 


ſtances of his life, which are recorded in the ſcriptures, 
and are evidently written for our admonition. He was 
a bold, preſumptuous offender, and ſeems, in ſome 
reſpects like Pharaoh, to have maintained a conteſt 
with the God of Heaven, till at length he was over- 
come and confounded. How many teſtimonies we 
have, that © God reſiſteth the proud,” and that © who- 
ſoe ver exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed * !” | 
Years before Nebuchadnezzar has been celebrated as 
Criſt, 694+ one of the moſt illuſtrious monarchs, and as 
a prudent, brave, and ſucceſsful warrior. He came 
to the throne of Babylon at an early age; and to the 
extenſive dominions, which he inherited from his fa- 
ther, he made a large addition by his own perſonal 
exploits; inſomuch that the greateſt part of the then 
known world was tributary to him. * All people, 
nations, and languages trembled and feared before 
him: whom he would, he flew; and whom he would, 
he kept alive; and whom he would, he ſet up; and 
whom he would, he put down F.” 

The limits of our plan will not permit us to follow 
him from one conqueſt to another. Suffice it to ob- 
ſerve, This 1s he, who brought the kings of Judah into 
ſubjection, and led away the whole nation in a (tate 
of captivity to Babylon. He attacked and ſubdued 


Ja, iv. 6. Luke xiv, 11. 1 Dan. v. 19. 
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Jehoiakim, according to Jeremiah's predictions, robbed 
him of his treaſures, then left him as his vaſſal, and 
afterwards, upon his revolt, vanquiſhed and deſtroyed 
him *. He alſo depoſed the young ruler Jehoiachin, 
and took him to Babylon, after ranſacking the city and 
temple of Jeruſalem. He had appointed Zedekiah to 
the government ; but, upon his violating the oath of 
allegiance, he came againſt him with numerous forces, 
inveſted, reduced, and laid waſte Jeruſalem, and burnt 
down its palaces and the houſe of God T. He appre- 
hended the faichleſs prince, and, after murdering his 
ſons before him, put out his eyes, and led him in chains 
to grace his triumph. Thus he made and unmade 
kings, to gratify his own ambition, reſentment, or ca- 
price. 

His magnificence and ſplendour were equal to his 
power and tyranny. Babylon, the place of his reſi- 
dence, the ſeat of empire, was the wonder of the world. 
Its extent, and the grandeur of its buildings, its tem- 
ples, the height and thickneſs of its walls, its royal 
edifices and gardens, which were all improved if not 
raiſed by Nebuchadnezzar, have been the admiration 
of ages J. Thus, he had reached the ſummit of human 
greatneſs ; and if riches, pomp, and dominion could 
poſſibly beſtow happineſs, he would have been the moſt 
favoured of his ſpecies. But withhold your judgment, 
till you hear the ſequel of this narration ;- and do not 
haſtily pronounce, that the man of wealth and honour 
enjoys the largeſt ſhare of felicity. 


„ 2 Kings xxiv. 1, &c. + xxv. 1, &c. 
See Bp. Lowth-on Ifa. xiii. 19. 'D 
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Is it inquired, why there is ſuch a difference be- 
tween one individual and another; or by what means 
the Babylonian monarch attained ſo high an exaltation? 
An uninſpired hiſtorian would direct our attention to 
the wiſdom of his counſels, the firmneſs of his gene- 
rals, the valour of his ſoldiers, or his own uncommon 
fortitude, But the ſacred writers diſcover to us an 
inviſible Agent appointing and controlling the ſtrange 
events of Nebuchadnezzar's life, and aſcribe all the 
ſucceſs of his arms, and his enlarged dominion, to the 
divine ſuperintendency. In their account this mighty 
tyrant was but an inſtrument in the hands of Jehovah, 
a ſervant, whom He ſent out with a particular com- 
miſſion; and whom he aſſiſted to accompliſh its pur- 
poſe. The prophets Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel 
teach us, that God had determined to puniſh the of- 
ſences of his people by the inſolence and oppreſſion of 
the Chaldean, and that for this very end he was ſuffered 
to go on and proſper *. | 

How vaſt and glorious is the government of God, 
who faſhioneth the very hearts of men, and over-rules 
their ſinful principles and paſſions, ſo as to render them 
ſubſervient to his own deſigns! They may imagine, 
that all things are at their diſpoſal: and doubtleſs they 
pleaſe and gratify themſelves; for they do not act by 
conſtraint. On this very ground, they are afterwards 
chaſtiſed for thoſe vile affections, by which they were 
influenced even in fulfilling the divine will. The op- 
poſers and murderers of Chriſt did that, which the hand 
and counſel of the Lord determined before to be done, 


See 2 Kings xxiv. 2, 3. Jer. xxv. 8-12, xxvii. 6. Xxliil. 10. 
| and 
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and yet they were chargeable with the moſt heinous 
guilt “. Thus it is, as David inſtructs us, that the 
wicked are the ſword of Jehovah ; and when He 
gives it a commiſſion, no wonder if it devour and lay 
waſte, We ſhould, therefore, envy no man the great- 
neſs, to which he is exalted: for this is not a mark of 
any moral excellence in him, or of the favour of Hea- 
ven toward him, He may be intended by Providence 
to accompliſh ſome important event ; but perhaps that 
grandeur, we admire, may be his heavieſt curſe. 

There is a proneneſs in human nature to ſwell with 
arrogance, on account of any ſuperior attainments or 
diſtinctions. We ſhall, therefore, very rarely meet 
with a rich perſon, who is * made low F.” Such in- 
deed are the ſnares of riches, that their poſſeſſors 
« ſhall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven 5.“ 
Power and ſplendour, alſo, not leſs than wealth, draw 
forth and ſtrengthen the corruptions of the heart. We 
are not ſurpriſed, then, that Nebuchadnezzar, who 
had riſen to ſuch an elevation above his ſpecies, and 
ſeemed to have brought almoſt the whole known world 
into ſubjection to himſelf, was of an infamous cha- 
racter, proud, cruel, and oppreſſive, an obſtinate perſe- 
cutor of the church, and ſo enormous a ſinner, as to 
contend againſt Jehovah himſelf. There were in- 
ſtances, in which he paid a particular regard to the 
faithful ſervants of God: for when Jeruſalem was de- 
ſolated, he ſhewed favour to Jeremiah; and Daniel 
he preferred to be his prime miniſter of ſtate at Baby- 


* Acts ü. 23. iv. 28. + Pſalm xvii. 13. 
1 Ja. 1. 10. $ Matt. xix. 23. 
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lon. But his kindneſs in theſe caſes is to be aſcribed to 
the conſtraining influence of God, rather than to any 
goodneſs of diſpoſition in him. He muſt have had op- 
portunities of being inſtructed in the true religion by 
the people and the prophets of the Lord, whom he had 
carried into captivity ; and there were ſeaſons, when 
he ſeemed to feel very ſerious and ſtrong convictions; 
yet he continued for the greateſt part of his long reign, 
a period of forty-three years, to deſpiſe and provoke 
God more and. more. | 
Not fatisfied with plundering and deſtroying the 
houſe of God at Jeruſalem, he took away the holy veſ- 
ſels, as it were in triumph, to Babylon, and placed 
them in the temples of his idols. It is probable, that 
many blaſphemous ſpeeches were uttered on that occa- 
fion, and that the Pagan Deities were repreſented as 
overcoming the God of Iſrael. We mention not his 
cruelties and oppreſſion, when he reduced Jeruſalem, 
nor the vile indignities put upon the royal offspring, 
whom he made eunuchs, that they might ſerve him in 
his own palace“. But we are amazed, that to a per- 
ſon of ſuch a character a divine revelation was vouch- 
ſafed in the viſions of the night, predicting che eſtab- 
liſnment of the kingdom of Chriſt, upon the ruins of 
the other great empires of the world f. He, indeed, 
neither underſtood the meaning, nor ſo much as recol- 
lected the dream; and in the madneſs of his rage he 
was about to ſlay his numerous magicians, becauſe they 
could not diſcover it. But when Daniel declared the 
ſecret, the fury of the tyrant ſubſided, and a ſudden 
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alteration took place. He, who had been wont to re- 
ceive homage even from the kings of the earth, fell 
down with ſupreme veneration before Daniel, and con- 
feſſed that Jehovah, whom the prophet worſhipped,” 
was the God of gods and Lord of lords. From ſuch 
appearances we might have expected an entire change 
of conduct, a ſerious and uniform attention to the ſer- 
vice of the true God. But alas! how frequently are 
good impreſſions utterly effaced ! Many may profeſs a 
high eſteem for the miniſters of religion, and yet never 
really comply with their exhortations. Many may cry 
out, from a full conviction, © The Lord, He is the 
God,” and yet perſiſt in a ſtate of rebellion againſt 
Him. | | 
Nebuchadnezzar remained an idolater, and ſeemed 
determined to exceed all others in his ſuperſtitions. 
He ſet up an object, of his own contrivance, for uni- 
verſal adoration, probably with a view to diſplay his 
ſuperior greatneſs, and to perpetuate his name. He 
erected an immenſe image of gold, perhaps unequalled 
for ſize and magnificence, to the ſolemn dedication of 
which he ſummoned the nobles and officers through- 
out the whole empire, and required them to worſhip it, 
on pain of an excruciating death. What madneſs and 
impiety was this; eſpecially after his declarations of 
regard to Jehovah, the God of Iſrael! There were 
found, however, three faithful men, Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and Abed-nego, who dared to reſiſt the king's 
commandment, and boldly hazarded their lives in their 
attachment to the true God. They were arraigned 


® Dan, iii. 1, &c. * 
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and accuſed before him; and, while he threatened 
them with © the fiery furnace,” he added, in a pre- 
ſumptuous tone, © Who is that God, that ſhall deliver 
you out of my hands ?” 

Here, it ſhould ſeem, he ſet himſelf up as compe- 
tent to maintain the conteſt with Jehovah. But did 
not their magnanimous confeſſion, their pious fortitude, 
and the firmneſs of their faith, at leaſt reftrain and con- 
found him? Alas! No: having given the challenge, 
he was determined to carry on the ſad conflict, that his 
own dignity might not be lowered. With the utmoſt 
violence of rage and fury he commanded the place of 
their torment to be prepared with peculiar care ; and 
to increaſe the terror of their puniſhment, he appointed 
the ſtrongeſt of his ſoldiers to bind them, and to caſt 
them into the furnace. But how mortifying was the 
event to the pride of this mighty potentate! His own 
officers were inſtantly conſumed, and he himſelf beheld 


the ſervants of God walking with ſafety and compoſure 


in the midſt of the flames. At length, then, he ap- 


| peared to ſubmit, bleſſed God for having prevented the 


effects of his impious decree, iſſued out another edict, 
denouncing the heavieſt penalties on thoſe who ſhould 
oppoſe the true God, and promoted to honour thoſe 
whom he meant to have deſtroyed, The whole of this 
tranſaction tended to diſplay the perfections of Jehovah, 
and to call the attention of theſe idolaters to Him, It 


| ſecured, at leaſt, protection and ſupport to the ſpiritual 


Iſraelites in that Pagan country. But ah! what a black 
picture does it exhibit of human wickedneſs in the 


perſon of Nebuchadnezzar ! | 
| Was 
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Was there not, then, an entire change in his temper 
and conduct from that period? Far otherwiſe: his 
convictions might be ſtrong, but they produced no real 
penitence. They might reſtrain him from perſecution, 
and diſpoſe him to venerate the faithful ſervants of God; 
but they left him under the power of his former vile 
affections. Still * his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride *.” In that awful ſtate he 
lived for many years; till at length he was warned in 
2 dream, as it were by a voice from Heaven, that a 
tremendous judgment was coming upon him 7. Da- 
niel interpreted the viſion, declared that he ſhould ſoon 
be reduced from his elevated rank to the moſt con- 
ſummate wretchedneſs, and exhorted him, therefore, 
if he wiſhed the ſentence to be delayed, to break off 
his fins, and turn to God 1n righteouſneſs. 

So pointed an admonition, we ſhould ſuppoſe, mult 
nave had ſome effect. Did the proud ſinner, then, 
humble himſelf in the duſt, or make ſupplication to his 
Judge? Alas! no external means, neither counſel, re- 
proof, nor threatening, will excite one good diſpoſi- 
tion, till God himſelf implant it in the heart. At the 
end of twelve months, the king gave full proof, that 
the whole of his late dream, and the conſequent in- 
ſtructions delivered to him by the prophet, had been 
entirely forgotten, and that he ſtill continued to exalt 
himſelf againſt Jehovah. He ſurveyed the ſplendour 
of his palace, the ſtrength and opulence of his capi- 
tal, and the extent of his dominion; and then, as if 
he accounted himſelf a god, and demanded the ado- 


* Dan. v. 20. + Dan. iv. 1, &c. 
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4144 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
ration of others, he uttered that arrogant, atheiſtical 
| ſpeech, © Is not this great Babylon, that J have built 
for the houſe of the kingdom, by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majeſty ?” 

The very ſound of the impious words may juſtly 
ſtrike us with horror. What, then, do we conclude 
from the character of this Babylonian monarch? We 
perceive and confeſs the extreme depravity of our na- 
ture. Such inſtances of preſumptuous offenders have 
been permitted, in order to ſhew whither our hearts 
would lead us, and what we alfo are capable of perpe- 
trating. All men, indeed, cannot fin as Nebuchad- 
nezzar did, becauſe they have not the ſame opportu- 
nities. We may thank God, that we are placed in 
a lower ſituation, more favourable to the purpoſes of 
religion. It will be well, if we know and improve 
our own mercies. But are we not under the influence 
of the very principle, which we condemn in this hiſ- 
tory? Are we not exalted in our own eſteem ? Though 
we poſſeſs not the wealth or magnificence of a Chal- 
dean prince, 1s there nothing of which we are proud 
and conceited, as if it conferred a peculiar excellence 
upon us? Are we not elated on account of our for- 
rune, houſes, furniture, equipage, or dreſs? Do we 
not aſſume great merit to ourſelves, and demand re- 
ſpect from all around us, for our pedigree, our bodily 
ſtrength, or mental powers, for our knowledge, or, 
what is ſtill more prepoſterous, for our piety? We 
do not, as we ought, make God our all; we do not 
aſcribe all to Him, or uſe all for Him: and as far as 

we 
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we ſet up outfebres, we take his i and rob Him 
of his glory. 0 

Ho long have we refuſed to humble ourſtlved be- 
fore Jehovah | Have we not, like Nebuchadnezzar, 
reſiſted convictions; and determined to pleaſe our- 
ſclves, whatever the conſequence may be? Then we 
are accumulating a ſad load of guilt; and what will the 
end be? What, but confuſion, if not final deſtruction 
to ourſelves? For © Jehovah God of hoſts will be ex- 
alted in judgment.” Be afraid, then, of ſtriving with 
your Maker; immediately drop the vain conteſt: © Be 
ye reconciled to God.” 
voir before We admire the divine ſorbearance o- 
Chrict, 570. wards the tyrant of Babylon, and wonder 
that ſo daring an offender ſhould. be ſuffered to live 
and triumph ſo long. But the time of juſtice came: 
the haughty ſinner was ſuddenly ſtopped in his career, 
and exhibited before the whole world, as a public ex- 
ample of the ſinfulneſs and danger of pride. At the 
very moment, when he. vaunted himſelf in his pomp 
and glory, he heard a voice from heaven, declaring, 
that he ſhould be depoſed from his kingdom, excluded 
from all human ſociety, and ranked among the beaſts of 
the fields, for ſeven years, till he ſhould be fully con- 
vinced of the abſolute and nghteous ſovereignty of the 
Lord God omnipotent, This event had been expreſsly 
predicted by Daniel's intexpretation of his dream, only 
twelve months before. But the warning had been 
deſpiſed ; and now the threatened ſentence was inſtantly 
carried into effect: nor could it be doubted, from the 


previous intimations given, that it was che appoint- 
4 ment 
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ment of God himſelf. | It is apprehended, that he fell 
into a ſtate of horrid diſtraction. and madneſs, that his 
nobles drove him from the government, and that he 
continued to live at large, after a ſavage and brutal 
manner, during the whole of the period foretold. 
What an humbling ſtroke was this! What an inſtruc- 
tive © ſpectacle unto the world, to angels, and to 
men!“ 

Of all other afflictions, which are the lot of huma- 
nity, none is more deplorable than inſanity. And who 
ſhall ſay, that he is ſecure from that malady ? In this 
view, how little does man, with all his boaſted attain- 
ments, appear! For in one moment, all his ſtore of 
learning may be deſtroyed, his very ideas wiped away 
as if they had never been, his beloved poſſeſſions ren- 
dered uſeleſs or diſguſting, and he, who is ſtyled the 
lord of the creation, degraded even below the beaſts. 
O let us remember, © in whoſe hand our breath is, and 
whoſe are all our ways!“ | IG 

Now indeed might the taunting ſpeech be taken vp 
againſt the king of Babylon, How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning } how 
art thou cut down to the ground, which didſt weaken 
the nations! For thou haſt ſaid in thine heart, I will 
aſcend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
ſtars of God, I will fit alſo upon the mount of the con- 
gregation, in the ſides of the north: I will aſcend above 
the heights of the clouds, I will be like the moſt high. 


Yet thou ſhalt be brought down to hell, to the ſides of 
the pit *.“ 


* Iſa. xiv. 12—15. 


Shall 
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Shall we not fear for ourſelves, and bow before 
God? O tremble, you ſinners, who are at eaſe! How- 
ever gay and proſperous you may be; to-morrow, to- 
day you may be reduced as low as Nebuchadnezzar, 
The Lord God, indeed, does not always execute 
judgment in ſo remarkable a manner. But will you ; 
preſume upon his patience ? Even though you ſhould 
be ſuffered to go down to your grave in peace, you 
will not therefore eſcape. Has He no terrors in re- 
ſerve, beyond the preſent life? O Sirs, a more tre- 
mendous ſentence, than what Nebuchadnezzar experi- 
enced, awaits the impenitent in a future world. Soon 
will it be ſaid, © Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels .“ 15 | 
Vas before But we leave not the Chaldean monarch 
Che, 553+ in his wretched ſtate of exile and ferocity. 
Behold then, in this inſtance, the goodneſs as well as 
the ſeverity of God! After ſeven years, for. ſo it had 
been foretold, he recovered the full exerciſe of his rea- 
ſon, the poſſeſſion of his government, and all his for- 
mer magnificence. But, though this alteration was 
altoniſhing, one ſtill more remarkable took place; the 
moral character of the man appeared to be changed. 
Upon the reſtoration of his underſtanding, he mani- 
teſted very different diſpoſitions of mind. He had 
learned, in a painful manner, the univerſal and uncon- 
crollable ſovereignty of Jehovah; and therefore he 
bowed before Him with ſtrong marks of humiliation 


Matt. xxv. 41. 
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and obedience. He bleſſed, and praiſed, and honoured 
the moſt High, and confeſſed the deſign and the juſ- 


tice of his late awful viſitation. For the conviction of 


others, too, he publiſhed his caſe to the whole world, 


(the narration being delivered in his own words) and 
ſolemnly called upon all perſons to admire, reverence, 
and ſerve the true God, whoſe dominion reaches 


throughout all ages, and extends to every inhabitant 


both of heaven and earth. 

The hiſtory before us is full of wonders: we do not 
attempt to ſolve the difficulties, which might be raiſed 
concerning it, We preſume not to decide upon the 
real character and final ſtate of Nubuchadnezzar, 
Doubtleſs, a powerful influence had been exerted in 
ſubduing the proud and rebellious oppoſition of his 
heart againſt God: but it may be queſtioned, whether 
the change was univerſal and abiding. At leaſt, we 
know that many a haughty ſinner has been ſo intimi- 
dated or ſoftened by extreme ſuffering, as to make 
public confeſſions of his guilt, and to recommend the 
religion he had before perſecuted, who yet never be- 
came a true convert. Let us ſuſpe& and try our- 
ſelves: and while we allow, that it is not enough to 


reform the life from groſs 1niquities, let us pray, that 


we may poſſeſs © the power of godlineſs.“ | 
But, though caution be neceſſary, we are inclined 
to admit the king of Babylon into the liſt of true peni- 


' tents. We dare not deny the mercy of God to the 


moſt preſumptuous offenders ; and in the preſent in- 
ſtanee, it muſt be acknowledged, there were many 


very favourable appearances, and ſuch effects as are 
4 | ulüually 
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uſually thought the genuine fruits of repentance. On 
this charitable ſuppoſition, we are conſtrained to cry 
out, © Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?” 
We admire and praiſe the riches of that grace, which 
can ſubdue and pardon ſo obdurate a ſinner. We 
adore the condeſcenſion of that glorious Perſonage, 
who 1s © the repairer of the breach,” and has opened, 
for thoſe who have been moſt abandoned, a way of ac- 
ceſs to God through his own blood. Let thoſe, * who 
have received the atonement,” ſtand forward, as Nebu- 
chadnezzar, to confeſs their obligations, and invite 
others to join with them, in giving all bleſſing and ho- 
nour unto Him, who has done fo great things for them! 
They can tell, from what a depth of guilt and miſery 
He has redeemed them, and they will number amongſt 
their moſt valuable mercies thoſe painful diſpenſations, 
which tended to abaſe their pride, and to produce in 
them © the obedience of faith.” 

But is there no cauſe of terror to the careleſs? Or, 
becauſe the grace of God is ſo free and extenſive, do 
all therefore obtain forgiveneſs ? Far otherwiſe. Many 
alas! die, as they live, in utter hardneſs and impeni- 
| tence of heart; and in all ſuch caſes the Goſpel itſelf 
forbids us to hope. O ſubmit to your rightful Lord! 
Take hold of his Covenant, and ſo make peace with 


Him. For © wo is unto him, who ftriveth with his 
Maker.” 


Ee 2  SHADRACH, 
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SHADRACH, MESHACH, 
AND 


ABEDNEGO. 


II. 


Shadrach, Maſbach, and Abednegs, deſcendants of David 
—their ſituation at Babylou—promoted—refuſed to 
worſhip Nebuchadnexzar's idol—accuſed before bim— 
caſt into the furnace of fire delivered, and reſtored to 
honour. | 


WI have ſeen the whole nation of the Jews reduced 
to a ſtate of extreme diſtreſs, a large part of them 


carried captives to a diſtant land, deprived of their 


government and religion, ſubjected to an idolatrous 
people, and treated with the utmoſt contempt and 
cruelty. This was an awful diſpenſation: and yet ſome 
important, wiſe, and gracious purpoſes were effected 
by it. It was intended as a ſevere chaſtiſement to 
them for their wickedneſs, and as the means of purging 
them from thoſe profane and Pagan practices, which 
obtained among them. By their diſperſion it was alſo 
deſigned to diffuſe among the Gentiles the knowledge 
of divine revelation, (for they took their ſcriptures with 


them to remote nations,) and thus to prepare the way 
| for 
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for MeMah, the great Deliverer, by raiſing a on 
expectation of Him through the world *. | 
It pleaſed God, therefore, for the ſupport of his own 
cauſe, to preſerve © a holy ſeed,” even at Babylon, 
and to make them conſpicuous in the midſt of their 
enemies. Many of the moſt excellent character were 
there called forth to public view; and they gave an 
open and bold atteſtation of the true religion. Their 
ſituation, indeed, was in many reſpects unfavourable to 
the advancement or the profeſſion of piety, ſurrounded. 
as they were with oppoſers and perſecutors. But the 
God, whom they ſerved, upheid and ſtrengthened 
them, and by them wrought wonders among the Hea- 
then, for his own name's ſake. We have now before 
us the hiſtory of three perſons, of this very deſcription, 
ſignally honoured of God for their adherence to Him; 
and their caſe will confirm our obſervations. 
via RD It ſhould ſeem that they were of the ſeed 
cult, 627- royal, the deſcendants of David, and were 
carried into captivity at an early age f. When the 
proud conqueror, Nebuchadnezzar, had reduced them 
to the infamous ſituation of eunuchs (agreeable to the 
divine denunciation for the iniquity of their fathers) 
theſe young men, together with Daniel, were choſen 
from the reſt; as remarkable for their beauteous form 
and quick underſtanding, that they might attend upon 
the king. They were the intimate friends and com- 
panions of Daniel; and, being attached to him as well 
as to each other by the firmeſt principles of religion, 


* Edward's Hiſt. of Redemp. Per. t. part 6. + Dan. . 3. Ke. 
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422 (CRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
they acted in concert together, and thus proved a mu- 


tual ſupport and comfort. With him they abſtained 


from their pleaſant food, out of a pure conſcientious 

motive, that they might not be defiled with the cuſtoms 
of the Heathens; and God gave them ſuch a degree of 
wiſdom, that they far excelled the wiſeſt of the Chal- 
dean Magi. When they, and all the aſtrologers, 
were threatened with death by the haughty tyrant, be- 
cauſe they could not declare the dream, which he had 
forgotten, upon their joining in fervent prayer with 
Daniel the ſecret was revealed, and, through Daniel's 
interceſſion, they were preferred to an honourable poſt 
in the government of Babylon “. 

The account of their lives is ſhort : only one other 
tranſaction, in which they are concerned, is recorded; 
but this is accompanied with circumſtances ſo remark- 
able and affecting, and is related with ſuch 4 beautiful 
ſimplicity, that it muſt ſtrike the attention of every 
reader. We ſhall find it replete with ſerious and im- 
portant inſtruction : for we may learn from it to glorify 
God in tribulation, and through faith in Him to meet 
the moſt enraged enemies with compoſure and confi- 
dence, deſiring only, that He may be magnified in us, 
whether by life or by death f. 

We do not wonder, that they became the objects of 


envy and perſecution, as well for their high dignity, to 


which as foreigners and captives they could have no 
pretenſions, as for their public profeſſion of a ſtrange 
religion, and their very exemplary conduct. The hatred 


Dab. i. 17, &c. 1 Phil, L 20, 
and 
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and oppoſition of the Great brought them into the 
moſt perilous and diſtreſsful ſituation : yet if we take 
a view of their ſpirit and behaviour at that ſeaſon, we 
cannot but be filled with a holy admiration and delight. 
The ſincerity and ſtrength of their principles were put 
to a ſevere trial. For, when Nebuchadnezzar had 
erected an immenſe 1dol, an image of gold, to which 
he commanded all the chief perſons in his kingdom to 
bow down, on pain of a tremendous and immediate 
death, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego refuſed to 
comply *. All others fell down and worſhipped : but 
theſe men feared the God of Heaven, and would ac- 
knowledge no deity befides. They were inſtantly ac- 
cuſed and arraigned before the prince, as guilty of ex- 
treme ingratitude, contempt, and rebellion againſt him, 
and the threatened puniſhment was called for, that they 
ſhould be caſt into the burning fiery furnace. 

We do not hear that any charge was preferred againſt 
Daniel on that occaſion; yet it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that he obeyed the injunction, or diſowned his religion. 
He might be abſent on buſineſs of the ſtate; or his 
enemies might be afraid to make their firſt attack upon 
him, as he poſſeſſed ſuch extenſive power and influ- 
ence; and they might expect the more eaſily to ac- 
compliſh his overthrow, after they had ſucceeded 
againſt his aſſociates. 

The three pious Jews, therefore, ſtood before the 
enraged monarch to anſwer for their conduct, which 
he conſidered as highly inſulting to himſelf. He con- 


Dan. iii. 1, &c. 
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deſcended, however, to give them another trial, and yet 
expreſſed his firm determination, that, in caſe of their 
continued diſobedience, they ſhould feel his ſevereſt 
vengeance, and defied even the Almighty God to reſ- 
cue them out of his hands. | 
Their fituation was moſt difficult. For how many 
reaſons, beſides a regard to their own emolument and 
the love of life, might induce them to comply with the 
king's demands! We apprehend, that the temportz- 
ing worldlings of the preſent day would have been at 
no loſs to furniſh arguments for their ready ſubmiſſion. 
It might be pleaded, that the ſinfulneſs of the action 
enjoined was dubiqus, as they were not required to re- 
nounce their religion, or to profeſs any belief in the 
idol, but only to bow down amidſt an immenſe mul- 
titude, which might be done with a ſecret reſerve of 
the mind. Or, if criminal, it would be only a ſingle 
offence, for which they might repent and be forgiven. 
It might alſo be ſuggeſted, that being captives they 
were not at their own diſpoſal, and that, as they were 
ſubjected to the will of a tyrant, he and not they muſt 
anſwer for the guilt. Beſides, their diſobedience to 
the edict might be conſtrued as baſe ingratitude to 
their benefactor, who had raiſed them to a ſtate of 
high dignity. And why ſhould they be ſo preciſe 
and ſingular, as obſtinately to refuſe, what others ac- 
ceded to without ſcruple, and what even many of their 
countrymen had practiſed in Judea? Perhaps, too, 
ſome would have thought it allowable and expe- 
dient to give way in this inſtance, ſince they might 
thereby have promoted the good of the church, as well 
a5 
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as their own ſafety, while they retained a ſituation of 
ſuch extenſive uſefulneſs. We obſerve, at leaſt, how 
eaſy it is to multiply arguments in juſtification of a 
conformity to the world, and if we begin to heſitate, 
or conſult with fleſh and blood, in a time of tempta- 
rion, we ſhall probably reſolve to comply. 

Did Shadrach, then, and his companions ſtagger in 
their minds, or even feel a difficulty to determine on 
their conduct? No: every conſideration was baniſhed, - 
but the regard which they owed to God. Withour 
attending to their own intereſt or preſervation ; with- 
out endeavouring by any ſubtilties to evade or explain 
away the guilt of ſinful conceſſions; without ſecking 
to avert the king's diſpleaſure by mean artifices or per- 
ſuaſions, they declared their unalterable purpoſe to 
hazard every conſequence, in a ſteadfaſt adherence to 
the worſhip of Jehovah. They replied, « O Nebu- 
chadnezzar, we are not careful to anſwer thee in this 
matter, If it be ſo, our God whom we ſerve 1s able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if nor, 
be it known unto thee, O king, that we will nos ſerve 
thy gods, nor worſhip the golden image which thou 
haſt ſet up. — We are ſtruck with admiration at their 
compoſure of mind“ They diſcovered no dread of 


Never was the obſervation of the Poet better W than 
in the inſtance before us, 
« Juſtum, ac tenacem propoſiti virum, 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non vultus inflantis tyranni, 
Mente quatit ſolida. — Honk act. 
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the threatening tyrant; they ſhuddered not at death in 
its moſt frightful forms. They faid, © we are not care- 
ful to anſwer thee :” we feel no terror, nor are we 
ſhaken in our principles by thy ſevereſt menaces. This 
indeed is ſufficiently accounted for by the ſtrength of 
their faith in God, They expreſſed the firmeſt depen- 
dence on Him for ſupport and deliverance, as his ſer- 
vants maintaining his cauſe ; they confided in his truth 
and mercy towards them, and on that ground expected 
that He would not permit them to be confounded, 
i be ſo, our God whom we ſerve is able to de- 
liver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.” Thus they 
gave a noble teſtimony of their ſupreme regard to the 
God of Iſrael, and of their willingneſs to endure every 
hardſhip for his ſake. It is not certain, that they had any 
intimations of God's deſign to reſcue them: they knew 
indeed what He could do, and what in other cafes He 
had done; but having found a reality and excellence in 
religion, worth ſuffering for, they reſolved, with an 
aſtoniſhing firmneſs, not to ſhrink from it, whatever it 
might colt them: © Be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 
image which thou haſt ſet up.“ 

This is an illuſtrious example of that faith, which 
te endures as ſeeing Him who is inviſible .“ Let us 
pauſe awhile, and indulge our meditations, that we 
may be ſuitably affected with the hiſtory. Does it not 
ſpeak to us with an irreſiſtible energy, and evince the 
e of being eſtabliſhed in religious principles? 


* Heb. xi. 27. Though 
oug 
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Though we do not live at a Babylonian court, we are 
ſurrounded with thoſe, who are enemies to God. An 
image of gold may not be ſet up as the object of public 
worſhip; but ſomething or other, that the world will 
offer, will ſoon put us to the trial, and determine, 
whom we ſerve. Young people, eſpecially, are ex- 
poſed to various temptations, from which nothing can 
certainly ſecure them, but the fear of God and a ſtead- 
faſt belief of his truth. We wonder not, then, that 
the chief part of thoſe in the preſent day are content to 
ſwim down the ſtream, and are carried away by the 
corrupt faſhions of the age. For what ſhould induce 
them to refiſt, to © come out, and be ſeparate ?” Their 
minds are not furniſhed with the knowledge of divine 
things, and, from the want of pious inſtruftions, their 
conſciences feel little or no ſenſe of evil: and there- 
fore they are left without any effectual reſtraint. What 
a lamentable proſpect does this give us of the riſing ge- 
neration! We call upon you, parents, Bring up 
your children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” Fortify them againſt thoſe aſſaults, to which 
they muſt be expoſed, and implant in them ſuch prin- 

ciples, as will make them “ valiant for the truth.“ 
The example, we are contemplating, will ſurely ex- 
cite in us a holy fervour and courage for the defence of 
our religion. If, indeed, it be not worth contending 
for, it were abſurd to incur reproach and oppoſition on 
its account: but if it be the moſt important concern, 
as it doubtleſs is, every other conſideration ſhould be 
facrificed to it. Where, then, is your eſteem for the 
Goſpel of Chriſt? You know not its value, nor are 
you 
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you attached to its intereſt, if you are eaſily led away 
by the enticements of an evil world, If you are afraid 
or aſhamed to maintain the profeſſion and the practice 
of it, againſt the infidel and the ſenſualiſt, if you yield 
to their ſolicitations, we cannot ſo properly ſay, that you 
renounce your principles, as that you have no good 
principles at all. Perhaps thoſe are leſs dangerous 
enemies to Chriſtianity, who reject the whole, than thoſe 
who in private pretend the higheſt regard for it, and 
dare not openly avow it. Talk not of the prudence 
or expedience of temporizing, as if you could increaſe 
your uſefulneſs by an occaſional compliance. Accord- 
ing to your plan, © the noble army of martyrs” acted 
a fooliſh part, and it would have been better for the 
Church if they had ſpared their blood. But, ſurely, 
God will be more honoured by your ſteadfaſt adherence 
to his cauſe, than by your cowardly deſertion of it. 
What, though you are under obligations to thoſe, who 
with ro gain you over to their notions or cuſtoms ? 
Endeavour to convince them, that you are not un- 
mindful of their kindneſs, but that you owe more to 
God, than to them, Appeal to the reaſon of thoſe, 
who would ſeduce you, «© Whether it be right in the 
fight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye *.” Let no conſequences terrify you. 
Is ſhame, poverty, impriſonment, or even © the 
burning fiery furnace” more to be dreaded, than the 
frowns and fierce indignation of a juſt and omnipotent 
God? No: © Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more that they can do: 


* Acts rv. 19. 


but 
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but fear Him, who, after he hath killed, hath power 


to caſt into hell “.“ 

We might have thought that the bold confeſſion of 
theſe pious Hebrews, and their readineſs to ſuffer for 
the honour of Jehovah, would have changed the king's 
word, and reminded him of his former convictions, 
But he was the more exaſperated; and the Lord per- 
mitted his pride and rage to break forth with the ut- 
molt violence, on purpoſe to ſhew how weak and con- 
temptible this furious adverſary was, and to diſplay his 
own mighty power, which wrought effectually in ſup- 
porting his oppreſſed ſervants. While Nebuchadnezzar, 
therefore, was tranſported to an inconceivable degree 
of madneſs, and the furnace was heated ſeven times 
more than uſual, theſe holy men preſerved their com- 
poſure, nor once ſhrunk from their reſolution. The 
flames, which were ſo fierce as inſtantly to conſume 
their executioners, had no terror to them. They yield- 
ed their bodies to martyrdom, and, “ for conſcience 
towards God,” went down undiſmayed into the midſt 
of the fire. | 

A glorious company, in different ages of the church, 
have followed their example; nor has the Goſpel had a 
ſtronger confirmation of its truth and importance than 
the patience, courage, and exultation of thoſe, who 
have dared to die in its defence, The force of this 
argument has been felt; and therefore, the blood of 
the martyrs” has been called © the ſeed of the Church,” 
from which a large increaſe has been produced. To 
men of worldly views, indeed, thoſe, who ſuffer for 


* Luke xii. 4, 5. + Dan. ii. 47. 
| _ righteouſneſs 
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righteouſneſs ſake, appear to act moſt abſurdly. And 
ſo they do, if this life be all. But if there be a heaven 
and a hell, their wiſdom will ſoon be manifeſt, and their 
bittereſt perſecutors will be conſtrained to admire 
their conduct, and to ſay, © We fools accounted their 
life madneſs; and their end to be without honour; 
How are they numbered among the children of God, 
and their lot is among the ſaints“! 

A burning fiery furnace may ſeem terrible: and ter- 
rible indeed it is to thoſe, who have no God to ſup- 
port them in it. Are you not afraid, then, of “ the de- 
vouring fire,” of © everlaſting burnings,” and of 


ec the lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone ?”” Do 


they excite no dread? Or will you not inquire, How 


| ſhall we eſcape? What will it avail you, to enjoy the 


honours and pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon, if you muſt 
ſoon lie down in torment and deſpair ? 

It is not probable, that you will incur any heavy 
calamity by a faithful confeſſion of Chriſt; for theſe are 
not times of violent perſecution. But your ſincerity 
will be brought to the teſt; and if you are unwilling 
to ſuffer the leaſt inconvenience for your religion, you 
are utterly unlike the examples before us. How 
would you have ſtood © the fiery trial,” which they 
endured? Or how do you anſwer the deſcription of a 
diſciple of Chriſt, “ denying himſelf, and taking up 
his croſs daily? But if you deſire © to keep yourſelves 
unſpotted from the world,” —to © follow the Lamb, 


whitherſoever he goeth,” the preſent hiſtory ſhould in- 
creaſe your belief and hope, while you obſerve the 


® Wil. v. 4. 5. 
| | gracious 
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gracious interpoſition of God for the deliverance of his 
ſervants. N 

Perhaps it ſhould be conſidered as their greateſt de- 
liverance, that they were not carried away with the 
ſtream of general corruption, and were ſtrengthened 
to reſiſt the king's commandment, and to continue 
« faithful unto death.” But we are called to view a 
ſignal exhibition of the divine Providence in their pre- 
ſervation, The mighty men of Nebuchadnezzar's 
army were conſumed at the entrance of the furnace 
but the three Jews fell down unhurt, and in the midſt 
of the flames were ſupported by that faith, which 
« quenched the violence of fire“. Not even a hair 
of their heads was ſinged; no ſmell of burning paſſed 
upon their garments. The bands, indeed, by which 
they were tied, were broken, for they walked looſe in 
the fire; and there probably they enjoyed ſuch heavenly 
conſolations, as they had never known before. Their 
omnipotent Redeemer favoured them with his own im- 
mediate preſence: for a glorious Perſonage accompani- 
ed them, whoſe form reſembled the Son of God. This 
effectually ſubdued the fury of the king: he ſaw it to 
bis own utter aſtoniſhment ; and, inſtantly calling forth 
the perſecuted ſaints from their priſon, he reſtored them 
to honour, directed the attention of his ſubjeAs to their 
miraculous preſervation, and enjoined, that none ſhould 
dare to ſpeak againſt the God, who had done ſuch 
wonderful things, 

We do not aſſert, that any ſimilar interpoſition is to 
be expected or deſired. But this ſtands as an eminent 


* Heb. xi. 34. 2 
proo 
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proof of the faithfulneſs and tender compaſſion of God 
to his oppreſſed people in their deepeſt diſtreſſes. Ne- 
ver was there a more ſtriking illuſtration, or exact 
completion of that promiſe, © When thou walkeſt 
through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burned, neither ſhall 
the flame kindle upon thee *.“ And to vs alſo the gra- 
cious declaration extends. To beitevers in every age 
and nation Jehovah ſays, I will be with thee, I 
will deliver thee.” Be confident of this, then, that He 
will extricate you out of all your difficulties : only ſub- 
mit the time and the means to His ſovereign appoint- 
ment. The intended help may be delayed, for the ex- 
erciſe of your faith, and for a brighter diſplay of the 
power, veracity, and loving kindneſs of your God. 
Do not complain, or be diſcouraged, if you ſhould 
ſuffer to the lateſt hour: He, in whom you truſt, will 
plead your cauſe, and call you forth to far greater ho- 
nour, than Nebuchadnezzar did theſe pious Hebrews: 
He will place you at his own right hand for evermore. 
What a glorious company will there be, when all the 
ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return to Zion! Then it 
will be ſaid, © Theſe are they, who came out of great 
tribulation +;” and if you would be numbered with 
them, like Moſes you muſt © chuſe rather to ſuffer af- 
flict ion with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of ſin for a ſeaſon 4. 

It is obſervable, that, however the ſituations 3 cir- 
cumſtances of men vary, the ſame temptations have 
been offered in different ages. The integrity of the 
ancient ſaints and of the firſt Chriſtians was attacked, 


Iſa. xliü. 2. + Rev. vii. 14. f Heb. xi. 25. 


in 
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in a way ſimilar to that, by which we ourſelves are 
tried. The language of the world has uniformly been, 
« Come with us: Do as we do; worſhip at our altars; 
and conform to our cuſtoms.” You, who follow the 
Lord Chriſt, muſt be prepared to anſwer. To be con- 
ſiſtent with your own principles, ſince you profeſs to 
« renounce the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world,” you mult hazard every conſequence, and be 
willing to ſuffer martyrdom itſelf, And let even your 
enemies declare, whether it is not a more honourable 
part to ſtand faſt, through a firm reliance upon God, in 
defiance of death, than to deſert his ſervice, as if you 
had found him a hard maſter. 

Perhaps, when you have cheerfully given up all 
things for God, He may reſtore them to you, as He did 
to theſe ancient worthies. Be that, however, as it 
may, you ſhall receive an hundred-fold in the world to 
come for all that you may now be deprived of. Then 
pray to God, that © in all your ſufferings here upon 
earth, for the teſtimony of His truth, you may ſtead- 
faſtly look up to heaven, and by faith behold the glory, 
that ſhall be revealed.” Amen. 


Collect for Saint Stephen's day. 
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B E L S HAZ Zz AR. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Balſhazzar, grandſon of Nebuchadnezzar, befieged by Cyrus 
held an intemperate feaſl—introduced the holy veſſels, 
in profane contempt of Fehovah—/ſuddenly confounded by a 
hand- coril ing reproved by Daniel — bimſelf ſlain that 
night, and Babylon taken by the Medes and Perſians. 


Las oreat, Almighty Governor of the world 1s but 
little known or acknowledged amongſt us. Though 


He be not far from every one of us*,” and we are 


conſtrained to feel our dependence upon Him for every 
breath we draw, yet who inquires, © Where is God my 


"Maker +?” Is it becauſe He is inviſible, that we dare 


to neglect, diſhonour, and provoke Him ? Do we not 
perceive his footſteps on every ſide ? Has not he fre- 
quently made bare his holy arm, and diſplayed the 
glory of his majeſty, and the terrors of his juſ- 


| tice, by the moſt awful judgments? Yes; He hath 


at different times compelled the moſt obdurate ſinners, 


by ſome tremendous events or appearances, to confeſs 


and dread his power. When © the voice of his thun- 


der is in the heaven; when the lightnings lighten the 


world; when the earth itſelf trembles and ſhakes ,“ 
who does not feel a ſenſe of God upon his ſoul? The 
effect, indeed, is often momentary, If a calm ſucceed 


* Acts xvii. 27. + Job xxxv. 10. f Pſal. IXxvii. 18. 
the 
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the _—_ commonly the perturbation of the mind 
ſubſides, and a careleſs indifference, a profane ſecurity-- 
takes place. 

How little are men affected with the tranſactions of 
palt ages, or with the denunciations of “ the wrath to 
come!“ Should one be ſent unto us from the dead, 
from the abodes of darkneſs and deſpair, to atteſt and 
deſcribe the torments prepared for the ungodly, a ter- 
rible alarm might be excited among us; yet even this 
would not be ſufficient to produce any genuine humili- 
ation and repentance, as our Lord has taught us“: 
and probably, if it were not repeated, in the next gene- 
ration it would be deſpiſed and laughed at, if not de- 
nied and diſbelie ved, as an idle tale, or the fooliſh re- 
very of a diſordered imagination. | 

The hiſtory before us will illuſtrate and confirm this 
obſervation. Is it poſſible, we are ready to aſk, that 
the miracles, which Nebuchadnezzar had beheld, ſhould 
ever be forgotten in the court of Babylon ? Let mat- 
ter of fact decide. Whatever might be the effect upon 
that monarch, it does not appear that any ſtrong im- 
preſſion was made upon others, at leaſt not for any 
continuance, even in his own family. Belſhazzar, his 
grandſon, in the ſcriptures called his fon, (which ex- 
preſſion implies only an immediate deſcendant) inſtead 
of learning righteouſneſs from the divine judgments, 
ſeemed to advance to a higher pitch of profaneneſs 
chan Nebuchadnezzar himſelf; and, being ſuddenly cut 


down in his iniquity, he has exhibited in his deſtruction 
| the tremendous juſtice of our God. 


| | * Lake xvi. 31. | 
e | Ff 2 Perhaps 
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Perhaps ſome perſons may caſt their eyes upon theſe 
pages, who, according to their meaſure and ability, 
reſemble Belſhazzar in a daring contempt of God. O 
that we could prevail upon them to attend to this ex- 

" ample, not in the way of reading a ſtrange ſtory to 
gratify their curioſity, but with the view of receiving 
inſtruction of a moſt intereſting nature! Here they 
may ſee the odiouſneſs of their own character and con- 
duct, and the danger to which they are expoſed. The 
caſe is recorded as a ſolemn warning to all ſucceeding 
ages, to reſtrain preſumptuous tranſgreſſors, and con- 
vince them that there is a God in heaven, who judgeth 
the earth. May he diſplay his power among ourſelves, 
not to deſtroy but to ſave ſinners! May they tremble 
like Belſhazzar, when they perceive the ſentence of 
condemnation iſſued out againſt them; and may they 
feel, what we fear he did not, that “ godly forrow, 
which worketh repentance to ſalvation!“ | 

Years befre The only account, given of him in the 
Chritt, 535 ſcriptures, repreſents him as a boldoffender, 
in a ſhameleſs ſcene of lewdnefs, intemperance, and 
blaſphemy . If we advert to the ſituation of his af- 
fairs at that time, his conduct will appear the more 
atrocious, He had been already overcome in a ſet 
battle by Cyrus, the General and Prince of the Medes 
and Perſians, and for two years had been cloſely be- 
ſieged in his city f. But, inſtead of conſulting for the 
ſafety of his government, he was addicted to ſenſual 
pleaſures. Babylon, indeed, had nothing to dread from 
the moſt formidable attack, defended as it was by its 


= Daniel v. 1, &, 4 Prideaux Connect. Part i. Book 2. 
| walls, 
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walls, bulwarks, gates of braſs, and eſpecially by the 
river Euphrates, and ſupplied with proviſions for twenty: 
years. Belſhazzar, therefore, confident of his own in- 
vincible ſtrength, laughed at the attempt of reducing” 
his capital. Thus he truſted to an arm of fleſh, and 
forgot what Nebuchadnezzar had learnt in ſuch a pain- 
ful manner, “ that the moſt High God ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whom- 
ſoever He will.” He would not be reſtrained in his 
career by the national diſtreſs; and at laſt he filled the 
meaſure of his iniquity, | 
A night was ſet apart for revelling, drunkenneſs, and 
all kinds of licentious mirth, with his wives, concubines, 
and a thouſand of his nobles. To this exceſs was 
added a high degree of profaneneſs, and an avowed 
contempt of Jehovah. The holy veſſels, which Ne- 
buchadnezzar had brought from the temple of Jeruſa- 
lem, were introduced at this riotous banquet, perhaps 
to raiſe an impious laugh againſt the captive Jews and 
the God they worſhipped. As the ſeventy years of 
their ſervitude were then drawing to a concluſion, they 
might probably have intimated an expectation of re- 
turning to their own land, and taking theſe ſacred uten- 
fals with them. In derifion both of them and their re- 
ligious ſervices, the veſſels were ſent for, and, we pre- 
ſume, many blaſphemous ſpeeches uttered upon the 
occaſion, For, while the gueſts drank their wine out 
of thoſe very cups and bowls, which had been dedi- 
cated to Jehovah, they ſeemed to bid defiance to Him, 
by praiſing their own ſenſeleſs idols. 
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Is there nothing of a fimilar ſpirit and conduct 


amongſt ourſelves? Are there no advocates for lewd- 


neſs and intemperance? Are there none, who © run 
to the ſame exceſs of riot,” and boaſt that they are 
under no control, as if they had a right to gratify their 
paſſions? Are there not thoſe too, who will not be 
reſtrained from their revellings by difficukies or dif- 
treſſes in their familics or their buſineſs; or who arro- 
cantly ſuppoſe, that nothing ſhall prevent or imbitter 
their ſenſual enjoyments? They ſay in their hearts, 
ce Soul, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry ;”” and, 
e ſhall have peace, though I walk in the imagination 
of mine heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt.” May we 
not aſk, then, Where 1s the difference between you 
asd Belſhazzar, except it be that you have not the op- 
portunity of ſipning in ſo extenſive a manner, as the 
king of Babylon ? | 

Does it not alſo make a part of your entertainment 
to ſcoff at religion and thoſe who profeſs it? O be- 
ware, what you do! You may excite a fooliſh laugh 
among your companions, by throwing out profane jeſts 
in contempt of divine things, while the cup of intem- 
perance goes round : but ſuch ſcoffs are ferious matters, 
and moſt awful in their conſequences. They hurt not 
thole, at whom they are levelled : but ſhortly they 
will be like poiſoned arrows in your own breaſts, and 
<« drink up. your ſpirit.” For by ſuch wanton mirth 
you blaſpheme the God of Heaven. He will take 
up the cauſe, and avenge the inſult put upon his 
name, | 


Notwithſtanding 


n 239 
Notwithſtanding that eaſe and confidence, which 
ſome preſumptuous offenders poſſeſs, they may poſſibly, 
the very next inſtant, be overwhelmed with terror. Tt 
is only for God to give them a true ſight of their guilt, 
and to rouſe their conſcience to its proper office ; and 
all their courage would immediately forſake them; 
their licentious ſongs would be changed for howlings of 
deſpair, and they would feel ſuch inexpreſſible miſery, 
as would be an awful preſage and anticipation of their 
final deſtruction. In the preſent example we obſerve, 
that God has a ſecret and powerful acceſs to the minds 
of the moſt obdurate ſinners, and can ſoon turn © their 
laughter to mourning, and their joy to heavineſs.” 
We behold Belſhazzar, in the midſt of his jollity and 
mirth, arraigned, convicted, fentenced, and confound- 
ed. THis infolence and profaneneſs were ſuddenly re- 
preſſed; and he, who one moment ſeemed to challenge 
earth and heaven, the next was obliged to ſtand and 
tremble like a criminal at the bar of juſtice. He ſaw 
a Hand put forth and writing upon the wall of his pa- 
lace; and, though he could not read the characters, 
© his countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, ſo that the joints of his lojns were looſed, 
and his knees ſmote one againſt another.” He cried 
aloud for the Magi to come and explain the Phenome- 
non, and when he perceived that they were unable to 
give any interpretation, his horror increaſed, and his 
nobles were all aſtoniſhed. 

It may appear ſtrange, that he mould be ſo terrified 
by certain unintelligible marks: for why might they 
not be * to foretel good ſucceſs? The caſe was, 
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he had an accuſer and a judge within ; © his thoughts 
troubled him.” The immediate influence of God upon- 
his mind excited this alarm: and thus, in an inſtant, 
He can arreſt the moſt abandoned ſinner, only by mak- 
ing © his thoughts to trouble him.” Many are ſtop- 
ped in their mad career, not indeed by the ſame means 
as Belſhazzar, but as evidently by the power of God, 
as if his hand were ſeen imprinting their ſentence on the 
wall. A great part of thoſe, who are converted to 
God in righteouſneſs, are affected in a ſimilar way, 
when by ſome awful event, a ſolemn word of admoni- 
tion, or their own ſerious recollections, being awakened 
out of their ſtupor, they firſt perceive their wretched 
condition. © Their thoughts trouble them,” at the 
remembrance of their offences, under a conviction of 
deſerving eternal puniſhment, and from an apprehen- 


ſion of impending deſtruction: and then the very per- 


ſons, who a little before, poſſibly, were blaſpheming 


God, cry out with unutterable anguiſh, © Lord, what 


wilt thou have me to do?” A change of this kind 1s 


matter of joy, as it ſuggeſts the hope of repentance and 
falvation, But the terror, of which we ſpeak, is not 


in itſelf deſirable, nor do all, who feel it, turn out real 
penitents. In ſome an abſolute deſpair ſucceeds ; and 
they experience upon earth a meaſure of that tor- 
ment, which awaiteth them in the world to come. 
Could we follow them to that ſtate, we ſhould there alſo 
obſerve, that ** their thoughts trouble them,” and that 
they are conſtrained to gnaſh their teeth, through the 
inward horror of their minds: for God will ſet all their 


ſins in array before them. We cannot, indeed, form 
| any 
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any ſuitable conceptions of their miſery : but the little 
we do know will juſtify our earneſtneſs in warning men 
to © eſcape the damnation of hell.” | 
The confuſion of the king being publiſhed through 
the palace, the queen (probably his mother) entered 
the apartment ; and, by her advice, Daniel the pro- 
phet of Jehovah was ſent for. As the principal officer, 
he tranſacted the affairs of government; yet it ſhould 
ſeem, that his company had not been much reliſhed in 
Belſhazzar's court; for the prince addreſſed him, as if 
he had been a ſtranger to his character. But we have 
often remarked, that the preſence and converſation of 
miniſters and other holy perſons, who were diſliked 
and avoided in a time of caſe and proſperity, have been 
eagerly deſired in ſickneſs and diſtreſs. Nor ſhould 
they be unwilling to attend, and bear a faithful teſti- 
mony, even in ſuch affliftive caſes. Daniel proceeded 
without heſitation to fix a charge of guilt upon the 
royal criminal, convicting him of pride, intemperance, 
and impicty, and repreſenting his wickedneſs, as high- 
ly aggravated by his contempt of the judgments inflict- 
ed on his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar. He then read 
and interpreted the awful ſentence written on the wall, 
Mert, Mene, TEEKEL, UPnarsSIN, which declared, 
that the Almighty Sovereign was bringing the king- 
dom of Babylon to a concluſion, that He had weighed 
the haughty monarch in the balances, and had found 
him wanting; and therefore that his dominion was 
about to be transferred to the Medes and Perſians. 
Where is the ſinner, whoſe conſcience could remain 
calm and ſerene under ſuch a reproof as this? Be per- 


ſuaded 
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ſuaded to conſider your own ſtate and character. What 
has been your manner of life ? and what is your hope 
towards God? Have you not © walked according to 
the courſe of this world, fulfilling the deſires of the 


| fleſh and of the mind?” Perhaps you have alſo been, 


like Belſhazzar, inſenſible of all the judgments, which 
God has inflicted, You have ſeen one bold offender 
or another deſtroyed by the divine viſitation, and yet 
have never been truly alarmed for yourſelves. You 
may have heard of thoſe, even among your own fami- 
lies, who have been ſuddenly checked in their career 


of {in and turned to God, through ſome heavy cala- 


mity ; and yet you harden your hearts, and refuſe to 
ſubmit. © The God, in whoſe hand your breath is, 


and whoſe are all your ways, have you not glorified,” 


Do you preſume, that, as Belſhazzar's was a ſingu- 
lar caſe, and as no ſuch reproof is addreſſed unto you, 
there is no need for you to. be terrified? Surely you 
forget, that in the book of God there is a hand-writing 
ſent from Him, which expreſsly condemns you. It 
declares, that © you are weighed in the balances, and 
are found wanting; - wanting in obedience to every 
command, wanting in every relation, wherein you have 
ſtood towards God and man; wanting, according to 
the demands of the Goſpel, as well as of the law. And 
is there no ſentence denounced againſt you? If you 
will not read for yourſelves, be prevailed on to attend 
to thoſe, who will explain it to you. Your days are 
numbered, and your time of grace is drawing to a con- 
cluſion. God hath made trial of you, and you are 
proved deſective, throughout; and ſoon fhall your 

8 beloved 
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beloved poſſeſſions be taken from you, and beſtowed 
upon another. What then remains? or what awaits 
you beyond the grave? When you appear before God 
in judgment, what can you expect from Him, but in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh? You 
will there find, that the divine threatenings are not, as 
you now pretend, mere idle bugbears, which terrify 
only weak minds, but that they will be executed in full 
weight and meaſure. | 

Belſhazzar ſtands as a witneſs of the faithfulneſs of 
God in bringing his menaces to effect The boldneſs 
and ſecurity of ſinners will not ſcreen them, but may 
rather be conſidered as an awſul preſage of their ap- 
proaching ruin. * For when they ſhall fay, Peace and 
ſafety; then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they ſhall not 
eſcape *. This was remarkably fulfilled in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, Immediately after Daniel's ſolemn de- 
clarations, in that very night when the riotous feaſt was 
kept, the enemies, who were beſieging the city, took 
the opportunity, and by a very ſingular ſtratagem, hav- 
ing turned the courſe of the river, ruſhed in through 
the channel, The gates being careleſsly (or ſhall we 
not fay, providenrially ?) left open, through the intem- 
perance that prevailed in the town, they met with no 
obſtruction, They entered the palace, where the aſlo- 
nſhed king and his nobles were inſtantly put to the 
ſword; and thus the Medes and Perſians became poſ- 
icſfors of that extenſive dominion F With Belſhazzar 
the power and pride of Babylon periſhed together; 


© 1 TheT. v.42. + Xenoph. Cyrop. Lib. vii, 4 
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and all its boaſted magnificence was ſoon after ſo en- 
tirely deſtroyed, that the very traces of it cannot be 
now found, 

Here we behold the wiſdom as well as the juſtice of 
God. All this had been repeatedly and circumſtanti- 
ally foretold by the prophets Iſaiab, Jeremiah, Habak- 
kuk, and Daniel. . The very people, who ſhould ac- 
compliſh this event, were pointed out at the time, when 
the whole appeared in the higheſt degree improbable; 
— Cyrus, the General, was ſpecified by name, nearly 
two hundred years before ;—the very method of taking 
the city, by turning the waters of the great river into 
different ſtreams, and thus drying up its channel, was 
deſcribed ; and it was farther predicted, that it ſhould 
be done ſuddenly, by night, at a ſeaſon of great diſſi- 
pation, while the king and his mighty men were en- 
gaged in a drunken carouſal *, Recſpecting the fall of 
Babylon, therefore, we are conſtrained to ſay, “ This 
hath God done; for we perceive it was His work.” 
He beholds at one view whatever ſhall come to pals 
from age to age: and © His counſels of old are faith- 
fulneſs and truth,” This deſtruction He appointed, 
as, a puniſhment to the oppreſſors of his people, for 
their pride, cruelty, love of pleaſures, and idolatry. 
It was © the vengeance of the Lord the vengeance 
of His temple f. O let his enemies fear before Him, 


2nd his ſervants rejoice in the certainty of 1 pro- 
mies? 


* Ifa. xiii. 6—22. xxi, 2—10. xlv. 1-3. xlvii, 1, Kc. 
Jer. J. 1, &c. li. r, &c. Prid. Connect. Pait i, Book 2. Biſhop 
Lowth, on Ifa. xiii, xxi. & xly. 

7 Jer. H. 11. 

Where, 


BELSHAZZAR, _ a 

Where, then, is the pomp of this haughty monarch ? 
e caſt out of his grave like an abominable branch, 
and as the raiment of thoſe that are lain, thruſt 
through with a ſword, that go down to the ſtones of 
the pit; as a carcaſe trodden under feet . Here we 
pauſe, and follow Belſhazzar no further. We have 
ſeen him cut off in his iniquity by the immediate judg- 
ment of God: and is there nothing in this hiſtory, 
which excites an alarm? Is there not a voice, which 
proclaims aloud, © Be ye alſo ready: and © Take 
heed to yourſelves, leſt at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with ſurfeiting, and drunkenneſs, and cares 
of this life, and ſo that day come upon you unawares f ?”? 
You have known ſimilar examples in your own days, 
of thoſe, who have been ſuddenly deſtroyed in their 
intemperance, their blaſphemy, and their uncleanneſs; 
and their deſtruction diſplays the hand of God, as evi- 
dently as Belſhazzar's did. What effect have theſe 
things upon you? Is it no matter of dread to be 
called away in ſuch a ſtate? thus to be hurried from 
the noiſe of revelling and profaneneſs to the tribunal of 
a righteous God? If, indeed, there were no eternity, 
no judgment to come, there would be no great cauſe to 
tremble; but, O impenitent ſinners, a far more tre- 
mendous ſentence, than that of Belſhazzar, hangs over 
your heads. Your friends and miniſters, therefore, 
who love you, may well be pained for you, and muſt 
faithfully admoniſh you, whether you will hear, or 
whether you will forbear, that the time of final retri- 
bution 1s nigh, the day of the Lord's vengeance, when 


* Ia. xiv. 19. + Luke xii. 49. xxi. 3+ bi 
13 
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his wrath ſhall ſmoke againſt every one, who dies in 
his iniquity. O turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance |! | 
If the ſolemn warning has produced its proper in- 
fluence, and you have found mercy with God through 
his Covenant, how inexpreſſible are your obligations to 
Him! You would have periſhed, even as others, but 
He has had compaſſion upon you, © for his own name's 
ſake,” and with a mighty hand has redeemed you to 
himſelf, that you may be a people for his praiſe. O 
tell of his loving kindneſs, and let your whole conduct 
declare the ſincerity and the warmth of your gratitude 
to Him! | | 
Nay, if you are only juſt rouſed to a really ſpiritual 
concern, and you begin to tremble for your danger, we 
would ſuggeſt matter of encouragement and comfort 
to you. Your very fears may be ſalutary, a token 
that God is calling you to repentance. Only be will- 
ing to apply the remedy, which the Goſpel preſcribes, 
Behold the Saviour, who hath ** made reconciliation 
for iniquity,” and © redeemed us fiom the curſe of the 
law, being made a curſe for us“. Jeſus hath © blotted 
out THE HAND-WkITING, that was againſt us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nail- 
ing it to his croſs F.” Through Him, therefore, you 
have a full diſcharge. O believe, and be ſaved: re- 
Joice, and give thanks, for the glorious hope, which 
1s ſet before you through Jeſus Chriſt ! 
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®* Dan. ix. 24. Gal. iii. 13. + Col. ii. 14. 


DANIEL, 


D. I. 


CH AP. XVIII. 


Daniel, his ſituation as a Fewiſh priſoner at Babylon— 
eminent for wiſdom—interpreted Nebuchadnezzar's vi- 
ion promoted — maintained his integrity—not accuſed, 
like his three friends —explained the king's dream re- 
proved Belſhazzar - prime miniſter under Darius 
hated for his piety—worſhipped God, contrary to the 
king's edit caſt into the lions den—reſcued, and re- 
flored to honour —faſted and prayed—received ſingular 
revelations probably obtained the releaſe of the Jews — 
died in Chaldea. oY 


Pons and undefiled religion” is not confined to 
men of any one rank or ſituation in life. Some places, 
indeed, ſeem like an unfavourable ſoil for the growth 
of this noble plant; yet, notwithſtanding difficulties, - 
it has been known to flouriſh in all. The grace of 
God is ſufficient to preſerve us, let our circumſtances 

be whatever they may; and without ſuch aſſiſtance we 
are no where ſecure. 

Not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called“; but we can re- 
ſer to ſome perſons of this deſcription, in almoſt every 
age, who have been eminently pious, and whom God 
raiſed up for peculiar ſervices to his Church. Their 


* 1 Cor. i. 26. 
excellence 
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excellence ſtands confeſſed by all; for their examples 
thine with a degree of luſtge ſuperior to others, in pro- 
portion to their elevation. The view of ſuch a cha- 
racter, though far advanced above us, may tend to ex- 
cite us to greater animation and diltgence in the work 
of the Lord. The preſent hiſtory will exhibit One 
thus highly diſtinguiſhed by rank and goodneſs. Let 
us acknowledge our own cowardice, coldneſs, and in- 
activity; let us learn to exert our utmoſt ability for 
the honour of our God and Saviour, and at the ſame 
time to walk unblameably © in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe nation ;”—while we contemplate and ad- 
mire the abundant grace, which reſted upon Daxter, 
May we poſſeſs a meaſure of his ardour in prayer, his 
aſſurance of faith, his firmneſs and purity of conduct, 
that we alſo may © ſhine as lights in the world!“ 
Daniel was among the few faithful witneſſes, who 
were raiſed up for the ſupport of true religion during 
the captivity of the Jews in Chaldea. He was a de- 
ſcendant of David, and therefore, the relation, as well 
as intimate aſſociate, of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 
nego. N 
Like them he was taken at an early age as a pri- 
ſoner of war to Babylon, where he very ſoon became 
eminent for his wiſdom and piety . Ezekiel, who 
lived and propheſied at the ſame period, and in the 
ſame circumſtances, though probably much older, 
ſpake of him with the higheſt commendations. When 
reproving the king of Tyre for a conceit of his own 
underſtanding, he ſaid, © Thou art wiſer than Da- 


* Dan. i. 1, &c. 1 
niel.” 
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niel *.“ He has alſo ſet him on a level with Noah and 
Job, as one of thoſe, who nad the greateſt intereſt in 
heaven, whoſe prayers were moſt effectual f. 

Daniel, who was diſtinguiſhed betimes, continued 
to maintain an honourable character through the ſeve- 
ral reigns of Nebuchadnezzar, Eſarhaddon, Belſhazzar, 
Darius, and Cyrus. Some remarkable events were 
accompliſhed in his time; for he ſaw the awful dif- 
treſſes of his conquered and enſlaved countrymen, and, 
after dwelling with them at Babylon during the ſeventy 
years of their captivity, he beheld their reſtoration, 
which had been ſo frequently predicted. 

Yee bene He was choſen, among other children 
Clit, 607. ce jn whom was no blemiſh,” that, after a 
proper degree of preparation, he might wait upon the 
king. In ſuch a ſituation, ſurrounded with 1dolaters, 
he had every temptation to forget and renounce the 
religion of his fathers ; but even there his conſcientious 
regard to it very ſoon appeared. With his three pious 
companions, he refuſed to partake of the proviſions, 
appointed him from the royal table, becauſe he would 
not conform to the ſenſuality or the ſuperſtition of the 
Heathens, and therefore requeſted that he might be 
ſupported only with pulſe and water. In the mean 
time he carefully attended to the ſtudies, which were 
enjoined, as a qualification for future uſefulneſs. While 
he thus ated upon right principles, though his ſcru- 
ples might ſeem to expoſe him to heavy cenſures, he 
doubted not a happy iſſue. Nor was he diſappointed : 
* God brought him into favour” with his Tutor; 
© Ezek. xxvin. 3. + xiv. 14. 


You. IL - G g and, 


= 4 x; . K 

py 2 * — * « a 
5 —— 4 — 
— #: £55 6 Es 2 


* 32 — * — 
— 3323 - « 
_ 2 - 
” " - wa 8 
S ” 
- — — — 


_ 
| l =——- — — = — | l . 
S 2 5 2 5 — — R 3 og 8 — > — = 
by En ——_— "RIS 22 a >, To _ - Z 
— . = — — — - 3239 AX \ x — >< tr no . 
— = _ * — SO — 4 22222 oY Þ 7 - - l - — \ - EP 
2 — 2 - a 2 1 r = 1 * * 8 — L 222 > : 
* e CE „ ray rar. * > te 2 : = = 8 = - 4 — — —— —— ** — r 
— — er "LEY 3 * WE While... >» 4 w—_+ YL —_— _” 5 7 head a = — — — * — — * — = — 8 1 — — 
- 73 8 IE 2 — —— — * — - 2 2 c 2 22 - - — 1 2 — * 4 * 2 F” > - — k \ - - — 2 
: > - Es = CEO a Oh Eg ESSE — - . — — Eg oh ao. — = ———— Rr —-—̃ © oo A oy, | 
u 3 2 22 + ns _ ++ 4.7 : < - — — — — = = kx = . CE "Sl. wag. x b $ - - — ED = 
2 = 2 k —_— = - = 5 - 7 ; I Y a mt _ * * 4 — K 
& * 222 p = , ; 3 - - * IA: : 2 ; : * pr . | 
—_ s 2 22 . _—_ © omg — ho... Pg ” — — — F< . 5 
2 4 : 2 a = 4 


450 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


and, though he lived abſtemiouſly, he enjoyed more 
vigorous health, than thoſe, who had the richeſt food. 
The Lord alſo gave him ſuch a portion of wiſdom, as 
far exceeded that of the moſt eminent perſons in Chal- 
dea, and excited the aſtoniſhment of the king, 

It is pleaſing to obſerve this tenderneſs of conſcience, 
this abhorrence of evil, and firm attachment to true 
religion, in young people. How rare are ſuch exam- 


ples! What, in general, do we ſee at that age, but ig- 


norance, thoughtleſſneſs, love of pleaſure, and intem- 
perance? But is it not your concern, as much as it 
was Daniel's, to © remember your Creator in the days 
of your youth?“ Do you, then, refuſe to conform to 
thoſe cuſtoms and maxims of the world, which you 
know or ſuſpect to be wrong? Are you not, rather, 
eagerly deſirous of every ſenſual indulgence, and ready 
to yield to every temptation? Is this the conduct 


you can juſtify? Or is it right to ſacrifice every good 
Principle to a weak and fooliſh compliance with your 


company? Would you plead, as fome do, that your 
time of life is the proper ſeaſon for gaiety and the 
gratification of your appetite, and that it will be ſoon 
enough to attend to that gloomy thing, Religion, when 
the ſtrength and importunity of your paſſions are 
abated? What an avowed contempt of God, to call 
his ſervice gloom and melancholy, as if He were a 
hard Maſter, and unworthy of the vigorous exertions 


of your beſt days! Or, how can you imagine that He 


will accept you, when you renounce your ſins, not 
of choice, but only becauſe you can follow them no 
longer ? 


You 


| 
{ 
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You are deterred from a conſcientious regard to your 
duty, through the fear of difficulties. But theſe are 
either created or increaſed by your own unbelief; for 
in general thoſe ſuffer leaſt, who are moſt firm in their 
obedience to God. If you be attentive to your pro- 
per work, you will receive all needful affiſtance and 
ſupport : perhaps God will give you favour with your 
enemies, as he did Daniel. 

An incident ſoon occurred, which proved the faith 
of Daniel, and paved the way for his advancement. 
The king Nebuchadnezzar, being perplexed by a ſin- 
gular dream, the particulars of which he could not even 
recollect, commanded all his wife men to be deſtroyed, 
becauſe they could not declare or interpret it“. Daniel 
muſt have periſhed among the reſt, had not the pious 
youth engaged his three companions to join with him 
in earneſt prayer, that the ſecret might be revealed, 
Accordingly, in anſwer to their petitions, Daniel ob- 
tained the deſired information, and with warmeſt gra- 
titude aſcribed the glory to the God of heaven. He 
related with an aſtoniſhing exactneſs the various parts 
and circumſtances of the viſion, and gave a minute 
explanation of each, With great courage and fidelity, 
he then called upon the proud monarch to adore the 
omniſcience and ſovereignty of Jehovah, from whom 
he had derived all his dominion, and who had conde- 
icended to make known to him ſome important events 
to come. Daniel was immediately acknowledged as a 
prophet of the only true God, and raiſed to a ſtate of 
high dignity : from that time he preſided as © Ruler 


Dan. ii. 1, &c. 
Gg 2 over 
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over the whole province of Babylon, and fat in the 
gate of the king.” So large a recompence did his piety 
receive | Fa 

Power, riches, and honours, were heaped upon the 
Jewiſh captive : but was this a ſituation to be envied ? 
Or did he maintain his integrity amidſt the ſplendours 
of a Babylonian court? We have heard of ſo many 
inſtances, in which proſperity has been fatal to the 
ſouls of men, that we wonder to ſee any, who are riſing 
in the world, continue to poſſeſs the life and vigour of 
religion. God and his cauſe are forgotten and deſpiſed, 
in order to obtain or preſerve the ſmiles of a corrupt 
and wicked generation. Man, that is in honour, 
and underſtandeth not, is like the beaſts that periſh *. 
« How hardly ſhall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God ef!“ Such being the ſnares of great- 
neſs, it is highly neceſſary to warn thoſe of their danger, 
who have the proſpect of preferment. Beware, leſt 
you give up your principles through fear or ſhame, Is 
this a needleſs caution? Have not many, who in af- 
fiction and diſtreſs diſcovered the faireſt appearances 
of real godlineſs, in eaſe and proſperity renounced 
their ſeriouſneſs, and violated their molt folemn vows, 
content to leave the duties of devotion to thoſe who 
cannot enjoy life? © In all time of our wealth, Good 
Lord, deliver us!“ 

Are we then, it is aſked, to reject the offers of ad- 
vancement, or to reſign thoſe benefits and poſſeſſions, 
which are put into our hands ? This we did not affert. 
Religion requires not a total retirement from the 


* Pſal. xlix. 20. + Mar. x. 23. 
world, 


DANIEL, - = 
world, or a moroſe refuſal of its comforts. We en- 
treat you only to be faithful to God according to your 
place and abilities; and then, we allow, the more ex- 
alted your rank, the more enlarged will your uſeful- 
| neſs be. | 

Such was the bright pattern before us. His higheſt 
elevation abated not his pious fervour, but rather ren- 
dered it more conſpicuous. He forgot not his three 
beloved companions ; for at his requeſt they were all 
promoted to honour. When called to interpret the 
dream, which predicted the king's expulſion from his 
throne and from human ſociety, though overwhelmed 
with aſtoniſhment and diſtreſs in the proſpect of ſo tre- 
mendous a judgment, he dared not to conceal or ta 
palliate the truth “. As the ſervant and miniſter of Je- 
hovah, he warned the haughty tyrant of his guilt and 
danger, and, neither courting his favour, nor dreading 
his diſpleaſure, exhorted him to immediate repentance. 
Break off,” ſaid he, © thy ſins by righteouſneſs, and 
thine iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor; if it 
may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.” We fear, 
that reproof or counſel, like this, is not common in a 
palace. Nay, in much lower ſituations, how few 
have the courage or firmneſs to admoniſh offenders, 
however urgent the caſe may be! A contrary ſpirit 
too frequently prevails : men are flattered in their fins, 
their conſciences lulled afleep, even while they are tot- 
tering on the brink of ruin: or if any terrors are ex- 
cited, pains are taken to quiet their apprehenſions, by 
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fooliſhly ſuggeſting, that many others are in a ſtill worſe 
condition, | 
Daniel gave a ſimilar, or rather a more evident 
proof of his integrity and faithfulneſs in the ſervice of 
his God, when required to read and interpret the hand- 
writing againſt Belſhazzar . With the utmoſt bold- 
neſs and intrepidity he arraigned the king as a guilty 
criminal, convicted him of an avowed and inſolent 
contempt of God, and then in the name of Jehovah 
pronounced the ſentence of his ſpeedy deſtruction. 
The miniſters of Chriſt are eſpecially concerned to poſ- 
ſeſs the like fidelity and zeal in the diſcharge of their 
office, without regard to their own private intereſt. 
It is incumbent on them, © to commend themſelves to 
every man's conſcience in the fight of God,” by a plain 
declaration of the truth, without reſerve or partiality, 
They muſt aſſert and explain the awful doom of ſin- 
ners; and, though they might wiſh to deliver a differ- 
ent meſiage, they muſt denounce © the wrath of God, 
which cometh upon the children of diſobedience,” —In 
this caſe their temporal emolument 1s not to be con- 
ſulted, for they ſhould remember, To whom they muſt 
give account. | | 
It deſerves our notice, that Daniel paid a ſerious and 
uniform attention to religion, and preſerved an holy, 
ſpiritual, and devout frame of mind, not only in an 
elevated rank, but alſo in a continual hurry of impor- 
tant buſineſs. The chief adminiſtration of the govern- 
ment was committed to him, for he ated during ſe- 
ycral ſucceſſive reigns as the firſt miniſter of ſtate. 


* Dan, v. 13, &c. 
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Yet, notwithſtanding that multiplicity of cares and 
engagements, 1n which this poſt involved him, he 
maintained the ſtricteſt regard to the ſervice of his God. 
After ſuch an inſtance, will any perſons mention their 
ſecular employments and avocations, the fatigues of 
trade, or concerns of a family, as an excuſe for negli- 
gence or remiſſneſs, in the profeſſion or practice of 
picty? © We have no time,” is the plea which many 
urge; but it is falſe. You are not diligent in turning 
to good account your ſcanty portions of leiſure, and 
you willingly ſuffer your opportunities for ſpiritual edi- 
fication to paſs by you unimproved. No wonder, then, 
that we perceive an awful declenſion in your fouls: 
Ah! how widely do you differ from the character of 
Daniel ! 

Yes bene Upon the death of Belſhazzar, an entire 
Coritt, 538. revolution in the affairs of Babylon took 
place. The Medes and Perſians then poſſeſſed the 
power, under the government of Darius. Yet ſuch 
was the reputation of Daniel for wiſdom and integrity, 
that he obtained the office of higheſt dignity and truſt, 
even in the new adminiſtration, and had the chief ma- 
nagement of that widely extended empire *. But, 
wherever any eminent degree of true religion has ap- 
peared, though in the moſt exalted ſtation, it has been 
the object of hatred and oppoſition. This is a ſtrong 
indication of the depravity of our nature, that real ho- 
lineſs, when exemplified in life, excites diſguſt and 
perſecution. Let thoſe, therefore, © who will live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus,” prepare for ſuffering, nor ſtagger in 


* Dan. vi. 1, &c. 
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their minds, if their principles and practice expoſe 
them to the ſevereſt trials. Only let them be ſolicitous 
to maintain the honour of their profeſſion, and © with 
well-doing put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men.“ 
The caſe of Daniel will inſtruct and encourage them. 

We do not read of any attempts or even objections 
againſt him, till the reign of Darius; but a conſpiracy 
was then formed to ſubvert and deſtroy him. The pre- 
ſidents and princes of the empire were offended with 
his exemplary piety, and fired with envious rage at his 
preferment. They endeavoured to bring ſome charge 
againſt him for miſmanagement of the public affairs: 
but ſuch were Daniel's probity, diligence, and atten- 
tion, in the duties of his function, that their malignant 
deſigns, on that ground, were fruſtrated. They de- 
termined, therefore, to make his religion the matter of 
their accuſation. What an honourable teſtimony they 
bore in his favour! We ſhall not find any occaſion 
againſt this Daniel, except we find it againſt him con- 
cerning the law of his God.“ 

This would be the ſtrongeſt recommendation of the 
Goſpel, if its advocates were, in like manner, ſo cir- 
cumſpect in their whole deportment, and ſo faithful in 
all their dealings, that their enemies ſhould be obliged 
to confeſs, there can be no juſt objections againſt them, 
except for their ſingularity in ſpiritual concerns. If 
you would: follow Chrift, or profeſs a regard for his 
truth, © walk in wiſdom toward them that are without; 
look well to every part of your behaviour in temporal 
affairs, and to all your engagements in the world. For 
many will narrowly ſcrutinize your conduct, and will 

re j qtce 
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rejoice to © find occaſion againſt you,” in your ſhops, 
your families, your various departments and occupa- 
tions. Should they diſcover any perfidiouſneſs, negle&, 
or inconſiſtency, they will not fail to bring it into pub- 

lic view, and reproach your principles and your aſſo- 


ciates with it. For the honour of God, therefore, en- 


deavour to diſappoint them; ſo that if they determine 
to accuſe you, they may have no other cauſe, than 
ce the law of your God,” and your ſteadfaſt adherence 
to Him. 

What, then, did Daniel's adverſaries deviſe againſt 
him? They intended to deprive him of the free exer- 
ciſe of his religion, or to take him off by a violent 
death, if he ſhould perſevere in the worſhip of Jehovah. 
In an artful manner they perſuaded the king to ſign a 
decree, which flattered his vanity, that whoſoever 
ſhould prefer a petition to any god or man, except 
to the reigning monarch, within the ſpace of thirty 
days, ſhould be caſt into a den of lions. An impious 
command indeed ; obedience to which would have been 
ſinful in the extreme. But could not the prophet 


evade the danger, without openly diſavowing his prin- 


ciples? There are thoſe, who aſſert, we ſhould always 
comply with the country and the company we are in; 
that by prudent management we may avoid perſecu- 
tion ;—that we need not acquaint others with our faith, 
and that it were better to keep it to ourſelves. Thus 
many plead for a conformity to the world, and paciſy 
their conſciences, while they renounce every import- 
ant poſition of the Goſpel, in compliment to thoſe, 


who know not God, or to fcreen themſelves from op- 


poſition. 
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poſition. Shall we allow, then, that real piety is of 
this pliant nature, that we may conceal it from all ob- 


ſervation, and that it contains nothing worth contending 
for? This would be to ſet aſide or explain away every 


doctrine and precept in the Bible. But we have 


not ſo learned Chriſt.” Our religion is the moſt valu- 
able and neceſſary concern: if it be any thing at all, it 
is every thing; nor ſhould we heſitate a moment to 
give up our intereſt, our liberty, or life itſelf, in order 
to maintain it. 1 85 ä 

Such was the firmneſs of Daniel. With all his 
wiſdom, he underſtood not thoſe maxims of prudence, 
which are thought neceſſary now; and therefore he 
conſulted not the faſhion of the court, nor dreaded the 
wrath of the king, but cheerfully incurred the ſentence 
of a violent death, “ for conſcience toward God.” 
« He went into his houſe, and his windows being open 
in his chamber toward Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime.” 

The devotions, here ſpoken of, were probably per- 
formed in the midſt of his numerous houſehold, as his 
family worſhip ; for the time and place ſeem to have 
been well known, and his enemies, who were watch- 
ing him for the purpoſe, found him in the very exer- 
ciſe, and heard him pray aloud. Great as he was, he 
officiated as the prieſt of his own houſe, and, amidſt all 
the hurry of ſtate affairs, kept himſelf at leiſure thrice 
in each day to wait upon his God. Alas! how little 


is this duty practiſed, even where there are few worldly 


avocations, and no dangers to be apprehended! 


< 
* 


I 
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It will be aſked perhaps, Why muſt he needs be ſo 
exact and ſingular? Could he not conform for a ſhort 
ſeaſon, abſtain from his uſual ſervices for one month, 
retire to a diſtant part from the notice of the court, or 
conceal himſelf from a diſcovery at home? We are 
aware of that plauſible ingenuity, which would make 
conſcience bend to convenience. In any of theſe 
ways he would have been conſidered as renouncing his 
religion; the deſigns of his enemies would have been 
anſwered ; and they might have reproached him with 
cowardice and hypocriſy, He did not therefore heſi- 
tate, but readily ſubmitted to the ſentence ; and, upon 
the urgent demands of his accuſers, though the king 
himſelf laboured to reſcue him, he was actually caſt 
into a den of ravenous lions. 

There may be a dangerous hack ſcrupuloſity, 
a perverſe and obſtinate contention for trifles, which 
muſt prejudice the cavſe of truth and piety. But be- 
ware, how you extend the maxim of © becoming all 
things to all men.” You may complain of ſome ſerious 
perſons as too preciſe; but do not your compliances 
harden many ſinners in their evil practices? Do you 
not teach them to deſpiſe your principles, through your 
timorous deſertion of them? Do you not prefer your 
caſe, your reputation, and emolument, to the honour 
and advancement of the Goſpel? Surely, in the view 
of Daniel's courage and diſintereſted zeal, you muſt 
deteſt your own ſelfiſhneſs and cowardice. © Who 
2rt thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that 
ſhall die ?—and haſt feared continually every day, be- 


cauſe of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he were ready 
10 
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to deſtroy ?—And where is the fury of the oppreſſor * ?” 
Let us ſee © the end of the Lord” in the hiſtory be. 
fore us. Daniel was protected, his enemies utterly 
confounded, and the name of the true God made known 
and glorified throughout that idolatrous country. The 
prophet went down into the midſt of thoſe fierce and 
voracious animals; and what other conſequence could 
have been expected, than that he would have been in- 
ſtantly devoured? But he went down in faith; and 
therefore the very lions forgot their ſavage nature: 
* no manner of hurt was found upon him, becauſe he 
believed in his God.” What amazing deliverances 
have been obtained, through a firm reliance upon the 
divine power? It was this very principle, 1n the pre- 
ſent inſtance, © which ſtopped the mouths of lions f.“ 
The king felt extreme diſtreſs for his perſecuted ſer- 
vant, and, after a ſleepleſs night, betook himſelf to the 
den early in the morning to inquire the event. He 
found the venerable ſaint fitting in ſafety and compo- 
ſure among the furious beaſts, aſſerting his integrity, 
and aſcribing his preſervation to the gracious interpoſi- 
tion of Jehovah. Immediately he reſcued him from 
his priſon, reſtored him to his former dignity, con- 
demned his accuſers, with their families, who were all 
deſtroyed in the very way by which they had intended 
Daniel to have periſhed, and he iſſued out a decree, 
proclaiming to his ſubjects the glory of the God of 
| heaven. May we learn from this eminent prophet 
to ſacrifice every worldly conſideration to the de- 


* Ia. li. 12, 13. + Heb. xi. 33. 
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mands of conſcience and the ſervice of God! May we 
truſt our all with Him, who has a ſovereign right to 
employ us and diſpoſe of us, as He pleaſes ; and, leav- 
ing other inferior concerns, may we deſire chiefly and 
above all, that © whether we live, we may live unto 
the Lord, and whether we * we may die unto the 
Lord *.” 

Do we admire the courage and eadfalineſs of 
Daniel? We muſt allow it to be the effect of that in- 
timate communion with God, which he cultivated and 
enjoyed, He ſought help from above, and obtained 
his requeſt, We have remarked his attention to prayer 
in his youth; and we rejoice to obſerve, that even to 
old age this holy fervour continued with him. The 
laſt ſix chapters of the book, which bears his name, 
prove the warmth and the efficacy of his devotion. 
There we ſee him laying aſide the ornaments, which 
he uſually wore as a courtier, —abſtaining from his 
pleaſant food, — humbling himſelf in ſackcloth and aſhes, 
—mourning before God, while he confeſſed his own ſins, 
and the fins of his people, — pouring out his ardent 
ſupplications for their deliverance, and for the mani- 
feſtation of the divine favour to them. Take eſpecial 
notice of this part of the hiſtory, and learn, whence 
you muſt derive that ſtrength and comfort which will 
ſupport you in your ſpiritual warfare. Is it not, be- 
cauſe you neglect retirement and the ſecret duties of 
religion, that your knowledge is ſo ſuperficial, your 
affections ſo weak and wavering, that you ſeem to have 
no fixed principles, and are ſhaken by every tempta- 


* Rom, xiv. 8. : 
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tion? If you do not cultivate an intercourſe with 
God, and implore direction and aſſiſtance from Him, 
it is no wonder that He leaves you to be baffled and 
overcome. But were you conſtant and importunate 
in your applications to Him, you would receive ſuch 
ſupplies of grace, as would enable you to maintain and 
adorn your profeſſion, you would enjoy the ſtrong con- 
ſolations of the Spirit, and approach nearer and nearer 
to the temple and felicity of the bleſſed in heaven. 
Daniel obtained a large meaſure of divine commu- 
nications ;—and he appears more glorious as the pro- 
phet of Jehovah, than as the prime miniſter of the 
Medes and Perſians. He was admitted, as it were, to 
converſe with Angels, nay with the Lord of Angels, 
and was declared by Him to be * a man greatly be- 
loved.” The moſt important events in futurity were 
revealed to him; and though his predictions contain 
ce things hard to be underſtood,” which have furniſhed 
matter for learned criticiſm, as well as devout contem- 
plation, yet ſome are ſo direct and expreſs, that infidels 
have objected to them, as if they muſt have been writ- 
ten after the accompliſhment. In anſwer to his prayer, 
the various revolutions, then about to take place in 
the empires of the world, the reſtoration of the Jews, 
and the rebuilding of Jeruſalem, were made known. to 
him. He received the cleareſt information concern- 
ing the perſon, the office, the work, and the benefits 


of the great Redeemer ; the preciſe time of his appear- 


ance (after ſeventy weeks or four hundred and ninety 
years), the nature and deſign of his ſufferings ; the 
troubles and perſecutions of the Church ; and the final 

conſummation 


AY 


| DANIEL. „ on 
conſummation of all things, the reſurrection of the dead, 
of ſome to everlaſting life, and of others to everlaſting 
ſhame and contempt. \ 

He <© had power with God and prevailed” in his ſe- 
cret devotions ; he was alſo highly uſeful in his public 
capacity, Probably through his influence with Cyrus, 
the Jews were releaſed from their captivity, and per- 
mitted to return to their own land ; though he himſelf 
maintained his poſt, and, it is believed, he died in Chal- 
dea, being far advanced in years *, 

What a value, what an excellency 1s ſtamped upon 
this character! You, who are greyheaded, and bowed 
down with old age, come and fee in Daniel, what 
ſhould be your perſeverance, fervency, and zeal. Is 
it not your duty, as much as it was his, to © endure to 
the end ?”— to pray always and not to faint? We 
ſay not, that the like viſions and revelations are to be 
looked for: they are not wanted; as the ſacred canon 
of the ſcripture, containing every thing needful for our 
information, is now cloſed, and nothing is to be added 
to it. But ſtill, through the knowledge and the faith 
of Jeſus, you may enjoy communion with God ; the 
light of His countenance ; the manifeſtation of his fa- 
vour, which © is better than life;”” the conſolations 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; the hope full of immortality ; the 
peace, which paſſeth all underſtanding ;” the © joy, 
which is unſpeakable and full of glory.” 

Are theſe privileges, nothing ? or are they nothing 
to you? Would you cenſure, as fancy and deluſion, 
all experience or expectation of the comforts of reli- 


* Prid, Connect. Part i. Book 2, & 3. : 
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gion, and ſuppoſe that real devotion implies no more 
than external ſhew and a lifeleſs formality? You are 
content, then, that all the happineſs and power of godli- 
neſs ſhould be confined to the ſaints of old. But will 
you not wiſh to reſemble them, and to partake of their 
bleſſedneſs, when God ſhall be glorified in them, and 
they in Him? Yet, unleſs you be made like them 
here, you will be for ever excluded from their oy 
hereafter. 

May the faith, the zeal, the holineſs of Daniel ap- 
pear in all the followers, and eſpecially the miniſters, of 
Chriſt, that they may, together with him, “ ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars ſor 
ever and ever“! Amen. 


* Dan, Xii. 3. 
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CHAP, XIX. 


Lara wrote the account of the Fews' return, and their 
rebuilding of the temple bis learning and piety —his 
commiſſion from Artaxerxes, and his journey from Ba- 
bylon to Feruſalem—reformed abuſes — engaged the people 
to enter into covenant with God—continued to teach, 
when ſuperſeded as a magiſtrate. 


Tx our contemplations on the ancient ſcripture hiſtory, 
we have had frequent occaſion to remark, that, as men 
have always been inclined to oppoſe and corrupt the 
religion which God has revealed, fo the eftabliſhment 
and revival of it have molt evidently proceeded from 
Him. What thanks and praiſe do we owe to Him, 
who has graciouſly interpoſed, at various times, to plant 
or reſtore his truth ! His ſovereign providence directs 
and controls all perſons and tranſactions with a particu- 
lar regard to the concerns of his Church. The migh- 
tieſt potentates and moſt extenſive empires are exalted 
or brought down, in order to fulfil his purpoſes for | 
this favoured ſociety, Accordingly He fays, © I will 
give men for thee, and people for thy life *.” 

Vans bs We are now arrived at a very important 
©", 53% period, when by a wonderful diſpenſation 
the Jews were releaſed from their long captivity, con- 


* Isa. xliii. 4. 
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ducted back again to their own land, and reinſtated 
in many of their former privileges. As this was an 
event of the higheſt conſequence to that nation, tend- 
ing to preſerve religion in the world, and preparing the 
way for the appearance of the great Deliverer, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; as it is alſo a ſubject, to which 
there are frequent references in the Old Teſtament, it 
may be proper to take a diſtinct view of it, and en- 
deavour to draw from it ſome uſeful inſtructions for 
ourſelves. | 

Their re- eſtabliſnment in Judea was not effected all 
at once, but at different times and by different means. 
They had been carried away at various ſeaſons; and 
they did not all return together. We ſpeak now of the 
firlt recovery of their liberty, as deſcribed by Ezra in 
the book, which bears his name, and of which, no 
doubt, he was the author. | 

It had been predicted by many of their aki that 
they ſhould be brought back, and Babylon be reckoned 
with in her turn. Iſaiah and Jeremiah, particularly, 
had declared this in the moſt expreſs terms; the latter 
aſſerting that their baniſhment ſhould continue, and 
their land lie deſolate, for feventy years; and both of 
them foretelling, that their releaſe ſhould be obtained 
in conſequence of the deſtruction of Babylon, by a 
people who ſeemed molt unlikely to accompliſh it, the 
Medes and Perſians. Nay, the very perſon, who 
ſhould be the inſtrument of this great work, a heathen 
prince and an idolater, was pointed out by name nearly 
two hundred years before . According to theſe pre- 


* Jer, xxix, 10. Ifa. xliv, 28. xlv. 1-4. 
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dictions, Cyrus, the general of the Medes and Perſians, 
ſurpriſed and conquered Babylon, and deſpoiled it of 
its glory. He ſucceeded Darius in the govern- 
ment, and, immediately upon his acceffion, publiſh= 
ed a proclamation, permitting the captive Jews to 
retura to Jeruſalem, and to rebuild their temple 
there “. 

Known unto God are all his purpoſes from the be⸗ 
ginning of the world; and when events fo far diſtant, 
ſo utterly beyond the reach of human conjecture and 
contrivance, are foretold in the moſt circumſtantial 
manner, we cannot ſurely doubt, that the information 
is received from Heaven. Here, then, we are fur- 
niſned with an indubitable proof of the divine inſpira- 
tion of the prophets. The predictions, alſo, clearly 
ſhew, that theſe revolutions took place, not by chance, 
but by the appointment and agency of God himfelf. 
He therefore claims the glory; for He ſays concerning 
this very ſubject, © I will work, and who ſhall let it? 
For your fake I have ſent to Babylon, and have 
brought down all their nobles. I am the Lord, the 
Holy One, the Creator of Iſrael, your King f.“ We 
ſtand in admiration of that ſovereign influence, which 
He exerts upon all his reaſonable creatures, at the ſame 
time that they fulfil their own wiſhes and deſires. Da- 
niel, probably, might have ſome aſcendancy over 
Cyrus; but we look higher than Daniel: © the Lord 
ſtirred up the ſpiric” of this prince, in order to verify 
| his own declarations. © The king's heart is in the 


* Fzra i. 1, Kc. T Ifa. xlitt. 1315. 
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hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He turneth 


it whitherſocver He will *.“ 

It is a delightful employment to contemplate the 
divine diſpenſations, and mark the tender and affec- 
tionate concern, with which the Lord watches over his 
people, correcting them in meaſure, only for their be- 
nefit, and returning, as it were with great eagerneſs, 
to comfort them with the aſſurances of his love. He 


is faithful, that promiſed:“ this is the ground of their 


ſecurity : * not one jot or tittle” of his word can fail. 
All the good things, which He engaged to beſtow upon 
his ancient Church, © all are come to paſs, and not 


one thing hath failed thereof f.“ With this gracious 


God, © who keepeth covenant and mercy to a thou- 
ſand generations,” we have to do. And ſhall we be 
afraid to truſt Him, after all. the proofs He has given 
us of his veracity and © the immutability of his coun- 
ſels?” As the captive Jews, encouraged by his decla- 
rations, were looking and praying for deliverance, let 
us alſo © wait for his ſalvation,” 

When the prophets ſpake of redemption from Ba- 
bylon, they were generally carried out to deſcribe a 
much greater event, typified by it, our releaſe from 
ſpiritual bondage and eternal miſery, Redemption from 
fin, death, and hell. The Goſpel aſſerts the comple- 
tion of what they foretold, and proclaims this merciful 
releaſe to poor enſlaved ſinners, effected for them 
through the incarnation, ſacrifice, and interceſſion of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. * The good tidings of great 


* Prov. xxi. 1. + Heb, x. 23. Matt. v. 18. Joſh, xxiii. 14. 
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joy” are announced to us: Jet us cry out with grati- 
tude and exultation, ©* Sing, O ye heavens; for the 
Lord hach done it: ſhout, ye lower parts of the earth: 
break forth into linging, ye mountains, O foreſt, and 
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified himſelf in Iſrael *.“ 

The decree of Cyrus, doubtleſs, gladdened the 
hearts of all the pious Jews; but the bulk of the peo- 


ple did not claim the benefit. Many of them were 


comfortably ſettled in Chaldea, and therefore not deſir- 
ous of a removal. The immenſe difficulties of the 
journey, and of forming a new ſettlement in their an- 


cient country, muſt likewiſe have diſcouraged all thoſe 


who had no ſpiritual views, no faith in God, or zeal 
for his glory. Only thoſe took the advantage, whole 
minds God himſelf diſpoſed to it. A divine influence 
was exerted, that the purpoſe of God might not be 
defeated, The caſe is exactly fimilar, wherever the 
eracious proclamation of the Goſpel is carried. It is 
deſpiſed by many, becauſe they feel not their need of 
thoſe bleſſings, which it propoſes; by others on ac- 
count of the ſacrifices which it requires to be made, 
the ſevere trials to be endured, and the arduous work 
to be performed. Objections of this Kind would en- 
tirely fruſtrate the mediation of the Saviour, and none 
of the ſons of men would accept the liberty, which He 
beſtows, if God himſelf did not put forth his power, 
and ſtir up the ſpirit of ſome to comply with the offer. 


| | O, how highly indebted are they, who are thus in- 


1 Iſa. xliv. 23. 
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clined to go forth from their natural ſtate of bondage, 
and direct their faces toward Zion 

Though many, therefore, remained at Babylon, a 
numerous company, together with their principal El- 
ders, the Prieſts and Levites, took their journey ; and, 
under the protection of Heaven, they were ſafely con- 
ducted to Jeruſalem, Soon after their arrival there, 
they ſet up the altar of the God of Iſrael, celebrated a 
holy feſtival, and preſented various oblations to Him“. 
With much zeal and diligence they made preparations 
for the rebuilding of the temple, that their religious 
ſolemnities might be renewed. For this purpoſe Cyrus 
had reſtored to them their ſacred veſſels, which were 
carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, and large contribu- 
tions had been raiſed both among the Perſians and the 
Jews. In the ſecond year the foundations of the Lord's 
houſe were laid, under the directions of Zerubbabel, 
(a lineal deſcendant of David and their legal prince) 
and Jeſhua their high prieſt, of the family of Aaron, 
When the builders entered upon the work, a divine 
ardour ſeemed to pervade the company. The Prieſts 
and Levites in their proper apparel, and with inſtru- 
ments of muſic, praiſed tne Lord and gave thanks to 
Eim, © whoſe mercy endureth for ever :” the people 
alſo ſhouted with loud acclamations of gratitude and 
joy. The feſtivity, indeed, was in a meaſure inter- 
rupted by ſome of the old perſons, who wept exceed- 
ingly, when they recollected the ſplendour of their for- 
mer temple, ſo much grander than this was likely to 
be, Their diſtreſs might have a bad effect, as weak- 


* Ezra ili. 1, &c. F 
ENIAS 


ering the hands of the Lord's ſervants: and probably 
it aroſe from an unbelieving ſpirit. Alas! it generally 
happens, that the beft deſigns are diſcouraged, and 
ce the day of ſmall things deſpiſed *.“ 

Difficulties of another nature ſoon occurred. The 
undertaking, begun with alacrity and vigour, was im- 
peded in its progreſs by various hindrances; and for a 
long time it ſeemed as if the whole plan would be de- 
featedf, Their near neighbours, the Samaritans, 
whoſe worſhip was a ſad corruption of the true religion, 
at firſt pretended friendſhip ; but, when all intercourſe 
with them was declined, their enmity clearly appeared; 
and, by falſe charges and invidious miſtepreſentations, 
they ſo far prevailed with the kings of Perſia, as to 
ſtop the work during three or four ſucceſſive reigns. 
At length the admonitions and exhortations of the pro- 
phets, Zechariah and Haggai, rouſed the ſpirit of the 
Jews, eſpecially of their leaders Zerubbabel and Jeſhua, 
who had probably ſunk into a very culpable remiſſ- 
neſs . Being animated, then, by thoſe pious teachers, 
they returned to the building with freſh ardour, and, 
upon being oppoſed as before, refuſed to deſiſt. The 
ruling prince, Darius the ſecond, was appealed to; and 
in a ſingular manner he patronized their ſcheme, and 
promoted it by a very liberal contribution from his 
Years before OWN treaſures h. Thus, after many delays, 
Citi, 515- they finiſhed the ſacred edifice, and then 
conſecrated it to God, and kept the feaſt of dedication 


* Zech, iv. 6-10, + Ezra iv. 1, &c. 
f v. 1, &c. & vi. 1, Kc. | 
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with great ſolemnity and joy“. Their faith and pa- 
tience had been long tried; but at laſt the Lord gra- 
ciouſly interpoled for them: for it was Fe, as they 
devoutly acknowledged, © who turned the keart of the 
king of Aſſyria unto them, to ſtrengthen their hands in 
the work of the houſe of God.” 

Are we ſenſible of our obligations, in being freed 
from the difficulties, with which they ſtruggled ? Are 
we thankful for the houſe of God, and for the divine 
ordinances which are adminiſtered among us? Will 
not theſe very privileges be the condemnation of many ? 
For are there not thoſe, who deſpiſe the church of God, 
and refuſe to join in any of our religious ſervices? Or 
again, do not ſome contend earneſtly for the external 
rites, and yet remain deſtitute of real devotion ? 
Where, then, is their boaſted advantage? 

While our thoughts are engaged upon this event, 
we are directed by Zechariah to fix our regard on a 
nobler, a ſpiritual building. He ſets before us the true 
Zerubbabel, the grand Architect of his Church, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. © Even He ſhall build the temple 
of the Lord; and He ſhall bear the glory, and ſhall fit 
and rule upon his throne ; and he ſhall be a prieſt upon 
his throne : and the counſel of peace ſhall be between 
them both f. This ſtructure riſes under His care, 
even 1n our own day; for he continues to lay one 
ſtone upon another. Will you lend your aſſiſtance 


* The celebration of this feaſt, though not inſtituted by any 
divine appointment, was afterwards honoured by the preſence of 
Chriſt himſelf. John x. 22. | 
+ Zech. vi. 13. 
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towards furthering the great deſign? * They that are 
far off, ſays he, “ ſhall come and build in the tem- 
ple of the Lord “.“ But there are many adverſaries: 
difficulties of various ſorts prevent the progreſs and in- 
creaſe of this ſacred edifice, Yet let not the ſevereſt 
oppoſition or the moſt malicious accuſations diſcourage 
you: for the Lord preſides over his own work ; and 
in due ſeaſon it will be completed to his abundant 
praiſe. © He ſhall bring forth the head-ſtone thereof 
with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, Grace unto it F !” 

Vas before For ſome time after the temple had been 
cit, 427- finiſhed, and the religious ſervices reſtored 
at Jeruſalem, matters ſtill wore an unfavourable aſpect. 
Probably, the people poſſeſſed but little of the fer- 
your of piety, and formed dangerous connections with 
their idolatrous neighbours. But the Lord would not 
ſuffer his own purpoſe to be fruſtrated nor his truth 
to periſh ; and therefore He raiſed up another inſtru- 
ment for the revival of his cauſe, Ezra, the ſcribe 
and the prieſt, a man moſt eminent for his learning, 

holineſs, wiſdom, and zeal f, A large part of the 

Jewiſh nation had not returned from their captivity; 

and Ezra himſelf ſtill reſided at Babylon, about eighty 

years from the firſt decree of Cyrus. But his mind 

was bent upon promoting the welfare of Iſrael; and 

accordingly he had applied himſelf to ſacred ſtudies, 

that he might be qualified to render them ſome eſſen- 

tial ſervice. * He had prepared his heart to ſeek the 

law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Iſrael 


% Zech. vi. 15. + iv. 7. 1 Ezra vii. 1, &c. 
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ſtatutes and judgments,” Artaxerxes, then upon the 
throne, being diſpoſed to favour him, granted him a 


- © Commiſſion to the extent of his wiſhes. For he gave 


| him full powers to go to Jeruſalem, with as many of 
his countrymen as were inclined to accompany him, to 
regulate the goyernment and eftabliſh the divine wor- 
ſhip; and he himſelf, together with all his counſellors, 
contributed molt liberally to promote the deſign, 

In this inſtance, as in many others, the prophecy 
was fulfilled, © the ſons of ſtrangers ſhall build up 
thy walls, and their kings ſhall miniſter unto thee *.“ 
The Lord God, in a ſovereign manner, often impreſſes 
a fear of his majeſty upon thoſe, who do not cordially 
fubmit to him, and influences them to maintain his 
cauſe, though they are not ſincerely attached to it. 
c Why ſhould there be wrath againſt us?” ſaid Ar- 
taxerxes. He expected, probably, to expiate his own 
guilt, and purchaſe peace with Heaven, though he ſtill 
remained an idolater. It is grievous, that thoſe, who 
go ſo far, will go no farther; and that they ſhould 
continue in ignorance of that very religion, they un- 
dertake to vindicate, They are uſeful to the Church 
of Chriſt, and yet never become members of it. We 
ſhould be thankful to God, however, who diſpoſes them 
to aſſiſt in his ſervice. Accordingly, Ezra devouiy 
acknowledged the divine interpoſition; “ Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of our fathers, which hath put ſuch a 
thing as this in the king's heart.“ 

Thus commiſſioned, the man of God, with many 
others whom the Lord ſtirred up to accompany him, 

* lia, Ix 10, 


prepared 
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prepared for the journey :. But the difficulties and 
dangers, which awaited them by the way, were enough 
to deter them. They had to travel to a very diſtant 
country, through a wild deſert, expoſed to hunger and 
thirſt, the ſcorching heat of the ſun, the rage of ra- 
venous beaſts, and the violent aſſaults of robbers, with 
little or no defence. Perhaps they felt ſome painful 
apprehenſions ; but they confided in the guidance and 
protection of Heaven: and Ezra would not aſk for a 
guard, leſt the king ſhould reproach him, as incon- 
ſiſtent with his own principles, or diſtruſtful of that 
God, on whom he had profeſſed the firmeſt depend- 
ence. Immediately, therefore, upon their departing 
from Babylon, he ſummoned his fellow travellers, and 
joined with them in faſting and prayer, that they might 
commit themſelves to the divine care, and implore all 
needful aſſiſtance; and then they proceeded in perfect 
ſafety to Jeruſalem, | 

It is deſcribed by the prophets as a ſurpriſing diſpen- 
ſation of Providence, that they ſhould be led, ſupport- 
ed, and preſerved, throughout ſuch a journey as this. 
The Lord himſelf is repreſented as going before them 
to conduct them, and as their rereward alſo, to ſcreen 
them from every attack; making bare his arm in the 
ſight of the nations, for the ſalvation of his people; 
opening a way in the wilderneſs and rivers in the de- 
ſert, to give drink to his people, his choſen; and 
engaging, that no weapon formed againſt them ſhould 


proſper f. 


* Ezra Viil. 1, &c. 


+ Iſa. xliii, 19, 1ii, 10, 12. liv. 17. 


Theſe 


> 

7 ” 

. 

{4 

i 

I 
41 


476 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


Theſe expreflions, indeed, have a higher reference, 
and dire& our attention to a diſpenſation infinitely 
more wonderful, the deliverance of ſinners from ſpiri- 
tual bandage, and their pilgrimage to the heavenly 


Jeruſalem, under the care and protection of their 


God and Saviour. You, who have been long enſlaved 
to ſin and Satan, are exhorted to go forth from your 
captivity, and enter on this pilgrimage. Difficulties 
and dangers may await you in the road; for the pre- 
ſent evil world, through which you are to pals, is a 
deſert land, where inſidious enemies may endeavour to 
inſnare, to plunder, and deſtroy you; where many 
ravenous beaſts may attack you with violence. But 


the Lord himſelf will be with you by the way, as your 


Leader and Commander: He will provide for you fo 
that you ſhall neither hunger nor thirſt: He will be 
te as a hiding place from the wind and a covert from 
the tempeſt, as rivers of water in a dry place, as the 


ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land:“ and under 


His defence, whatever oppoſition may be raiſed, © the 
redeemed of the Lord ſhall return, and come with 
ſinging unto Zion, and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon 
their head *.” Will not this ſuffice? In dependence 
on your heavenly Conductor, ariſe and depart; and 
cheerfully ſuſtain your malt painful trials in the pro- 
ſpe& of that felicity, which he has prepared. © He 


will guide you with his counſel, and afterward receive 


you to glory f.“ O for the ſpirit of God to be pour- 


. Ii. 16. Xxlix. 10. Ii. 11 If; 4. 
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ed out in a more abundant meaſure, that men of ar- 
dent piety and zeal, like Ezra, may ſtand forth as lead- 
ers in the Church, to call ſinners out of their captivity, 
and go before them in the way to Zion 

No ſooner had Ezra arrived at Jeruſalem, than he 
ſet himſelf with vigour to promote the work of God. 
But he met with unexpected difficulties. A conſider- 
able declenſion had taken place among the people; 
and therefore it required his utmoſt exertion to reform 
the abuſes, which had been admitted. They had turn- 
ed aſide to the abominations of their heathen neigh- 
bours, in conſequence of forming alliances and inter- 
marriages with them; and, what rendered the cuſtom 
more general, and diſcouraged even an attempt to re- 
medy it, was, that © the princes and rulers were chief 
in this treſpaſs *.“ 

We have had frequent occaſion, in commenting on 
the ſacred hiſtory, to remark the many bad effects, 
which follow from the connection of religious perſons 
with thoſe, who know not God. It appears to have 


been clearly forbidden, and that on the juſteſt grounds, 


ia order to preſerve the purity of revelation, and to 
guard againſt all corruptions both in principle and prac- 
tice. Intermarriages of this kind have always been 
attended with miſchiefs of the moſt ſerious nature. 
While men and women conſult only their paſſions or 
cheir worldly convenience, in the choice of their part- 
ners for life, what can we expect, but that they will 
ve compliant enough to ſacrifice the intereſts of truth, 


* Ezra ix. I, &c. 
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negle& the divine ordinances, conform to the world, 
and bring up their children in ignorance of God, and 
in the faſhionable vices of the age? Ah! whither 
muſt ſuch a conduct tend, but to the utter ſubverſion 
of all real religion? | | 

Ezra was greatly affected, when informed of theſe 
abuſes. Confounded, and overwhelmed with grief, 


he fat down in filent aſtoniſhment with all the marks 
His behaviour excited the 


of unutterable diſtreſs. 
public attention; and at length all thoſe, © who trem- 
bled at the words of the God of Iſrael,” joined his 
company: after which, in the moſt open manner, 


he made known the anguiſh of his ſoul unto God. 


With deepeſt humiliation he confeſſed the ingratitude 
and perverſeneſs of the people, who, in contempt of 
the goodneſs and contrary to the expreſs command of 
God, had contracted alliances with the heathens; and 
he acknowledged, that they had nothing to look for at 
His hands, but entire deſtruction. It ſhould ſeem, 
that he was almoſt afraid to deprecate the vengeance 
they had deſerved; but he referred the matter to the 
Lord. 

Was this a needleſs concern? Or rather, does it 
not become each one of us to weep and to pray, be- 
cauſe iniquity abounds: eſpecially when we obſerve 
very awful declenſions and corrupt practices in the 
Church of God? Are theſe nothing to us? Do they 
excite in us no painful ſenſations? Do we not feel 

emotions ſimilar to thoſe of Ezra, when we ſee God 
diſhonoured, his name reproached, and his cauſe ſink- 
ing into neglect? Then let us offer to Him our im- 
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portunate petitions, that He may yet ariſe and have 
mercy upon Zion, and purge away our tranſgreſſions. 
But alas! we have few perſons like Ezra, to “ ſtand 
in the gap.” A general conformity to the preſent 
world has left us but little of the power of godlineſs, 
Even thoſe, who ſhould poſſeſs the greateſt purity and 
zeal, & have not ſeparated themſelves from the people 
of the lands, doing according to their abominations.” 
If we cannot correct theſe abuſes, at leaſt our _— 
ſhould weep for them in ſecret places.“ 

Some, indeed, are bound by their office to do more 
than privately lament the prevalence of fin; for they 
ſhould exert their abilities and influence to oppoſe it. 
The miniſters of God, you will allow, muſt reprove, 
warn, and exhort, © cry aloud and ſpare not, and ſhew 
the people their tranſgreſſions.” Without fearing their 
diſpleaſure, they muſt not only intercede with God 
for their converſion and forgiveneſs, but declare his 
wrath againſt the offences, which are countenanced by 
general cuſtom, even though the principal men be 
chief in the treſpaſs.” Entreat them not to keep 
Silence, much leſs to cry Peace, Peace; for if they do 
not admoniſh you to turn from your evil ways, from 
your pride, ſenſuality, and profaneneſs, your © blood 
will be required at their hands. But Magiſtrates 
ſhould interfere in a manner, which belongs not to 
Miniſters, They ſhould vigorouſly uſe the authority 
with which they are intruſted, to prevent and pu- 
niſh outward irregularities, and © not bear the ſword 
in vain,” 

$ Ezra 
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Ezra was not only a preacher of righteouſneſs, but 
alſo a civil officer, commiſſioned with full power to 
regulate the affairs both of Church and State, to cor- 
rect as well as cenſure abuſes. The diſtreſs, he had 


diſcovered, ſoon excited a general alarm among the 


people. Perhaps, he himſelf was ready to deſpond; 
but when he perceived favourable marks of real con- 
trition in them, and ſome perſons of influence had 


promiſed him their ſupport, immediately with great 


earneſtneſs he entered on the work of reformation *, 
According to the law of Moſes, marriages with 1dolaters 
were expreſsly forbidden; and therefore it was judged 


expedient, agreeably to the ſpirit of that law, that they 


ſhould put away their ſtrange wives, or thoſe at leaft 
who refuſed to renounce their Pagan ſuperſtitions. He 
aſſembled all the men of Judah; and, after reproving 
them for their ſin, he found them deeply affected with 
a ſenſe of guilt, and unanimouſly reſolving to comply 
with his injunctions. Many of them “ trembled at 
the commandment of God ;” and the whole company 
bound themſelves by a ſolemn covenant to do His will; 


fo that, probably, through Ezra's exertions a conſider- 


able revival of religion took place. 

Years before For a long time he continued to labour 
Chuck, 445. at Jeruſalem in the cauſe of truth and righ- 
teouſneſs. Thirceen years afterwards, when he was 
ſuperſeded in his commiſſion as a magiſtrate by the 
appointment of Nehemiah, yet as a prieft and a ſcribe 
he ſtill taught and exhorted the people f. He brought 
forth the word of God, which he read and expounded 


rn, Ke, - + Nehem, viii. 1, &c. 
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to an immenſe congregation, upon whom his inſtrug- 
tions produced the beſt effects. It is generally ſup- 
poſed, that he collected together the books of the old 
teſtament, then received in the Church, (to which alſo 
he is thought to have added ſeveral of his own compo- 
ſition) and that he diſperſed correct copies of them 
through the land. Thus his private ſtudies, as well as 
his public efforts, were a peculiar bleſſing, not only 
during his own time, but to ſucceeding ages. — 
our various talents we may promote the intereſts of re- 
ligion in various ways. Such wiſdom, piety, and zeal, 
as we have here contemplated, muſt be extenſively uſe- 
ful. We ourſelves enjoy the benefits of his labours 
for the ſcriptures, which he compiled, are come down 
io us. We thank God for theſe ſacred writings, now 
confirmed and illuſtrated by the ſtill clearer declarations 
of the new teſtament. They are the ground of our 
hope, the rule of our conduct, the ſource of all our 
conſolation. Let us value them as we ought, and en- 
deavour, like Ezra, to ſpread them in the world. 
This muſt be the moſt effectual method © to turn men 
from darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan unto 
God.” To this, in a great meaſure, we muſt aſcribe 
the ſucceſs of our Reformers ; nor can we expect any 
great increaſe of genuine and fervent piety, except the 
word of God be generally read and expounded among 
us. - 

Ezra has exhibited an illuſtrious pattern to the mi- 
niſters of God, who ſhould learn from him to © take 
heed unto themſelves and unto their doctrine.“ © He 
Vor. II. e prepared 
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prepared his own heart to ſeek the law of the Lord, 
and to do it;” and then he inſtructed the people. In 
vain do they attempt to teach others, if they be not 
themſelves impreſſed with divine things, and eſtabliſhed 
in the love of the truth, Their own hearts muſl feel 
the reality and excellence of thoſe principles, which 
they inculcate; or elſe it is moſt probable, that their 
exhortations will be cold and ineffectual. All the faith- 
ful ambaſſadors of Chriſt ſhould be able to ſay with the 
Apoſtle, © We believe, and therefore we ſpeak *.” 
But this is not the concern of your ſpiritual Paſtors 
only. Whatever be your ſtation or abilities, you are 
required to exert yourſelves for the honour of God 
and the advantage of his Church, © Come to the help 
of the Lord:” yet proceed not raſhly to the work. 
While you are ſolicitous to reform and fave others, be- 
gin with yourſelves. Conſider the worth of your own 
fouls ; ſo will the ſouls of your fellow creatures appear 
of infinite value in your eſteem ; and when you haye 
complied with the demands of the Goſpel, and taſted 
its fweetneſs, you can direct, counſel, and encourage 
them. Is it your deſire? Ah! how many are per- 
fectly indifferent about the eternal ſtates both of them- 
ſelves and of all around them! The miniſters and 
people of God, all ſee the neceſſity of exemplary ſtrict- 
neſs and unwearied diligence : and are you at liberty 
to trifle with divine things, as if they were of no im- 
portance? While you hear af any one laying himſelf 
out in the ſervice of his God, and for the beſt intereſts 
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of men, you ſhould be afraid for yourſelves; for ſuch 
an inſtance will render your remiſſneſs the more inex- 
cuſable. May God pour out his Spirit, to enlighten 
his Church with the knowledge of his word, and inſpire 
every member of it with an abundant meaſure of faith, 


love, and zeal, that He may be glorified among us 
through Jeſus Chriſt! Amen, 
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CHAP. XX. 
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Nehemiah, cupbearer to Artazerxes—diftreſſed for Jeruſa- 
lem—*went with the king's leave, and repaired that 
City—reproached and oppoſed his faith and diligent at. 
tention—his liberality—reſiſted the various devices of 
his adverſaries—his care for the government of the city 
directed the ſcriptures to be read—a faſt kept, and d 

folemn covenant made—dedicated the walls to God— 
at his ſecond journey to Jeruſalem, found and corrected 
various abuſes—appealed ts God concerning his ſer- 


VICES. 


Ar the period to which we are now come in our 
conſideration of Scripture Characters, the ſtates of both 
Greece and Rome were riſing to great eminence and 
dominion, and many perſons of the higheſt reputation 
for genius and learning flouriſhed in thoſe nations. Of 
theſe, however, the ſacred records make no account, 
but direct our whole attention to the little remnant of 
Iſraelites, who had juſt eſcaped from their captivity; 
for the ſmall ſociety of the Church is dearer to God 
than all the families, or all the empires of the earth. 
AnEzra and a NRREMTARH are more truly honourable 
than the molt renowned warriors and philoſophers of 


the Pagan world, 


The 
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The hiſtory of Nehemiah very properly follows that 


of Ezra, with which it is immediately connected; for 


the former ſucceeded the latter, as Governor of Jeru- 
ſalem, at the diſtance of about twelve years. The re- 
ſtoration of the Jews was not then complete. Many 
had gained a comfortable ſettlement under the Perſians 
in different parts, who might therefore be unwilling to 
return, Of this ſort, probably, was the father of Ne- 
hemiah, who ſeems to have poſſeſſed conſiderable cre- 
dit at Shuſhan, where he obtained for his ſon a place 
of great rank and profit, the office of cupbearer to 
king Artaxerxes. Nehemiah, then, from his very ſitu- 
ation, enjoyed the moſt convenient opportunities of ſo- 
liciting any favour from the prince, to whom he miniſ- 
tered; nor did he fail to improve the advantage, for 
he exerted all his influence in behalf of his diſtreſſed 

countrymen the Jews. | 
We have ſeen from various inſtances, that perſons 
of real and fervent piety may reſide even in a palace, 
and that too among, idolaters. So circumſtanced in- 
deed, they are expoſed to peculiar ſnares and difficul- 
ties; but on this very account the grace of God is 
magnified the more, by their firmneſs, courage, and 
perſeverance in the profeſſion and defence of true reli= 
gion. Such was Nehemiah : may we, in a lower con- 
dition, be enabled to reſiſt the temptations which beſet 
us, and not be aſhamed to avow ourſelves on the ſide 
of the deſpiſed people of God] May we labour, with 
unwearied diligence, to promote the intereſts of his 
Church, and, like Nehemiah, turn our hearts towards 
Ii 3 Jeruſalem, 
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Jeruſalem, . to raiſe up the decayed. places ther 

and © to repair the breaches !” 

Years before He dwelt in the court of FEA 
Chrif, as. where he might have lived in eaſe, and 
| ſplendour, and every ſenſual gratification ; but he was 
willing to forego all private conſiderations, when the 
glory of God was at ſtake, It may appear ſuſpicious, 
if thoſe pretend to renounce the world, and to be dead 
to its enjoyments, who are cut off from all poſſibility. 
of attaining them; but to reject its enticing offers, and 
then to be crucified to it, when moſt ſolicited to join 
in its pleaſures, — this is a ſtrong proof, and an illuſtri- 
ous diſplay, of divine grace, We have already ſeen, 
in the hiſtory of Moſes and Daniel, that © faith over- 
cometh the world; and the very ſame excellent ſpirit, 
which they diſcovered amidſt the magnificence of a 
palace, reſted on Nehemiah,” His greatneſs and dig- 
nity were irkſome to him, when he heard that the peo- 
ple of God, to whom he thought it his honour to be 
allied, © were in great affliction and reproach,” left 
defenceleſs and expoſed to the aſſaults of their ſurround- 
ing enemies. © He fat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days, and faſted, and prayed before the God of 
heaven *.“ He confeſſed che juſtice of God in their 
ſevereſt calamities, and, from the remembrance of for- 
mer gracious deliverances, was encouraged to implore 
his merciful interpoſition, particularly requeſting, that 
the king's heart might be diſpaſed to favour and aſſiſt 


his plan, 


E Nehem. i. 1, &e, 


The 
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The diſtreſs of his mind ſoon appeared in the gloom 
of his countenance ; and to the inquiries of Artax- 
erxes concerning it he frankly declared, that it aroſe 
from the deſolate condition of Jeruſalem . He was 
then emboldened to make known his wiſhes ; but, be- 
fore he offered his petition, though he was waiting as 
an attendant in the royal preſence, he darted up an 
earneſt ſupplication to Heaven for its ſucceſs, We 
fear, ſuch piety as this is uncommon in a courtier. 
But, whatever we are, in all our concerns and under- 
takings, it is incumbent upon us to © commit our way 
unto the Lord: nor can any ſituation or circumſtances 
prevent us from calling down His help by an ejacula- 
tory kind of addreſs, which, though ſhort and inter- 
rupted, generally diſcovers a peculiar ardour of mind, 
and prevails to obtain the bleſſing. It may be uſed in 
a crowd, as well as in the cloſet. 

After ſeeking to God for direction and aſſiſtance, 
we may be the more emboldened to proceed. Nehe- 
miah ſolicited leave of his ſovereign to go, and build 
and fortify Jeruſalem ; nor did he fail in his requeſt, 
Hear his graceful acknowledgment, © The king grant- 
ed me, according to the good hand of my God upon 
me,” What a firm perſuaſion did this expreſs, of the 
over-ruling influence of God upon the heart of his 
royal maſter! The favour procured was, alſo, the 
more precious, as being received in anſwer to prayer. 
Will not this reprove the infidelity, we had almoſt 
faid the atheiſm, of many amongſt us? In purſuing 
your ſchemes of buſineſs, do you not depend on your 


NEHEMIAH. 


* Nehem. ii. I, &c. | 
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own wiſdom and good management to acquire ſuceeſt, 
and diſdain to aſk it as a petitioner at the throne of 


grace? Or, if by extreme difficulties you have been 
driven to make ſupplication to Heaven, have you been 
as loud in your thankſgivings, as you were in your 


cries for deliyerance? Is it the language of your 


minds, © This has been granted me, according to the 
good hand of my God upon me?“ | 

With a full commiſſion for the execution of his 
deſigns, and conducted by the king's guards, Nehe- 
miah left the court, and undertook the weariſome and 
dangerous journey, animated with this one deſire © to 
ſeek the welfare of the children of Ifracl.” How rare 
is ſuch ſelf denial, ſuch a readineſs to ſuffer for reli- 


gion Many, who ſpeak well of Chriſt, and profeſs 


good wiſhes for the advancement of his cauſe, when 
the ſtrength of their attachment is tried, are unwilling 
to ſacrifice their pleaſures, eaſe, or preferment ; and 
therefore they care not that the Church is haraſſed and 
oppreſſed, while they are eagerly purſuing their own 
private advantage and indulgence. Ah! where ſhall 
we find any reſemblance of the pious diſintereſtedneſs 
of Nehemiah, who from an unfeigned love to God 
and his people, forſook the palace of Artaxerxes, and 


ſubmitted to a ſtate of difficulty, contempt, and opp 


tion at Jeruſalem | ? 

This was the city, which God had choſen to put his 
name there, in which the temple was built, and the 
holy ſolemnities celebrated. While Jeruſalem re- 
| mained in a deſolate condition, there could be but 


little * of the progreſs of religion. Much bad 
been 
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been done under Zerubbabel and Ezra, to repair her 
waſte places; but much was ſtill left for Nehemiah to 
accompliſh, The walls were broken down, and the 
inhabitants continually liable to the incurſions and de- 
vaſtations of their hoſtile neighbours. Behold, then, 
this zealous governor, exerting himſelf for the reſtora- 
tion and defence of Zion, He had mourned and pray- 
ed for her;. now, with an aſtoniſhing firmneſs and ar- 
dour he undertook the moſt laborious work on her be- 
half. Soon after his arrival, he began the neceſſary 
preparations; and, to prevent his deſigns being fruſ- 
trated, he carefully examined the ſtate of the city 
by night, Having aſſembled the prieſts and rulers, 
he declared his purpoſe, and the object of his commiſ- 
ſion, and exhorted them to ſecond his endeavours with 
the utmoſt vigour. Nor did he impoſe a toil upon 
others, to which he would not himſelf ſubmit : he did 
not leave it to underlings, but © Come,” faid he, © and 
let us build up the wall of Jeruſalem, that we be no 
more a reproach.” Such an attempt as this could 
ſcarcely fail of ſucceeding: for who could reſiſt the 
call? They inſtantly replied, © Let us riſe up and 
build.” ——< So they ſtrengthened their hands for this 
good work,” 

The application to ourſelves is obvious. Teri 
indeed, has long ſince been deſtroyed ; but the Church 
of Chriſt ſolicits your help. Is not this holy city deſo- 
late, and expoſed ta various aſſaults? And does the 
conſideration of its low ſtate cauſe you any grief? No 
you faſt and pray, and labour to promote its advange- 
ment? Though you poſſeſs not the power and abilis 


ties of Nehemiah, are you exerting what you have? 
It 
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It may be expedient for you to exhort others; hut let 


them ſee that you yourſelves are in earneſt, and that 
you decline no taſk, which you would enjoin them, 


Your counſels will be moſt likely to be regarded, when 
recommended by your own example. We fear, that 
other inferior concerns, buſineſs, pleaſures, or the 


ſupport of a party, engage your attention; and that 


Zion and her welfare are nothing to you. Perhaps, 
you are ſo far from building up, that you would demo- 
liſh, the walls of Jeruſalem. Ah! what madneſs is this! 
for God is in the midſt of her;“ and will you pre-. 
ſume to fight againſt the omnipotent Jehovah ? 


The pleas, commonly urged in excuſe for inactivity 
and cowardice, are ſuch as theſe, © We are ſo feeble 


and inconſiderable, that our aſſiſtance would avail no- 
thing: It were vain to make any attempt for the ho- 
nour of God in our narrow ſphere of action.“ —If 
you think meanly of yourſelves, it is well: but if you 
are unwilling to put yourſelves to trouble, or if you 
cannot truſt the Lord for ſtrength, protection, and ſuc- 


| ceſs in the performance of your duty, you are “ the 


fearful and unbelieving,—the wicked and ſlothful ſer- 


vants, who will be © caſt into outer darkneſs.” 


e Difficulties are in the way: - Then be the more 


vigorous to overcome them. * But we have many 
adverſaries :”—So indeed you muſt have, if you work 


the work of God: and if this argument be of any 


weight, Nehemiah might have remained at Shuſhan. 


We ſhall obſerve, that, though he poſſeſſed fo excellent 
a ſpirit, and acted from ſuch pure, diſintereſted mo- 
tives, he was reſiſted and vilified, as if he had been 
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the baſeſt character. Vet he perſevered and proſpered 
againſt the bittereſt perſecution. May we learn to 
ſuffer with a ſimilar meekneſs, firmneſs, and cou- 

No ſooner was his deſign known in Judea, than 
certain powerful enemies diſcovered the utmoſt chagrin. 
They began to reproach and ridicule his attempt; but 
he regarded not their words, declaring, that he truſted 
in the God of heaven for ſupport. The oppoſition 
ſeemed to increaſe in its violence: yet, while they ſet 
upon him with a mixture of contempt and indignation, 
he betook himſelf to prayer, and committed his cauſe 
to God *. They formed a conſpiracy to attack Jeru- 
ſalem with an armed force, and demoliſh the fortifica- 
tion. His own people, alſo, were diſpirited; and, 
through exceſs of fatigue, they deſired to decline the 
further proſecution of the plan. But the good man 
remained unſhaken and undaunted ; and by his prudent 
and pious conduct the adverſaries were utterly baffled, 
He ſought help from God by fervent ſupplication, and 
at the ſame time neglected not the proper means of de- 
fence; for he appointed a watch to obſerve their mo- 
tions day and night. By his animated addreſs he raiſed 
the drooping minds of his countrymen; and aſterwards 
they proceeded with uncommon cheerfulneſs and vi- 
gour. Even while they continued to labour with one 
hand, in the other they held a weapon; and fo inceſ- 
ſant was their attention to the work, that they did not 
allow themſelves to put off their clothes for ſleep. 
How eminent a pattern of entire reliance upon God 


* Nehem. iv. I, &c, 


accompanied 
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accompanied with circumſpection and diligence in duty, 
notwithſtanding extreme difficulties and diſtreſs! 
Theſe ſtrenuous efforts for the fortifying of the city 
ſeem to have been interrupted awhile by the complaints 
of the people, who were involved in the heavieſt cala- 


mities *® Through the preſſure of famine, they had 


been obliged to mortgage their lands and houſes, and 
even to {ell their children to their richer brethren, for 
the purchaſe of proviſions, and the payment of the king's 
tribute. They therefore repreſented their grievances 
to Nehemiah, and ſtated, that the utmoſt exaction and 
cruelty had been practiſed upon them. Immediately 
he took up their cauſe, and ſet himſelf with great firm- 


neſs to procure them redreſs, He rebuked the men 


of power and opulence for their uſurious and oppreſ- 
ſive conduct, declaring, © It is not good that ye do: 
ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God, becauſe 
of the reproach of the heathen, our enemies? What 
a forcible argument for a holy vigilance, to thoſe who 
are truly concerned for the glory of God! May it 
produce its proper influence upon us! Have we not 
thoſe around us, who narrowly obſerve our ſpirit and 
behaviour, and would not fail to reproach us with the 
leaſt inconſiſtency ? On their account, therefore, we 
ſhould be the more careful, © to walk in the fear of 
our God:” and thus an apoſtle exhorts, © that the 
name of God and his doctrine be not blaſphemed f.“ 
The pious governor, not content with reproving, 
corrected the abuſe. He required the nobles and the 
rulers to make reſtitution, and promiſe by a ſolemn 


Nehem, v, 1, &c. + 1 Tim. vi. 1. 
covenant, 
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NEHEMIAN 493 
covenant, never to renew the extortion, His exam< 
ple, indeed, might have ſhamed them out of their mean 
and injurious practices. He had left a ſituation of 
great eaſe, honour, and profit; and not only forbore 
to receive the ſupport due to his office for twelve years, 
but at an immenſe expence maintained his numerous 
attendants, in order to carry on the work, and hoſpi- 
tably entertained at his table above a hundred and fifty 
perſons more. For all this he expected no recompence 
from men; but he reoiced in the thought, that it 
would be favourably regarded by a faithful and gracious 
God.—This is ſuch an inſtance of noble and diſinte- 
reſted liberality, as is rarely to be met with. Yet 
wherever the love of God expands the heart, the hand 
alſo will be open to promote his cauſe and relieve his 
people. Let us beware of covetouſneſs, which is ini- 
mical to true religion, and has been the ſource of infi- 
nite miſchief and miſery in the world. We have heard 
of thoſe, who have thereby © erred from the faith, and 
pierced themſelves through with many ſorrows “.“ 
But here we ſee the prophet's declaration exemplified 
« the liberal deviſeth liberal things, and by liberal 
things ſhall he ſtand +.” | 

Nehemiah felt further difficulties from outward op- 
poſition : and this, too, was aided by a traiterous cor- 
reſpondence, which ſome of the nobles within the city 
carried on, His adverlaries tried various ſtratagems to 
deſtroy him, or to divert him from his work through 
terror . They pretended to invite him to a friendly 


: Nehem. vi. 1, &c. 


* 1 Tim. vi. 10. 
| conference; 


1 Ifa, xxxii. 8. 
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conference; but he diſcovered their malicious defigti 
and therefore prudently replied, that ſuch and ſo im- 
portant were his engagements, as not to allow the leaſt 
avocation. Four times together they failed of ſucceed. 
ing by this artifice. Then they caſt upon him the old 
ſale reproach, that his only object was to ſtir up ſedi- 
tion, and renounce his allegiance to his prince. The 
infamous charge was denied with all the firmneſs of 
Integrity ; yet it occaſioned ſome fear in the minds of 
the people: and Nehemiah found it neceſſary to im- 


plore the help of God, that his hands might be 


ſtrengthened. 

At laſt they contrived another ſcheme : under a pre- 
tence of conſulting his ſafety, they wiſhed to draw 
him into a diſhonourable conduct, in which they would 
have triumphed. They therefore hired a falſe prophet, 
who feigned a revelation, and adviſed the governor to 
take refuge in the temple, that he might preſerve his 
threatened life. Here, however, they were diſappointed 
as before; for, with an undaunted courage, a ſteadfaſt 
dependence upon God, and a ſtrict regard to the cre- 
dit of that religion which he profeſſed, he replied, 
te Should ſuch a man as I flee ?—I will not go in.“ 

You, who are the diſciples of Chriſt, ſhould be 
aware, that ſimilar ſnares will probably be laid for you, 
and that a ſimilar caution and fortitude on your part 
will ſecure you from many dangers. Your enemies 
may invite you to join their councils, and to viſit them 
on terms of intimacy, But ſay, as Nehemiah, © I am 
doing a great work; I cannot come down,” They 
may impute to you the baſeſt intentions, and accuſe 
you 
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you as diſcontented and ſeditious perſons. But repel 
the charge, without being diſheartened by it; and cry 
earneſtly to God, that amidſt their clamours He would 
ce ſtrengthen your hands,” They may endeavour to 
terrify you by various menaces; and if they ſo far pre- 
vail as to ſtagger your faith, they will ſucceed to your 
hurt, How awful will be the conſequence, if © a 
{tandard-bearer faint,” if a Chriſtian of peculiar emi- 
nence or long continuance in the Church, fall from his 
ſteadfaſtneſs, or renounce his principles! Be ready 
therefore to anſwer, © Should ſuch a man as I flee? 

Their deſign was to reproach Nehemiah with the 


very ſin, to which they tempted him: and this is the 


common practice of Satan and his agents. They will 


propoſe and recommend to you ſuch a conduct, as they 


know to be inconſiſtent with your character and en- 
gagements; and, if you comply, they will deſpiſe and 
upbraid you for it. But, by a bold and ſtrict adhe- 
rence to your religious profeſſions, you will impreſs 
them with a ſecret reverence and eſteem for you; at 
leaſt, you will appear honourable in their eyes, even 
though they hate you. Thus you will confound their 
purpoſes, whilſt you are proof againſt ſeduction. 
Thus, alſo, you will enſure to yourſelves the protection 


of a faithful, Almighty God, who will preſerve you 
- amidſt multiplied dangers, and proſper your pious de- 


ſigns for the glory of his name. 

At length, in fifty-two days, the city was encloſed, 
the wall completed, and the gates ſet up, through Ne- 
hemiah's uncommon aſſiduity and perſeverance. Then 


indeed his malicious opponents were aſtoniſhed, and 
dejected, 


+ 
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dejected, and conſtrained to acknowledge the hand of 
God in the event. They were much caſt down in 
their on eyes, for they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.” —Such alſo will be the happy 
iſſue to you, © who by patient continuance in well- 
doing ſeek for glory, and honour, and immortality.” 
The Lord, whom you ſerve with diligence and fidelity, 
will ſupport you through all your trials, and finally 
ce perfect that which concerneth you *. © They, who 
hate you, will ſee it and be aſhamed f.“ For “they 
all be troubled with terrible fear, and ſhall be amaz« 
ed at the ſtrangeneſs of your ſalvation, ſo far beyond 
all that they looked for . How wretched, then, is 
their ſtate, to whom it will be ſaid, © Behold, ye de- 
ſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh &!“ | 
The work of fortification being ended, proper mea- 
ſures were adopted for internal regulation. Nehemiah 
deputed faithful men, who ſhould take the charge of 
the town, of its government and defence, while he, 
probably, returned to the court of Artaxerxes l. But 
he had a higher concern for his countrymen, than 
merely of a political kind; for it was his grand object 
to eſtabliſh among them the ſervice and worſhip of 
God. In conjunction with Ezra, the ſcribe, he cauſed 
the ſcriptures to be publicly read and expounded to 
them; the good effects of which immediately appeared . 
They ſaw, confeſſed, and lamented with deep contri- 
tion and-diſtreſs, the heinouſneſs of their guilt ; yet he 
encouraged them, for that ſeaſon eſpecially, to indulge 
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a holy joy, as this would miniſter ſtrength to their ſouls, 
and bear them up above all their trials. The celebra- 
tion of the ſacred feſtivals, appointed by the law, was 
renewed. A ſolemn faſt was inſtituted; and kept with 
a peculiar ſeriouſneſs by all the people. They aſſembled 
before God with all the marks of unfeigned repentance, 
acknowledged their iniquities, and earneſtly imploted 
the divine forgiveneſs and favour D. Nor was this 
all: they entered into an expreſs covenant with God, 
declaring their entire devotedneſs to Him in a written 
agreement, which they ſigned and ſealed- They 
bound themſelves to take the word of God for their 
guide and direction, to renounce all intimate connec- 
tions with their idolatrous neighbours, to guard againſt 
every profanation of the ſabbath, and to adhere with 
great care and exactneſs to all the ſervices af the tem- 
ple f. Nehemiah alſo provided for the better defence 
of the city, by promoting an inereaſe of its inhabi- 
tants. For that purpoſe he ordered, that, heſides the 
rulers and thoſe who offered themſelves freely, every 
tenth perſon ſhould be choſen by lot out of the reſt 
of the people, to dwell at Jeruſalem 4. Theſe ne- 
ceſſary regulations being ſettled, the walls of the 
town, erected with ſo much labour, were dedicated to 
God with all the ſolemnities of devotion; and loud 
acclamations of gratitude and joy were raiſed to Him, 
who had engaged to protect 10 pee for 10 own 
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We perceive, through the whole of this hiſtoty, 
that an upright, pious governor is an invaluable bleſſ. 
ing. Though religion be not, as ſome aſſert, a mere 
ſtate engine, it is admirably adapted to promote the 
welfare and proſperity of nations, as well as of indivi- 
duals; Thoſe, then, who deſpiſe and oppoſe divine 
revelation, are the greateſt enemies, not only to the 
ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, but to the temporal hap- 
pineſs and ſecurity, of their fellow creatures. Yet 
ſuch we have among ourſelves, who, while they plead 
for what they call © freethinking,” undermine the very 
foundations of civil ſociety. If they, who poſleſs 
authority, firmly believe the ſcriptures, they will be 
anxious to ſpread the knowledge of them, and will ap- 
point and enforce the ſolemn celebration of the ſacred 
ordinances. They will, moſt effectually conſult the 
real good of the community, by providing public 
means of inſtruction in the word of God. For we 
doubt not, that the faithful preaching of the Goſpel, 
ſeriouſly attended to, would repreſs the wickedneſs of 
the world, more than priſons, chains, and gallows. 
Years before | Nehemiah returned to his office at the 
430. Perſian court, and after ſome time obtained 
leave of the king to reviſit Jeruſalem * In his ab- 
ſence various abuſes were introduced: ſo continually 
prone is man to depart from the way of righteouſnels, 
and · to revert to his evil practices, from which he may 
| ſeem to be reclaimed! Through the treachery of El- 
aſhib the chief prieſt, Tobiah, that bold and preſump- 


tuous enemy of God and his people, had large apart- 
F » Nohem, xiii. 6, Kc. | 
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ments 2 for him in the buildings of th the temple, 
to the excluſion of the holy veſſels and offerings, to the 
vile profanation of that ſacred place, and the interrup- 
tion of the divine ſervice. Nehemiah was grieved for 
the declenſion, which he found upon coming back; and 
immediately he ſet himſelf to oppoſe and reform the 
corruptions. He caſt out Tobiah from his poſſeſſion, 
notwithſtanding his high conneCtions, reprehended the 
rulers for their deſertion of the houſe of God, and 
reſtored the Levites to their employments and 
tithes, 

The day of the Lord, alſo, was neglefted and * 
luted : for many devoted it to the purpoſes of labour 
and merchandiſe, in contempt of an expreſs command- 
ment. But the pious magiſtrate reproved and threat- 
ened the offenders, and thus checked the horrid viola- 
tion. How important an object for the attention of 
governors! For the ſtrict obſervation of the ſabbath 
is not only neceſſary to the progreſs, and the very be- 
ing, of religion, but alſo conducive to the comfort 1 
welfare of ſociety. 

Intermarriages with idolaters had likewiſe prevailed 
afreſh. But here again the authority of Nehemiah in- 
terpoſcd. He very ſharply cenſured, warned, and pu- 
niſhed the guilty perſons, though ſome were high in 
rank and office; and, after ſeparating them from their 
profane connections, he obliged them to enter into 4 
ſolemn covenant with God, that they would never re- 
new them. Let Chriſtian believers keep at a diſtance 
from ſuch alliances as theſe, leſt they abandon. or diſ- 
KEs - grace 
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grace their principles, and “ concerning faith make 
ſhipwreck.” “ | 1 | 
We have ſeen, then, through the whole ſpirit and 
conduct of this holy man an uniform abhorrence of 
evil, and a zealous concern for the ſervice. and glory 
of God; a diſregard of his own eaſe and intereſt, and 
a readineſs to ſuffer any thing for the good of the 
Church. What a pattern, not to magiſtrates alone, 
but to thoſe, who fill a private ſtation ! Doubtleſs, we 
may all aſſiſt in the great work of reformation. How 
much is wanted! and how much might be effected by 
proper exertions ! But let us remember to begin with 
ourſelves. Though others may be unwilling, let us 
determine, to renounce and oppoſe every wicked way, 
For © except we repent, we ſhall all periſh.” “ 
In the peruſal of Nehemiah's hiſtory, we are ſtruck 
with the frequent appeals he makes to the God of hea- 
ven, reſpecting his own performances. After relating 
what he had done for his people, he cries out again 
and again, Think upon me, my God, for good: 
Remember me, O my God, concerning this; and 
wipe not out my good deeds, &c *. Such language 
may ſeem inconſiſtent with the diffidence and contri- 
tion of a truly humble mind, convinced of the defi- 
ciency and defilement of its moſt holy duties. Ah! 
who ſhall dare to mention his own righteouſneſs, in 
the preſence of his God and Judge? For © in His 
ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified 7. But we ap- 


* Nehem. v. 19. xiii. 14, 31. + Pſal. exliii. 2. 


Pre hend, 


prehend, that Nehemiah ſpake not with the-arrogant 
expectations of a Phariſee, as if he had any claim upon 


God for his ſervices, or truſted to them for his accept- 


ance and ſalvation. For it is evident, he felt and 
confeſſed himſelf a ſinner, who could demand nothing 
from God, on the ground of juſtice, when he exclaim- 
ed, © Spare me, according to the greatneſs of thy 
mercy *.” But we ſhould recollect, that he received 
no recompence, no grateful acknowledgement from 
men: probably, he lay under much reproach, and 
his very good was evil ſpoken of. Turning from 
them, therefore, for whom he laboured without any 
proſpect of a reward at their hands, he might look up 
to God with a cheerful hope, that what he had ef- 
fected in His cauſe would not be overlooked by Him: 
and ſatisfied with the divine approbation, however 
miſrepreſented upon earth, he might devoutly pray, 
« Think upon me, my God, for good, according to 
all that I have done for this people.“ 

It will be well, if we alſo can appeal from the 
judgment of men to that of the great Searcher of 
hearts, as to our ſincerity, and can be content to 
wait for the retribution of our ſervices till the laſt 
day. We may ſafely rely upon the promiſe, and 
even plead it with God, that a cup of cold water, ad- 
miniſtered to a diſciple from a real regard to Chriſt, 
ſhall not be unnoticed. It is not inconſiſtent with 
faith, but rather an exerciſe of it, to expect and aſk 


* Nchem. xiii. 22. 
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what He has pledged himſelf to beſtow. While we 
it have reſpe& unto the recompence of reward,” we 
remember, this is given us by the Covenant, and 
is entirely © of grace, not of debt.” For after a 
life of unwearied activity, and extenſive uſefulneſs, 
we ſhall ſtill ſee cauſe to abhor ourſelves, and repent 
in duſt and aſhes, and muſt cry out with Nehemiah, 
e Spare me, O my God, according to the greatneſi 
of thy mercy !” 
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ESTHER, 


ESTHER, HAMAN, 
AND 
MORDECATIT. 


CHAP. XXI. 


Eſther, a captive Jeweſs at Shuſhan, choſen to be queen 
Mordecai, her coufin, porter in the palace, refuſed to 
reverence Haman, the prime miniſter ; who, being there- 
by incenſed, procured an edit? for the deſtruttion of the 
Jews —Efther, animated by Mordecai, ſought and ob- 
tained favour for the eus Mordecai, honoured for 
his fidelity to the king —Haman mortified—hanged on 
the very gallows be bad prepared for Mordecai— 
Eſiber and Mordecai continued to exert their influence 


for the protection of the Jews. 


Ir is the wiſe and gracious appointment of our God, 
that his Church in general, as a ſociety, and each of its 
members in particular, muſt paſs through much tribu- 
lation, They are called to ſtruggle with a variety of 
difficulties, in ſome of which they may ſeem almoſt 
overwhelmed, © ready to periſh.” But, while their faith 
is thus put to the trial, the grace of God is manifeſted 
in their holy conduct; His power, truth, and love are 
diſplayed by the deliverances wrought for them. An 
infallible aſſurance alſo is given them, that they ſhall 
KK 4 finally 
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finally prevail over all the oppoſition. of their enemies, 
and be preſerved to the heavenly kingdom, where 
they ſhall be bones with oy and glory for 
ever. 

We have had frequent eons to remark, that 
man's natural averſion to real godlineſs, which at all 
times diſpoſes him to perſecute, has in ſome inſtances 
been permitted to proceed fo far, as to threaten the 
very exiſtence of the Church. But when all hope of 
ſafety was removed, God himſelf has miraculouſly in- 
terpoſed for his great name's ſake, to the comfort of 
his people, and the confuſion of his adverſaries. © The 
wicked plotteth againſt the juſt, and gnaſheth upon 
him with his teeth: The Lord ſhall laugh at him; 
for He ſeeth that his day is coming *.” This is a 
general obſervation, which has been verified in every 
age: we ſhall now find it to be illuſtrated and con- 


- firmed by the ſingular hiſtory, recorded in the book of 


Eſther. Here the providence of God, protecting his 
Church, and defeating the counſels of its bittereſt op- 
poſers, appears in a ſtriking light. We ſhall be in- 


| ſtructed by it to truſt ourſelves with Him, under the 


darkeſt and moſt diftreſsful diſpenſations, being firmly 
perſuaded, that He will fulfil his own promiſe, © Lo! 
I am with you alway, even unto the end ot the 
world F.” 

This little narrative relates a . deliverance 
of the Jews, effected at a time when they were threat - 
ened with immediate and entire deſtruction, (ner the 


* Pſal, xxxvii. 12, 13. Matt, xxflii. 20. 
reign 
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reign of Ahaſuerus, one of the Perſian monarchs. He 
is thought to have been the ſame with that Artaxerxes, 
from whom Ezra received his commiſſion: for, at the 
period, to which theſe tranſactions are referred, the 
Jews were far from being completely recovered from 
their captivity, but were ſtill diſperſed in very large 
numbers throughout the Perſian dominions. The book 
has its name from Eſther, who was a principal inſtru- 
ment of accompliſhing the deliverance ; but it directs 
our attention alſo to two other characters, who are 
conſpicuous in the hiſtory, Haman a bitter perſecutor, 
and Mordecai a zealous defender, of the Church. May 
we all learn from it the folly, ſin, and danger of fight= 
ing againſt God, and be ſo convinced of the ſecurity 
and happineſs of his people amidſt all their trials, as to 
join their ſociety, and ſay, © We will go with you; for 
we have heard that God is with you?!“ 7 

The Lord God, who is perfectly acquainted wich 
Years before his own plans and purpoſes from the begin- 
Chriſt, about 

450, ning, had previouſly prepared, in the court 
of Ahaſuerus, an advocate and a patron for the deſpiſed 
and oppreſſed ſeed of Abraham. We forbear to dwell 
upon the magnificence, luxury, and excels of the feaſt, 
which the king celebrated in his palace, and which 
gave occaſion to the divorce of his queen Vaſhtif. But 
in that event we perceive and admire the over-ruling 
influence of Jehovah, whoſe prerogative it is to govern 
the ſinful paſſions of men, ſo as to render them ſub- 
ſervient to his own glory. Whilſt they follow their 


* Zech, vii, 23 7 Eſt, i i, 1, &C, 
FO hearts 
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hearts deſires, they infallibly proceed © to do, whatſo- 
ever His hand and His counſels determined before to 

de done'®.” | 

* To ſupply the place of the diſcarded Vaſhti, another 
royal conſort was to be choſen ; and do we not wonder, 
that Eſther, a young Jeweſs, ſhould be raiſed to this 
honour ? She was then in a ſtate of captivity at Shu- 
ſnan; and, being an orphan, ſhe had been brought up 
by her couſin Mordecai, to whom ſhe paid the atten- 
tion and obedience due to a parent f. She poſſeſſed 
ſuch a peculiar gracefulneſs and beauty, that ſhe ſoon 
attracted the notice, and gained the affections, of the 
king. At Mordecai's requeſt, ſhe had not diſcovered 
ner extraction; as that might have prevented her ad- 
vancement. But we are to aſcribe her exaltation to 
God, who * putteth down one, and ſetteth up another,” 
who © raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, that He may 
ſet him with princes :“ for He had deſigned to make 
uſe of her influence at court for great good. Morde- 
cai alſo was intended to be an inſtrument in promoting 
the ſame gracious purpoſe. But for ſome time he re- 
mained in a low ſituation as a porter, or inferior offi- 
cer, in the palace. Vet even there he performed ſuch 
2 ſervice, as entitled him to the royal favour, and paved 
the way for his future preferment. For he ſaved the 
life of his ſovereign by detecting and diſcloſing a con- 
ſpiracy, which had been formed againſt him. How 
remarkably does one little incident lead to another, and 


* Ads iv. 28. + Eſth. ii. 5, &c. 
I Pal, Ixxv. 7. cxũi. 7, 8. 
that 
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that to a third, on which events of the higheſt import- 
ance to the whole world finally depend! by 

Such was the poſture of affairs, when Haman roſt 
to the firſt dignity in the ſtate, and obtained the place 


of prime miniſter over that extenſive empire. He is 


ſuppoſed to have been of the curſed ſeed of Amalek, 
and a deſcendant of Agag, whom Saul had been com- 
manded to deſtroy : and, for that reaſon perhaps, he 
might be particularly offenſive to the Jews, and their 
decided enemy. The king had enjoined perſons of all 
ranks to bow down to Haman with the utmoſt rever- 
ence and homage ; and Mordecai alone refuſed to ren- 
der him this honour. It may not be eaſy to aſcertain 
the true motive for his refuſal. His objection, proba- 
bly, was not merely that Haman was of a profane cha- 
rater, but either that he required an idolatrous kind 
of veneration, or that he ſprang from that nation, 
whom God had pronounced accurſed and ordered to be 
extirpated . At leaſt, from Mordecat's general repu- 
tation, we preſume, that he acted on this occaſion, not 
from pride or obſtinacy, but from a real conſcientious 
principle, Such a treatment, however, from a perſon 
ſo much his inferior, Haman could not bear. And 
now we ſhall behold in this Amalekite the moſt deteſ- 
table tempers, and the miſerable effeAs of hatred, ma- 
lice, and an unſatisfied, diſappointed ambition. 

« He was full of wrath;“ and immediately he pro- 
ceeded to feek revenge. How inſatiable was his fury ! 
The blood of one poor Jew would not ſuffice : he de- 


* Bſth, wi, 1, &c. + Dr, Prid. Connect. Part i, Book 5. 
termined 
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termined that thouſands ſhould bleed with him. Being 
informed of Mordecai's extraction and religious ſcru- 
ples, he conceived the deſign of exterminating the 
whole race together, ſo that, if it were poſſible, © the 
name of Iſrael might be no more in remembrance.” . 
The old antipathy, then, of Amalek againſt Iſrael ſtill 
prevailed in Haman; and opportunity was given him 
to ſhew, though not to fulfil, what was in his heart. 
With all the ſuperſtition of an idolater he caſt lots, in 
order that he might be directed to the moſt conveni- 
ent day for the execution of his plan: and even this 
very circumſtance the Lord himſelf over-ruled. For 
the matter was ſo delayed, as to afford time enough to 
defeat his purpoſe. He repreſented to the king, that 
the Jews were of ſo ſingular, obſtinate, and ſeditious 
a temper, that it would promote the ſafety of the go- 
vernment to deſtroy them all : and on this ground he 
obtained a decree for their utter extirpation, without 
regard to ſex, age, or character. What a raſh, impo- 
litic, mercileſs edict ! and how depraved muſt be the 
man, who could perpetrate or propoſe ſuch Bſcheme 
of iniquity ! Yet Haman ſeemed unmoved ; or rather, 
he rejoiced in the proſpect of ſucceſs; for when the 
royal proclamation was gone forth, he ſat down to drink 
with his thoughtleſs prince, 

Every thing, then, appeared in a favourable train for 
the accompliſhment of the project. But, though ſin- 
ners are permitted to proceed, as it were, to the very 
point they aim at, an inviſible, Almighty Power“ | 
his hook i in Fr 25 and his * in 1 their lips, and 

turns 
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turns them back “. Ho vain, and contemptible are 
the ſtrongeſt aſſaults againſt Jehovah! «© He, that fits 
teth in the heavens, ſhall laugh; the: Lord: ſhall have 
them in deriſion f. Human aid will be found a poor 
ſupport to our ſouls in the time of danger: but a reli- 
ance upon the divine merey and truth will diſpel our 
fears. Had Haman obtained his wiſh, and the Jewiſh 
nation periſhed ; what muſt have become of all the 
promiſes? How could the prophecies concerning the 
great Redeemer of the world have been fulfilled ? The 
everlaſting Covenant itſelf muſt have failed, before this 
diabolical ſyſtem could take place. But whence was 
deliverance to be expected? It is not often we are 
able to point out the method, in which God will in- 
terpoſe to help us; and yet it is our part to wait in 
faith and hope. © His way is in the ſea, and his path 
in the great waters, and his footſteps are not known 4.“ 
On the publication of the edict, the utmoſt horror 
and confuſion overwhelmed the poor, perſecuted peo - 
ple, who were marked out for ruin. Mordecai ex- 
preſſed the anguiſh of his heart hy all external ſigns of 
deep ſorrow, and by his loud and bitter cries through- 
out the city d. At length, queen Eſther herſelf re- 
ceived information of the intended maſſacre, and parti- 
cipated with her devoted countrymen in their diſtreſs, 
Mordecai charged her to exert all her influence with 
the king on their behalf. But ſhe was afraid even to 
preſent her ſupplication: for the Perſian laws forbad 
every perſon, not excepting the royal conſort, on pain 
* 2 Kings xix, 28. 4 Paal. i. 4. 
1 lxxvii. 19. 4 Eith, iv. 1, &c. 
of 
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of death, to approach the ſovereign without his call; 
and ſhe had ſome reaſon to apprehend, that his affec- 
tion for her was abated. She expoſtulated, therefore, 
with Mordecai on the impropriety of venturing to offer 
her petition, when ſhe mult forfeit her life, unleſs ſhe 
could gain fo favourable an attention from him, that 
he would hold out his golden ſceptre to her. Morde- 
cai replied with an aſtoniſhing firmneſs, that the bloody 
decree was levelled againſt her, as well as other Jews, 
and that ſhe muſt periſh in the palace. He further 
remarked, that, if ſhe refuſed to mediate, deliverance 
would - doubtleſs arife from a different quarter, while 
the and her kindred would be deſtroyed: but he en- 
couraged her to hope, that poſſibly her very exaltation 
had been appointed as the means of reſcuing her na- 
tion, Upon this, ſhe heſitated no longer, but conſented 
to hazard her ſafety : yet ſhe depended not on her own 
aſcendency or management; for, obſerving a ſolemn 
faſt for three days, ſhe firſt ſought the divine direction 
and aſſiſtance, and then approached the king. 

We ought to feel for the calamities of others, eſpe- 
cially for thoſe of the Church, and ſhould be willing 
to incur dangers and diſtreſſes, that we may procure 
relief for them. Though we know not, what inſtru- 
ments it may pleaſe God to make uſe of, ſuch as we 
are we ſhould devote ourſelves, our intereſt, and abi- 
lities to Him, and rejoice to be employed in his fervice. 
It is an honourable cauſe to be engaged in; fo that if 
dur offers ſhould be rejected, and all our attempts ſhould 
fail, we need not be aſhamed. But we may expect 


oreat things at the hand of our God, and believe that, 
| for 


* 
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for his own glory, He will graciouſly fulfil the deſires, 
which he has given us. Even a weak faith, ſuch as 
Eſther's ſeems to have been, has often produced on- 


derful effects. Doubtleſs, inceflant prayer aſcended 


up to God on this occaſion; which was a token for 
good, For che cries of His people have power with 
him, and bring down his bleſſings upon them. Ah! 
why are we ſo backward to apply to him in the perilous 
time? Why do we ever caſt away our hope, as if 


He had forgotten to be gracious?” He cannot be 


unmindful of thoſe, who firmly rely on Him, and hum- 
bly ſupplicate his aid. Theſe, therefore, though feeble 
in themſelves, having the Omnipotent God for their 
defence, are © terrible as an army with banners, an 
accordingly they have put their thouſands to flight, | In 
vain the proud Haman plans his bloody ſchemes; in 
vain Ahaſuerus ĩſſues out his cruel edict, and millions 
in his empire prepare to maſſacre the Jews: ; the Lord 
liſtens to his afflicted ſervants, and reſcues them from 
deſtruction, _ _ 

Let us mark the ſteps, by. which this 3 
was effected. When Eſther preſented herſelf before 
the king, his heart was inclined to favour her, and 
grant her petition, even to the half of his dominions *, 
She requeſted, that he and Haman would partake with 
her of an entertainment ſhe had provided; which being 
acceded to, ſhe deſired that they would repeat their 
viſit on the ſucceeding day. In the mean time, Haman, 
being elated with the honour of ſuch a familiarity, 


boalted of it to his friends: yet his joy was damped, 


* Efth. v. 1, &c. | 
- and 
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and his indignation excited, while he obſerved that 


| Mordecai till refuſed to ſhew him any reverence; 
What a confeſſion of the vanity of all worldly gran- 
deur, and of the miſery of a proud, malignant ſpirit, 
did he make, when he ſaid, *All this availeth me no- 
thing, ſo long as I ſee Mordecai the Jew'ſitting at the 
king's gate!“ He, therefore, readily came into the 


propoſal of diſpatching this troubleſome man; and, not 


content to wait for his removal till the general deftruc- 
tion, intended for that people, immediately he katie 
a gallows for his execution. 

We perceive, in this arrogant miniſter of ſtate, a 
character the moſt deſpicable and wretched. ' Yet 


many of thoſe probably, whom the world admires . 


and envies, as being exalted to the higheſt eminence, 
reſemble Haman. Something 1s ſtill wanted to com- 
plete their happineſs; and ſo long as any one wiſh 
of their hearts remains unſatisfied, all their other poſ- 
ſeſſions avail them nothing; they can taſte no ſweetneſs 
in them. Perſons of the greateſt power and dignity 
muſt meet with diſappointments and vexations of this 
kind, which imbitter all their enjoyments. Such is the 
curſe-entailed upon human glory. Learn, then, that 
God alone can ſatisfy your deſires : the whole creation 
could not fill or content your ſouls, but would leave 
an aching void without Him. You “ call the proud 
happy,” who diſplay much pomp and magnificence; 
but you are miſtaken in your eſtimate. Many poor 
cottagers experience far leſs uneaſineſs than they. Fe- 
licity is neceſſarily connected with the diſpoſition of 

the 
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the mind: and an infallible witneſs has ſaid, © Bleſſed 
are the MEEK, for they ſhall inherit the earth *.” 

* On that night could not the king ſleep ;” nor 
was there any viſible cauſe of his diſturbance : but we 
ſhould remember that our reſt depends on the good 
pleaſure of the Lord. In that unquiet ſtate he com- 
manded the records of his kingdom to be read before 
him; and the very paſſage was recited, which contain- 
ed the memorial of Mordecai's fidelity in diſcovering a 
dangerous conſpiracy. As it appeared alſo, that no 
reward had been conferred on this honeſt ſubject, 
Ahaſuerus determined, that he ſhould immediately re- 
ceive ſome ſignal mark of the royal favour, Haman 
was then waiting for an audience to petition that Mor- 


decai might be hanged upon the gallows; and, upon 


the queſtion being put, What ſhall be done unto the 
man whom the king delighteth to honour,” this haugh- 
ty miniſter ſuffered the moſt mortifying diſappointment. 
He conceived himſelf to be the perſon intended, and 
therefore adviſed, that the object of ſpecial regard ſhould 


be led in triumph through the city, with all the pagean- 


try of the Perſian court; and he was inſtantly required 
to beſtow theſe diſtinctions on the very Jew, whole 
deſtruction he meditated, and to attend upon him as 
his ſervant. W hat a coincidence of circumſtances 
was here, all tending to introduce the deliverance of 
the Lord's people, and to defeat and abaſe the pride of 
their malicious perſecutor! Who can forbear acknow- 
ledging, caſual 'as theſe circumſtances may appears 
* The hand of the Lord hath done this?“ 


| * Mitt. v. 5. + Eſth. vi. 1, &c. 
Vol. II. 1 Haman 
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Haman was completely confounded, and over. 
whelmed with anguiſh, foreboding his own total rujn, 
In the midſt of his diſtreſs, he was called to accompany 
the king to Eſther's banquet *®, There the queen 
remonſtrated againſt the -cruel edict, which had gone 
forth for the entire extirpation of her countrymen, and 
earneſtly petitioned that both ſhe and they might be 
reſcued from the intended maſſacre. She further 
charged Haman with contriving that horrid wicked- 
neſs: and inſtantly the incenſed monarch commanded 
him to be dragzed away, and to be hanged on the 
very gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. The 
eſtates alſo of the diſcarded miniſter were confiſcated; 
and, being left to Eſther's diſpoſal, they were tranſ- 
ferred to Mordecai, who was then advanced to the 
higheſt dignities in the ſtate, and appointed ſucceſſor 
to Haman . Still the ſanguinary decree remained, 
which Eſther, therefore, with tears and importunity 
beſought the king to repeal. This would have been 
contrary, to the principle of the Perſian government, 
which permitted not its laws to be changed; and yet, 
to prevent the miſchievous effects of his former edict, 
he iſſued out a ſecond, allowing the Jews throughout 
the whole empire to arm themſelves, and to lay all 
thoſe who ſhould dare to attack them. 

The gracious interpoſition of God, in favour of this 
perſecuted people, became ſo conſpicuous, that not 
only they themſelves perceived and acknowledged it 
with gratitude and joy, but others allo felt a ſecret re- 


+ Elk, i. 1, Kc. + vill. 1, &c. 
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verence for them, joined their ſociety, and embraced 
their religion. At length the deciſive day arrived; 
and, though ſo remarkable an alteration had taken 
place in their behalf, and the ſovereign had avowed 
himſelf their friend, ſo much enmity againſt them till 
ſubſiſted, that great numbers roſe up with an intent to 
deſtroy them“. But here again the Lord helped them, 
and fought their battles for them. Such was the in- 
fluence of Mordecai, ſuch the impreſſion made upon 
the minds of men concerning them, that they had 
many powerful patrons and aſſiſtants; and thus they 
obtained an eaſy and complete victory over their ad- 
verſaries. No man could withſtand them; for the 
fear of them fell upon all people.” Above ſeventy- 
five thouſand perſons were ſlain on that occaſion, 


through their malicious oppoſition to the cauſe of God; 


and it is particularly noticed, that the ten ſons of Ha- 
man periſhed miſerably. 

How ſignal, then, was the confuſion; how entire 
the ruin, of the enemies of the Church! © The hea- 
then are ſunk down in the pit that they made: in the 
net, which they hid, is their own foot taken. The 
Lord is known by the judgment, which He executeth: 
the wicked is ſnared in the work of his own hands. 
For lo! thine enemies, O Lord, for lo! thine ene- 
mies ſhall periſh : all the workers of iniquity ſhall be 
ſcattered f. Let us not envy the proſperity of ſin- 
ners; for © their triumphing is ſhort.” They ſhall be 
driven away in their wickedneſs, and ſhall receive their 


* Eſth, ix. 1, &c. + Pal. ix. 15, 16. Xxcil. 9. 
LI 2 puniſhment, 


puniſhment, infinitely more tremendous than can be 
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now conceived, in the world to come. Then the 
ſcene will indeed be changed ; inaſmuch as the proud- 
eſt and moſt furious perſecutors ſhall be aſhamed and 
confounded for their hatred of true religion, and, in- 
ſtead of their profane ſcoffs and ſenſual mirth, © they 
ſhall lie down in ſorrow,“ and experience throughout 
eternity c weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.” 

Bleſſed be God, the hands of violence are reſtrained 
in our favoured nation; but is there nothing of the 
ſpirit of Raman diſcovered ? What mean all the con- 
temptuous ſpeeches, and the cruel derifions, which 
wound the reputation of thoſe, who profeſs an ardent 

eſteem for the Saviour, and tread in his ſteps? Let us 
aſk the ſcorners, Againſt whom do ye ſport yourſelves? 
Is it not againit Him, who will avenge the inſults put 
upon his people ? © Can your hearts endure, or can 
your hands be ſtrong, in the days that he ſhall deal 
with you * ?” Can you ward off the ſtroke of his jul- 
tice, or ſtand againſt it? O confeſs your folly, implore 
forgiveneſs, and join yourſelves to thoſe, who are even 
now the objects of his care and love, and will be of his 
approbation and delight for ever. 

The providence of God in protecting his Church 
not only excited much thankſgiving at that time, but 
gave riſe to an annual feſtival, the feaſt of Purim f, 
which is obſerved to this day, and by which the reality 


* Ezek. xxii. 14, 

+ That is, the feaſt of Lots, ſo called from the lots caſt by 
Haman, to fix the exact time of the deſtruction, which he had 
planned, 

of 
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of this hiſtory is clearly confirmed. The whole tranſ- 
action diſplayed the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God 
towards them that fear him, and tended, under his con- 
trolling influence, to advance the intereſts of truth and 
righteouſneſs. Mordecai filled his important ſtation 
with ability and integrity, and in all the height of his 
proſperity appeared the firm friend of his deſpiſed bre- 
thren*. As he exerted his power for ſuch a purpoſe, 
it is probable that he patronized thoſe zealous reform- 
ers, Ezra and Nehemiah, and procured them their 
commiſſions for the better regulation of the city and 
temple of Jeruſalem, Thus he proved an extenſive 
bleſſing in his generation, 

The Lord's mercifal deliverances of his people 
ſhould be had in remembrance. Let the glory of them 
all be given to Himſelf: and, from our paſt experience, 
Jet us be encouraged to rely upon Him in every ſuc- 
cceding ſeaſon of darkneſs and diſtreſs. He has often 
manifeſted the ſame gracious concern for the ſupport 
and enlargement of his Church in modern times: and 
we may cheerfully leave the preſervation of it to Him, 
for He has ſaid, “ The gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it.” We lament, that infidelity and profane- 
nels ſeem to gain ground amongit us; but, ſince 
The Lord reigneth,” we rejoice in the hope, that 
Ne will vindicate the cauſe of his Goſpel, and raiſe up 
inſtruments for its defence and propagation. Let us 
inquire, Are we ourſelves faithful and diligent in doing 
the work of God, according to our place and ability? 


* Eſth, x. 3. + Matt. xvi. 18, 
KL 43--: Do 
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Do not ſome, who ought to be moſt active, diſcover 
a ſhameful remiſſneſs? © Becauſe, iniquity abounds, 
the love of many waxes cold.” Others evidently care 
for none of theſe things, being ſolicitous only to pro- 
cure ſenſual gratifications, or worldly conveniencies. 
Theſe, indeed, are not perſecutors, but they are not 
friends, of Chnſtianity. Nay, their very indiffer- 
ence betrays a ſovereign contempt of it; and accord- 
ingly our Lord ranks them among his enemies “. 

But, from the hiſtory before us, we may derive in- 
ſtruction and encouragement for all the fincere mem- 
bers of the Church. Marvel not, if you belong to 
this ſociety, that there are thoſe who ſeek your 
ruin, Is it ſtrange, that, as in old times © he that 
was born after the fleſh perſecuted him that was 
born after the Spirit, even fo it is now?“ Or, 
why ſhould you be dejected in your troubles, as if 
the promiſe would fail? The caſes of ancient 
ſaints ſhould teach you to expect deliverance, even 
when you ſee no probable way. Only wait in faith 
and prayer, and the final iſſue will be ſafe and glo- 
r:0us, Though you ſhould go down to the grave 
under contempt and oppreſſion, ſtill your falvation 
is ſure through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who will 
put all your enemies under your feet for ever. Nor 
is this conſolation applicable only to the ſtrongeſt 
believers; for He pays a regard, a peculiarly tender 
regard, to the weakeſt of his people, and exerciſes 
as minute and affectionate a care towards each one, 


„Matt. xij, zo. + Gal. iv. 29. 
as 
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as if that one compriſed the whole. He has ob- 
tained the victory for himſelf, and enſured it to all his 
faithful followers. Whatever, then, be your preſent 
_ difficulties, it becomes you to rejoice and ſing, in 
expectation of your future triumph. Take up your 
words, and ſay, «© In all theſe things we are more 
than conquerors, through Him that loved us “.“ 


* Rom, viii. 37. 
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Scripture Charetters, chiefly confined to the ſaints— an 
uluſtricous company——exhibit true religion—ſhew the 
efficacy of divine” grace teſtiſy of Chriſt —diſplay the 
excellence of faith—exhort us to run the ſpiritual race— 
laying ajide every weight, eſpecially the beſetting ſin 
10 maintain parience, aud 10 look unto Feſus. 


Our ſhort account of the principal hiſtories in the 
old teſtament has exhibited the characters of ſome pre- 
ſumptuous ſinners: ſuch were Cain, Pharaoh, Balaam, 
Saul, Ahab, and Belſhazzar. But our attention has 
been chiefly turned towards the ſaints of God, © the 
excellent of the earth,” * redeemed from amongſt 


). 


men;” who were the means of continuing the Church, 
of ſupporting religion in the world, and gradually 
opening the way for the appearance of the great Re- 
deemer. Here, then, we make a ſolemn pauſe ; and, 
in order to fix a deeper impreſſion on our minds in 
favour of true piety, we once more direct our regard 
to perſons of the latter deſcription. | 

The ancient “ fathers, where are they? and the 
prophets, do they live for ever * ?” They have paſſed 


in ſucceſſion before us : and we obſerve, that when they 


* Zech. i. 5. 
had 
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had ſeverally acted their parts, they retired and gave 
place to others. Having quitted the earth, they have 
now entered on a more glorious ſtate of exiſtence, and 
te received the end of their faith,” amidſt the nume- 
Tous ſociety of © the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect.“ 
Their condition is unalterably determined; but does 
not our's yet appear in ſuſpenſe ? Do we in any mea- 
ſure reſemble them? Or have we any juſt ground of 
hope and expectation, that we ſhall attain the ſame 
bleſſed inheritance? They were uſeful in their day, 
their light ſhone around them: they were all as ſo 
many witneſſes for God, while they lived, bearing teſti- 
mony to His truth, and teaching men by their exam- 
ples and inſtructions the nature and neceſſity of un- 
feigned and fervent devotion. Even now alſo, © being 
dead, they yet ſpeak” to us. O let their voice be heard, 
and their exhortations complied with! They may be 
conſidered as looking on all the followers of the Lamb, 
and encouraging them to * endure to the end.” They 
can tell us, how excellent is the ſervice, in which we 
are engaged; how faithful and gracious the Maſter, 
whom we are called to obey ; how ſufficient the ſup- 
port, which He will adminiſter under all our trials; 
how ſure and glorious the recompence, which He will 
finally beſtow. This is the repreſentation of an in- 
ſpired writer; this the application, which he makes 
of ScaieTuksE CHARACTERS, After recounting the 
achievements of the ancient worthies, he thus cloſes 
the ſubject, * Wherefore, ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed 
about with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay 


alide every weight, and the ſin which doth ſo eaſily be- 
| ſet 
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ſet us, and let us run with patience the race that is ſet 
before us, looking unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher 
of our faith *.“ 

While we are ſtruggling with many and ſevere diffi- 
culties in the ways of God, the caſes of thoſe, who 
have trodden the road before us, may afford us ſome 
relief and conſolation, We may be dejected, perhaps, 
on account of the ſmall number of thoſe, who fear 
God: but if we extend our view to paſt ages, and 
conſider what an illuſtrious company of this very de- 
ſcription, from righteous Abel to the coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt, have finiſhed their courſe honourably, and 
te entered into the joy of their Lord ;” we ſhall find 
that we are far from being ſingular, and that our con- 
duct is ſufficiently juſtified, our hopes confirmed, by 
the examples of a large and moſt excellent ſociety, 
«© We are compaſſed about with a great cloud of wit- 
neſles.” | | 

Let us examine their teſtimony, Tt will be allowed 
that they exhibit a pattern of true religion, and ſhew 
us, © what manner of perſons we ought to be in all 
holy converſation and godlineſs:“ for in each of them 
we diſcover ſomething to be admired and imitated, 
Did they manfully reſiſt temptation, and dare to differ 
from their reſpective generations in principle and prac- 
tice, thereby incurring contempt and oppoſition? They 
teach us, that we muſt © come out and be ſeparate” 
from ſinners, and that it were vain to look for the 
friendſhip of the world, if we would be the friends of 
God. Were they attentive to the worſhip, and zeal- 

* Heb. xii. 1 5 


ouſly 


CONCLUSION, $23 


oufly concerned for the glory, of God, exerting all their 
influence to bring others to the knowledge and the love 
of Him? We ſhould conclude, that it is equally incum- 
bent upon us to poſſeſs the ſame pious affections to- 
wards God and man, the ſame courage and perſever- 


ance in promoting real godlineſs. While we perceive 


their ſteadfaſt reliance on the Redeemer, their lively 
expectations through the diyine Covenant, and their 
exemplary conduct; we learn the neceſſity, and admire 
the beauteous connection and harmony, of thoſe three 
leading graces, faith, hope, and charity, in all the heirs 
of heaven. | 

We ſhall ſcarcely be called to any place or circum- 
ſtances, but we may diſcover in one or other of them 
a direction for our behaviour, a pattern for our imita- 
tion. Are we doubtful, how we ought to act? Let 
us aſk, not, What is the practice or the wiſh of the 
world around vs? but, What would Noah, Abraham, 
Moſes, Samuel, David, or Daniel have done, in a 
ſimilar ſituation? We need not be afraid of following 
ſuch precedents as thele, Are we tempted to betray 
the cauſe of Chriſt; and turn apoſtates, that we may 
not ſuffer perſecution? Let us inquire, Which of 
the ſaints of old would have recommended or taken 
ſuch a ſtep? Or if ungodly men would perſuade us, 
that there is nothing in religion worth contending for: 
let us conſult former generations; and the lives and 
deaths of many, whoſe characters we have contemplat- 
ed, will ſufficiently prove its truth, its importance, and 
pnſpeakable value. Though it may almoſt be laugh- 
ed out of countenance among ourſelyes, we dare pro- 

nounce 
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nounce from their united teſtimony, that it is not a 
fraud, a mere fancy, or deluſion, but a ſolid reality, 
which will ſupport and comfort the ſoul in deepeſt 
diſtreſſes, and procure an. ample recompence to all its 
faithful votaries. Let us poſſeſs the grace for which 
they were conſpicuous, and we alfo ſhall bear witneſs, 
that all the precepts and appointments of our God are 
right and excellent, that He delighteth in the proſperity 
of his ſervants, and that his ways are ways of Pen 
neſs and peace. 

Their high attainments may ſeem to exalt them ſo 
far above us, as to forbid all our hopes of imitation. 
But ſhould we inquire of them, Who made you to 

differ from others?“ They would all reply, © In us, 
that is in our fleſh, dwelt no good thing ; neither have 
we any thing, that we did not receive: for the Lord 
alone hath wrought all our works in us.” And will 
not ſuch a declaration ſuggeſt the ſtrongeſt encourage- 
ment? For now we perceive in them, what the grace 
of God enables his people to do. When we view the 
faith of Abraham, the meekneſs of Moſes, the patience 
of Job, the ardent devotion of David, the unſhaken 
courage and integrity of Daniel and his three compa- 
nions, who © jeoparded their lives unto the death,” we 
do not merely admire the excellence of the men, but 
we praile God, © who makes his ſtrength perfect in 
weakneſs,” and we are led to pray, that He would 
ce work in us both to will and to do, and fulfil in us, 
all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs.” 

Do you plead your utter inability to copy their ex- 
ample? We refer you to Him, © whoſe grace is ſuf- 
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ficient for you,” and aſſure you, that His hand is not 
ſhortened that it cannot fave, neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear *,” But if you remain proud, ma- 
licious, vindictive, covetous, or intemperate, * are ye 
not carnal, and walk as men ? The knowledge of 
the Saviour would ſubdue in you theſe evil affections; 
and his Spirit would render you, as 1t did the ancient 
ſaints, humble, patient, devout, and heavenly-minded. 
For the fruit thereof © is love, joy, peace, longſuf- 
fering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tempe- 
rance |.” | 8 
Should we examine further into the teſtimony of 
theſe witneſſes, they would all agree in declaring the 
infinite value of Chriſt, and the efficacy of a firm re- 
liance upon Him. We need not inquire, with what 
degree of clearneſs they underſtood the great plan of 
ſalvation, or compare the different revelations deliver- 
ed to the Church in the different ages of the world. 
Suffice it to ſay, that they were divinely inſtructed to 
look forwards to the appearance of a glorious perſonage 
as the Redeemer of ſinners, and to fix their whole de- 
pendence on Him. -The Goſpel, therefore, was preach- 
ed to them, as well as to us; and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was the grand object of their deſire, as he ſhould 
be of our's. To Him our firſt parent Adam directed 
his regard, when he received the original promiſe of 
te the ſeed of the woman $.” Righteous Abel truſted 
in Him, when he offered an excellent facrifice by 
faith |, © Abraham rejoiced to ſee His day; and he 


* 2 Cor. xii. 9. Iſa. lix. 1. + 1 Cor. iii. 3. f Gal. v. 22, 23. 
$ Gen, ili. 15, |] Heb. xi. 4. 
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ſaw it, and was glad *.” Moſes wrote and propheſied 
much concerning Him, as © the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to every one that believeth +.” David 
throughout his pſalms, * teſtified the ſufferings of 
. Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow;” and with 
his dying breath ſang his praiſe, while he exulted in 
t the everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things and 
ſure .“ Jeremiah proclaimed his name as“ The 
Lord our righteouſneſs ;” and Daniel alſo declared 
that © Meſſiah the Prince ſhould be cut off, to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs &.“ 

We need not add more. © Many prophets and 
righteous men deſired to ſee thoſe things, which we 
ſee, and have not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe things 
which we hear, and have not heard them |.” —<© They 
received not the promiſe,” in the full completion; 
God having provided ſome better thing for us, that 
they without us ſhould not be made perfect 4,” Would 
they not, then, exhort us, © Prize your opportunities, 
and be thankful that the clear light of the Goſpel ſhines 
upon you? O conſider the excellency and the worth 
of the Saviour, who is evidently ſet forth crucified 
among you! See that ye refuſe him not. While he 
comes to bleſs you, let every heart be open to receive 
him; for he is the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and 
altogether lovely. Look unto Him, and be ye ſaved 


* John viii. 56. + Luke xxiv. 27. John v. 46. Rom. x. 4. 
ft Luke xxiv. 44. 1 Pet. i. 11. 2 Sam. xxiii. 15. 
$ Jer. xxiii. 6, Dan. ix. 24—26, Matt. xiii. 17. 
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all the ends of the earth. Elſe, how ſhall you eſcape, 
if you neglect ſo great ſalvation ?” 

What regard do we pay to their teſtimony? Do 
we deſire, as they did, to look into the great myſtery 
of godlineſs? Alas! is it not generally ſlighted or de- 
ſpiſed? Many will not ſeriouſly examine it, but turn 
away from it with diſguſt, and reproach thoſe as fools 
and enthuſiaſts, who ſeem to be properly affected by it 
and concerned for its advancement. Let us, however, 
be wiſe for ourſelves, and “ know the time of our vi- 
ſitation,” leſt theſe ancient witneſſes riſe up in judg- 
ment to condemn us. 

They exhibit an indubitable proof of the advantage 
and powerful effects of believing in the Saviour. 
Faith conſtituted the moſt diſtinguiſhed part of their 
character; and to this principle we are taught to aſ- 
cribe their eminent attainments in-holineſs, and uſeful- 
neſs in the world. We appeal to the ſhort abſtract of 
their hiſtory in the eleventh chapter of the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, as a full confutation of the prevailing 
notion, that faith relaxes moral obligations, and leads 
to licentiouſneſs. There we ſee, not only that a re- 

liance upon the promiſes of God is pleaſing to Him, 
and procures all ſpiritual bleſſings, but alſo that it re- 
gulates the tempers of the mind and the general con- 
duct of the life, fo as to incline and enable men to 
perform the moſt arduous duties, in contempt of the 
ſevereſt ſufferings. We are aſſured, that“ by it the 
elders obtained a good report *.“ With an inflexi- 
ble perſcverance they reſiſted all enticements to evil, 


* Heb, xi. 2. 
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and defied the menaces of their ſtrongeſt enemies; 
becauſe they believed God, and could truſt themſelves 
in his hands, depending on his engagements in the 
Covenant. | 
Many warm advocates for the doctrines of Reve- 
lation, poſſibly, may be inattentive to works of righ- 
teouſneſs. But the reaſon is, they poſſeſs not the prin- 
| Ciple to which they pretend. What was Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job? Were they not exemplary 
patterns of practical religion ? and yet by faith alone 
they attained this eminence. Would you follow their 
ſteps? Seek to bring your hearts under the influence 
of God's truth. Receive and credit his word as they 
did, and you will manifeſt all the graces of the Chriſ- 
tian character; you will gain the victory over your 
ſpiritual adverſaries, and triumph againſt the world; the 
fleſh, and the Devil. But unhelief would keep you 
under the bondage of corruption; for with ſuch a tem- 
per of mind you would be enſlaved, if not to groſs 
ſenſuality, yet to ſecret pride, which 1s equally deteſt- 
able ; and fin, in one ſhape or another, would retain its 
dominion over you. | | 
What concluſion, then, do we draw from the atteſ- 
tation of theſe witneſſes? We cannot be at a loſs 
for the application, If They were ſo much in earneſt, 
let none of Us trifle, If they had ſuch a regard to the 
intereſt of religion, we ought not to be aſhamed of it. 
If they poſſeſſed ſo devout and cordial an eſteem for 
Chriſt, when his grace and glory were obſcured under 
the types and ſhadows of the law, with what admiration, 
love, gratitude, and obedience, ſhould we look up to 
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him, ſince the true light of the Goſpel. now ſhineth 
with all the brightneſs of the meridian ſun! May we 
not add with the Apoſtle, © Let us lay aſide every 
weight, and the ſin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and let 
us run with patience the race that is ſet before us, look- 
ing unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher of our faith ?” 

We are called to a conteſt, as were the ſaints of 
old. This may be fitly compared to a race, in which 
many perſons are engaged, and all aim at the ſame 
prize. The diligence and ardour, neceſſary for thoſe 
who vie with each other in running, are equally ſo for 
thoſe who would ſave their ſouls, and gain an admiſſion 
into heaven. Every nerve muſt be ſtrained, the whole 
man exerted, and the reward, enſured ta each ſucceſsful 
competitor, will be glorious indeed; not a corruptible 
crown, but an incorruptible. This is a matter of uni- 
verſal concern. © The race is ſet before us:“ The 
conteſt is propoſed to us all; and the path is marked 
out, in which we muſt proceed; nor are we at liberty 
to chooſe another. We mult likewiſe obſerve the 
rules, which are minutely preſcribed: for © no man 
is crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully.” Come, then, 
give in your names, and enter the liſts; encouraged by 
thoſe worthy characters, who have gone before, who 
have finiſhed their courſe with joy, and obtained the 
victory. 

For this end, you muſt 2 lay aſide every weight,” 
caſt off the things which are moſt dear and profitable, 
if they would delay your progreſs. Thoſe, who are 
oppreſſed with a heavy burden, cannot move with ſpee- 
dy ſteps; for they are prevented from making the ne- 
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ceſſary efforts. And thus many are obſtructed in the 
Chriſtian race by the cares and vanities of the world, 
the pleaſures or the pride of life. Are you candidates 
for heaven? Will you not, then, part with that, what- 
ever it may be, which proves an hindrance to you ? 
Or will you not inquire, what has impeded or retard- 
ed you? To what ſhall we aſcribe your flow advance- 
ment? Are you not retaining, or deſiring, forbidden 
enjoyments, going after covetouſneſs, er fooliſh amuſe- 
ments? and are not your affections divided between 
things temporal, and things eternal? Would you 
*« ſo run, that you may obtain; you mult © forget 
thoſe things which are behind, and reach forth unto 
thoſe things which are before, and preſs toward the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus“.“ But, while you loiter, time paſſes 
away ; the day of grace is expiring ; the ſeaſon allotted 
for exertion will ſoon be cloſed ; and, when the night 
cometh, the conteſt will be finally decided, and no 
more renewed for ever. ; | 
Sin, then, of every kind muſt be immediately re- 
nounced : but there is one fin particularly dangerous. 
It is that, which doth ſo eaſily beſet us;” to which 
we are moſt inclined, and by which we are moſt fre- 
quently overcome. This may be different in different 
perſons: the conflitution of your bodies, the natural 
tempers of your minds, your ſituations, connections, 
and employments in life, expoſe you to various fnares, 
So the characters, we have delineated, are marked with 
peculiar failings : in ſome we have ſeen a tendency to 


* Phil, iii. 13, 14. | 
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pride, or covetouſneſs, in others to cowardice, or un- 
belief. You will readily diſcover your own weakneſs ; 
and there eſpecially you muſt ſet and continue your 
watch. Do not ſpare your favourite, your boſom luſts ; 
nor retain your right hand, or right eye, if they offend 
you“: but be reſolute, be determined to put them from 
you, though by a painful operation, rather than come 
ſhort of the prize. Would you ſay, This is a ſmall 
faulc? So it may appear to you: but you are unfair 
Judges ; and you ſhould be reminded, that many have 
periſhed for ever, in conſequence of what they have 


accounted trivial faults. Not to mention, that one 


tranſgreſſion leads the way to another and a greater, 
we obſerve, that if there be a ſin more neceſſary to be 
abandoned than all the reſt, it is that © which moſt ea- 
ſily beſets you; becauſe it is continually near you, ſo- 
liciting indulgence; it aſſaults and baffles you, before 
you perceive the attack; and therefore it will moſt 
eftectually prevent your adyancement, if not accelerate 


your deſtruction, 
In your ſpiritual courſe you are alſo required to 


ce run with patience;“ which implies that many and 
ſevere difficulties muſt be expected and endured, 
From the very compariſon of a race, it muſt be con- 
cluded, that ſtrenuous exertions are to be made; and 
it would be folly to obje& to Chriſtianity on this ac- 
count. Yet do you not “ faint in your minds, being 
wearied” and diſcouraged by the yarious trials, which 
you meet with? You complain of inward temptations 
and outward oppoſition, the corruptions of your nature, 


} 
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the unkindneſs and treachery of friends, the frowns of 
the world, diſappointments and loſſes in trade, and the 
ſuggeſtions of your grand adverſary the Devil; and you 
ſeem to wonder, * as if ſome ſtrange thing had hap- 
pened unto you.” You forget, © that the fame afflic- 
tions are accompliſhed in your brethren, and that you 
cannot enter the kingdom any otherwiſe, than © through 
much tribulation ?. Look at the generations of old: 
were not the faithful ſervants of God in every age op- 
preſſed with ſimilar or greater troubles? Yet they 
perſevered in a calm and peaceful expectation of a glo- 
rious recompence. * Take, my brethren, the pro- 
phets who have ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for 
an example of ſuffering affliction and of patience. Be- 
hold, we count them happy, which endure f.“ Then 
renew the conteſt with freſh vigour; or, though 
ec faint, yer purſue.” For conſider the terrible conſe- 
quences, if you relinquiſh the race, and draw back : 
ſhame, confuſion, torment, and deſpair will be your 
portion for ever. | 
One further direction is added to all thoſe, who are 
competitors for the heavenly prize: © Look unto Jeſus 
the author and finiſher of your faith.“ This is ſo im- 
portant, that the obſervance of all other rules, however 
excellent, would avail nothing without it. You can- 
not hold on your way, unleſs you receive continual 
fupplies of ſtrength : and ſuch ſupplies are to be ob- 
tained only by an application to the Saviour, While, 
therefore, you feel and lament your weakneſs, lift up 
your eyes to Him. You are ready to ſtumble and to 


* 1 Pet. v. 9. Acts xiv. 22. f James v. 10, 11. 
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fall; but he reacheth forth his hand to ſupport and in- 
vigorate your ſouls. © He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might He increaſeth ſtrength. 
hey, that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their 
ſtrength : they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles, 
they ſhall run and not be weary, and they ſhall walk 
and not faint “.“ 

You muſt © look unto Jeſus” alſo, for your entire 
acceptance with God, as well as for ability to perſe- 
vere, You cannot demand an admiſſion into heaven, 
on the ground of merit, for your own fidelity and di- 
legence; but you may implore and expect forgiveneſs, 
peace, and eternal life, through the atoning facrifice 
and prevailing interceſſion of your great High Prieſt. 
ce The crown of righteouſneſs,” to which you aſpire, 
is the purchaſe of his blood, the gift of his love. 

But while you depend upon. his righteouſneſs for 
your whole ſalvation, you are to pay a continual regard 
to his example. Many illuſtrious characters have been 
ſet before you : but the grand pattern of all excellence 
and perfection yet remains to be exhibited, He, in- 
deed, infinitely ſurpaſſes and eclipſes the reſt. If the 
others be as ſtars in the firmament, this glorious Lu- 
minary even exceeds the ſun in its brightneſs. Fix 
your eyes on Him, till you partake of his ſplendour. 
« Look unto Him,” to obſerve the ſteps in which He 
trod; for as He was in this world, ſo muſt you be: 
and you are to be followers of the ſaints, only ſo far as 


they were of Chriſt f. 


* Iſa. xl. 2931. + 1 Cor, xi. 1. 
Mm 3 « He 


534 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


« He is the author and finiſher of our faith,” He 
has inſtituted the race, and invited you to the conteſt. 
He has pointed out the way; He alſo will encourage 
and ſtrengthen you, throughout the courſe : He waits 
at the end to receive you; He will then publicly de- 
clare his approbation of you before men and angels, 
« Well done, good and faithful ſervants ;”” and with 
his own hands He will put upon you the crown of un- 
fading glory. 8 

O what acclamations of gratitude and love to Jeſus 
will reſound from all the Church triumphant! Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs, as well 
as inferior ſaints, will acknowledge to the praiſe of 
his rich and ſovereign mercy, He was the author 
and the finiſher of our faith: To Him we are indebt- 
ed for the beginning, the progreſs, and the completion 
of his grace in our ſouls.” They will bow with ſu- 
preme adoration before Him, and ſay, © Thou haſt re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation; and haſt made 
us unto our God kings and prieſts, Therefore, Bleſſ- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power be unto Him 
that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever*!” Amen. | 


# Rev. v. 9, 10, 13- 
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As EDR O. See SHADRACH. 

ABEL, a ſhepherd, offered a ſacrifice from the beſt of his flock, 
by faith, I. 34—accepted, 36—a holy man, and therefore 
bated and murdered by Cain, z38—the firſt martyr, 39—his 
blood cried to God, but not as that of Chriſt, 42, 

ABRAM, the friend of God, I, 78, 95 -a deſcendant of Shem, 
do- called from his native country, $1—the reaſons of this 
ſeparation, 82—obeyed the call by faith, 85 —ſojourned in 
Canaan, 88—maintained the public worſhip of the true God 
diſtreſſed by famine, retired to Egypt, where he denied his 
wife, 89—upon his return to Canaan, parted from Lot, 
received freſh promiſes, gi reſcued Lot—-met by Melchiſe- 
dec, 92—diſtreſſed, as having no heir; comforted by further 
aſſurances of divine favour, and a ſolemn ratification of the 
Covenant, 96—juſtified by faith, gg-—-married Hagar, by 
whom he had Iſhmael, 100—obtained freſh promiſes, and was 
called ABR An A MmcCircumciled-—aflured of the birth of Iſaac, 
and of the Saviour through him, 103—109--viſited by three 
Angels, 112—interceded for Sodom, 113—commended for 
the religious management of his family, 11 FRE rg wg 
concerning his wife in Philiſtia, 116—rejoiced at the birth of 
Iſaac—diſmiſſed Hagar and Iſhmael, 117—ſojourned in Phi- 
liſtia, 118—required to offer up Iſaac, 119—comforted by 
promiſes of the Saviour, 124—buried Sarah—procured a wife 
for lſaac—married again, 128—died—received up to heaven, 
129. h 

/ pro See Davin. 

ADam, the world prepared for him, I. 5—created, and ap- 
pointed God's vicegerent, 6—required to ſanctify the ſeventh 
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day forbidden to eat of the tree of knowledge received Eve, 
made in the image of God, as reſembling Him, in know- 
ledge, 9—holineſs, 11—happineſs, 12—fell from this glorious 
ſtate, 16—the malignity of his offence, 18—and its awful 
conſequences, in his body, and in his ſoul, 21—condemned, 
22—received a promiſe of the Saviour, 23—involved his poſ- 
terity in extreme mifery, corruption, and condemnation, 25— 
driven out of Paradiſe, 2g—died at the age of 930 years, zo. 
Aras, the 7th king of the 10 tribes of Iſrael, more abandoned 
than all his 5 predeceſſors, II. 241—an idolater— 
married Jezebel, who inſtigated him to greater wickedneſs, 
243 —thrcatened by Elijah with a drought, 244—periecuted 
him pattonized Baal's prieſts, -conſented to their maſſacre, 
245 — delivered from the famine, 246—reproved for his con- 
duct to Benhadad, 248—coveted and ſeized Naboth's vine- 
yard, 245—confounded by Elijah's reproof, 25 1—reprieved, 
on his appearing to humble himſelf, 252—prepared for war 
againſt Syria, hated Micaiah, and impriſoned him, 253— 
wounded in battle, — died, 254. 
Afiidions, the lot of ſaints, I. 120, 205, 215, 233, 255, 260, 
263, 267, 308, 315, 335: II. 20, 91, 101, 117, 503, 531. 
See Patience. The means of converſion, II. 359. 
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BanY1oN, extent and ſplendor of, II. 40, 436. See Captivity 
—taken by Cyrus, 444. | 

Bqackſliders, (See Falls) encouraged to return, II. 152, 236, 267, 
289, 325, 326, ſhould prove their recovery, 265. 

BALAAM, exhibits the bad effects of covetouſneſs, I. 470— 
eminent for wiſdom— invited by Balak to curſe Iſrael, 472— 
rejected the firſt propoſal—ftaggered by the ſecond,—aſked 
leave of God, 473—went—ſtopped by an angel, and rebuked, 
474—permitted to proceed, 475—conſtrained to bleſs Iſrael, 
and propheſy of the Saviour, 479 —ſeduced the Ifraelites by 
the Moabitiſh woman, 455—died fighting againſt Iſrael, 487. 

BELSHAZZAR, grandſon of Nebuchadnezzar, befieged by Cyrus, 
II. 436—at an intemperate feaſt, introduced the holy veſſels, 
437-—ſuddenly confounded by a handwriting—in vain conſulted 
the Magi, 43c—ſent for Daniel, who reproved him, 44 1—lain 
that very night by the Medes and Perſians, 4433. 


e. 

Cain, Adam's firſt born, deceived his mother's expettation, 
I. 33z—a tiller of the ground—worſhipped God, but not by 
faith, 34—rejeted, 36—quarrelled with God—filled with 
vile affections—murdered Abel, 38—arraigned, condemned, yet 
bardened, 39—a wretched wanderer—marked upon his coun- 
tenance, 40. 

Captivity of the Fews in Babylon, II. 392, 406, 420——releafe from 
it, 465—409, 474. in 

| Chilaren, 


INDEX 


Children, See Parents, and Young Perſons. capable of religion 
inſtructed from Samuel, II. 242— warned of fin, 301. 
 CurisT, See Redeemer, IE 
Church, God's care over it, I. 171, 344, 392, 490. II. 296, 333, 
465, 484, 503, 515, 7 | 
Circumciſun appointed, I. 104. | 
Conſcience, force of, I. 271, 284. II. 440. 3 
Covenant, eſtabliſhed with Noah, I. 73 —with Abraham, 98, 103 
with Iſaac, 186 - with Jacob, 206, 228-—with David, II. 133 
the ground of his hope and conſolation, 189 — with Chriſt, 209 
revealed to Jeremiah, 400. | | | 
Cyrus beſieged and took Babylon, II. 444—forctold by name 
permitted the Jews to return, 467, 


h D. e331 | 

DaxitL, a deſcendant of David, taken priſoner to Babylon, 
when very young, II. 448—eminent for wiſdom, 44y—diſco- 
vered and interpreted Nebuchadnezzar's viſion, 451—let over 
the province of Babyion—maintained his integrity, 452—pro- 
moted his three friends—not accuſed like them, 423—ex- 
plained the king's dream-—reproved Belſhazzar—attentive to 
religion, 454—prime miniſter under Darius—bated by the 
great for his piety, 456—forbidden by. the King's edit to 
pray, 457—continued to worſhip God thrice a day, 4;8—caſt 
into the lions den—reſcued, and reſtored to honour, 460— 
faſted and prayed, 461—received ſingular revelations, 462— 
probably obtained the releaſe of the*Jews—died in Chaldea, 
very old, 463. 

David, his character ſeverely attacked, II. 82—his extraction, 
and appointment to the throne, 84—called to court, 86 
conquered Goliath, 87 —preferred, but foon perſecuted, by the 
king, go—married Michal—predent, and beloved, 92—mira- 
culouſly protected from Saul's perſecutions, 93 - conſulted 
with Jonathan, and fled for his life, 94—called on Ahimelech, 
96 took refuge with the Philiſtines-retired to a cave, 97 
accompanied by Gad. removed to Judah, 98 - ſaved the men of 
Keilah, yet obliged to leave the town through their treachery, 
g99—wandered under the care of Heaven—vilited and encou- 
raged by Jonathan—reſcued from Saul, by an invaſion of the 
Philiſtines, 100—maintained holy tempers under his afflictions, 
103—ſpared Saul's life in the cave, 104+-provoked by Nabal's 
churliſhneſs, 107—married Abigail, 108—again ſpared Saul, 
109—retired to the Philiſtines, 110—favoured by Achiſh, 111 
—diſmiſſed from his ſervice, 112—diſtreſſed by the loſs of 

his city, family, and poſſeſſions, and by the rage of his own 
people againit him, truſted in God, 113—recovered all from 
the enemy, 114—mourned for Saul and Jonathan, 115--re- 
moved to Hebron, where he was acknowledged king, 116— 
recompenſed the men who buried Saul, 121—oppoſcd by Iſh- 


boſheth, and diſtreſſed by Joab's murder of Abner, 122—pu- 
| niſhed 
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liſtines, fell backward, and died, 17, 


TN: Di Bj X: 


- niſhed the murderers of Iſhboſheth, 124—declared king of 


all Iſrael, and proſpered, 125—prepared to conduct the ark 
to Jeruſalem, 127—diſpleaſed at Uzzah's death, but after three 
months brought the ark, and rejoiced before God, 128—regu- 
lated the divine ſervice, 129—performed the duties of family 
religion, 13i—deſpiſed by his wife Michal, 132—forbidden 
to build the temple, yet comforted by divine promiſes, 133— 
ſubdued various enemies, 137 dedicated the ſpoils to God, 
138—adminiſtered juſtice—ſhewed favour to Mephiboſheth, 
139 —went to war with the Ammonites, 140—ſinned with 
Bathſheba, 141—contrived Uriah's death, 143—married Bath- 
ſheba, 144—reproved by Nathan, 145—repented, 146—his 
behaviour on the child's fickneſs and death, 147—what may be 
learned from his fall, 149—15z3—obtained a . the 
Ammonites, 155—his treatment of them, 156— diſtreſſed by 
the wickedneſs of his ſons, Amnon and Abſalom, 157—fled 
from Jeruſalem, on account of Abſa!om's conſpiracy, 158— 
curſed by Shimei, 160—ſent out a numerous army to oppoſe 
Abſalom, 162—grieved for his death, 163—recalled to the 
government, 164—rebelled againſt by Sheba, 166—dire&ed 
to give up ſeven of Saul's deſcendants to the Gibeonites, 1679— 
praiſed God for his victories, and for Meſſiah, 168—com- 
manded his ſubjects to be numbered, 169—puniſhed by a de- 


ſtructive peſtilence, 191—prayed, and obtained mercy for 
"Jeruſalem, 173—prepared materials for the temple, 174— 


married Abiſhag, 197—appointed Solomon his ſucceſſor, 178 
——exerted himſelf to the laſt, 199—ſettled the divine ſervice, 


180—gave a public and ſolemn. charge to Solomon, 181— 


praiſed God, 182—left private directions with Solomon, 186— 
in his laſt words propheſied of the Saviour, 187—died in a 
good old age, 191. 

A Preacher, a Prophet, and an inſpired writer—his pſalms, 
predictions of Chriſt, 194q—his imprecations, 196 -conſidered 
as a type of Mefliah, who was called by the ſame name, and 
born in the ſame town, 198 —a Shepheru— appointed of God, 
and conſecrated, to be a King, 2co—long oppoſed, reproach- 


ed, and perſecuted, 201—under ſpiritual deſertion, 204— 


Head of the Heathen as well as of all Iſrael, 2o5—ruled in 
righteouſneſs, 207—regulated the divine ſervice, 208 par- 
doned enemies, and puniſhed the obſtinately rebellious—con- 
firmed in the throne by covenant, 2zog—yet far inferior to the 
Saviour, 210, | 

1 


K 


EL t, bigh-prieft and judge of Iſrael, raſhly cenſured Hannah, 


II. 4—bleſſed her--pleaſed with Samuel's miniſtry, 5—un- 
happy in his own two ſons, whom he reproved, but too ten- 
derly, 6—rebuked and threatened by the Lord, 11—yet an 
upright man—meekly ſubmitted to the Lord, 15-—trembled for 
the ark of God, and, hearing that it was taken by the Phi- 


EL1JAH 


IN D E X. 
EL1Jan reſembled Moſes and John Baptiſt attended our Lord 


on the mount —commiſſioned to warn the Iſraelites, II. 273 
—threatened Ahab with a drought, 274 protected from his 
rage — fed by ravens, 275 —ſent to Zarephath, and there mi- 
raculouſly ſapported with a poor widow, 277—raiſed her ſon 
to life—again reproved Ahab, 279—confounded the worſhip- 
pers of Baal, and flew the idolatrous prieſts, 281—obtained 
rain by prayer, 284—fled for his life, 285—wiſhed to die, 
286—had a ſingular revelation at mount Horeb, 287—anointed 
Eliſha—convicted and ſentenced Ahab, in Naboth's vineyard, 
289—reproved Ahaziah's ſervants, 2go—called down fire from 
heaven, 291—diligently viſited the ſchools of the prophets, di- 
vided Jordan—taken up to heaven, 293. 

ELIs HA, appointed to the prophetic office, II. 297—attended on 
Elijah, aſked for a double portion of his ſpirit, 298—lamented 
his loſs—took his mantle, with which he divided Jordan, 299 
— healed the waters of Jericho, 300—curſed the children at Be- 
thel, 301—accompanied the confederate armies againſt the Mo- 

abites, 303—multiplied the widow's oil, 304—received by the 
pious Shunamite, 305—raiſed her ſon to life, 306.—viſited and 
relieved the ſons of the prophets—his behaviour and directions 
to Naaman, 309—detected and puniſhed Gehazi, 2 
iron to ſwim—diſcloſed the king of Syria's counſels—his con- 
duct toward the Syrian army, 313 —threatened by Jehoram, on 
account of the famine—foretold a ſpeedy deliverance, 315 re- 
compenſed the Shunamite, 315—went to Damaſcus—conſulted 
by the king, warned Hazael, 317 —ſent to anoint Jeha—attend- 
ed on his dying bed by king Joaſh, 318—a dead body revived 
by touching his bones, 319. 

Exocn, the 7th from Adam, I. 43—walked with God, by faith, 
44—ſtudying to pleaſe Him, 46—as in His preſence, 479—and 
in communion with Him, 48—afſured of his acceptance - tranſ- 
lated to heaven, 49. | | 

Esa u deſpiſed and fold his birthright, I. 199—loſt his father's 

benediction, 191—threatened to murder Jacob, 204—met him 
with an armed body—reconciled to him, 220. 

EsTHER, a captive Jewels at Shuſhan, exalted to be queen, 
II. 506—afraid to petition the king againſt the deſtruction of 
the ſews—at laſt determined to do it, 509—faſted and prayed, 
510—obtained favour with the king, 511—procured Haman's 
deſtruction and Mordecai's advancement—and an edict in favour 
of the Jews, 514. 

Evk. See ADam. 

Ezra wrote the account of the Jews return, II. 466—and their 
rebuilding of the Temple, 470—eminent for his learning and 
holineſs—refided at Babylon, obtained a commiſſion from Ar- 
taxerxes, to go to Jeruſalem, 47 3—faſted and prayed, and 
then — ſafely with a large company, 475—reformed 
abuſes, 477-—wept and prayed, on account of the general 


corruption, 478—engaged the people to enter into a * 
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IN D E x. 


with God, 480 — continued to teach, when ſuperſeded as a ma- 
giltrate—a pattern to miniſters, 481. , | 


F. F 

Faith, neceſſity and effects of, I. 66, 85, 99, 125, 356, 365, 506. 

II. 89, 113, 190, 266, 276, 306, 316, 341, 344, 426, 460, 
491. 511, 527, 532. 

Fall of Adam, I. 16. | | 

Falls and imperfections of ſaints, I. 74, 89, 116, 131, 146, 186, 
234, 327, 332, 376, 379, 422, 430. II. 107, 110, 141—153, 
172, 229— 234, 261, 269, 285, 321, 331, 342, 349, 381, 388, 
389, 402—no objection to, but rather a confirmation of the 
{criptures, II. 83. 

Forgiveneſs of irjuries, I. 276, 285, 287, 394, 425, 440. II. 49, 
105, 161, 165, 292, 315. . | 


G. 

Government of God, ſovercign, myſterious, and holy, I. 64, gg, 
172, 196, 203, 225, 229, 235, 242, 257, 261, 266, 286, 337» 
352, 354, 464, 468, 490, 510. II. 41, 85, 101, 108, 125, 169, 
214, 259, 326, 334, 405, 408, 434, 468, 505, 508, See 
Afﬀfiictions, | | 


Haman, incenſed at Mordecai's refuſing to reverence him, II. 
e an edict to deſtroy the Jews, 508 invited to a 
anquet with the queen —elated, 511—yet mortified by Morde- 
cai, prepared a gallows for him, 3 12— required to conduct Mor- 
decai with royal pomp through the city, 5 13 —hanged on his 
own gallows, 514. | 


Hezkklan came to the throne, when Judah was in a low ſtate, 


II. 334—immediately began the work of reformation, 335— 
kept a remarkable paſſover, 336—deſtroyed idolatry, 338— 
proſpered—eminent in faith—artacked by Sennacherib, pre- 
pared for a vigorous defence, 341—his unbelieving apprehen- 
ſions, 342—his application to God, 343—delivered from the 
Aſſyrians, 344—magniked in the fight of the nations, 34;— 
miraculouſly recovered from a dangerous fickneſs, 346—praiſed 
God, 348—difplayed his treaſures to the Babylonian ambaſſa- 
dors, 349—reproved and threatened for his pride, 35;0—hum- 

| bled himſelf, and obtained mercy - proſpered - died much la- 

mented, 351. | | 
Houſe and fervice of God, to be valued, attended, and ſupported, I. 
41, 88, 118, 188, 502, 508, 514. II. 19, 54, 60, 127, 130, 
132, 184, 208, 217, 224, 339, 373» 472» 495- 

Hypecrites, their character, fin, and danger, I. 453—462, 471— 
488. II. 42-80. pen | 
* N 
AcoB, Choſen of God in preference to Eſau, I. 196 —his mo- 
ther's fayourite—purchaſed Eiau's biriheright, ahi; 1 
18 


IN D EX. 


his father's benediction, 200 —fled from Eſau, 204—his viſion 
at Bethel, 206—came to Laban, 210—married Leah, then Ra- 
chel, 211—increaſed in ſubſtance, 213—left Laban, 2i4—pur- 
ſued by him, but delivered, 218—had a viſion of Angels—pre- 
ared to meet Eſau, 219-—wreltled with God, 22c—received 
Z Eſau with kindneſs, 224—ſettled at Succoth, 226—removed 

to Bethel, where God appeared to him again, 227 —afflicted by 
Rachel's death, and his children's wickedneſs, 2 29 buried his 


father Iſaac, partial to Joſeph, 230—mourned for him, 231— - 
ſent his ſons into uf, 232—ralhly concluded all againſt him, 
ep 


234—heard of ] h and went to him, 235;=—introduced: to 
Pharaoh, 237—dicd in faith, 238. | 

Je hOsHA THAT, his excellent character, and attention to his king- 
dom, II. 257—proſpered, under the Lord's bleſſing, 258—joined 
affinity with Ahab, 261—viſfited him, and accompanied him to 
battle againſt Syria, 262—renewed his endeavours for the pub- 
lic good, 264—delivered from confederate hoſts, 265 —deſtroy- 
ed idolatry, 268—again and again aſſociated with the profane 
court of Iſrael, and ſuffered for it, 269. 

JerEMtan, called to the prophetical office, II. 385—ſeconded 
Joſiah's attempts for reformation, 386—reſcued from the men of 
Anathoth, 387 —diſcouraged, 3388—apprehended and arraigned, 
acquitted, 399—ſent Baruch to read his prophecies, 391 wrote 
to the captives in Babylon, 392 —his conference with Zedekiah, 
393—caſt into priſon, favoured with revelations, 394—when 
releaſed, boldly reproved both the king and the people, 395 — 
caſt into a dungeon conſulted by Zedekiah, reſcued by Ebed- 
melech, 396—continued a priſoner, till Jeruſalem was taken 
favoured by Nebuchadnezzar—dwelt in Judea—carried into 
Egypt, 397—a pattern to all, eſpecially to the miniſters of 
Chriſt, 398—his 1mprecations conſidered, 402. | 

JexusaLEm beſieged, taken, and deſtroyed, II. 383, 393, 397, 
406, | | 

Jos, the reality of his hiſtory, I. 304—lived before Moſes, 305 
— his caſe inſtructive, 307 his excellent character, 308—of 
high rank, 309—religious, 310—charitabie, 311—dear to God, 

yet expoſed to Satan's temptations, 31 z3—4eprived of his ſub- 
ſtance and children, 316—ſubmitted, 318—afflicted with a 
rievous diſeaſe, 320==forlaken by his acquaintance—tempted 
by his wife, 321—maintained his integrity, 322—viſited by 
three friends, 326—betrayed impatience, 3238—accutied of hy- 
ocriſy, vindicated his ſincerity, yet blamable, 329g—harafled 
by Satan, 333—cenſured by Eliku—addreſſed by God him- 
ſelf, 336—humbled and recovered, 337—reſored to proiperity, 

0. 

18825 probably wrote his own hiſtory, II. 321 a prophet in 
Iſrael—ſent to Nineveh—refuſed to go, 322—ſalled to Tar- 
ſhiſh—overtaken by a ſtorm, 324—calt into the ſea—ſwallow- 
ed by a filh, 325—cried to God—delivered, zz - went and 
preached to the Ninevites, 327—repined at the divine mercy 

to 


IND E X. 

to them, 329—grieved immoderately for his gourd—reproved 
by God, 330. | 

Jos R, hated by his brethren, I. 244—his dreams, 246—ſold 
to Midianites, 247—taken to Egypt, and bought by Potiphar, 
248—had the Lord's preſence and bleſſing in his ſervitude, 249 
—reſifted the ſolicitations of his miſtreſs, 251—accuſed and 
thrown into priſon, 255—favoured by the jailer, 257—inter- 
preted the dreams of the king's officers, 258—forgatten by the 
chief butler, 259 —brought before Pharaoh, to interpret his 


| dream, 264—made governor over Egypt, 265—married, 268— 


furniſhed corn out of his ſtores, 269g—received his brethren, 
270—diſcovered himſelf to them, and ſent for his father, 275 — 
fold corn to the Egyptians, 279—viſited his fick father, 280— 
buried him, 282—comforted his brethren, 284—proſpered— 


_ © died in faith, 2875—typified Chriſt, in his ſufferings, 292—ad- 


vancement, 295—the benefits of his government, 298. 
Jos nu, the means of accompliſhing wonderful events, I. 492— 
the attendant of Moſes, 493z—appointed his ſucceſſor, 495—re- 
ceived gracious promiſes of ſupport,” 496—led the people thro? 
Jordan into Canaan, 498—inveſted and conquered Jericho, 503 
—ſubdued Ai, 507—his conduct towards the Canaanites vindi- 
cated, 50g—regulated the government and the divine ſervice, 
513 -aſſembled and exhorted the elders before his death, 514— 
a pattern to magiltrates and maſters of families, 516—typified 
the Saviour as Captain of the Lord's hoſts, 520—called by the 
ſame name, 521—ſent by a divine commiſſion, 522—fitted for 
his office, 5 23 conducted the people, 5 24 ſubdued their ene- 
mies by feebleſt means, 526—ſpared and received thoſe, who 
would ſubmit, 528—deſtroyed his oppoſers, 5 29—and fixed his 
people in the promiſed inheritance, 531. 
Jos ia, his early accefſion to the throne—piety, II. 369—zeal 
for reformation, 35 1—fulfilled a remarkable prophecy at Beth - 
el—reſtored the temple ſervice, 373—diftreſſed, upon hearing 
the law, 374—read it to the people, and bound them to the 
Lord by covenant, 376—celebrated the paſſover, 378—un- 
eee for his zeal, 380—wounded in fighting with the king 
of Egypt—lamented at his death, 381. 25 
Is Aà c, the child of promiſe, derided by Iſhmael, I. 174—accom- 
panied his father to the mount Moriah—ſubmitted to be bound, 
176—prefigured Chriſt, 179—a man of meditation married 
Rebekah, 182—prayed for a child partial to Eſau, 184—dri- 
ven by famine to Philiſtia, 18 5— received divine promiſes— 
equivocated concerning his wife, 186—harafſed by the Philiſ- 
tines, comforted by the Lord, 187—in total blindneſs, 189— 
deceived by Jacob, who obtained his benediction, 190—ſaw the 
two brothers reconciled—died, 193. 
Judges, ſtate of the Iſraelites under them, and their office, II. 3. 
| L. 4 
Lor attended Abraham in his pilgrimage, I. 132—ſeparated from 
him and choſe his abode at & om, 133—grieved and Rees 
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ed there, 136— taken err by Abram, 137 viſit- 
ed by two angels, and informed of Sodom's deſtruction, 138 
warned his ſons in law, 139 led out of Sodom, 140 petition- 
ed for Zoar, 141—loſt his wife, 144—fled from Zoar—betrayed 
into drunkenneſs and inceſt, 146. a | 


| | M. 

Magiſtrates, inſtructed from Joſeph, I. 269—Joſhua, 516— Eli, 
II. 10— Solomon, 219—Jehoſhaphat, 260— Joſiah, 371—Ezra, © 
479—Nehemiah, 498. * 

Max Ass EH began to reign, when 12 years old - eſtabliſhed ido- 
latry, II. 354 —practiſed witcheraft and other pagan impieties, 
355—a bloody perſecutor, 356—taken priſoner to Babylon— 
humbled himſelf—prayed—obtained mercy, 359 —reſtored to 
his kingdom—gave fell proof of his penitence, 352—but could 
not repair the miſchief he had done, 365. 

Marriages of believers with unbelievers, of moſt pernicious tendency, 

. 56.—II. 231, 243, 477, 499- | | 

Mes of families, their duty, I. 115, 310, 517.—II. 29, 131, 377, 
458. | | 

Py ROTOR met Abram and bleſſed him, I. 150—prefigured 
Chriſt as being both king and prieſt, 155—king of righteouſ- 
neſs and peace, 156—161—as a prieſt, inſtructing, ſacrificing, 
interceding, 162—166—reprefented alſo the unchangeable na- 
ture and miniſtry of Chriſt, 167-170, 

Mts HACH,—Sce SHADRACH. 29 

Miniſters, inſtructed from Noah, I. 62— Moſes, 44o—Eli, II. 10. 
— Samuel, 29, 34, 37——Solomon, 2 19—Micaiah, 253—Elijjah, 
282, 290, 294—Eliſha, 306, 308, 310, 318—Jeremiah, 399 
404—Daniel, 454—Ezra, 479, 481. 

MorDECAal, porter in the palace of Ahaſuerus, II. 5o6—refuſed 
to reverence Haman, 507—diſtrefſed by the edict for the de- 
ſtruction of the Jews, charged Eſther to interpofe for them, 
50g—bhonoured for his fidelity to the king, 513—advanced to 
Haman's place—uſed his influence for the protection of the Jews, 
514—confinued their firm friend, 517. 

Mos es, ſtate of religion and of the Iſraelites at his birth, I. 343— 
concealed, 349 —expoſed on the river, 350—taken up and 
adopted by Pharaoh's daughter, 35 1—Joined the Hebrews, 354 
—rejeted by them, 358 —fled for his life to Midian, and dwelt 
with Jethro as a ſhepherd, 361—had a revelation from God at 
mount Horeb, 369—unwilling to accept the commiſſion given 
him, 373—ſubmitted, and departed for Egypt, 376—obliged 
to circumciſe his ſon, 377—joined by Aaron, went to Pharaoh 
repulſed, 378—diſcouraged, 379—made a ſecond attempt with 

| Pharaoh, 381—wrought miracles, 382—led the Hebrews out of 
Egypt, 3879—purſued by Pharaoh, 388—divided the Red Sea, 
390—ſaw the Egyptians drowned, and praiſed the Lord, 391— 
his meekneſs, 394—fitted for his office, 396 - conducted the peo- 
ple towards Canaan, 399—unmoved by their murmurings, 399—— | 
| 1mots 
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ſmote the rock, 400—overcame the Amalekites, 401——viſited by 
Jethro, 402 —relieved by aſſiſtants, 404—received the law from 
Sinai, 405 prayed for the people, who xyere committing idolatry, 
410—igain admitted to an interview with God upon the mount, 
4i6b—geſcended with a viſible luſtre, veiled his face, 418—deli- 
vered me ogdinances, 420—departed from Sinai, 421—diſcou- 
raged, 422—allited in his office by 70 elders, 42 3—reproved 
for his unvelief,.424—reproached by Aaron and Miriam, 425— 
diitrctied by the report of the ſpies, 426-—oppofed by Korah, 
425—linncd, when he ſmote the rock for water, 429--ſaw 
Aaron die, 432—lfted up the ſerpent of bra{s—ſubdued vari- 
ous enemies, 433==vindicated in his conduct as a magiſtrate, 
43% —diſtreſied, when informed that he muſt die—defired a 
ſuccelior, 43; —laboured, to the cloſe of life, 436—propheſied 
ot Chriit, 43) —died, 438—butied, 439—a pattern to miniſters, 
440—a type of Chriſt, 443. | 
Murder, its keinoufncls and puniſhment, I. 40. 


N. | ; 
Nature, human, corruption of, I. 25—28, 32, 39, 55, 58, 63, 75, 
82, 131, 139, 147, 343, 406. II. 79, 145, 232, 270, 329, 
332, 354, 357, 414. See Falls of Saints. * | 
EBUCHADNEZZAR ſucceeded to and enlarged his father's domi- 
nions, 406—his magnificence, 407 —pride and oppreſſion, 409— 
had a revelation of the kingdom of Chriſt, 410-ſct up an im- 
me nſe idol, 41 1—his conduct towards the three pious Jews, 412 
warned of God in « dream, yet lifted up, 413—depoſed 
from his kingdom, 415—reſtored, changed, he praiſed God, 
1 . 5 
REELS cupbearer to Artaxerxes, II. 485—diftrefled for 
the low fate of Jeruſalem, 486——went with leave of the king and 
repaired that city, 487—reproached and oppoled—his faith and 
diligent attention, 491—his hberality, 493 —ftood firm againſt 
the various devices of his adverſaries, 49.—his care for the 
government of the city—caulſed the ſcriptures to be read, 496— 
appointed a fait, and bound the people by a covenant-to ſerve 
Ged—dedicated the walls to God, 497—at his ſecond journey to 
Jeruſalem, tound and corrected various abuſes, 498—appealed 
to God, reſpecting his ſervices, 500. | 
Noan, the wickedneſs of the world in his time, I. 55—defigned 
for eminent ſervices, his holy character, 6c—deſpiſed of 
men, 61—found favour with God, 62—acquainted with the 
urpoie of the deluge, 65—built the ark in faith, 66—pre- 
wi in it, 68—came out and offered ſacrifice, 7 1—received 
promiſes, - 73—law the world again corrupt, 74—tell into the 
fin of drunkenneſs, 7 5—recovered—foretold the ſtate of his poſ- 
terity, 76. 


O 


Ordinances, See Houſe of God. f f 
; | Parents, 


INDE X. 
b gag rod * * 
Parents, their partiality to their children condemned, I. 188, 190, 
230, 245—ſhould inſtruct agar their children, 115. 
II. 6, 10, 13, 24, 30, 157, 163, 178, 218, 302 27 regard 
due to = J. = — II. = EN "IT Ws ; 
Patience under affiiflions, I. 178, 234, 318, 425. II. 15, 109, 159, 
161, 204, 286, 351, 401, 531. See Afiidions. 


Perſecution for righteouſneſs ſake, I. 38, 42, 61, 176, 256, 449. & 


II. 93, 131, 202, 302, 356, 401, 429, 455; 49t, 494, 516, 


18. 

pus RAOH, an avowed enemy to God, I. 446—rejeted the peti- 
tion of Moſes and Aaron, and defied Jehovah, 447—perſecuted 
the Iſraelites —unhumbled under all the divine judgments, 450 
—terrified, but unwilling to ſubmit to God's terms, 453 con- 
feſſed his guilt, yet impenitent, 457—purſued the Hebrews, 
460—drowned in the Red Sea, 461—his obduracy and deſtruc- 

tion, how aſcribed to God, 462—exhibits the depravity of our 
nature, 466 —a warning to ſinners, 467. 

Polygamy, its ſinfulneſs and bad conſequences, I. 101, 211. II. 
108, 157. 

Prayer, —— I. 113, 184, 220, 340, 390, 401, 410, 414. 
417, 426; = 27, 30, 173, 217, 266, 285, 299, 304» 344» 

, I, 7, 511, 

Prophecies of the Saviour, See Redeemer, 

Providence, See Government of God, © 

P/alms of David, prove his ardent devotion, II. 103, 118, 129, 
168—his repentance, 148—excellency of—deſcribe the Savi- 
our, 194—the curſes in them conſidered and juſtified, 196. 

Purim, feaſt of, II. 516. 


5 R. 
Race, Chriſtian life compared to, II. 529. 
Redeemer, promiſed and revealed, to our firſt parents, I. 23 to 
Abraham, 81, 107, 124—to Iſaac, 186—to Jacob, 207, 221, 
239—to Job, 331—to Moſes, 437—to Balaam, 480—to Da- 
vid, II. 133, 168, 188, 194—to Jeremiah, 394, 400—to Ne- 
buchadnezzar, 410—to Daniel, 462—to Zechariah, 472 —pre- 
cious to all the ſaints, 525—how to be regarded, Oe 
by Adam, I. 28—Noah, 60—Melchiſedec, 154, &c.—Iſaac, 
174, 179—Joſeph, 200, &c.—Moſes, 398, 407, 417, 443—the 
- paſſover, 385—the Jewiſh ſacrifices, 421—the braſen ſerpent, 
: 433—Joſhua, 520, &c,—David, II. 118, 139, 198, &c,—Solo- 
mon, 237— Jonah, 328. 8 


3 


| | 8. 
Sabbath to be obſerved, I. 7.—II. 49. 

Gacrißces, appointed with a reference to Chrift, I. 25, 36, 72. 
Samui, granted to the prayers of his mother, II. zz his con- 
duct and employment when young, 23 —commiſlioned to 
Eli, 24—eltabliſhed as a prophet, inſtructed and prayed 
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for the people, 26—his integrity and diligence both as a judge 
and as a miniſter of religion, 28—diſtreſſed by the bad conduct 
of his ſons, 30 — rejected by the people, anointed Saul, 32 —re- 
proved and condemned him, 35 grieved for him, 27—anointed 
David—founded the ſchools of the prophets, 38—laboured to 
the laſt—died in peace, 39. 


SATAN, driven out of heaven, I. 16 tempted Eve, 17— ob, 314, 
325, 333—David, II. 169—tempts ſaints, 89. | 
Saut, an inſtance of diſſimulation, II. 42 his extraction and 


appearance - conducted to Samuel, 44 anointed received an- 
other heart, 45 - propheſied, 46—modeſt and forbearing, 47— 
conquered the Ammonites— acknowledged king, 49 —ſacri- 
ficed contrary to Samuel's directions, 5o—reproved—and con- 
demned, 41-—not humbled preſerved a ſhew of piety, 53—his 
raſh imprecations, 54—obtained various ſucceſſes, 5 5—deſtroy- 
ed the Amalckites, but ſpared Agag and the beſt of the ſpoil, 
96 convicted by Samuel, 57—rejeted—not a true penitent, 
61—his rejection, how reconciled with God's unchangeableneſs, 
64—troubled by an evil ſpirit, 656 - preferred David, but ſoon 
incenſed at his popularity, 67—afraid of him, 68—gave him his 
daughter in marriage, 69—fruſtrated in frequent attempts to 
kill him, 70—continued to perſecute him, though twice being 
ſpared by David he relented, 7 2—terrified by the Philiftines, 
conſulted a witch, 74—confounded by Samuel's appearance, 
77—overcome and wounded in battle, 78—=deſtroyed himſelf, 


19» 


Scriptures, their truth and excellence, I. 1. II. 82—inftru& us 


by examples, I. 3—how to be ſtudied, 149—afford univerſal 
direction, II. 21—to be highly valued, 377, 480, 498. 


Servants, inſtructed and encouraged from Joſeph, I. 250. 
SHADRACH, MEsSHACH, and ABEDNEGo, deſcendants of Da- 


vid—their ſituation at Babylon, II. 421—promoted, 422—re- 
fuſed to worſhip the golden image—accuſed before the king, 
423—caſt into the furnace of fire, 429 taken out and reſtored 
to honour, 431. 


SoLomoN, foretold—called by ſignificant: names, II. 212—ad- 


mitted to the regal office—puniſhed offenders, 213—his attention 
to religion, and the Lord's favour to him, 215—aſked and ob- 


. tained wiſdom, 216—his diſcernment in judging, 218—his 
peace, proſperity, magnificence, and underſtanding—one of the 


inſpired writers, 220—built the temple at Jeruſalem, 221— 
dedicated it to God, 222—obtained freſh aſſurances of divine 
regard, 22;—erected palaces and fortified cities, 226—extend- 


ed his commerce by navigation—frequented religious ordinances 
L viſited by the queen of Sheba, #27—admired by ſurroundi 


nations, 229 —declined thro? his love of women, 2 30—diſpleaſed 
God—oppoſed by Jeroboam—probably a penitent—wrote Ec- 
cleſiaſtes to warn others, 235—typified the Redeemer, 237. 


Submiſſion. See Patience. 
Hricide, the ſin of, II. 80. 


4 Temptation, 


T 


Temptation, I. 18, 251, 31 6 See SATAN, 
Types, See Redeemer. ON go | 


Worſhip. See Houſe of God. 


. 
Young Perfons, ſhould be modeſt and diſcreet, II. 48—exhorted to f, 
religion, 217, 242, 339, 368, 450. See Children. 
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